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Journey FROM SEA- COW-RIVER ro LITTLE SUNDAY-RIVER, 


Set out on their; journey. Cantet river. Deſcription of the Hottentot 
Capt. Kies, who is treated ſans ceremonie by the author's Hottentot Plattje. 
A farmer's account of the great drought, and of a horde of Caffres he had 
met with on the road. Galgeboſch. No water to be had. Van Staade's 
river. Are viſited by ſome Gonaquas Hottentots, Deſcription of the 


Not remarkable for dexterity in this point. A gfgin called holcus 
ſorgum, which yields an inebriating liquor. Their waggon in danger 
of being blown up into the air, from their having inadvertently ſet fire 
to the graſs, Carouſal of hunters. The ſalt-pans. Deſcription of the 
cimex paradoxus, or leaf - inſect. Mr. Immelman ſpits blood. Is in 
danger of being toſſed by buffaloes. Guinea-hens. Appearance of 
the Leaks of Sunday-river. Hire ſeveral Boſhies-men to attend them 
in their expedition. Give chaſe to an uncommon ſpecies of wood- 
ſwine. Deſcription of theſe animals. Hottentot or baſtard Caffres. 
Their dance and ſong. Voluptuous practices of the youths of both 
| ſexes during dancing. Envenomed wound. Curious milk-baſkets. 
Method of milking. Circumciſion practiſed by theſe people. Con- 
cluſion of the milking by ſinging and dancing. The author turns con- 


Juror, Baſtard-Caffre conjuror well paid. F ox-tails for warm weather. 
Buffalo-lice, p. 37. 
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Journey FROM LITTLE SUNDAYS-RIVER TO BOSHIES-MANS-RIVER, 
Concerto of lions, Their roaring deſcribed. Preparations made againſt 


Lan at tackfrom theſe beaſts. Animals fear the lion by inſtinct, and per- 
ceive him! at a diſtance, even when he does not roar. Lions few in 


a 2 | number, 


perſons, dreſs, &c. of theſe people. Throw their velins at a mak. 


Be ag JJ Oo N 7 1 N 8. 

| . | y 
aver; 80 with other . Not ſo bold ſince the Dutch 
H p have introduced the uſe of fire-arms into that part of Africa. Do not 
j 1 immediately kill a man, except in caſe of reſiſtance. Neither do they 
attack any animal openly, excepting when irritated. or very hungry. 


Meaſure the length of their leap, when they have miſſed their prey by 
leaping Oyenait: S ſhort of it. Lurk chiefly near rivers, - 
by the noiſe 
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Scared away 
Ade with an ox-whip. Singular eſcape of a Hottentot 
from a lion. lon requently betrays marks of cowardice, Inſtance 
of a lion being Hh its prey lying under it untouched, In general 
content with wou its prey, if it be of the human ſpecies. - - The 
cauſe of this inveſtigated. Ludicrous ſituation of a farmer purſued by 
LT: a lion. Great ſtrength of this animal. Not/ſtrong enough, however, 
to overpower the buffalo, without having recourſe to art. Artful ex- 
pedient of one for carrying off a buffalo. Inſtance of à buffalo's keep- 
ing five lions at bay. Lion eaſily torn in pieces by a dozen farmer's 
dogs. Horſes fond of hunting lions and other fierce animals. The 
| chaſe of the lion deſcribed. Coloniſts hunt them with great eagerneſs. 
| Not hard to kill with guns. Its hide tender and penctrable. *THetr _. E- | 
FT 1 principal Hottentot markſman ſhoots a buffalo. Deſcription of the - 
1 © buffalo. Its ears ſuppoſed by the Hottentots to be torn by evil ſpirits. . _ - i 
—_ A treacherous nd cruel animal. Fond of 1 ying down in the water, or 7 
wallowing in the mire. Buffalo-cal f. The calves might be brought up - 
tame. The fleſh good eating. Cannot be ſhot with balls compoſed of 
lead alone, The game 5 deſtroyed in great abundance by ſome 
ſportſmen. Gluttony of the Hottentots. Amuſe themſelves with 
cracking jeſts on their maſters, in their own language. Smoke cow- 


dung in default of tobacco. Idle in the higheſt degree, and difficult to 
govern, p. 73. ; „ 
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Journty FROM BOSHIES-MANS-RIVER | TO QuaMMEDACK A, 5 

1 
Sneezing- wood in Niez- hout-kloof. The honorary degree of doctor con- 
ferred on the author in his abſence. Butterfly- hunter in danger of 
being impaled by way of retribution. A buffalo-hunt. Naſtineſs of 
the Hottentots. Paint their cheeks black when they go a courting. 
. Amorous combat between two tyger-cats. » Oſtrich- chicks. Rank 
water. Ridiculous neatneſs of a Dutchman, Deſcription of the ſpring- 
_bok. Leaps very high, and expands the white liſt on its back, when 


purſued. Very ſwift. Quammedacka well. The author looks out 
there for the two-horned rhinoceros. Kolbe never ſaw this animal in 
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CONTENTS „ 

55 reality. T he author's cruelty to ſome birds dying with thirſt. Alarmed 
all night long by a lion. The raw root of a ſpecies of purſlain very 

good eating, as is that of the Da-tkai, Hottentots ſhoot two rhino- 

ceroſes. The manner in which they informed the author of it. The 

deſcription and anatomy of the rhinoceros. The author and his friend 

in great danger from one. Meet a herd of elk-antilopes, and after- 

wards with a party of OR p. 117. 
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Journey FROM QUAMMEDACKA 10 AGTER BaunTjzs-HoooTe. 


"Hunt a couple of lions. : Oftriches neſt. The male oftrich aſſiſts the 
female in the act of incubation. This bird's feathers made uſe of for 
chaſing away the flies. Eggs uſed for pan-cakes, &c. but not equal 
to thoſe of hens in goodneſs. Oſtriches do not hide their eggs when 
purſued. Buffon criticiſed on this ſubject, as well as with reſpect to his 
account of this bird's ſkin. Its ery like the lion's roar. Alluded to FO il 

-____ by the prophet Micah. --T he: young have no cry. iche dere 
very tame. Might be brought to bear burdens. Chiefly found in the 
carrow countries. Deſcription of a buffalo-hunt. Ludicrous ſcene of „ | 
the Hottentots loaded with this animal's fleſh. Diſmal ſituation of the | | 
author, when benighted, at a diſtance from his waggon, in a ſtorm. 

_ Deſcription of the gnu. Its claſſification. The gnu met with here 
very vicious. Manner of keeping Chriftmas-eve in the deſert. Meet 
with ſome coloniſts. Ludicrous deſcription of the dreſs and figure of 
the two travellers. Hippopotamus's ſkulls. The author indiſpoſed, 
He and his party begin to want bread, - Convulfive motions in the muſ- 
cles of a dead hart-beeſt, p. 139. 
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RESIDENCE AT ArER BRUNTJES-HOOGTE.. - 
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Arrival at Aer 8 Cattle out of doors all winter. Cold 
in theſe parts. Ravages committed by the Boſhies- men here. Havock : 
made among them by the coloniſts. Sneſe-Hottentots. Their com- ; _ 

plexion and temper, Geographical obſervations on the country they * 
inhabit. The Tambuki filver mines. Diſquiſition concerning the 
unicorn, The country of the Caffres. Their government and wars.“ 


'The 


1 „ 


Tbe maſſacre of Heuppenaer and his party in this cron King 
Ruyter's craal. Ruyter's hiſtory, tyrannical behaviour and wars. Com- 
pariſon between the reſpective modes of fighting of the Hottentots and 
Caffres. Slaves of the Chriſtians more warlike than either, and much 
. eſteemed by the Caffres. Deſcription of Camdebo. Roads from thence 
1 5 : to the Cape. Plan formed for extending the journey. It proves abor- 
1 | tive on many accounts. Delightful ſituation and fertility of Agter 
Bruntjes-Hoogte. Happy lives of the farmers there. The foot made 
uſe of by them as an index to the road. Their commodious poſture 
of fitting. Extreme moderation in furniture and dreſs. Their virtues, 
Friendly propoſal from a female. New cure for the gout. Advan- 
tages of the medical art to mankind. Worms univerſally miſtaken here 
for pulmonary complaints. The gnu. The viverra criſtata, or grey 
Jackal, uyntjes- and common jackal. Deſcription of the ratel. Its 
manner of plundering bees neſts. Very difficult to kill. The zerda, 
or animal anonyme of Buffon. Bruce's miſtake concerning it rectified. 
Deſcription of the honey- guide. Miſtake in the Philoſ. Tranſ. recti- 
fied. The jerboa Capenſis. The bleeſmol, or mus Capenſis. The 
zand-mol, or mus Caffer, reſembles the rhinoceros. The talpa Aſia- > 
tica, or variable mole, more properly the ſorex aureus, 1 —_ 
"Anſwer to Dr. Pallas's query. The gazels of this country deſcribed. 
The hartbeeſt and elk-antilope. The fat of this latter very fine. They 
migrate to the ſouthward in great droughts. Chaſe of an elk-antilope. 
The beaſt ſweats blood. Dangers of the chaſe in this country. The 
author's horſe falls with him. The koedoe, or coudou. Pleaſant miſ- 
take of Buffon concerning the name. The Cape-chamois, or gemſe- 
bok, ſomewhat reſembles the elk of Kolbe. The blaauw-bok, bonte- 
bok, and gnu, Ihe ree-bok, riet-ree-bok, vlak - ſteen-bok, derb Del, 
duy ker- bok and klip-ſpringer. A baboon hunt—the dogs ſhew more 
malic againſt this animal than againſt any other. Strictures on Buffon's 
opinion concerning the neceſſity of a meat-diet for the human ſpecies, 
| Deſcription of the camelopardalis. Defence of Haſſelquiſt againſt Buf- 
fon. Pleaſant opinion of the latter concerning the horns of oxen. 
Buffon convicted of ſetting the horns on the wrong head, p. 248. 
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Jounnzy FROM Acren Baunrzzs-Hooore TO THE TWO VISCH=RIVERS, 
: AND RESIDENCE AT THOSE PLACES. 
Departure from Agter eee eee Beauty in a Gert. Shoot a 
tyger. Inſtance of a tyger being got the better of by a ſlave. Unwel- 
come viſit from a large party of Caffres. Preparations for their recep- 
tion. The conference. Their method of ſlaughtering their meat. 
Heaps of ſtones, probably antique monuments. Kok's-craal. Amaz- _ : 
ing ſwiftneſs of the Hottentots. Blockade of the ſea-cows in their pits. | 
Great danger from one of them. Cry of this animal deſcribed. A ſea- 
cow ſhot by one of the party in his ſleep. Her calf carried off and 
ſlaughtered. Deſcription of it. The hippopotamus lives entirely on 
herbs and graſs. Is ſometimes ſeen in the ſea, but cannot drink the falt | 
water. Copulation, ſize, and method of catching theſe animals. Not | 4 
flow in their pace. Medical virtues of their ſkulls. Anatomy =_—_ TT -:-: a 
young hippopotamus. Leaches of a new ſpecies about its anus. Diſ- 
quiſition on its different names. Propoſals for catching and keeping 
theſe animals alive. The waggon in danger of being overturned by a 
rhinoceros in its flight. A rhinoceros hunt. A Hottentot coward be- 
comes bold from ſenſibility. The fine ſcent of the Hottentots accounted 
for. Two of the Hottentots in the author's train ſhoot a rhinoceros. 
alleep. Hottentot bribe. Inſtance of the peculiar turn of mind of 
theſe people, Love in a deſert, Drowlſinels the effect of love. Re- 
cipe for that paſſion, Billet-doux of a foreſter, p. 301. Ds 
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Rhinoceros hunt. Dangerous ride in the dk, Diabolical yell of a pack. 
of hyænas. Conge of a Hottentot. Plettenberg's colony. Artifice 
of a hippopotamus to breathe in the water. Another of a coloniſt to- 
cheat the government. The golden age reſtored among the Gunjeman 
Hottentots. Wealth of a female Gunjeman. Simplicity of their diet. 
Zwartkops- river. Boldneſs of three young lions. Damaquas Hotten- 
tots. The ſea-cows go out to ſea with the tide. The company ſcared 
by a buffalo, and loſt in a wood. The travellers return to their old hoſt,. 

J. „Kok. Inconvenience of feather beds. Red wine and oyſters. Scorched 


2 ſerpents. 
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ſerpents. The bulla . A country in flames. 8 
river. The author loſes his way on horſeback in a dreadful ſtorm of 
thunder and lightning. Method of converting grapes into raiſins. 
Famine ariſing from the drought. Reviſit Artaquas-kloof, . The au- 


khor's collections hurt by the waggon's overturning. Valſche-rivier. 
Great ſcarcity of ploughſhares in Africa, and of wrought iron in ge- 


neral. A battle royal between a Hottentot and his wife. A receipt 


to promote union in the married ſtate. An imaginary. gold-mine. 


The aloe plant diſcovered by a negro ſlave. Method of preparing the 
gum from it. The geitje, a highly venomous lizard. Dreadful con- 
ſequences of its bite. Cured by a ſlave, Conjectures on its origin. 
Deſcription of this animal. Syſtematical deſcription of the lacerta 
Capenſis. A very large ſpecies of lizard, and very difficult to kill. 
- Deſcription of a ſingular anonymous quadruped. A farmer murdered 
by his ſlaves. Surprizing eſcape of his ſon, Cruelty of the coloniſts 
to their ſlaves, and horrid puniſhments inflicted on them. Public exe- 
cutions only ſerve to irritate the reſt, Different diſpoſitions of the 
ſlaves of different nations. Peculiar turn of mind of the Buguneſe. 
The author returns by the way of Roode-zand. A lake newly diſco- _ 
vered at Sneeuwberg. Brandy made FO a ſpecies of Cactus, Arrival 
At 177 OT P. 347. | 
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JOURNEY FROM SEA-COW- RIVER 10 LITTLE 
N SUNDAY-RIVER. 


eaſtward from Zee-koe-rivier, and the next morning 
from Cabehauuw-rivier, which was the laſt place we 
came to that was inhabited by chriſtians. At noon we 
reached Camtours-rivier, where we baited. . 


Here a Hottentot captain, or rather a patriarch, exerciſed 


N the 1ſt day of December we ſet off on our journey 


1775. 1 
December. | + 


Ng 


dominion over about half a hundred people; A homer: 


he was in his way a ſovereign. He was a little old man, 


of the name of Kits. I ſhould at firſt ſight have been 


eaſily . to conſider him a8 reigning Wedelx over 
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A VOYAGE 10 THE FR 


as at that time the company, in ich we found him ſinoking . 
his pipe conſiſted only of females; for the men (except- 
ing ſome few who lay ill of a putrid fever) were all out, 
ſome of them to hunt a lion, which had lately committed 
ravages among their cattle; and the others, it was ſaid, 


were gone to a great diſtance, in order to gather a certain ſuc- 


culent plant, which they made uſe of for chewing, either for 


the ſake of paſſing the time away, or on account of its 


being of a pleaſant taſte, and having the property of aſ- 
füagidig their hunger. Captain Kits, therefore, abſo- 
lutely denied our requeſt; which was, that he would let 
us have ſome of his Hottentots by way of guides, who 
might likewiſe be a neceffary aſſiſtance to us, and rein- 


forcement of our company in the journey we were going 3 1 


to make through the wilderneſs. 


In the meanwhile, I could not help being rather aſhamed 
of the rude behaviour of my third Hottentot or markſman, 


' PLATTJE; for though I had hitherto never ſeen him behave 


with the ſmalleſt degrec of impertinence or bluntneſs, but 
had remarked, on the contrary, that he had always 


addreſſed theſe Hottentot patriarchs with ſome kind of 


reſpect, I now obſerved, that immediately on our coming 
into the preſence of a perſon of ſuch great authority, 
without the leaſt bow or ceremony of any kind, he went 


uninvited and ſat himſelf down by the ſide of him, at the 
ſame time filling his pipe out of the other's pouch, and 


calling about him for milk to drink. This behaviour, 


nevertheleſs, did not ſeem to be at all taken ill; on the 


contrary, they immediately brought him a cup of bagged 
milk, 1 obſerved too at this time, as well as on my return 


hither, 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE  _ ; 


hither, that KIESs like Captain RunDGancEr, of whom 3 
J made mention at page 240, of Volume I. always had C 
his captain's ſtaff in his hand or elſe cloſe by him; and this 
taff, was every way as plain and ſimple as RUNDGANGER's : 
but though KIES was much better circumſtanced with re- 
gard both to the number of his people and of his cattle, 
yet he dwelt with his court and the reſt of his ſubjects, one 
might almoſt call it, in the open air; his palace conſiſting 
only of a few poles ſet up flanting in the earth with a 
ragged mat thrown over them, which of courſe admitted 
the wind in ſeveral places, and let in the rain in wet weather. 
This ſhed, thus open on three ſides, and in a great meaſure 
at the top, was, however, uſeful enough at that time of the 
year, and in that warm climate. The winter, or more 
| properly ſpeaking, the rainy ſeaſon, would, probably, oblige 
them to provide themſelves with a better dwelling. 
That ſame day we continued our journey, making to- 
wards Loory-rivier, Where we took up our abode at night. 
Here we met with a farmer, who in his ox-waggon had 
followed the courſe of Zondags-rivier all the way from 
"Camdebo; a country of that kind which I have deſcribed at 
page 246 of Volume I. under the denomination of Carrorv. 
He informed us, that this year, in which the drought was 
unuſually great in all parts, it was remarkably ſo there, as 
' ſcarcely a drop of rain had fallen there in the ſpace of eight 
months; but juſt as he was leaving thoſe parts; he had 
had ſeveral ſhowers along the courſe of that river. 
He, therefore, diſſuaded us from taking that road, as it 
was, for the greater part of it, entirely unbcaten, arid, and 
rugged ; and likewiſe, becauſe both water and game were 
B 2 — — K entremery 
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pe275;.,, Extremely ſcarce there. In conſequence of this latter cir» 
cumſtance, his. proviſions being almoſt entirely ſpent, he 
was juſt going to knock one of his draught-oxen on the 

head, by way of procuring food for himſelf and his ſuite, 

when two hartbeeſts very fortunately came directly up to 

the waggon, in order to take a view of it, one of which he 
immediately ſhot. 5 
This ſame peaſant had en met on this road 

with about an hundred wandering Caffres. Their patri- 

arch or chief, had propoſed to ſleep the firſt night along 

with the farmer in his waggon, who, on the other hand, 
ſhould fleep with him in his tent the night following. 

This the farmer not conſenting to, the Caffre patriarch 

was ſo far from taking it ill, that, on the contrary, he hal 


killed an ox, and preſented the farmer and his ſuite with RE 
Kaki fine pieces of beef. The boor likewiſe informed 


that the Cafire cattle were uncommonly fat and in 
1990 condition; at which he was the more ſurprized, as 
they were not turned out till noon, and driven home very 
early. He, moreover, obſerved, that the Caffres fondled 
and talked to their cattle a good deal as they ſtood in the 
craal; doubtleſs, in the ſame manner as the Arabians do 


to their horſes; which not a little contributes to making 


them thrive, and rendering them briſk and lively, and at 
the ſame time more intelligent and tractable. 


On the zd we baited at noon near Galge-boſcb, a little 


wood which was much frequented by lions, and ſtill more 
by buffaloes. I was conſequently more than ever in pain 


for my cattle, as, though there was very good paſturage 


on the ſpot, hey had ſtolen away from it, and were 
| miſfling 
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miſſing for ſeveral hours. In the mean time, we were 
apprehenſive, that they had been ſcared away. from the 
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Place by lions; but the fact was, that being very thirſty, 


they had ſtrayed into a dale towards a pit full of very 
muddy water, where they were found. My Hottentots 
were of opinion, that cattle were able to find out water by 
the ſcent at a very great diſtance. I have heard ſome 
coloniſts ſay, that they ſuſpected the ſame of the Hotten- 
tots, as they can find water upon occaſion better than any 


coloniſts; but this cannot proceed from any thing elſe than 


the Hottentots greater aſſiduity in this point, and to their 


being more accuſtomed to wander about the fields, by 


which means they have acquired a particular faculty of 


tracing out this neceſſary article of life from certain pecu- 
Harities of ſituation, and various other circumſtances. = 


Indeed, we could get nothing fit to drink ourſelves; and | 


it was late at night before, thirſty as we were, we got to 
a land- ſpring; which, to our great vexation, we found 
dried up; ſo that there were only here and there in the 


mire a print of the buffaloes feet deeper than ordinary, in 


which we obſerved a little moiſture. We therefore dug 
deeper holes with our hands, and waited. with all the pa- 
tience we were maſters of, till the water was collected. in 
them, and could be taken out by means of ſmall ba- 
fons. But beſides that it was as thick as haſty-pudding, 
it had acquired ſo rank a taſte from the buffaloes that had 
laid and wallowed in it, that even the Hottentots made 
wry. faces at it; and our horſes began to blow and ſnort at 


the ſtrong buffalo-ſcent which affected their noſtrils, even 
before they taſted the water. Our thirſt, however, obliged 
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us frequently to ſip a little of it juſt as it was; for when 
Www it was made into coffee or tea, it was ſtill more intolerable. 


To ſearch about elſewhere at this time when it was dark, 
was not only impoſſible but dangerous, on account of the 
lions. At break of day we diſcovered ſome traces which 
ted us to the fountain-head of this land- ſpring, which had 


been cloſed up by the trampling of the buffaloes feet; we, 


therefore, made haſte to. dig it open again, when we found 
ſome more tolerable water to quench our thirſt, which 
was actually inſupportable. We frequently made uſe of 
ſugar=candy as a tolerably good palliative for our thirſt, 
during our travels in this hot and ſcorching climate; but 
this did not relieve us for any long time together. At 9 
o'clock in the evening the thermometer was at 64, and 


the next day, being the 4th,” at day-break, a good deal * 3 


dew having fallen, I found it 10 degrees lower. | 

We now purſued our journey, taking the lower road 
by Yan Staades-rivier, which at that time was brackiſh 
and rather deep. For want of proper precaution in our 
Hottentots, our oxen turned back before they got half 
way over the river, and at the ſame time were thrown 
into confuſion and diſorder; ſo that it Was a difficult mat- 


ter, to ſave both them and the waggon from ſinking. 


When we had got to the other ſide, and were baiting our 
cattle, we were viſited by eighteen Gonaguas-Hottentots, 
from a craal which was juſt in the neighbourhood. _ 

This nation conſiſted of about two hundred people, 
who were all graziers, and at that time dwelt there in 


two ſeparate villages. They are certainly a mixture of 
Hottentots and Caffres, as their language had an affinity 
3 with 
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with chat of both theſe nations; but in their utterance, 9 

which was like that of human beings, in the natural 

blackneſs of their complexions, in the great ſtrength and 
robuſtneſs of their limbs, and laſtly in the height of their 
ſtature, they bore a greater reſemblance to the Caffres, ſe- 

veral of whom they likewiſe had at that time among 

them. The cloaks of the Gonaguas are likewiſe made of 
dreſſed cow-hides, like thoſe of the Caffres. Theſe cloaks 

are very ſupple ; a quality that proceeds partly. from their 

being rubbed a good deal, which I myſelf ſaw performed 

with ſtones on the infide of them ; and partly from the 


great quantity of greaſe, which, being mixed up with 


: bucku-powder, is rubbed my me . — I | 


adorned with, and ſet a great value upon, braſs rings, 
which they wear on their arms and legs, as well as braſs 

plates of different ſizes and a which are faſtened j in 
their hair and ears. 

With reſpect to beads, which, ſpeaking of! in a 8 
way, they call //nzela, the ſmall red ones are much more 
covered than the reſt; theſe are called /enkitenka, (See the 
ſpecimen of the Caffre's language, which I have annexed 
at the concluſion of this journal.) The genuine Caffres 
had, in this point, exactly the ſame taſte ; but many of 
them had got ivory rings, of the thickneſs and breadth 
of about half an inch, and of ſuch a ſize as to be ſtrung 
upon the arms above the elbows. Theſe, however, are 
worn only by the men; for which reaſon a Caffre, who 
had ſold me his bracelets, ſeemed extremely diſtreſſed, ſay- 
ing, that he was now naked about the arms like a woman, 
Beſides that both the Caffres and an are very impor- 
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tunate beggars, they are likewiſe exceedingly antes date 
in their dealings, as after they are paid for their wares, 
they are very * to * for a W e into the 
bai 7 25} | | 5401 
Both the Gohataas and Caffres differ Hoe Ser Hot- 
tentots in this particular, that they make uſe of circum- 
ciſion. This operation is performed on youths of different 
ages, as they are accuſtomed to wait till ends can — 


it on ſeveral at a time. 


The Gonaquas women make als of almoſt the ſame kind : 
of apron or veil as the Hottentot females do. The men 
are much more naked and leſs covered about this part than 


the males among the Hottentots, inaſmuch as they cover 


with a little cap, or caſe, made of the ſkin of an animal, 


the extremities: only of what modeſty. ſhould teach them 
to conceal entirely. This ſocket, reſembling the extremity 
of the thumb of a glove, is ſometimes faſtened with a ſmall 
thong, or the ſinew of an animal, to ſome ſtrings of beads 
or leathern belts, which they wear for ornament's ſake 
round their waiſts. Some individuals are ſeen with lions 
or buffaloes tails hanging on theſe ſame belts, as nes 


of their courage in having killed theſe beaſts. 


By reaſon of the nakedneſs of theſe people, of which I 


have juſt been giving a deſcription, it may be thought that 


they have as little modeſty as covering: but the fact is, 


that very few of them could be induced, even by preſents, 
to take off their little caſes, in conſequence of my wiſh to 
be perfectly convinced that they were circumciſed. Indeed, 
I have been told by a farmer, that in Cafferland one does 
not unfrequently ſee even grown up girls without any co- 
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vering nas ver and that in certain dances, it conſti- 
tutes part of the 9 for the youths of both ſexes to 


make ſuch oblations to love in the preſence of every one, 


as by the laws of decency and of civilized nations, are 


always conſummated in private, and conſidered as ſacred 


to the married ſtate alone. 
The Caffres ſeemed to me to reſemble very much in 
appearance the Moſambique ſlaves, whom I had ſeen at the . 
Cape; and, perhaps, theſe nations border upon each other; 
and conſequently the former is probably deſcended from 


the latter, or the latter from the former. 


The Gonaquas Hottentots, who at this time paid their 
reſpects to me, came chiefly with an intent to beg tobacco. 


javelins, which they call Haſſugais, (vide Plate II. Vol. I. 
Fig. I, 2.) as well as with ſhort ſticks, to which they gave 
With one of theſe I ſaw a lad very 


the name of Kirrig. 


nearly hit a ſparrow-hawk in its flight. 
bad an aim, when they threw their javelins, that, though 
they_tried very often, they could not hit a handkerchief 


But they took ſo 


which I had ſet up between two ſticks, at the diſtance of 
twenty paces, by way of mark for them, and at the ſame 


time as a prize for him that ſhould hit it. 


This want of 


dexterity, certainly proceeded from their having neglected to 
practiſe, as they lived too far from theBoſhies-menHottentots, 
and Caffres, and too near to the Chriſtians, either to be able 
to exerciſe any hoſtilities againſt the former, or to dare to do 
In the mean time they were very buſy 


it againſt the latter. 


in examining narrowly each others javelins, and in feeling 
fox their proper balance. They threw them, however, with 
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. a great deal of force; and, as I have been told by ſeveral 
EW) people, are able to pierce a man or a gazel through the 


body at the diſtance of twenty paces. I then ſhot at a ſheet 
of paper with a fowling-piece, and as they appeared to be 
very much amazed at the holes that were made, and at the 
ſame time to be very deſirous of keeping the paper, I gave 


it to them, but ſhortly after they offered to give it me 


again for a morſel of tobacco. | 

The Gonaquas Hottentots moreover were graziers, and 
in ſome ſort tillers of the ground, as the Caffre nation is 
likewiſe ſaid to be. The kind of corn which they ſow, is 
the holcus forgum, which is likewiſe uſed in the ſouth of 
Europe, and known to yield abundantly. The coloniſts call 


branchy ear, a foot and a halt long, with ſeeds of about the 
ſame ſize as thoſe of rice; two or three of theſe ears gene- 
rally yield three quarters of a pint of corn. The time of 
ſowing this ſeed, is ſaid to be in Auguſt or September. But 
in the beginning of November, while I yet remained in 
Sitſicamma, I ſaw it already fit for cutting, at a farmer's who 
ſet little ſtore by it, giving it only to his cattle. The Caf- 
fres uſe to bruiſe this corn between ſtones, and make it 
into loaves, which they bake under the embers. 

They moſtly, however, ute to ferment it with a certain 


ever, is not conſiderable, immediately in the autumn. 
The Caffre os PALOO, whom the coloniſts called king 


it Cafer-corn.. The ſtalks ſhoot up to the height of a man, e 
and as thick as a ruſh, They terminate in a panicle or 


root and water, till it produces a kind of inebriating liquor. 4 
They generally conſume their whole ſtock, which, how- 


PHARAOH, 
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PHARAOH,. 18 ſaid to have killed himſelf * drinking this 175 


December 
liquor. WY 
On ſeveral accounts we Latina our departure from 


hence. Our courſe was. now to the north, over plain level 
fields, for the greater part covered with a dry arid graſs to 
the height of about two feet. Our guide took us firſt to 
a well of lukewarm water, and afterwards at night to ano- 
ther pool of water, at the bottom of a river that was dried 
up. Both places were very acceptable to us as well as to 
our cattle, though the water was none of the beſt. Near 
this latter ſpot we took up our night's lodging. 
It was not without difficulty, that we could collect wood 
enough round about the neighbouring parts to boil our 185 
tea-kettle; and after all, we ran a great riſk of having an 
end put to our whole expedition by a fire. A Hottentot, 
in looking for ſomething with a piece of lighted wood, 
happened to ſet the dry graſs on fire, which ſpread in 
it almoſt as if it had been oakum ; ſo that had we not been 
very quick in ſtopping the progreſs of the flames, and 
moreover mutually aſſiſted each other, we ſhould ſoon have 
ſeen the whole diſtrict in one continued flame, and our 
waggon would have been entirely demoliſhed in the con- 
flagration, and blown up into the air; for there was not 
only a good deal of coom about it, but it alſo contained 
many inflammable matters; ſuch as the ſail-cloth tilt, dried 
herbs and paper, a caſk full of ſpirits, and about twenty 
pounds weight of gunpowder. The wind blew hard from 
the ſouth-weſt, the thermometer at eleven at night being 
at 66, and the next day about dawn at 64, when we 
ſaddled our horſes and put our oxen to the waggon. At 


— — Ae 


* s 


12 


1775. 
December 


C 


nine we got to little Zwart-kops river, and ſet off from 


Wa thence about four in the afternoon, and at bx 0 clock 


arrived at great Zwart-Rkops river. 
On the road we had ſeen large herds of the wild affes, 


_ called quaggas, and of hart-beeſts; ; as likewiſe, for the firſt 


time, fix female buffaloes, with two young ones. Theſe came 
from the ſea-ſide, from whence our guide ſuppoſed they had 
been forced to make their retreat thus at noon, either on 


account of the lions or of flies. 


We had not yet been able to get within reach of any 


game, ſo that our falted wether had hitherto been our 


only reſource. This, in its ſkin bag, had already acquired 
a pretty ſtrong haut gout, in conſequence of the warmth 


of the weather. Mr. IMMELMAN who was nice in his 
eating, and not uſed to put up with ſalted meat, eſpecially 


when it was rather tainted, had, from our firſt ſettin g out, 
it being now the fifth day, ſuffered much from hunger. 


For our ſmall ſtock of bread would not at this time afford 


us above two biſcuits a man per diem, each biſcuit 


weighing about an ounce and a half. 


At this Zwart-hops river, where we were now arrived, 
and intended to paſs the night, we found two farmers had 
got in before us, who were come thither in order to get 
falt and hunt. Indeed, they had already ſhot ſeveral heads 
of game, which they had hung up in large flips and ſhreds. 


on the buſhes, waggons, and fences, in order to dry it in 


the fun, in the ſame manner as the Hottentots did the ele- 
phant's fleſh near Diep-ripier, as I mentioned before, Vol. I. 
page 313. From this fleſh there was diffuſed round about 
che {pat not only a crude and rank ſmell, but likewife a 

putrid 
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putrid ſtench from ſuch parts of it as had arrived at the. 17 


Ty | December. 
Fate of putrefaction; ; and the farmers wives and children, . 5 


together with the Hottentots who had accompanied them, 
as well with a view to affift them as for their own pleaſure, 
were employed, ſome in feaſting upon it, others in fleep- 
ing, and others again in ſcaring away a great number of 
birds of prey, which hovered round about them, and over 
their heads, in order to ſteal away the fleſh. This horrid 
ſpectacle, of ſo many carnivorous human creatures, awak- 
ened in me a lively remembrance of the cannibals in New 
Zealand, and had very nearly taken away our appetites for 
a meat ſupper, ſo that we reſolved to bear with our hunger 
that night as well as we could: but at laſt comes our guide, 
very opportunely, with the ſhoulder of a bart. begſt, which 
we immediately cut, and dreſſed it in our pot with = 
ping; a diſh which was called by the Hottentots by the 
name of the inſtrument (nora, which means a knife,) with 
which it is cut in pieces. Our mouths watered at the fight 
of it, and we eat it with an excellent appetite, which was 
now no longer ſpoiled by _ reflections fimilar to thoſe I 
have juſt mentioned. 

On the 6th, at break of day; my guide and I took a 
ride, in order to cut up the hart-beeſt he had ſhot, and 
loaded one horſe with as much as he could carry, in order 
to lay it up in the waggon, by way of ANY proviſion for 
the journey. 

The fulbagia, a ſmall n plant, called by Lix_ 
NAUs after M. TULBaG, governor at the Cape, grew here 

in great abundance ; though I had never before ſeen more 
than a. ſingle ſpecimen of it, and that was on the road 
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p27 55 to Zwellendam. Here 1 likewiſe ſaw, for the firſt time, a 
| I ſmall kind of onion, with ſpiral leaves; caught an amphiſ- 
Sana; and drew up the deſcription of a cleome juncea, 
which I have inſerted. in the Acta Societ. — Vol. III. 
page 1 . a 
The farmers BY as well as es e who were 
going to the Cape before me, were ſo obliging, as, at my 
, | requeſt, to take with them the packet. of herbs I had al- 
ready collected; otherwiſe, I ſhould not have had room 
enough in my waggon for all my collection. 
The tide was very viſible in this river. The wind blew 
ſtrong from S. S. W. At noon the thermometer was 71 in 
the ſhade, and in the evening, after the moon was up, at 


thermometer was at 52. 


We now proceeded on our journey, going northwards, 
and in our way, about a mile and a half from the river, 
we met with the principal Zowz-pan, or Salt-pan. By this 
name thoſe places are diſtinguiſhed, where Rae is a quan- 
tity of culinary ſalt produced. 

This ſalt- pan was an extenſive. plain, covered over with 
a level and continued cruſt of ſalt, upon which, in ſeveral 
places, there ſtood a little water; ſo that there could not 
be a more natural reſemblance of a frozen lake than this. 
This by conſequence, being contraſted with the warmth 
of the weather and ſurrounding trees and flowers, would 
certainly at firſt ſight have ſtruck me with the greateſt 
amazement, had I not been previouſly informed of the real 
cauſe of the phenomenon. Towards the ſides the cruſt of 
falt was thin; and juſt there one might perceive, that it 

— F 
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was diffuſed over a loamy and clayey ſoil. But a little b „ 
farther towards the middle, 1 found it was above two feet oy 
deep, without being able to diſcover the bottom of it, or 
any water underneath it. The coloniſts who worked here 
with poles, imagined that the cruſt of oo extended Ty 
fathoms below the ſurface. 
This ſalt- pan was about three miles in circumference, 
and of an oblong ſhape. After there have been ſeveral 
warm days together, there is formed in different places on 
the cruſt, a hoar froſt, as it were, which is the fineſt and 
ſtrongeſt ſalt, and is with great reaſon ſuppoſed by the co- 
loniſts to exceed that of Lunenburgh. Indeed, the whole 
of it ſeems to be quite fine and pure: and it appears to 
me, and is allowed by others, to give a better taſte to the 
butter and meat that is preſerved in it, that any that 
comes from the other ſalt- pans to be met with in Africa; 
as Saldanſta-bay, between Zoet-melk and Garzorits rivers, 
and in a certain ſpot behind the Sneeuw-bergs, « or ; ſnowy 
mountains. 
My Hottentots were occupied in collecting a ſtock of the 
fineſt falt, as much as I thought we ſhould want for the 
purpoſe of ſalting our meat, and ſuch ſkins of animals as 
I might wiſh to preferve. In the mean time, I myſelf 
made a rich capture of many reptiles and inſects hitherto 
4 unknown; ſome of which were ſtuck faſt and dried up in. 
7 the cryſtals of ſalt, while others were dying, or had Juſt 1 
* expired, in conſequence of the viſcid faline matter with ) bo 
which they were in contact. Many inſects were likewiſe 
drowned in the clear water or briny liquid, which, after it 
had rained, was collected in certain places in the incruſtation 
— 3 EE of 
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of falt. We were obliged to wade a good way into it; and al- 
though the ſalt dried and cry ſtallized upon our legs and feet, 


till at night we found water to waſh it off with, yet no ill ef- 


fects enſued from it: a circumſtance which I thought proper 


to mention, for the encouragement of ſuch as may hereafter 
collect inſects in this or other places of the ſame nature. 


That ſingular inſect, the c/mex paradoxus, which I have 


deſcribed and given a drawing of in the Swediſh Tranſ- 


actions, (Vol. XXXVIII. p. 235, * diſcovered at this place, 


as at noon-tide I ſought for ſhelter among the branches of 


a ſhrub from the intolerable heat of the ſun. Though 


the air was now extremely till and calm, ſo as hardly to 
have ſhaken an aſpen leaf, yet I thought I ſaw a little x 
_ withered, pale, - crumpled leaf, eaten as it were by cater- 


pillars, flittering from the tree. This appeared to me ſo 


very extraordinary, that I thought it worth my while 
ſuddenly to quit my verdant bower in order to contem- 
plate it; and I could ſcarcely believe my eyes, when I 


{aw a live inſect, in ſhape and colour reſembling the frag- 
ment of a withered leaf, with the edges turned up and 
eaten away, as it were, by caterpillars, and at the ſame 
time all over beſet with prickles, Nature, by this pecu- 
liar form, has certainly. extremely well defended and con- 
cealed, as it were in a maſk, this infect from birds and its 


other diminutive foes; in all probability with a view to its 
preſervation, and to employ it for ſome important office in 


the ſyſtem of her ceconomy ; a ſyſtem with which we 
are too little acquainted, in general too little inveſtigate, 
and, in every part of it, can never ſufficiently admire with 

dee likewiſe Plate VII. of this Volume. „ 
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that caſh and adoration which we owe to the great / PO 
_ thor of nature and Ruler of the univerſe. 

At night we came to Kuga, a little river, the water of 
which was brackiſh ; but ſome good and freſh water was 


- nlp 


found in a well hard by it. Here likewiſe we had a haſty 


glimpſe of two hares, which ſeemed to reſemble the ordi- 
nary hares of Europe. 


My companion, who was ſubject to a ang of blood, 


happened here to have a ſerious attack of this complaint; a 
complaint to which the animal diet he had been accuſtomed 
to during the whole journey, together with the fatigue he 
me ap e and the Wer heat of the un, could 


9 and the water from this Fg were the th means, 


(and thoſe not ill adapted tothe purpoſe,) which we fortunate- 


ly had at hand for his recovery in this defert place. Upon 
the whole, I took as much care of him as I poſſibly could 


on an open plain, with no other canopy than the ſky. 
The fineneſs of the weather, together with the coolneſs of 
the night, and above all his utter averſion to all ſick- 
neſs, circumſtanced as we were, I believe did not a little 
contribute towards his ſpeedy recovery. The next morn- 
ing, however, when, in order to make a trial of his ſtrength, 


he walked a few hundred paces from our baiting-place, | 


his life was in {till greater and more imminent danger. 


This was from a herd of young cattle, which, by way 
of experiment, had been left in this place, under the 


care of the ſlave, and being at that time unuſed to the ſight 
of any human creature beſides, had like to have gored 


him to death. Theſe fierce animals then, making a ſemi- 
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cirele about Mr. IMMELMAN, advanced continually nearer 
and nearer to him, ſo that he was obliged to retire back- 


wards. It is an old faying, * that a curſt cow has ſhort 


horns;” and we found it in a manner verified on this 
occaſion, ' for a heifer without horns was the foremoſt and 
moſt vicions of them all. I therefore haſtened thither with 
my loaded piece with an intention of diſcharging it among 
them, and at the ſame time, repeating the firing as often 
as I was able, to cover our retreat. In the mean time, how- 
ever, it came into my head firſt to try a milder method, which 
I had heard of, when in Europe, as a certain defence againſt 
the attacks of wild and vicious bulls ; and which, in ſhort, 


was no more than to hold your hat before your face, and on a_ 
ſudden uncover it at intervals, at the ſame time, with a quick 


pace, advancing upon them, and ſtanding ſtill alternately. 
With this method we ſo far fucceeded, that the heifer with- 
out horns, as well as the reſt of the herd, was very much 


ſcared. Juſt after this, one of my Hottentots was attacked 


by the ſame herd, but eſcaped them by the lightneſs of 


his heels. Afterwards, on our returning this way home, 


we were informed, that the owner of the herd had been 


obliged to remove it from hence, as a lion had begun 


to infeſt theſe parts. 
Two hartbeeſts came likewiſe this morning early very 
near our waggon in order to ſurvey us, but unluckily juſt 


at that time we had no gun ready charged. At 12 o'clock 


I found the thermometer, when placed in the — under 
our Waggon, at 83. 


In the afternoon we ſet off again, directing our courſe 
to the eaſt, and came o a place on the lower part of Zon- 
dagsrivier, 
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dags-rivier, known by the name of ”Nuka *Kamma, which, D 


I9 
1775. 


ecember. 


I believe, ſignifies graſſy water. We here found the re 


cent traces of a lion, and took proper precautions againſt 


it, in caſe we ſhould go down to the river. In the even- 


ing we likewiſe thought we ſaw in the thickets an elephant 


at a conſiderable diſtance from us. Theſe animals are ſaid 


to aſſemble in great numbers in the thorny thickets, made 
by the guaijacum afrum and the mimqſa nilotica, which 
afford them a kind of aſylum. 


£ 


We now began to find the Guinea hen (numida latin 


in theſe parts. They kept together in flocks, and conſequent- 
ly were very ſhy and cautious. I obſerved they flew low and 
ſtraight forwards, like our partridges. They appeared to 
ſeek the greateſt part of their food on the ground, but at 
night they perched together up in the trees; ſo that I once 
killed fix of them at one ſhot, and ſeveral more were 
wounded, which, however, eſcaped in the dark. Their.fleſh 


was dry, and much inferior to that of the common hen. 
Of Sunday-rivier, which at this part made a great many 


windings, the banks oppoſite to us were extremely high and 


ſteep, and indeed quite perpendicular; conſiſting, to all ap- 
pearance, merely of the ſame dry and clayey materials as the 
ſurface of the earth exibited on our fide. In the upper 


part, the bank appeared to be quite plain and level ; but 


it is difficult to conjecture, whence this diſſimilarity in the 
banks of the river ſhould ariſe, unleſs one of them had 


been thrown up by an earthquake; or that the river by de- 
grees had made its way to the fide of ſome flat hill level 
at top, and undermined it, till the part that hung over fell 
down, when it would neceſſarily be quite level and per- 
25 Da pendicular; 
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p pendicular; as, in fact, it is at preſent. At night we al 


rain, with a ſouth-weſt wind. 8 
On the gth, at five o'clock in the morning, when we 


half paſt three in the afternoon we arrived at Zondags-r- 
vier's-drift, We had, nevertheleſs, gone out of our road 
on Purpoſe to chaſe two buffaloes, one of which made its 
eſcape though wounded, and the other leaped into a cloſe 
thicket, where it was neither adviſeable, nor indeed poſſi- 


ment, we could ſee from the top of the buſhes the ani- 
greateſt eaſe, juſt as if he was merely running through a 


 ceros of PaLLas.) 
Soon after our arrival at this Pert of Sunday rivier, we 
were waited upon by three old Hottentots, who ſeemed as if 
they came to pry into the buſineſs in thoſe parts. They were, 
properly ſpeaking, of the race of Bo/hies-men, though of 
the more civilized fort, who, even in their own language, 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the name of good Boſbies- men; 
probably from the circumſtance of their grazing a few 


trymen. My guide explained their buſineſs to me, which 
was to beg tobacco, and to complain of their diſtrefled ſitua- 


off all their young people, ſo that they were now left alone 
in their old age to look after themſelves and their cattle, 
I ordered my interpreter to tell them in reply, that we, as 


departed from hence, the thermometer was at 62; and at 


ble to follow it. In the mean time to my great aſtoniſh- 


mal piercing through the thickeſt of the wood with the 


cattle, and not living by rapine like others of their coun- 


tion; the farmers having been with them, and having Fr 


they 


1 
ts 


rye-field. We likewiſe ſaw a Koedoe (the anKape ho 3 
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they might very well perceive, were no farmers, and ſtill 3 
leſs kidnappers. YN 

I muſt here inform the reader, that many of the 1gno-= _ 
rant Hottentots and Indians not having been able to form | 
any idea of the Dutch Eaſt-India Company and the board 
of direction, the Dutch from the very beginning in India, 
politically gave out the company for one individual power- 
ful prince, by the chriſtian name of Far or ohn. This 
likewiſe procured them more reſpect, than if they had ac- 
tually been able to make the Indians comprehend, that they 
: & were really governed by a company of merchants. On 
mis account I ordered my interpreter to ſay farther, that 
1 we were the children of Jan Company, who had Rot ms  -  _ _. 
cout to view this country, and collect plants for medical 
purpoſes. I likewife bid him give them to underſtand, 

that we had an amazing quantity of powder and ball, to- 
gether with five ſtand of fire-arms, as they themſelves 
ſaw; that we intended to ſhoot a great deal of game, and 
it would be a great pity if they could not come along with 
us, and partake of the abundant ſpoil of fleſh, which 
would otherwiſe be ſuffered to lie as food for the birds and 
beaſts of prey. 

This ſtory, patched up in n haſte, wirh a mixture of truth | 
and falſhood, ſeemed to have made a deep impreſſion on | 
theſe Hottentots. It was, indeed, touching them in a ten- 
der part, to talk to them of ſo much meat, and to pity 
their emaciated ſtate, without letting them obſerve, how- 
ever, that it was more for my own advantage than theirs, 
that I was fo deſirous of their company. That ſame 
mght then, there not LO came to me three middle- aged 

5 men 


22 


1775. 
December. 


WY 


* 
} 
ik 
17% 
1 11 
© ot 
44. 
a 14 
0 . i 
#5 * I 
N 
1 
14 
* 
40 
1 

1 
1 © A 

Y 

9 1 IT 
We 8 1 

" 7 1 

+ $04 84 

* $621! "3880 

=. +. TC | 

= | 3 i 19 

4 . 
1 
4 
e 
ns 1? A 
457 4 11 & 
nm $18 +1398 
$651 -1351þ 
5 #13788 
K 14 
Z 5 197 0 
IS 1 1 

31 73 
1 7 ry tf 

wi 

1 
1 * " 
; ! ! 
1 j U 
1 {i078 

Tal 

＋7 74 

Rin 

h 111 

rs | 

s ; (110 

bl 24 1 it 

$1341! 
1 

nn, 

"11348 
1 1 

tit 4 

1 

i: 
[ N 
5 
1 b 1 
. 
J i \ 1 

Fi 

14747 

777 tt 

in 

15 
1448 
1 
17 1 
ny © . 

4310 24198 
1 1 

Tis | j 

177 : 
17 
1 j i 
Hs ith! 
een 
f 
ae 
ne 
16 

FE { 

1 ; 
E 1 q 

KL97 - 3 
"4 [C8 © 

7H. 

1 

x 

; . 

FF? 

7 ) 

* 4 4 

. 
1 

1 

Ane 

4H f [ 

- ' 

1 
! bl 
305200 
A 11 
1 
260 "1 
WT 3 * 8 

1 * 4 
1 ' 
2@ if fy 

Linn 

174% 

LM ＋ 

i 

* N 

Frey ot 

Hh 1 

1 

1 - 
73: 66 81008 
[55:4 Kc 
HM , * 

11 
. 
'F 740148 

1 

I. 

W 

it 

inn 

115 4 

470 

r 

15 $1 
- 1 

{212-188 
Wl "611142 
* 
. 
. 13 

„„ 

a 113 . + 
: 3 
1453.53 1 

1 zK 
1 wo 
i! oy 
N 

49 
r 

it 4 
18 ; ne | 

HAT 24 
bh; 13 17 Hh 
| 1244 

1 Ted 
f 6844, 
C s 1 

rf i 

1 f 

A 
Dt. 

ik 

5 476 4 

Re 11:1 

+. X 
_ $17 

1 

1 
14% 

HH * 

1 1 
144 4 
* - 
.&4 
"Fi 
{4 
3 
j 


— — 
——— — 


o 5 
* o OSS + 8 
1 | pF "= 2 — 
— — — - AN A 3 
— 1 — — dendencmes — — — 2 
a 2 — — — — 
2 — 2 — — _ 
e's — _ — — 3 — 
— . — & - — RA, 2 
— RO : 1 r 2 La 
— o — E ws * * 
—̃—— — S 
5 — : . — 
— . 5 N 
— — — - * 
. 


A VOYAGE To THE 


men to offer their ſervices, but I even ſaw the three old 


fellows above-mentioned, with great eagerneſs and diligence 
preparing their ſhoes, in order to be ready the next morn- 
ing to follow us in our expedition. 

Having given my guide to underſtand, how ſtrange this 
conduct of the Hottentots appeared to me, when I com- 


pared it with the account they had given of themſelves 


at firſt, at the ſame time that from this circumſtance I ap- 
prehended they would prove falſe ; beſides, that I doubted, 
whether we ſhould be able to find food for ſo many as ſix 
of them, we being five in number ourſelves, which in all 
made eleven perſons; he replied, © Pſhaw ! this is always 


the Hottentot's cuſtom to lye the firſt word they fpeak; and 
as for victuals, we ſhall get game enough to eat, Tl war⸗ 


rant you.” The latter part of -his reply gave me ſome 


ſatisfaction; for as to the Hottentots cuſtom of lying at 


the firſt word, I was pretty even with them in that re- 


ſpect, with my pretended relationſhip to Fan Company. 
On the roth in the morning we ſet out on our journey, 


being in all eleven perſons. The fix newly-arrived Hot- 


tentots did not underſtand a word of Dutch, on which ac- 


count we were obliged to make uſe of the three others as 
interpreters ; though, in general, we made them under- 
ſtand us pretty well by ſigns, and ſome few Hottentot 
words we had learnt the meaning of, and could ourſelves 


_ pronounce with the proper clack againſt the roof of the 


mouth. Still, however, Mr. IMMELMAN and I could not 
be otherwiſe than anxious about the procuring of food for 
ſach a number of people, when, in caſe of a ſcarcity, we 


l to hear them grumbling againſt their Mo/es and 
Aaron, 
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am on, Who had inveigled them into the deſert ; for the 


buffalo which we had chaſed the day before got away from 
us, though the buſhes in more than one place were ſtained 


with his blood. Upon this, however, we ſoon obſerved, 


that our volunteer corps, the {ix laſt Hottentots, made no 


difficulty of eating, without any preparation whatever, 


the ill-taſted beans of a wild ſhrub, (the guaiacum afrum.) 


1 thought I could ſhew the Hottentots another ſubſtance 
likewiſe, which might ſerve to appeaſe their. hunger in 


caſe of neceſſity. This was the gum arabic, which they 
might gather in many ſpots thereabouts from the 727m0/a 
nilotica; but this was a ſpecies of food very well known to 


this for many days together. 


This day I ſaw, for the firſt time, a hon of boſch-var- 


hens, or, as they are likewiſe called, wilde-varkens, (wood- 
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. and which they had often tried. When in want Sos 


ſwine, or wild-ſwine) in their wild uncultivated ſtate ; for 


1 had hitherto only ſeen one of this ſpecies of animals in 
the menagerie at the Cape. It was confined there with a 
ſtrong iron chain, as it was very wild and vicious. M. 


PALLAS, Who in his Spicil. Zool. Faſc. II. p. 11. and Miſcel. 


Zool. p. 16. has deſcribed this animal by the name of aper 


Aithiopicus, and has (in Tab. I. I. c.) given a figure of it, 


farther informs us in his Hbicil. Aid: Faſc. XI. Additam. 
Pp. 84. that one of them killed the keeper of the menagerie 
at Amſterdam. One may eafily conceive that this creature 
is very dangerous, if one only takes notice of its large tuſks, 


(vide Tab. V. 1. c.) Theſe are four in number. Two of 


them proceed from the upper 2 and! turn upwards like a 


8 | | | horn, | 
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horn, conſiſting, however, of a fine ivory-like ſubſtance. 
In a head of this animal ſalted and dried, which I gave to 


the Royal Academy of Sciences in Sweden, the tuſks or 
horns ſtand nine inches out of the jaws, and meaſure full 


five inches in circumference at the baſe. The two other 
tuſks, which come from the lower jaw, project but three 
inches from the mouth, being flat on the infide, and cor- 


reſponding with. another plain ſurface ſimilar to it in the 


upper tuſks. Theſe the beaſts make uſe of not ſo much 
for biting, as for goring: and butting with. A little pig of 


this ſpecies, which I afterwards caught at Yi/ch-rivier, and 
had it tied up, thinking to bring it alive along with me, 


had already got this trick, ſo that I was ſoon obliged to „ 
it be killed. It was terribly vicious, and quick in all its mo-: 


tions; and though at that time not abſolutely dangerous, 
yet my Boſhies-men were very much afraid of it.“ We 
had rather, ſaid they, attack a lion on the plain, than an 
African wild boar; for this, though much ſmaller, comes 


ruſhing on a man as ſwift as an arrow, and throwing him 
down ſnaps, his legs in two, and at the ſame inſtant rips up 


his belly before he can get to ſtrike it, and kill it with his 


javelin.” The dwelling-place of this ſame ſpecies of wild 


boar, to which the avenues ſeemed to me to be very 
narrow, 1s under-ground. I have been told indeed, that 


the bo/ch-varkens go down into them backwards, and place 


themſelves there in a row one behind the other ; but this 


is not very likely, for probably theſe pailages are widened 
lower down. Thus much, however, is certain, that people 
ſeldom or never venture to attack them in their holes, as 


there is always danger of their ruſhing out upon them 


unawares. - = The 
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The body of this animal i is ſmall in compariſon with its 
head, a conformation which facilitates its burrowing and 


living under-ground. Neither would it be adviſeable for 


a man on horſeback to approach too near or to hunt this 
animal, as it will often turn round on a ſudden, and 
ſtriking off one of the horſe's legs, afterwards kill both 
him and his rider. This day I purſued ſeveral pigs with 


the old ſows, with a view to ſhoot one of them, but in 


vain; nevertheleſs, the chaſe of them afforded me a fingular 
pleaſure. In fact, the heads of the old ones, which were 
before of a tolerable fize, ſeemed on a ſudden to have grown 
ſtill bum and more pe than they were before; which 


the more, as riding Hard? over a countr y full of buſhes _—_ - 


pits, I had hitherto been prevented from giving ſufficient 
attention to the manner in which it was brought about. 
The whole of the myſtery, however, conſiſted in this; 
each of the old ones, during its flight, took a pig in its 


mouth ; a circumſtance that alſo explained to me another 


{ubject of my ſurprize, which was, that all the pigs which 


I was juſt before chaſing along with the old ones, vaniſhed 


all on a ſudden. But in this action we find a kind of una- 


nimity among the wood-ſwine, in which they reſemble the 


tame ſpecies, and which they have in a greater degree than 


many other animals. It is likewiſe very aſtoniſhing, that 


the pigs ſhould be carried about in this manner between ſuch 


large tuſks as thoſe of their mothers, without being hurt, or 


crying out in the leaſt, I ſaw the ſame thing done, however, 
on two other occaſions, as I was chaſing them. The cry of 
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theſe young ones was: like that of our common, pig, as 1 


ö — ee in ſome we afterwards caught. 


I have it from pretty good authority, that one ö Josnux 


pr BoER, a farmer in Camdebo, had ſucceeded 1 in obtaining 


a brood of theſe wood-ſwine, which had been coupled with 


the ordinary ſort; but as the perſon who told it me had not 


ſufficiently informed himſelf concerning the circumſtances, 
I could not get any farther inſight into the matter. This 


experiment having failed in Holland, as mentioned by M. 


PALLAS, 1s no reaſon why it ſhould not ſucceed better in 


other places. I obſerved a peculiar circumſtance . on my 


return home through Lange-#/oof, which was, that two 
tame Pigs at a farmer's in that province, not only went 


down on their knees to graze, but even ſucceſſively chang- 


ed this poſture to that of ſtanding, with the greateſt eaſe; 
This faculty the animal ſeems to have acquired in its ſub- 
terraneous caverns, and it proceeds from the creature's 


neck being too ſhort to be _ conveniently lowered to the 


ground. 
The African wood-ſwine are likewiſe diſtinguiſhed from 


any other ſpecies of ſwine, by four peculiar caruncles or 


excreſcences. Two of theſe are broad and flat, being 
about two inches over both in length and breadth, and 
are placed at the diſtance of a hand's breadth juſt before 
and underneath the eyes. The other two are ſpherical, 
an inch high, and are ſituated on the noſe at three inches 
diſtance, in a ftraight line from behind the jaws. The 
tail is flatted at the tip J and this appendage they never 
fail, either old or youn 8 to hold quite erect in the air 
— hs 5 during 
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during the whole time that they are purſued. With reſpect Desti 5. 
to the taſte of it, I found the fleſh very much reſemble that 
of the ordinary pig; but never obſerved the animals them-_ 
ſelves to be of that dark hue aſcribed to them by M. PALLAs, 
and which M. VosMAER has given them in the coloured 
figures he has publiſhed ; thoſe that I ſaw being only of 
a bright yellow-colour, like the greateſt part of our do- 
meſtic ſwine. Neither did I hear any body in the colony 
call them baartloopers, as M. VOSMAER pretends they are 
termed: though, on the other hand, I have frequently 
heard the Hottentots call them kaunaba, and have likewiſe 
been informed by them, that theſe creatures are fond of 
5 wallowing in the mire, and are wont to grub after ts. 
root of a ſhrub of the meſembryantbennun genus, which 
they call da-?'has. 

At night we came to the upper part of 7 Kurenoi, or 
Little Sunday- river. We fixed our reſting-place at the 
diſtance of a few gun-ſhots from a clan of baſtards, or 
Hottentot-Caffres, who are the offspring of the nuxture of 
both theſe nations. T hey chiefly ſpoke the Caffre lan- 
guage, but had neither the large lips, robuſt, and eaſy 
form, nor the black complexion of the Cafres. They 

appeared to me not ſo ſwarthy as my own Hottentots, and 
I ſuppoſe, that they originate only from -a ſet of people, 
who having acquired ſome cattle by ſervitude among the 
Caffres, had formed themſelves into this ſociety. The 
iris of their eyes was of a very dark brown hue, and al- 
moſt, if not quite as dark as the pupil. They had a great 
quantity of cattle, and ſeemed to live very happily in their 
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Way. As ſoon as ever they nad taken their cattle up from 
paſture they milked them; an a Ny amen 


with ſinging and dancing. 
We ſeldom ſee ſuch happineſs and contentment as ſeems to 


be indicated by this feſtive cuſtom, in a handful of people 
totally uncultivated, and ſubſiſting in their original ſavage 
ſtate, in the midſt of a perfect deſert. Mr. IMMELMAN 


accompanied me, in order to behold with his own eyes 


the real archetype of that ſtate of paſtoral felicity, which 


the poets are continually occupied in painting and deſcrib- 


ing. We announced ourſelves here likewiſe as being the 
children of the company, and were received by them with 


a friendly ſimplicity and homely freedom, which, how- 


ever, by no means leſſened them in our thoughts as men. 


They preſented us with milk, and danced at our requeſt ; 
at the ſame time giving us to underſtand, that our fame, 
as being a ſingular people with plaited hair, and at the 


fame time ſimplers and viper-catchers, had reached them 
long before our arrival. 


We were ſpectators of their country dances, in which 


there was very little either of agility or art. While their 
feet were employed in a kind of ſtamping and moderately 


flow movement, every one of them at intervals made ſe- 


veral ſmall gentle motions with a little ſtick, which they 


held in their hands. The ſimplicity which prevailed in 


their dances was equally conſpicuous i in their finging, the 


following being all the words uſed to the tune of one of 
their country dances, which 1 took down in writing at 


the time, Maijema, Maes, huh, buh, huh. The former 


part 


e 
MEET 
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EN. 
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ſhewing any diſlike to this treatment: 
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part of this was. chaunted repeatedly Piano by an elderly | 1775- 


matron, who was anſwered. by the young men and maids wy) 


in the latter words, ſung ſtaccato by way of chorus. It 


muſt be confeſſed, that this concert was not well adapt- 


ed to ſatisfy a nice ear; however, it inſpired a certain 


degree of joy and chearfulneſs, and was by no means diſ- 


agreeable, .. 

They had another kind of dance, which conſiſted in 
taking each other by the hand, and dancing gently in a 
circle round about one or more perſons, who were placed 
in the middle of the ring, and whoſe movements were 


briſker and quicker; yet we could not help laughing, 


the poor infants pop their heads alternately in and out of 

the bags hanging at the backs of their mothers, who were 
likewiſe dancing; ſo that we had great reaſon to fear that 
they would break their necks. But what was ſtill more 
ridiculous was, that theſe little Hottentots were far from 
but, on the con- 
trary, were ſo well pleaſed with it, that they ſufficiently 
ſhewed their diſpleaſure by crying, when their mothers, 
who were ſoon tired with carrying them on their backs, 


wanted to ſet them down, or retire from the dance. 


Beſides the pleaſures which theſe daily dances may be 
ſuppoſed to afford them, they have at. their greater feſti- 


_ vals the more delightful enjoyment of voluptuous love, 


which, at thoſe times, the youth of both ſexes, by their 
laws, have full opportunity given them to purſue, For it 
is ſaid, that the unmarried part of the company, in the | 

very 
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30 
Dedlu be: Very middle of the dance, withdraw 0 a private place in 
we couples. ſucceſſively: and at different intervals, without giv- 
ing the leaſt ſubject of offence and ſcandal, and without - WW 
having any occaſion to bluſſ when they return again to the 3 
company. I have purpoſely ſaid only, that opportunity is I 
given them for this purpoſe; as I could not learn, whether 1 
their laws, together with the opportunity, allowed the ac- 
tion itſelf, which, as I have mentioned above, the Caffres 
permit themſelves to tranſact in the of the whole 
company 'that 1s dancing. 1 | 
This remiſſneſs of their laws, however, in allowing them . 
opportunities of this kind, ſeems to be in direct oppoſition 
to the rigorous ſtrictneſs of theſe ſame laws in the follow- 
ing particular. Any young woman whatſoever, who, after | X 
ſuch dance, ſhall prove pregnant, ſhall be put to death, Z 
together with her paramour ; unleſs, which indeed is ge- 1 
nerally the caſe, the oldeſt people in the clan mitigate the ⁵⁶ 
puniſhment, by commuting it into a perpetual union; or- 
dering them beſides, to forfeit an ox or a cow to feaſt 
the whole community with, by way of atonement for their 
crime. In this latter article of the mitigation of the de- 
cree, it is not difficult to perceive the ſelfiſh motives of the 4 
ſociety; but it is, perhaps, not ſo eaſy from this ſtrange E- 
edict itſelf, to trace out the intention of the primitive in- 
ſtitutor of it. Moreover, who could have ſuppoſed, that = 
among theſe artleſs herdſmen another cuſtom ſhould pre- 
Vail, which ſhould ſacrifice the virtue and innocence of the B 
fair ſex to the intereſted views of a parent or guardian? 
A Hottentot, who at that time dwelt in thoſe parts, aſſured 
NN Og — me, 
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me, t that on any Hottentot's paying a ſtipulated price to a Dectiber, 
girl's relations, ſhe was obliged to fleep with him; but that 
neither did the law ordain, nor had there been any in- 
ſtance known, that a young woman ſhould be delivered- 
1 up into the arms of a Chriſtian, or white man, on any 
1 conſideration whatever. The Hottentot added, that for his 
1 part, he had not entered into any union here of the kind, 
as for two, or at moſt three nights enjoyment, it would 
have coſt him the price of a cow; a price, he ſaid, that 
would have made him dearly repent his bargain. . 
This Hottentot, Who explained to me the circumſtances 

have juſt been mentioning, and at the ſame time gave me 
many other curious anecdotes and relations, I had the greater | 
reaſon to believe, as he had the appearance of being a 
ſober ſenſible. man, and indeed was known to be ſuch by 

my guide. He had been brought up in a village near the 

Chriſtians, in the ſervice of whom he had always been; 

and at this time, with the aſſiſtance of the baſtard or Caffre 

Hottentots belonging to this craal, he had caught, and then 
= had in his cuſtody, three old Boſhies-women with their 
4 - children, with an intention to take them home to his maſter 
= for ſlaves. His maſter had given him a gun, but he was at 
that time quite deficient in the article of powder, conſe- 
quently he was put to his ſhifts for food, both for himſelf 

and his captives. I therefore gave him ſome powder, as I 

conſidered,” that, ſo far from having any effect in riveting 

the chains of theſe unhappy people, it would rather tend ; 
to make them fit lighter. _ He told me likewiſe, that his 
female captives had threatened to bewitch * but that 


he 
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December. 
for their menaces and their ſavage manners. 


A baſtard Hottentot, who had accompanied him in chis 
expedition, had been wounded in the ſhoulder with a poi- 
ſoned arrow. The poiſon had been ſucked out of the 

wound immediately. The tumour had not abſolutely a 
bad appearance; yet the wounded man was by no means 

well, and was himſelf in doubt whether he ſhould recover 
or not, Nothing was laid upon 1t but the bruiſed leaves 
of the Hottentot fig-tree. 

They keep their milk in leathern ſacks, of which I have 

given a deſcription above, never eating it till it is curdled ; 
but the veſſels they milked it into were baſkets. of a pecu- 


— 


775 he had no faith in witchcraft, ny has: an equal conterapt 


Bil and in ſo cloſe a manner, that they would not only hold 
Z milk but even water. Theſe veſſels would be as neat as 
5 they are light, if the Hottentots did not always neglect to 
waſh them. Indeed, moſt of theſe baſkets had acquired 
ſuch an appearance from the milk being encruſted upon 
them, as at firſt induced us to ſuppoſe that they were be- 
ſmeared with cow-dung, in order to make them hold the 
liquor the better. But I have ſince tried baſkets, that were 
quite new. and clean, particularly one that I had brought 
home with me, and found, that without any kind of daub- 
ing, they did not leak in the leaſt. Theſe milk-pails, or 
baſkets, are moſtly of the ſhape of that delineated in Plate I. 
Vol. I. fig. 1. holding from a pint and a half to four gallons; 
and beſides the advantage of being very light, they have 
likewiſe that of their rims being ſufficiently pliable, 
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the coloniſts or Hottentots, will ſuffer themſelves to be:. 


' milked, without their hind legs being firſt tied together; 


as they otherwiſe never fall either to kick the perſons who 
milk them, or elſe to get away from them. The interpreter, 
I have juſt been ſpeaking of, defired me, therefore, to ob- 


ſerve here, as being an uncommon circumſtance, that ſeve- 


ral of the cows belonging to theſe baſtard Caffres, allowed 
themſelves to be milked without being tied up. I likewiſe 
remarked, that the cows here, whether tied up or looſe, 
were, for the moſt part, too ſhy and wild to ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be milked, except their calves were with them, 
and had previouſly ſucked them a little. The herdſmen 


to the ſkin of her dead calf juſt before ſhe was milked. 
Circumciſion 18 practiſed by theſe Hottentots as well as 
by the Gonaquas and Caſtres, and is performed upon youths 


at that period of life, when, to uſe their own expreſſion, 
they become hali-men. 
ſuit the time ſo, as to have an opportunity of performing: 


Yet they generally endeavour to 


the operation upon ſeveral at once. | 
The next morning, being the IIth, we were waked by 


the Hottentots ſinging and dancing; and with this rejoicing, 


or, at leaſt, appearance of happineſs and delight, it ſhould. 


ſeem that this ſimple race of people always begin and con- 


Vo“. II. . clude 


themſelves in this Place were alſo deſirous that tx: ſhould 7, aa. 
take notice, as a matter of curioſity, of the manner in 5 
which a cow, who had brought forth a dead calf, was at 
length induced to be milked. The artifice made uſe of for 
this purpoſe, conſiſted in letting her always put her noſe 
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dude the day. We likewiſe paid a viſit to them that 


ww morning, but ſoon found it more prudent to return to our 


waggon again; as a great number of them now came to 
pay their reſpects to us, and at the ſame time became more 


troubleſome than ever, by importuning us for tobacco. I 


do not know whether I ſhould look upon it as a mark 


of great ſimplicity, or as an ingenious and finely turned com- 
pliment in one of them, who deſired my interpreter to tell 
me, that he had never ſeen a waggon before, and therefore 


wiſhed me to inform him, whether mine had grown up in 


the ſame ſtate in which he then ſaw it. 
In the mean while, in order to obtain a truce from their 


_ tireſome practice of peſtering us for tobacco, we excited their 2 
5 aſtoniſhment by ſhewing them our watches. I even at= 


tempted to acquire ſome reſpect from theſe people, as not 
being without ſome knowledge of magic. This, it may 
well be ſuppoſed, did not proceed from any miſplaced am- 
bition, but rather from motives of prudence, and with a 
view by this means of curbing their growing deſires, which 
might probably terminate in ſome bold attempts on the 
iron-work of our waggon, &c. For this purpoſe I bid 
theſe Hottentots, and at the ſame time my own, endeavour 
to take ſome quickſilver with their fingers out of a parcel 


of it which I had brought with me. The various attempts 


they made ſtill proving abortive, excited i in them the great- 


eſt aſtoniſhment, and proved an inexhauſtible fubject to 
them of converſation and laughter. Afterwards, to their 


utter amazement, I took out ſeveral globules. of quick=_ 
filver, having previoully,. unperceived by them, rubbed 


my 
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my fingers over with tallow. Neither did I omit aſtonich- . 
ing theſe ſimple ſwains, with the wonderful magnetic pro- . 
perties of the needle belonging to my compaſs. I remem- | 
ber, indeed, having read ſomewhere of a certain great 
commander, who, being in America, in order to intimi- 
date the natives, and make them behave peaceably, ſet. 
fire to ſome brandy, which they took for water, at the 
ſame time threatening to ſet fire to their rivers and burn 
them up; but I had no occaſion to have reſource to ex- 
tremities, as the miracles I had before performed, ſeemed 
already to have deterred them from attempting any hoſti- 
lities,—It was particularly from theſe baſtard Caffres, that 


I e the Caffre , which are to be found at the end 


The eee of this community, was ſaid to be chiefly 
veſted in a man, who at the ſame time was pointed out to 
me as being the richeſt among them. He held this office 
by inheritance, and appeared to be a ſober, ſedate, mid- 
dle-aged man. His manner diſcovered no particular pre- 
eminence or authority; on the contrary, he had more 
trouble with the milking than any of the reſt, So that 
riches, even among the uncultivated Hottentots, are attended 
with uneaſineſs and trouble. 

There was another perſon here, whoſe buſy manner, 
continual chattering and geſticulation, plainly denoted, that 
he held ſome conſiderable office. In fact, he was the 
| ſorcerer (as they term it) of the community; and con- 
ſequently, by virtue of his office, was maſter of the cere- 
monies, high prieſt, phyſician, and cow-leach; and of 
ES: himſelf, 
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e hitmſelk, independently of any office whatever, an arch 
egy charlatan; who, by his drolleries and ridiculous antic geſ- 
| tures, endeavoured to diſtinguiſh himſelf from the reſt, 
and at the ſame time to excite the young people to dance. 
As I was not ignorant, that in the better informed and 
more enlightened ſocieties of Europe, theſe ſame charlatans 
frequently, by means of their deſpicable talents, thruſt 
Mi) tmhemſelves into offices of the higheſt importance and the 
{0 „ acquiſition of riches, I was not in the leaſt ſurprized to 
28 hear, that this fellow, beſides being univerſally reſpected, 
was in poſſeſſion of a greater ſtock of cattle than any one 
among them. I was likewiſe informed, that for delivering 
a cow, which had a difficult labour, he uſually had a f 
heifer for his fee; and likewiſe that at e feaſt, the il 
beſt and fatteſt piece fell to his ſhare. 
In the northern climates I had been accuſtomed to ſee 
fox tails worn to keep out the cold. Here I ſaw, for the 
firſt time, the tails of the jackall, or African fox, uſed by 
way of preſervative againſt the heat of the weather; inaſ- 
much as the Hottentots wiped the ſweat off their faces 
: with them, for this purpoſe carrying them about with 
them fixed upon ſhort ſticks. Having now ſufficiently con- 
templated the manners of theſe people, we proceeded on our 
journey ; and, as in the mean time our guide had given us 
the ſlip, and ſhot an old, lean, and louſy buffalo, we made 
a trip to the place where it lay, and loaded our waggon 
with the beſt part of the meat, leaving the remainder to 
the baſtard Hottentots, the birds of prey, and the hyænas. 
The lice that we Tound upon this buffalo, were of a new 
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afterwards drove higher up, along Kureno-rivier, 


nd the water there almoſt motionleſs and brackiſh. 


We ordered the tops and graſs of the reeds growing in this 
little ſtream to be cut off, for the purpoſe of foddering our 
horſes at night. At night, the wolves which probably had 
got ſcent of the meat in our waggon, gave us to underſtand 
by their howlings, that they were not not far from us. 
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N the 12th our guide took us firſt to the eaſt and 
then to the ſouth-eaſt, over a champain country, z 
that we might bait and water our cattle at noon. This we ME 
.- did at a land-ſpring, which had been very much trampled | 
1 under foot by the buffaloes, and which had no drain or 
Wl outlet. But at the diſtance of an hour's ride from thence, 
we found better water, and came to a reſolution to put up 
the following night not far from the ſpot, in order to be 
ready in the morning to look out after the buffaloes; as it 
is more eſpecially in places juſt like theſe, that they come 
out into the meadows to graze; but, on the contrary, in 
the day-time, on account of the heat, they 1 chooſe 
bt to keep in the woods. 
| | 5 „ It had not been dark two hours, before We ann the 
3 c roaring of lions, which at times appeared to be pretty near 
. | us. This was the firſt time that I had heard this kind 
— of muſic, and, as there were ſeveral performers, it might 
be properly called a concerto of lions. They continued 
_ roaring the whole night, whence Dy guide concluded, that 
they 
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they had afſembled on the plains in order to te, and 


Des er. ; 


carry on their amours, by * and LIES: each other 


after the manner of cats. 


To deſcribe the roaring of the lion as nearly as I can, I 
muſt inform the reader, that it conſiſted in a hoarſe inar- 
ticulate ſound, which at the ſame time ſeemed to have a 
hollowneſs in it, ſomething like that proceeding from a 
ſpeaking trumpet. The ſound is between that of a German 
or Italian U and an O, being drawn to a great length, and 
ſeeming as if it proceeded from out of the earth; though, 
in fact, after liſtening with the greateſt attention, I could 
not hear preciſely from what quarter it came. The ſound 
of the lion's voice does not bear the leaſt reſemblance mn 


| thunder, as M. DE-BUFFON, Tom. IX. p. 22, from the 


Voyage of BOULLAYE LE GOUZ, afhrms it does. In fact, 
it appeared to me to be neither peculiarly piercing nor tre- 
mendous; yet from its flow prolonged note, joined with 
nocturnal darkneſs, and the terrible idea one is apt to form 
to one's ſelf of this animal, it has made me ſhudder, even in 
ſuch places, as I had an opportunity of hearing it in with 
more {atisfaction,, and without having the leaſt occaſion for 
fear. We could plainly perceive by our animals, when the 
lions, whether they roared or not, were reconnoitering us at 
a imall diſtance. For in that caſe the hounds did not dare to 
bark in the leaſt, but crept quite cloſe to the Hottentots ; and 
our oxen and horſes ſighed deeply, frequently hanging back, 
and pulling flowly with all their might at the ſtrong ſtraps 
with which they were tied up to the waggon. They likewiſe 
laid themſelves down upon the ground and ſtocd up alter- 
nately, Appearing; as- if they did not Know What to do with 
themſelves:: 
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uem fehr and, indeed, I might truly ſay, juſt as if they v were 


in the agonies of death, In the mean time, my Hottentots 


made the neceſſary preparations, and laid each of them 
their javelins by the fide of them. We likewiſe loaded all 


our five pieces, three of which we diſtributed among thoſe ” 


of our Hottentots who ſpoke Dutch. 


Fires and fire-brands are univerfalty reckoned, and, in- 


deed, were ſaid by my Hottentots to be, a great preſerva- 
tive and defence againſt lions and other wild beaſts ; yet 
they themſelves could mention inftances, in which the 


lion had leaped forward to the fire, and carried aff ſome 
one of them, who had been ſitting round it and warming | 
__ themſelves. The animal too has ſometimes taken its prey Z 
to ſo ſhort a diſtance, that the poor wretch's companions OR 4 
Have plainly heard it champing and chewing his fleſh. : 


The Hottentots deſired us who were placed in the waggon, 


not to be in too great haſte to fire in caſe a lion ſhould 
take a leap among them, for fear that in the dark we 
might at the ſame time hurt ſome of them. They had 


concerted matters ſo, that ſome of them ſhould rather at- 


tempt to pierce him through with their haſſagais or ſpears, 
while at the ſame inſtant the others ſhould endeavour to 


cling about its legs. 


They looked upon it as a certain fact, and I have ſince 


heard the ſame from others, that a lion does not imme- 


diately kill the perſon he has got under him, unleſs he is 


excited to do ſo by the reſiſtance he meets with. At length, 
however, the royal tyrant, as they tell us, gives the victim 


the coup de grace on his breaſt with a hideous roar. On this 
occaſion I muſt do my Hottentots the juſtice to ſay, that 


they 


SY 7 A 
N 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


they did not betray the leaſt fear; though at the ſame time 
they conceived the old and commonly-received notion to be 


abſolutely true, that both lions and tigers would attack a 


ſlave or a Hottentot, before they will a coloniſt or a white 
man. Conſequently, Mr. IMMELMAN and I had no ſuch 
great reaſon to be in fear for our own perſons, unleſs more 
than one hon ſhould come to attack us, . or that we ſhould 


diſcharge our pieces too precipitately and miſs him; for in 


ſuch a caſe, the lion always ruſhes on the markſman. 


Conſidering the matter, however, in another light, we who 


lay in the waggon and at a diſtance from the fire, were moſt 
liable to receive a viſit from the lions; or at leaſt to ſee our 


horſes and oxen, which were tied up to the waggon, ſeized 
by them. Otherwiſe, for the ſingularity of the ſpectacle, 


1 ſhould have been glad to have ſeen an attack of this kind, 
if it had not coſt me more than a couple of my oxen. In 


ſuch a caſe, indeed, my horſes would probably firſt have 


fallen a prey to this rapacious animal, as it is generally 
ſuppoſed, that the lion gives them the preference. 


Among our oxen there was one which at this time, as well 


as ſince upon other ſimilar occaſions, appeared extremely 
diſquieted and reſtleſs. It had beſides, a ſingular and 


aſtoniſhing habit of making an inward 1 which cannot 


be deſcribed; and this was the caſe likewiſe with the 
ſtone-horſe, in his way. This, in fact, was ſufficient to 
make us keep ourſelves in readineſs, though it happened 


not to be abſolutely neceſſary : however, we. quickly got 
accuſtomed to it, and ſeveral times laid ourſelves down to 


ſleep, void of care, leaving our beaſts to ſigh on unheeded. 


It is, indeed, a wonderful circumſtance, that the brute 
creaion 15 
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ELL AMY creation ſhould have been taught merely by nature to be in 
dread of the lion; for our horſes and oxen were all from 


places, where I am certain they could have no knowledge 
of this dreadful adverſary of theirs: ſo that in this we 


muſt admire the bounty of Providence, which, while it 
has ſent ſuch a tyrant as the lion amongſt the animal crea- 
tion, has likewiſe taught them to diſcern and diſtinguiſh it 


at a diſtance with trembling and horror. 


One would ſuppoſe, that the roaring of the lion would 


be of uſe to the other animals, and ſerve as a warning to them 


- to betake themſelves to flight; but as when he roars, ac- 
cording to all report, he puts his mouth to the grqund, fo 
that the ſound is diffuſed equally all over the place, with- 
out, as we have already mentioned, its being poſlible to 
hear from what quarter it comes, the animals are intimi- 
85 dated and ſcared to ſuch a degree, as to fly about backwards 


and forwards in the dark to every ſide; in conſequence of 
which, ſome of them may eaſily chance to run on to the 


very ſpot from whence the tremendous ſound actually pro- 


ceeds, and which they meant moſt to avoid. 
A writer, in other reſpects worthy of attention, who 
{tyles himfelf Officier au Roi, aſſerts, in his Voyage a Þ'Iſſe 


de France, &c. p. 63, that in Africa there are found 


whole armies of lions; a fact of which, he ſays, he was 
informed, by three perſons of conſequence in the govern- 
ment, whoſe names he mentions. 

This author, as well as his informers, and thoſe, 10 Go 
there be, who have given any credit to him, may be eaſily 
made to conceive the palpable abſurdity of the idea by 
this fin gle conſideration, that to ſupport armies of lions, 
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it would require a greater quantity of quadrupeds and 


Derr. 


game, as it is called, than is to be found not only in 


Africa, but in all the world beſides. In order to confirm 


this aſſertion, we may appeal to an arch obſervation made 


by the Indians, and reported by Laritau. © It is a very 
fortunate circumſtance for mankind, ſaid they, that the 
Portugueſe are as few in number as they are cruel in their 
diſpoſitions ; juſt as it is with the tigers and lions with 
reſpect to the reſt of the animal Creation, or otherwiſe there 
would ſoon be an end of us men.” 

With regard to the teſtimonies of es Pete of conſe- 
quence here appealed to, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that 


we may at any time, without the leaſt heſitation, call in 


queſtion any poſition which militates againſt common ſenſe. 
Beſides, in the Eaſt-Indies, knowledge and the appearance of 
truth are not always abſolutely inſeparable from authority. 

I myſelf have heard a perſon belonging to the council at the 
Cape, relate to ſtrangers the moſt ridiculous abſurdities con- 
cerning the country in which he lived. Stories of this kind 
often originate with the farmers and yeomen, who come 
from a great diſtance, and who often find their account in 
amuſing their rulers with pleaſing tales; which, the more 
wonderful they are, with the greater 1 they are ſwal- 
lowed. Another ſource of theſe falſe reports is in the 
depraved diſpoſition of mankind, who are very prone to 
impoſe as much as they can on the credulity of the weak 
and ſimple. Again, admitting it to be true, that the Romans 
introduced into their public ſpectacles a great number of 
lions, which, indeed, they might eaſily collect, from the 

extenſive tracts of country they poſſeſſed in Africa and 
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Aſia, vet it never can be conſonant either to truth or 
probability, that armies of lions ſhould be found in 


theſe quarters of the globe: and it is in theſe quarters 


only that, according to the very probable poſition of 
M. DE BUFFON, they exiſt. So that when a later writer, 
the Abb? DE MANET, in his deſcription of the northern 
part of Africa, affirms, that the ſame kind of lion is like- 


wiſe found in America, we may ſafely conſider this merely 


as a haſty aſſertion, which is not warranted either by the 
authority of others or by his own experience : indeed, this 
author's teſtimony is much more to. be credited when he in- 
forms us, that the © Negroes in the northern parts of Africa, 


are > uſed to catch lions in | Pits, but do not dare to eat any 


geance on them.” In this particular, however, I have not 


found the Hottentots or inhabitants of the ſouthern parts 
of Africa equally ſuperſtitious, as they told me, that they 


ate the fleſh of lions, and looked upon it to be both good 


and wholeſome. They likewiſe informed me, that the 


lions as well as hyznas, had been formerly much bolder . 
than they are at preſent, as they uſed to ſeize them at 
night, and carry them off from their cottages: at the 
ſame time they aſſured me, that a lion that had once taſted 


human Heſh would never after, if he could help it, prey 


upon any other. They added, that for the ſame reaſon 
they were obliged to fix benches up in trees to ſleep on ; 
ſo that they could not ſo readily be caught unawares by the 


lions, and might likewiſe the eaſier defend themſelves when 


they were attacked by them. 


So that, in fact, they were obliged to acknowledge, that 
with the aſſiſtance of the Chriſtians and their fire-arms, 


they 
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they are at preſent much leſs, expoſed to the ravages of Pc 


this fierce animal; while, on the other hand, I could noet 
but agree with them, that the coloniſts themſelves were a 
much greater ſcourge to them than all the wild beaſts of 

their country. put together ; as the Hottentot nations, ſince 

the arrival of the coloniſts in this part of the world, have 

found themſelves reduced to a much narrower ſpace in their 
poſſeſſions, and their numbers very much decreaſed. 

In theſe times, at leaſt, the lion does not willingly =_ 
tack any animal openly, unleſs provoked, or extremely 
hungry; in which latter caſe he is ſaid to fear no danger, 
and to be repelled by no reſiſtance. The method in which 
the lion takes his prey, is almoſt always to ſpring or throw 

himſelf on it, with one vaſt leap from the place of his , 
concealment ; yet, if he chances to miſs his leap, he will 
not, as the Hottentots unanimouſly aſſured me, follow his. 
prey any farther ; but, as though he were aſhamed, turn=- 
ing round towards the place where he lay in ambuſh, 
flowly, and ſtep by ſtep, as it were, meaſures. the exact 
length between the two points, in order to find how much. 
too ſhort of, or beyond the mark he 'had taken his leap. 
One of theſe animals, however, was once known to purſue 
an elk-antilope with the greateſt eagerneſs and ardour, With- 
out any one being able to fee the end of the chaſe. It is 
ſingular, that the foxes in Europe, according to M. Col 
LONN's Hiſt. Nouv. de PUnivers, Tom. IV. p. 20. when they 
have leaped ſhort of their mark, and their prey has eſcaped 
= them, meaſure the length of their FIR in the lame man- 
ner as the lion does. 
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D It is particularly near rivers and ſprin gs, that the lion 
— finds it beſt anſwers his purpoſe to lie in wait. Any ani- 
mal whatever that is obliged to go thither in order to 
quench its thirſt, is in danger, zanguam canis ad Nilum, 
of becoming a victim to the rente power of this 
blood-thirity tyrant. 11 1 1 | 
It ſhould ſeem, that in caſe gazels, and other ſuch ani- 
mals had ſcent of the lion when he was near them, as 
ſtrong as it appeared to be in my horſes and oxen, they 
might eaſily avoid the danger. I do not know how the fact 
really ſtands ; but it 1s poſſible that the lion, like the ſportſ- 
men of this country, may know ſo well how to chuſe the = 
place of its concealment, that the wind may drive its effluvia 
from the ſide whence it might be perceived by its prey. 
Following the example of other travellers in ſuch tracts 
of this part of Africa as are infeſted by lions, we always 
took the precaution to make loud cracks with our large 
ox-whip, whenever we were going to paſs a river. Theſe _ 
cracks of a whip, which, in fact, make a louder noiſe, and 
a greater vibration in the air than the diſcharge from a 
piſtol, nay, are heard much farther than the report of a 
gun, 1s looked upon as a very efficacious method of ſcaring 
away wild beaſts. Theſe large whips ſeem, therefore, to 
have contributed not a little to the greater degree of, dread 
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which, ſince the arrival of the coloniſts, the lions have of X 
manta,” | 


The lion's method of taking its prey, as deſcribed above, 
15 not, however, probably, fo univerſal as to be without 
exception. Soon after my arrival at the Cape, I heard. 
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of a married woman, who ſomewhere in the Carrozw 


country. was killed at her own door by a lion, which like- 


wiſe ate up her hand; though others, indeed, thought the 


came by her death in a different manner. Several farmers 


related to me the following Ragnar freak of a lion in 


« A few years ago a farmer on horſeback,' with a led 
horſe in hand, met a lion, which had laid itſelf | down 
in the public road where the farmer was to paſs. Thus 


circumſtanced, he thought it moſt adviſeable to turn back, 


but found the lion had taken a circle, and laid itſelf in his 
way again ; he was therefore obliged to turn back again, 


and ſo alternately backwards and forwards. Whether the 
lion was ſcared away by ſeveral more travellers coming up 


or no, I cannot ſay that J recollect; for I find, that I have 
forgot to make a minute of the ſtory, probably, becauſe 
I did not think my authority ſufficiently to be depended 
upon. The following occurrence, however, I think I 
may relate, as being tolerably well authenticated; and 
ſerving to ſhew the cowardice and inſidious allpofttian of 
the hon. 

« An elderly Hottentot in the ſervice 1 A Chriſtian, 
near the upper part of Sunday-river on the Camdebo ſide, 
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perceived a lion following him at a great diſtance for two 


hours together. Thence he naturally concluded, that the 
Ron only waited for the approach of darkneſs, in order to 


make him his prey; and in the mean time, could not ex- 
pect any other than to ſerve for this fierce animal's ſupper, 
inaſmuch as he had no other weapon of defence than a 


ſtick, and knew that he could not get home before it was 
: "> + ark. 
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dark. But as he was well acquainted with the nature of 
the lion, and-the manner of its ſeizing upon its prey, and 
at the ſame time had leiſure at intervals to ruminate on the 
ways and means in which it was moſt likely that his exiſt- 
ence would be put an end to, he at length hit on a method 
of ſaving his life, for which, in fact, he had to thank his 
meditations upon death, and the ſmall ſkill he had in zoology, 
(or, to ſpeak plainly, his knowledge of the nature of animals.) 


For this purpoſe, inſtead of making the beſt of his way 


home, he looked out for a #/ipkrans, (ſo they commonly call 


in this country a rocky place level and plain at top, and hav- 


ing a perpendicular precipice on one {ide of it,) and ſitting 
himſelf down on the edge of one of theſe precipices, he 


found, to his great joy, that the lion likewiſe made a halt, 


and kept the ſame diſtance as before. As ſoon as it grew 


dark, the Hottentot ſliding a little forwards, let himſelf 
down below the upper edge of the precipice upon ſome 


projecting part or cleft of the rock, where he could juſt 
keep himſelf from falling. But in order to cheat the lion 
{till more, he ſet his hat and cloak on the ſtick, making 


with it at the ſame time a gentle motion juſt over his head, 


and a little way from the edge of the mountain. This crafty 
expedient had the deſired ſaccels, He did not ſtay long 
in that ſituation, before the lion came creeping ſoftly to- 
wards him like a cat, and miſtaking the ſkin- cloak for the 
Hottentot himſelf, took his leap with ſuch exactneſs and 
preciſion, as to fall headlong down the precipice, directly 
cloſe to the ſnare which had been ſet up for him ; when 
the Hottentot 18 ws: in his great joy, exultingly to have 


called 


> ANTY v2 6005 HOPE. 


called out, Pharfi 7, an inter) jection of af extenſive im- 
port and fignification.” 

This is not the only inſtance of lions in Africa being 
enſnared at the inſtant they were taking their leap. In the 
out-houſes and waſte grounds about farms, where a lion has 
been upon the watch for ſome animal and miſſed it, or where 
they have other reaſons to expect him, they ſet up the 


figure of a man cloſe by the ſide of ſeveral loaded guns; 
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ſo that theſe diſcharge themſelves into the body of the 
beaſt, at the very inſtant that he ſprings or FRIES him- 


ſelf upon the dreſſed figure. 
As this is done with ſo much eaſe and ſucceſs, and as 


they hardly ever think it worth while in Africa to take 


lions alive, they ſeidom give themſelves the trouble of 
catching them by means of pit-falls. From all the moſt 


credible accounts I could collect concerning the lions, as 


well as from what I ſaw myſelf, I think I may ſafely con- 
clude, that this wild beaſt is frequently a great coward; 
that is, very deficient. in point of courage e e 
to his ſtrength: on the other hand, however, he ſometimes 


ſhews an unuſual degree of intrepidity, of which I will juſt 


mention the following inſtance, as it was related to me. 
A lion had broken into a walled incloſure for cattle 

through the latticed gate, and done conſiderable damage. 

The people belonging to the farm, were well aſſured of his 


coming again by the ſame way; in conſequence of this they | 
ſtretched a rope directly acroſs the entrance, to which 


ſeveral loaded guns were faſtened in ſuch a manner, that 
they muſt neceſſarily diſcharge themſelves into the lion's 


body as ſoon as ever he ſhould puſh againſt the cord, as it 
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hi 118 was Ep he would, with his breaſt. But the lion, 

16 w which came in the day- time before it was yet dark, and 

. Probably had ſome ſuſpicions with reſpect to the cord, 
14 1 ſtruck it away with his foot; and without betraying the 
0 5 leaſt fear in conſequence of the reports made by the loaded ; 
1106 pieces, went on ſteadily and careleſs of every thing, and f 
. devoured the prey it had left untouched before.” = I 
14 ' M. DE Burrox (Tom. IX. p. 7.) tells us, on the autho- 5 
15 rity of MARMoL and THEVENOT, that the lions, which in the 3 
Wot more cultivated and inhabited parts of Barbary and India, L 
FO are uſed to experience the ſuperiority of man, ſometimes I 
1 hal! | fuffer themſelves to be intimidated by a few ſtrokes of a 3 
ö 10 ſtick (and that even by women and children) from carrying 3 


off their prey. This accords with ſeveral accounts that! 
heard at the Cape, of ſlaves who had had courage enough, ; 
with a knife or ſome other weapon ſtill more infignificant, 3 
to defend their maſter s e which had been attacked in BY 
the dark by a lion. 2 . 8 
It is ſingular, that the lion, which, according to many, 
always kills his prey immediately if it belongs to the brute | 
creation, is reported frequently, although provoked, to 3 
content himſelf with merely wounding the human ſpecies; | 
or at leaſt, to wait ſome time before he gives the fatal blow 
to the unhappy victim he has got under him. A farmer, 
who the year before had the misfortune to be a ſpectator 
of a lion's ſeizing two of his oxen, at the very inſtant he 
had taken them from the waggon, told me, that they 
immediately fell down dead upon the fpot cloſe to each 
other; though, upon examining the carcaſes afterwards, 
tt a that their backs only had been broken. In. 
ſeveral 
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APE or GOOD HOPE. 
ſeveral places through which I paſſed, they mentioned to 


me by name a father and his two ſons, who were ſaid to 


be {till living) and who being on foot near a river on their 
eſtate in ſearch of a lion, this latter had ruſhed out upon 


them, and thrown one of them under his feet; the two 


others, however, had had time enough to ſhoot the lion 
dead upon the ſpot, which had lain almoſt acroſs the 


youth ſo nearly and dearly related to them, without hav- 
ing done him any particular hurt. 


I myſelf ſaw, near the upper part of Duyven-boek-rivier, 


an elderly Hottentot, who at that time (his wounds being 


ſtill open) bore under one eye and juſt upon his cheek-bone, 


the ghaſtly marks of the bite of a lion, the only chaſtiſe- 
ment this noble animal had thought it worth While to 


inflict on him for having, together with his maſter (whom 


I alſo knew) and ſeveral other Chriſtians, hunted him with 


oreat intrepidity, though without ſucceſs. The converſa- 


tion ran every where in this part of the country upon one 
BoTA, a farmer and captain in the militia, who had lain 


for ſome time under a lion, and had received ſeveral bruiſes 


from the beaſt, having been at the ſame time ſeverely 


bitten by him in one arm, as a token to remember him 


by; but upon the whole, had, in a manner, had his life 
given him by this generous animal. The man was faid to 


be then living, in the diſtrict of Artiaquas-Hloof. 


I do not rightly know how to account for this edit 
diſpoſition of the lion towards mankind. Does it proceed 


from this creature's greater reſpect and veneration for. man, 
as being equal to, or even a mightier tyrant than itſelf 
among the animal creation? or is it merely from the ſame 
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9.775; Caprice, Which has ſometimes induced it not only to ſpare 
Wo. the life of men or brute creatures who have been given up 
| to it to prey upon, but even to careſs them, and treat them 
with the greateſt kindneſs ? Whims and freaks of this kind 
have, perhaps, in a great meaſure acquired the lion the 
reputation it has for generoſity; but I cannot allow this 
ſpecious name, facred only to virtue, to be laviſhed upon 
a wild beaſt, Slaves, indeed, and wretches of ſervile minds 1 
are wont with this attribute to flatter their greateſt cytants; 
: but with what ſhew of reaſon can the epithet be beſtowed 
: Iu hs moſt powerful tyrant among quadrupeds, be- 
cauſe it does not e 
a e an * degree of cruelty _ 
That the lion does not, like the wolf, tiger, and ſme | 
other beaſts of prey, kill a great deal of game or cattle q 
at ONE time, perhaps, proceeds from this, that while he | 
is employed in attacking one or two of them, the re- 
mainder fly farther than it accords with the natural indo- ; 
lence of this beaſt to follow them. If this be called genero- 
fity, a cat may be ſtyled generous with reſpect to the rats; 
as I have ſeen this creature in the fields among a 3 
number of the latter, where ſhe could have made a - eat 
havock at once, ſeize on a ſingle one only, and . off 
with it. The lion and the cat likewiſe, very much re- 
ſemble each other, in partly fleeping out, and partly paſſin 
N Me 88 inactive ſtate a great part of the a 5 
was ZE unger does not urge them to go in _queſt of : 
From what I have already WY and am farther about | 


5 — to mention, we may conclude, that it is not magnanimity, 
as; 
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as many will have it to be, but an inſidious and cowardly De. 
difpoſition, blended with a certain degree of pride, that 
forms the general character of the lion: and that hunger 
muſt naturally have the effect of now and then inſpiring ſo 
ſtrong and nimble an animal, with an uncommon degree of 
intrepidity and courage. Moreover, being accuſtomed al- 
ways itſelf to kill its own food, and that with the greateſt PF 
eaſe, as meeting with no reſiſtance, and even frequently to 
devour it reeking and weltering in its blood, it cannot but 
be eaſily provoked, and acquire a greater turn for cruelty 
than for generoſity : but, on the other hand, not being ac- 
cuſtomed to meet with any reſiſtance, it is no wonder that = 
when it does, it ſhould ſometimes be faint-hearted and creſt= OO 4 | 
3 fallen; and, as] have already ſaid, ſuffer itſelf tobe ſcared away ö 
= with a cudgel. Here follows another inſtance of this fact. 
HY « A yeoman, a man of veracity, (Jacos Kok, of Zee- 
koe-rivier,) related to me an adventure he had in theſe 
words: One day walking over his lands with his loaded 
gun, he unexpectedly met with a lion. Being an excel- 
lent ſhot, he thought himſelf pretty certain, in the poſi- 
tion he was in, of killing it, and therefore fired his piece. 
Unfortunately he did not recollect, that the charge had been 
in it for ſome time, and conſequently was damp; fo that his 
piece hung fire, and the ball falling ſhort, entered the ground 
cloſe to the lion. In conſequence of this he was ſeized with 
a panic, and took directly to his heels; but being ſoon out of 
breath, and clofely purſued by the lion, he jumped up on 
a little heap of ſtones, and there made a ſtand, preſenting 
the butt-end of his gun to his adverſary, fully reſolved to 
defend his life, as well as he could, to the utmoſt, My "_ 
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2775; friend did not take upon him to en ee whether this 
poſition and manner of his intimidated the lion or not; it 
had, however, ſuch an effect upon the creature, that it 
likewiſe made a ſtand : and what was fill more ſingular, 
laid itſelf down at the diſtance of a few paces from the 
heap of ſtones, ſeemingly quite unconcerned. The ſportſ- 
man, in the mean time, .did not dare to ſtir a ſtep from 


the ſpot; beſides, in his flight he had the misfortune to, 


loſe his powder-horn. At length, after waiting a good 


half hour, the lion roſe up, and at firſt went very ſlowly, 


and ſtep by ſtep only, as if it had a mind to ſteal off; but 
as ſoon as it got to a greater diſtance, it . began to bound 
. _ away at a great rate. It is very Probable, that the lion, 


that makes a ſtand colin it, and puts itſelf. in a 3 
of defence. It is well known, that it does not, like the 
hound, find out its prey by the ſcent, neither does it openly 
hunt other animals. At leaſt, the only inſtance ever known 
of this, is that which IJ have mentioned before, in Vol. 


I. p. 307. in which it is ſpoken of as having hunted * 


elk-antilope : though it is not impoſſible, but that this wild 
beaſt was reduced by extreme hunger to ſuch an extraor- 


dinary action. The lion, nevertheleſs, is ſwift of foot. 


Two hunters informed me, that an imprudent and fool- 


hardy companion of theirs, was cloſely purſued by a lion 


in their ſight, and very nearly overtaken by it, though he 
was mounted on an excellent hunter. | th | 
This animals ftrength is conſiderable. A lion was 
once ſeen at the Cape to take a heifer in his mouth ; and 


* the legs of the latter dragged on the ground, yet it 


ſeemed 


- 
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ſeemed to carry her off with the ſame eaſe as a cat does a 


rat. It likewiſe leaped over a broad dike with her, with- 


out the leaſt difficulty. A buffalo, perhaps, would be too 
cumberſome, for this beaſt of prey, notwithſtanding his 


ſtrength, to ſeize and carry off with him in the manner 
| above-mentioned. Two yeomen, upon whoſe veracity I 
can place ſome confidence; gave me the following account, 
relative to this matter. e dg 
«. Being a hunting near Boſbies-mans-rivier with ſeveral 
Hottentots, they perceived a lion dragging a buffalo from 
the plain to a wood upon a neighbouring hill. They, how-- 


ever, ſoon forced it to quit its prey, in order to make a prize 


of it themſelves ; and found that this creature had had the 
ſagacity to take out the buffalo's large and unwieldy entrailsss 
in order to be able the eaſier to make off with the fleſhy 
and more eatable part of the carcaſe. The wild beaſt too, 
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as ſoon as it ſaw from the ſkirts of the wood, that the 


Hottentots had begun to carry off the fleſh to the waggon, 


frequently peeped out upon them, and that probably with 
no little mortification.” The hon's ſtrength, however, is 


ſaid not to be ſufficient alone to get the better of ſo large 


and ſtrong an animal as the buffalo; but, in order to make 
it his prey, this fierce creature is obliged to have recourſe 
both to agility and ſtratagem; inſomuch, that ſtealing on 
the buffalo, it faſtens with both its paws upon the noſtrils 
and mouth of the beaſt, and continues ſqueezing them cloſe 


together, till at length the poor animal is ſtrangled, wearied 


out, and dies. It was ſaid, that a certain coloniſt had had 
an opportunity of ſeeing a tranſaction of this kind; and 
others had reaſon to conclude, that ſomething of this nature 
Es N e had 
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pe be, had nailed; aw. Sing buſfaloes, which had eſcaptd from 


ms 9 the clutches of lions, and bore the marks of the claws of 
. * theſe animals about their mouth and noſe. They aſſerted, 
however, that the lion itſelf riſqued its life i in ſuch attempts, 
eſpecially if any other buffalo was at hand to reſcue that 
which was attacked. It Was ſaid, that a traveller once 
nad an opportunity of ſeeing a female buffalo with her 
mes calf, defended by a river at her back, keep for a long time 
1 at bay five lions which had partly ſurrounded her, but did 
1 1 not (at leaſt as long as the traveller looked on) dare to attack 
her. I have been informed from very good authority, IR 
that on a plain to the eaſt of Kromme-rivier, a lion had U 
been gored and trampled to death by a herd of cattle ; f 
having, urged probably by hunger, ee to attack 
them in broad day-light. 10 8 
This the reader will, perhaps, not ſo much wonder at, 
when he is told, that in the day-time, and upon an open 
plain, twelve or ſixteen dogs will eaſily get the better of a 
large lion. There is no neceſſity for the dogs, with which 
the lion is to be hunted, to be very large and trained up to 
the ſport, as M. BUFFoN thinks they ſhould be, the buſineſs 
being perfectly well accompliſhed with the common farm- 
houſe dogs. When theſe have got pretty near the lion, 
the latter, from a kind of magnanimity, does not offer to fly 
any farther, but ſits himſelf down. The hounds then ſur- 
round him, and, ruſhing on him all at once, are thus, 
with their united ſtrength, able to tear in pieces, almoſt 
in an inſtant, the ſtrongeſt of all wild beaſts. It is ſaid, 
that he has ſeldom time to give more than two or three 
flight ſtrokes with his paws, . of Which ſtrokes is 
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inſtant death) to an equal: number of his affailants; M. DE ,, 9775: 
Buro aſſerts alſo, that the lion may be hunted on horſe- Wy 
back, but that the horſes as well as the dogs muſt be train 
edto it : this is probably a mere conjecture of that ingenious 
author, as he does not name his informers on this ſubject. 
In Africa, the coloniſts hunt the lion with common hunting 
horſes; indeed, I do not know how they would eaſily be 1 
able to get horſes trained up ſolely to the chaſe of the lion. 
It is ſaid, that horſes in battle, or in the caſe of other enter- 
prizes which are attended with certain danger, ſuffer them- 
ſelves more willingly to be capariſoned by their riders than at 

other times; a circumſtance which I think I have likewiſe 

remarked in theſe animals, on expeditions, where the danger, 
indeed, was not ſo great, as in hunting the buffalo and rhino- 
ceros, when they have paſſed rivers, and gone up and down 
ſteep places and precipices with the greateſt alacrity. Our 
horſes, the very ſame as had ſeveral times, in the manner 
above-mentioned, ſhewn great difquietude when the lion hap- 
pened to be in the vicinity of them, and which were not in the 
leaſt trained to the chaſe, once exhibited a ſpirit in the purfuit 
of two large lions, equal to that which they had ſhewn at 
other times in chafing the timid gazels. Though, in fact, 
hunting horſes ſeem to partake much more of their maſter's 
pleaſure in the chaſe: I remember in particular, at Arter 
 Bruntjes Hoogte, I rode a horſe which, by a tremulous 
ſound iſſuing from its cheſt, cocking up its ears, and praneing 
and capering, diſcovered in an unequivocal manner, its 
ardour for the chaſe, whenever it came in ſight of the 
larger kind of game. There have even been inſtances of 


hunting horſes, who, when the hunter has jumped: off 
r "© their 
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their backs in order to diſcharge his piece, but has miſſed 
his- mark, have, in their eagerneſs for the chaſe, not al- 


lowed him time ſufficient to mount again, but followed 


the game alone for hours together, cloſe at its very n 
in alt its turnings and windings. 


The chaſe of the lion on horſeback is, in fact, carried 


on in the ſame manner as that of the elephant, which 1 
have already deſcribed in Vol. I. p. 31 5; but as various parti- 
culars, hitherto unknown, concerning the lion's diſpoſition, 


may be learned from it, a deſcription of it Here will, per- 


haps, not be ſuperfluous; and, in cafe I ſhould be too mi- 
nute and circumſtantial, I ſhall hope for the indulgence of the 


. candid reader ; particularly of {ſuch of them as are ſportſmen, 


and are confiious with what high glee and ſatis faction they MK 


are wont to deſcribe, with the utmoſt minuteneſs and pro- 
lixity, every turning and winding of a poor timid hare. 


It is only on the plains, that the hunters venture to go 


out on horſe- back after the lion. If it keeps in ſome cop- 
pice, or wood, on ariſing ground, they endeavour to teaze 
it with dogs till it comes out; they likewiſe prefer going 
together two or more in number, in order to be able to 


aſſiſt and reſcue each other, in care the: firſt ſhot ſhould 
not take place. 


Was above ſhewing any feat, when he finds himſelf diſ- 
covered 


When the lion ſees the hunters at a great diſtance, it is 


univerſally allowed, that he takes. to his heels as: faſt as 


ever he can, in order to get out of their ſight'; - but if they 
chance to diſcover him at a ſmall diſtance from them, he is 
then ſaid to walk off indeed, but in a ſurly manner, and 


without putting himſelf in the leaſt hurry, as though he 
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edel or hunted. On which account likewiſe, when he 
finds himſelf purſued with vigour, he is ſoon provoked to 
reſiſtance, or at leaſt he diſdains any longer to fly. Con- 


ſequently he flackens his pace, and at length only ſidles 


* 
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Now vans 


ſlowly off ſtep by ſtep, all the while eying his purſuers 


aſkaunt ; and finally making a full ſtop, turns round to 


face them, and at the ſame time giving himſelf a ſhake, 
roars with a ſhort and ſharp tone, in order to ſhew his 


indignation, being, in fact, ready to ſeize on them and tear 
them in pieces. This is now preciſely the time for the hunters 
to be ready upon the ſpot, or elſe to get as ſoon as poſſible 
within a certain diſtance of him, yet 10 as at the ſame time 
to keep at a proper diſtance from each other; and he that is 


_ neareſt, or is moſt advantageouſly poſted, and has the beſt © © 


mark preſented him of that part of the lion's body which 
contains his heart and lungs, mult be the firſt to jump off his 
horſe, and, ſecuring the bridle by putting it round his arm, 
. diſcharge his piece; then in an inſtant recovering his ſeat, he 


muſt ride obliquely athwart his companions ; and, in fine, 


giving his horſe the reins, muſt truſt entirely to the ſpeed and 


fear of this latter, to convey him out of the reach of the fury 


of the wild beaſt, in caſe he has only wounded him, or has 
abſolutely miſſed him. In either of theſe caſes, a fair 
opportunity offers for ſome of the other hunters to jump 
off their horſes directly, as they may then take their aim and 
diſcharge their pieces with the greater coolneſs and cer- 
tainty. Should this ſhot likewiſe mils, (a caſe, which, how- 
ever, ſeldom happens, ) the third ſportſman rides after the 
lion, which at that inſtant is in purſuit of the firſt or the 
cond, and, — off his horſe, fires his — as ſoon 
| I a8 
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with the charge, which they have loaded with, while they | 


is dangerous and noxious. 


Courage. 
cattle, W 


A VOYAGE To THE 
as he has got within a proper diſtance, and finds a ſufficientiy 


convenient, part of the animal preſent itſelf, eſpecially 


obliquely from behind. If now the lion turns upon him too, 
the other hunters turn again, in order to come to his reſcue 


were on horſeback flying from the wild beaſt. 9 

No inſtance has ever been known, of any mis fortune 
happening to the hunters in chaſing the lion on horſeback. 
The African coloniſts, who are born in, or have been 


adventurous enough to move into the moſt remote parts of 
Africa, which are expoſed to the ravages of wild beaſts, 


are moſtly good markimen, and are far from wanting 


which are the moſt valuable part of their property, 
ſometimes at their very doors, is as odious to them, as he 


theſe animals, and hunt them with the greateſt ardour and 
glee, with a view to exterminate them. 


out a hunting with them, merely expreſs a wiſh to meet 


with the lions, in caſe there were any in that neighbour- 
hood, without mentioning a word about ſhootin g them; a 
ſign, that with regard to that part of the buſineſs they 


were pretty ſure of their hands. 


The lion is by no means hard to kill with ſhot, Thoſe 


who have had occaſion to ſhoot ſeveral of theſe animals, 


have aſſured me, that while buffaloes and the larger ſpecies 


fairly 


The, lion, that has the boldneſs to ſeize on their 


They conſequently ſeek out 


When the hon, 
therefore, comes upon their grounds, it is much the ſame 
as if they were going to fight pro aris et focis ; and I have 
heard ſeveral yeomen at Agter Bruntjes Hoogte, when I was 


of antilopes will now then make their eſcape and run 


2 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 
fairly off with a ball in their bowels, or in the cavity of the 


abdomen, of which I myſelf have ſeen inſtances, the hon, 


on the contrary, on being ſhot in this manner, will be 
thrown into a vomiting, and. be- diſabled from running. 
But be that as it may, it is natural to ſuppoſe, that a = 
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directed ſhot, that enters the heart or lungs, ſhould ſuffice to 
kill the lion, as well as the elephant and every other creature: 
therefore, as M. DE BUurFoON acknowledges, that the lion's 


hide cannot withſtand either ball or dart, it is inconceiveable 
how it ſhould come into this author's head to aſſert, without 
having the leaſt authority for it, that this furious beaſt is 
hardly ever to be killed with a ſingle ſhot. | 


=: - hides of lions are conſidered as inferior to, and „„ f | 

more rotten than thoſe of cows, and are ſeldom made uſe l 
of at the Cape, excepting for the ſame purpoſe as horſes 
| hides. Ionce met with a farmer, however, who uſed a lion's 


hide for upper leathers to his ſhoes, and ſpoke much in 


praiſe of them, as being pliable and laſting. 
The next morning, being the 13th, we were lucky 
enough to ſhoot a buffalo fatter than the former. (For a fi- 


gure of this animal, vide Plate II. of this volume.) This was 


a great treat for my Hottentots, and, indeed, for myſelf, as 


the fleſh of the other was grown putrid in conſequence of 


the warmth of the weather, and the bad quality of the meat- 


itſelf, Beſides, I had now a better opportunity of drawing” 
up a deſcription of this beaſt, which has been hitherto un- 
known, and at the fame time of making a rough draught - 


of it. Immediately after the report of the gun, we ſaw the 


buffalo fall upon his knees; he afterwards, however, raiſed 
himſelf up, and ran ſeven or clgitt hundred paces into a 


WW thicket, 


WIE" 
* 8 


62 . VOYAGE To Tur 


Decliber, ticket, and directly upon this, with a moſt areadful bellow- 
ing, gave us to underſtand that it was all over with him. All 
this together formed a ſpectacle, at which moſt ſportſmen 
would have been highly delighted to have been preſent. This 
creature, as well as moſt of the-larger kind of game, was E | 
ſhot by the Hottentot whom my friend and hoſt at.S2a-cow- 3 | 
river had ſent along with me, by way of being my guide 1 

and markſman. Even ſome of the beſt huntſmen among the 

farmers are obliged, for the moſt part, to make uſe of Hot- 

EE. tentots by way of buſh-hunters ; as theſeJatter in their ſkin 

| cloaks do not attract the attention of the wild beaſts, ſo much 

as the Chriſtians do in their dreſs. They are likewiſe ready 
aaäakaatꝗ any time when there is occaſion for it, to go bare foot, 
- and crawl ſoftly upon their bellies, till they come within a Lo 
proper diſtance of the animal. Moreover, when the buffalo 

at length is writated, the Hottentots can much eaſier eſcape 

from the danger which threatens them, than a Chriſtian. 1 

myſelf, on another occaſion, ſaw two Hottentots run with 

amazing ſwiftneſs, when a buffalo was in purſuit of them. 

It was not without the greateſt diſcontent on the part 

of my Hottentots, that I made a draught, and took the di- 

menſions of this buffalo; thus preventing them, in the 

mean time, from falling aboard of the fleſh, However, 

after I had finiſhed what I was about, they did not delay 

ene moment to cut a few flices off and broil them. They 

likewiſe laid two bones on the fire to broil, for the ſake of 

the marrow. After this they began to take out the entrails, 

which, according to the teſtimony of my Hottentots, per- 
fectly reſembled thoſe of an ox: the buffalos, however, are 
much larger, and take up more room, and indeed gave us 
no 
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no little trouble in clearin g them away; for the diameter of 


this creature's body was full three feet. 
Upon the whole, the ſize of the buffalo was as follows 7 


the length eight feet, the height five and a half, and the 
forelegs two feet and a half long; ; the larger hoofs were 


five inches over; from the tip of the muzzle to the horns 


it was twenty-two inches. This animal in ſhape, as may be 
feen in tlie plate, very much reſembled the common ox; 
but the buffalo has much ſtouter limbs, in proportion to its 
height and length. Their fetlocks hang likewiſe nearer 
to the ground; The horns-are ſingular, both in their form 


63 
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and poſition; the baſes of them are thirteen inches broad, 


and are only an inch diſtance from each other; by which 


furrow, in a great meaſure bare of hair; Meaſuring them 


from this furrow, the horns riſe up in a ſpherical form, 


with an elevation of three inches at moſt. In this 


way they extend over a great part of the head, viz. 


from the nape of the- neck to the diſtance of three 
and a half inches from the eyes; ſo that the part from 


which they grow out, does net occupy a ſpace of leſs than 
eighteen or twenty inches in circumference. From hence 


bending down on each fide of the neck, and becoming 
more cylindrical by degrees, they each of them form a curve, 
the convex-part of which is turned towards the ground, and 


rally inclined backwards. IT he diſtance between the points 


of the horns is frequeritly above five feet The colour of 


the horns is black; and the ſurface to within about a third 


* of them e ee from the baſe, is very rough and- 
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the point up in the air; though at the ſame time it is gene- 
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craggy, with cavities ſometimes an inch deep. Neither theſe 
cavities, nor the elevations which are formed between them, 


appear to be at all accidental, as there is a tolerable ſimilarity 
between the excreſcences on one horn, and thoſe on the other, 
though they are very different in different buffaloes. The 


ears are a foot in length, ſomewhat pendant, and in a great 
meaſure covered and defended by the lower edges of the horns. 
The edges of the ears are notched and ſhrivelled up in divers 
ways, Which probably proceeds from the wounds theſe crea- 
tures frequently receive in their battles with each other, and 


from theſe parts having been torn and rent by the briars 


and almoſt impenetrable thickets through which they paſs, 


together with other accidents of that nature. Nevertheleſs, 


who in this manner marked them for their own cattle. In 


ſeveral Hottentots have been induced from thence to imagine, 
that the buffaloes belonged to certain ſapernatural beings, 


order to give a notion of theſe beings, they made uſe of the 


Dutch term of dayvel, which ſignifies. devil. 


The hairs of the buffalo are of a dark brown colour, about... 
an inch long, harſh, and, on ſuch. males as are adyanced in 
years, very ſtraggling and thin, eſpecially on the middle of 
the ſides of the belly; hence theſe creatures appear at ſome 
diſtance as if they were girt with a belt; and what contributes 
not alittle to this appearance is, that the buffaloes are very apt 


to roll in the mire, a practice in which they take great delight. 


The hairs on the knees are in moſt buffaloes ſomewhat longer 
than thoſe on the reſt of the body, and lie, as it were, in whirls. 


The eyes are ſomewhat ſunk within their prominent orbits. 


This, together with the near ſituation of them to the baſes 


of the horns, which hang lopewhat over its pendant dang- 
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ling ears, and its uſual manner of holding its head inclined . 
to one ſide, gives the buffalo a fierce and treacherous aſpect. * 
The diſpoſition likewiſe of the animal ſeems to corre- 
ſpond with its countenance. Treacherous he may certainly 
be called, as he is accuſtomed to hide himſelf among the 
1 trees, and ſtand there ſkulking till ſomebody happens to 
= come very near him, when he ruſhes out at once into the 

F road, and ſometimes attacks them. This animal likewiſe 

deſerves the appellation of fierce and cruel; for it has been 

remarked, that, not content with throwing down and killing 

the perſon whom he attacks, he ſtands over him afterwards, 

for a long time trampling upon him with his hoofs and heels, | 
and cruſhing him with his knees, and not only mangles and —@ = 

tears the whole body to pieces with his horns and teeth, but 

likewiſe ſtrips off the ſkin by licking it with his tongue, 
This, however, he does not do all at once, but at intervals, 
going away, at times, to ſome diſtance from the body, 

Notwithſtanding all this, the buffalo will bear to be hunted ; 

though ſometimes he will turn and hunt his purſuer, whoſe 

only dependence in that caſe is upon the ſwiftneſs of his 

ſteed. The ſureſt way to eſcape from him is to ride up 

ſome hill; as in this caſe, the great bulk of the buffalo's 

body, like that of the elephant, proves a weight ſufficient 

to prevent him from being able to vie with the light and 

fender Horſe in ſwiftneſs; though, on the other hand, the 
buffalo, in going down-hill, gets on much faſter than the 

horſe ; a fact to which I have more than once been an eye- 

witneſs. | 

The buffalo is ſaid to be of a very hot fatare; by reaſon 


that, as I am credibly informed, when thoroughly warmed 
Vo L. II. 8 in 
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in hunting, he throws himſelf into the firſt water: he meets 


with, whether it be freſh or ſalt. One thing is certain, 
and that is, that he ae and 1 ſeemingly with, g > STA 
it is 80 that 15 ould _ With any per of 1 55 
ceſs, be tamed for the yoke, as when he was weary and 
warm, he would throw himſelf into the neareſt er, 
be guilty of ſome other tricks. | 13 

Mr. HEMMx, the ſub-governor, had, Auring my ral 
dence at the Cape, endeavoured to tame a buffalo; but it 


Was ſaid, that this animal was too wild, and at the ſame 


time too ſtrong and ungovernable to be confined by any 


| yoke or harneſs whatever; or to be kept 1 in order and ſub- 


it had already acquired ſo much ftrength, that the owner 


jection by the tame oxen, which were trained for that pur- 
poſe, and along with which he was to- be . 


On my return through Rratetammæ 1 ſaw a buffalo- 
calf, as tame as any of the ordinary cal ves with which it 
was grazing. It had been taken ſoon. after it was brought 


into the world, having the navel-ſtring hanging to it; ; buy 
notwithſtanding its being ſo young, it made great reſiſt- 


ance to the people who caught it. A fortnight afterwards 


of it, a ſtout luſty man, found it difficult to lead it along. 
In fact, it was ſomewhat taller, and much ſtouter than other 
calves of the ſame age. The colour of it was a very 
light brown, the hairs long and rough, and on the back 


lying in whirls; in the nape of the neck theſe ſame hairs. 


inclined forwards, while thoſe on the forehead were turn- 
ed backwards; on the lip, ſome of them were long and 
Mt; -and indeed, they were of a conſiderable length on the 

6 whole. 
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ar: and its 1 a fs Ad treacherous, The owner rig 
tended to preſent it to the governor for his menagerie. 
For my part, I do not in the leaſt doubt of the poſſibility 


of breaking buffaloes to the yoke, provided the calves are 


taken very young, and are Put to it at an early period, 
and for a long time together. By a properly adapted 
ſparing diet, and frequently milking the cows, theſe ani- 
mals might, after ſeveral generations, loſe as much of their 
fierceneſs as might be thought neceſſary, and yet retain ſo 


much of their native vigour as to be ſtronger than . 
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common oxen. It would be a curious experiment, to cou- 


ple the male or female buffalo with a common bull or 
cow. Moſt of the wild buffalo-catves that I have ſeen 
Were, like the tame one 1 have juſt deſcribed, of a light 


brown colour; and the younger they were, the paler was 


the colour. I have already obſerved, under the date 
| of the gth of this month, with what ſtrength the buffalo 
preſſed into the midſt of the cloſeſt thickets; in this the 
beaſt is aſſiſted by the broad part of its horns, which, at 


the ſame time that it ſerves to pierce through the prickly 


buſhes, is of uſe in guarding and ſaving its eyes. 


+ to 3 


The fleſh of the buffalo is coarſe and not very fat, but 


full of juice, and of a high and not diſagreeable flavour. 
The hide is thick and tough, and is in great requeſt with 


the farmers for thongs and harneſſes, Of it are made the 


py halters chat can be depended upon for ſecuri ing horſes 
5 and 
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WHY -., and oxen; ſo that theſe beaſts cannot get looſe by ſnapping 
chem indir. which they are otherwiſe apt to do, when 
the lions and wolves make their appearance in the neigh- 
bourhood. Every ſuch halter ſhould be a finger and a half 
in breadth, and about three yards long, when they are fold 
Higher up in the country for a quarter of a rixdollar 
a piece. | 
The hide of the buffalo we had now ſhot, er it bd 
been in ſome ſort drefſed by my Hottentots, by being 
ſtretched out and falted a little, and afterwards half dried, 
ſerved to make a pair of new four-plaited traces for my 
waggon. We obſerved, that the ball had hit the lower 
part of the neck and entered the lungs, where, though it 
did not ſeem to have ſtruck againſt any bone, and though 
it was alloyed with the uſual quantity of tin, it was yet 
found to be pretty much flattened. In other buffaloes that 
we ſhot ſince, I have ſometimes found the balls, though 
alloyed with tin, ſhivered into ſeveral pieces againſt the 
bones, in the internal parts, or at leaſt very much flattened. 
It is not, therefore, worth while to ſet about ſhooting the 
buffalo with balls made of lead only, for they will ſeldom = | 
be able to penetrate into thoſe parts where they are likely 4 | 
to prove mortal. But beſides being poſſeſſed of the degree 1 
of hardneſs requiſite, a ball ſhould be of a tolerable ſize, in 
order to kill ſo large an animal as the buffalo. The leaft 
that ought to be uſed for this purpoſe, ſhould weigh two 
ounces and a quarter. 
I have ſpoken of the buffalo, as 1 an animal ni- 
therto unknown. So, in fact, I preſume to call it, as I am 
the firſt that has given a deer and drawing of it, 
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which Þ if have done in the Swediſh Tranſactions, by the 15 
name of the Bos Caper. My readers will, perhaps, excuſe 
me for making uſe, in a great meaſure, of the ſame words; 


in both places, as well as for being here rather more diffuſe 


and circumſtan tial. 


In M. DE BUFFON, Tom. XI. p. 416. Tab. 41. we find 


the horns only engraved, as they were brought from the 
Cape by the Abbe DE LA CAILLE. 


The Abbé DE MANET, Tom. II. p. 129. gives us a few 


lines concerning a ſort of buffalo, which ſeems to anſwer to 
this which 1 call the Bos Caffer. Mr. PzxNNanT, in the 


laſt edition of his Synop/is of 2adrupeds, Vol. II. p. 28. 
Peaks likewiſe of this ſpecies of buffalo 


My Hottentots ſhewed ſo. much diligence and zeal both — 
in cutting up and eating this beaſt, that the encourage- 


ment and ftimulation, which 1s otherwiſe frequently ne- 
ceſſary to ſet their 'fluggiſh and heavy ſouls in motion, 


would on this occaſion have been quite ſaperfluous. ny 


drove the waggon then up to the place where the beaſt lay, 
and loaded it with the beſt and fatteſt part of the fleſh. The 
raw hide, which was of conſiderable weight and extent, 
was tied under the waggon till it ſhould be wanted, and 
the two remaining legs or marrow-bones were faſtened to 
each ſide of the body of the waggon. Notwithſtanding 
this, our Boſhies- men had each of them loaded themſelves 
with a quantity of ſlips of the fleſh made up into bundles. 
Thus covered up to the eyes and ears in meat, we made a. 
ſingular appearance, which might have given any traveller 
that had happened to paſs that way, the idea of a Walking 
Heſh-market. As we proceeded on our journey, a ſwarm 
7 8 FVV; of. 
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of other carnivorous animals in a conſiderable number, 
viz. eagles, falcons, and common hawks, were obſerved ſoon 
afterwards to occupy our places about the buffalo's remains'; 


though it was not till we had got to the diſtance of a few 


gun-ſhots from the ſpot, that we ſaw any of th IM either 


in the trees or flying about in the air. 


We had ſcarcely proceeded half an zur on our road, be- 
fore we ſaw a great number of guaggas, with a huge fat elk- 
antilbbe; and beſides this, on the open plains, two male 
buffaloes came within ſeventy paces of us. 

It was ſingular enough, that theſe latter did not Kenn 


to perceive either us or our waggon for a long while, till we 
: began to make an intolerable noiſe with laughing and talk - 
ing; when at length they looked up at us, but ſtaid, not- 


withſtanding, a conſiderable time before they betook n 


| ſelves to flight. 


My Hottentots, who ſaw I was ford of Bidet of dif- 
ferent ſorts, the chaſe of flies and butterflies not excepted, 
thought it very ſtrange that I ſhould now neither ſhoot 


theſe animals myſelf, nor ſuffer them to do it. They, 
however, owned at length, that I was perfectly in the 


right, in conſequence of my reminding them, that they 
were covered up to the eyes in buffalo's fat; and that the 
fleſh with which they had already loaded the waggon, both 
inſide and out, would be quite putrid before they could 
eat it all up; that they ought not to put themſelves on a 


level with ſo voracious a beaſt as the wolf, of which they 
had often expreſſed their hatred and abhorrence, on account 


of its killing and wounding every thing it met with ; and 


fnally, that theſe buttaloes, if they were ſpared at preſent, 
J ne 
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and not ſcared away, m might prove extremely uſeful to me- Hs 
body elſe; perhaps, indeed, to us ourſelves on our return. el 
Co home. This moderation acquired me afterwards a great 
deal of reſpect from . many of the coloniſts, as with 
great reaſon, they were very much diſcontented with the 
capricious conduct of ſeveral ſportſmen, who, merely for 
the pleaſure of ſhooting, are guilty of waſting the treaſures. 
of nature in the moſt unjuſtifiable manner; and by unne- 
ceſſarily deſtroying the game, ſpoil their own ſport in 
future, as well as that of others. For when they now and 
then make a little hunting excurſion (as they term it) they 
” ſeldom or ever return from the purſuit of a herd of game, 
before they have made a great havock among them, though: 
the carcaſes are afterwards left to rot on the ground. It» 
is true, at every ſhot they take they leap off their horſes, to 
diſcharge their pieces; but mounting again immediately, 
load their guns, at the ſame time that they are continuing 
the purſuit of the gazels. In the mean time, I could not 
help picturing to my imagination, the pleaſure which, on 
the other hand, ſuch a ſhot as I had had that day would 
have given me in the South Sea, when 1 might have treated 
myſelf and my famiſhed meſs-mates with ſome excellent 
high- -flayoured roaſt beef of buffalo's fleſh. 
We took the oxen from the waggon, and baited a con- 
ſiderable time at the river Keuſi kunni aati, which, in the 
Hottentot language, bears pretty nearly the ſignification of 
Let not the ugly drink here. This river is by the coloniſts 
otherwiſe called Little Bo/hies-mans river. . 
The fleſh, as well as the marrow of the buffalo, was in 
itſelf very delicate ; but both Mr. IMMELMAN and I could 


not. 


„ 
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Hottentots eat ſo immoderately and greedily of it. | 
whole nights together the fleſh- kettle was kept boiling on 
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not Belp being diſguſted | with it at times, as We 1 the 
For 


the fire, and frequently they broiled ſome more of the fleſh 


during the intervals. As ſoon as any one of the Hottentots 


was awake, he was immediately prepared to eat both boiled 
and roaſt. . 
always either meat or a pipe in their mouths; and beſides, 


Sleeping or waking, as one may ſay, they had 


as they found leiſure and opportunity, viz. the two or three 
firſt days after we had ſhot any game, ſeveral of them were 
particularly careful and diligent in ſkimming off the fat 
from the pot. Yet, however aſſiduous they were in be- 


| ſmearing their bodies with it, I was always obliged to exert 


my authority as their maſter, in order to make them put a 


little of it on my ſhoes and bridles, which would otherwiſe 


have been cracked! in Pieces, or parched up ri the drought 


of the weather. 


In their diſpoſitions my Hottentots were, particularly i in 
the evenings, merry and talkative, and that ſometimes in 
a high degree. I have every reaſon to believe, that Mr. 
TMMELMAN and I were not unfrequently the ſubjects of 
their gibes, jokes, and laughter. 


this, it was juſt as well for us that we did not underſtand 


the language; eſpecially, as the matter ſtanding thus, We 


could not be more hurt than if we ſuſpected that they abuſed 
us in thought only; ; and in that caſe, we were far from 


being ſo ſqueamiſh as a certain officer, who firſt puniſhed 
a ſoldier for a fault he had committed, and afterwards, 
merch on the ſuſpicion tat he muſt infallibly have had the 


impudence 


Perſuaded as we were of 
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impuderice to take it GE ordered a certain number of Denz The 1 
MES to be given him into the bargain. ny 


In the deſert in particular, a great deal of management 
Was requiſite, in order to keep in with the Hottentots; 
ſo that theſe people, who are very much inclined; on every 
little whim'that takes them, to ran away, might not, in that 
place, deſert us. On the other hand, not to give room by 
too much lenity, for any great degree of neglect and im- 
pudence, we were twice under the neceflity of trying what 
effect blows. would have upon them, and we found that 
they anſwered the purpoſe extremely well. Prudence, 
however, required, that the offender's crime, (his remiſſneſs 
and neglect of duty for inſtance,) ſhould be repreſented 
as being likewiſe a great offence againſt their own comrades, 
and puniſhed accordingly; which latter by this means, as well 
as by that of hemp, tobacco, and commendations properly 
diſtributed, were prevented from taking thedelinquent's part. 
Having learnt by experience, that the Boſhies-men in our 
ſervice were extremely ſlothful and entirely independent on 
me, as long as they had by them any tolerable quantity of 
hemp or tobacco for ſmoking, I grew very ſparing in my 
treats, giving out only enough for two or three pipes ata time, 
and none at all to ſuch as had neglected their duty. In de- 
fault of tobacco or hemp, they uſed to ſmoke the dry bark of 
ſome trees, moſs, leaves, horſe-dung, or that of the rhino- 
ceros ; to which they added, when they could get it, the ſtem 
of Gans old wooden pipe, ſtrongly impregnated with the oil 
of the tobacco that had been ſmoked in it, cutting it into 
ſhreds, in order to meliorate, by the delicate flavour of the 


tobacco, that of the ingredients above-mentioned. os 
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This & : 


Om ar en Wo RN 


Journey fon BEA er to Quamme- 
dach. 3 


EXT morning, being the + 3th; at five o'clock, we 9077 
proceeded on our journey. Boſhies man river, which una} 
we had juſt quitted, had no current; and though it is very 

deep in ſeveral places, yet it was brackiſh and had a alt 
taſte, and was ſaid to be always ſo in ſummer. A little 
farther to the eaſtward, we had to go rains a vale 
covered with wood. 
This vale is called Wes- hour Ae from a kind of tree 
which is ſaid to excite ſneezing, if it be rubbed and then 
ſmelled to. We were not ſo fortunate as to find this tree, 
but from the deſcription that was given me of it, I ſhould 
imagine it belonged to the order of /omentacee. A dried 
piece of this wood that was ſhewn to me, had almoſt en- 

_ tirely loſt the property above-mentioned, neither had it 

any particular taſte. This tree is ſaid likewiſe to be Found 
at Bruntjes-hoogte, though very rarely. 

As it may be a uſeful piece of intelligence for future 
travellers, I muſt juſt mention here, that ſomewhat more 

than half a mile to the left of the road, there! 18 good water 
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to be S and! in a bats called ?Kur-?Reija-hei- - Phaſibina, whi- 
you) ther by a road that went over two hills we ſent our oxen. 
| and horſes at noon to water, while we ſtopped to refreſh 


ourſelves. In the evening we arrived at Haſſagai-boſeh. 


The other part of the road, together with the adjacent 


country, was full of ſteep hills; ſo that we were fre- 


quently obliged to lock the wheels of the waggon, and 
at the ſame time to diſmount, and lead our * horſes over the 


precipices. "= 
As this day in my bats: an honour was conferred 


upon me at Up/al far exceeding my moſt ſanguine expec- 
tations, Viz, the degree of doctor. in phyſic, an honour 

heightened by the flattering proclamation by which it Was ac- 
| © companied,] I muſt take this opportunity of making my grate- 


ful acknowledgements. for it, tothe CHEV ALIER VON LINNE', 
and the then promotor, profeſſor J. SIDREN) who at that time 


compoſed the whole faculty of medicine; and who by their 
kind recommendations obtained permiſſion of the moſt 


illuſtrious chancellor for this purpoſe. This inſtance of a 
Swede being, though. afar off in a remote deſert, preſent 
to the remembrance of his countrymen, will, probably, be 


no ſmall encouragement to ſuch of our compatriots, as may 


in future travel for the promotion of ſcience; for which 
reaſon, I thought proper to make mention of it here. 
Early the next morning, being the 1 «th day, we quitted 
Haſſusai- boſch, which in itſelf is merely a little inſignifi- 
cant grove, and derives its name from a kind of tree to 
be found here, as well as in many other parts of the coun- 
try. In the vale below, the water is tolerably good, 
mough Very ſcarce and ſtagnating. The diſtrict round 


about, 


— 
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bout; was of the kind called $07. At noon we arrIvec 177 "70 
at Nieuw Faars-arift, where the thermometer ftood at 80 

in the ſhade. The water here too was good, and in 
Sins places very deep. The adjacent country had a de- 

| lightful appearance, being adorned with great numbers of 
the mimoſa nilotica; a tree we have had occaſion frequent- 
ly to mention before, and upon which we at this time 

caught a great many curious inſets. My fellow-traveller, 
while he was running with his net after a butterfly, was 
very near falling into a pit, in which a ſharp pole was ſtuck. 
upright; and in that caſe, in all probability, would have 
ſhared the ſame fate as our inſects, by being himſelf ſpit- 
ted through the body. This pit-fall was, probably, made 

by ſome of the Caffres or Hottentots wandering about 
theſe parts, for the purpoſe. of catching a very different 

kind of game. 

In the evening we came to Kurexoigu, or PKureko! Ku. 
In our way thither, we ſaw a great number of buffaloes. 
From among theſe I ſingled out (with a view to hunt them 
on horſeback) a herd conſiſting of ſeventy or eighty beaſts, 
old and young together. I took with me only a light piece 
loaded with a leaden ball, my intention being merely to get a 


a bit of roaſt veal, which, for the ſake of change, we longed 
1 for very much. But I was diſappointed in my views; for 
mtume old ones made a circle round the calves, ſo as quite to 


ſhelter them from me when I jumped off my horſe, in order 
to diſcharge my piece. Some of the oldeſt of them in par- 
ticular, putting themſelves in a poſture of defence, came 
forwards to meet me; by which means, they gave the 
others an opportunity t to get farther off: at laſt, however, 

1 fired 
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1 fired among the herd, when immediately, on hearing 
the report of the gun, they all made a full ſtop, and ſtared 
at me. I was not at that time perfectly acquainted with 


the nature and danger of buffalo-hunting, otherwiſe I ſhould 


rider are ſomewhat in a tremor, in conſequence of the vio- 
lent exerciſe they have juſt before undergone in purſuit of 
the game; while, on the other hand, by jumping off his 


their heels; 


ſcarcely have ventured to ſet about it in the confident manner 


I then did; but very luckily for me, the ball did not hurt 


any of them; otherwiſe, probably, the whole buffalo corps 


would have turned round and hunted me down the craggy 


hill, up which I had juſt before purſued them cloſe at 
in which caſe, I ſhould not ſo Oy have 


eſcaped. 
The hunters do not ſuppoſe it poſſible to kill the game 
ſitting on their horſes, partly on account of the weight of 


their pieces, and partly from the motion occaſioned by their 


horſes ; but chiefly by reaſon, that both the horſe and its 


ſteed, and ſupporting his gun with his ram-rod, in the 


manner before mentioned, the ſportſman acquires a great 


degree of ſteadineſs and certainty in his aim. 


We ſtaid at Kwrekoi#u till the evening of the r6th, in 
order to waſh our linen ourſelves and dry it in the ſun. 


We were, indeed, at that time very flenderly provided with 
this article, as at our firſt ſetting out we had been too laviſh 
of this and our other apparel to our Hottentots. Our chief 
inducement to this act of liberality was, together with our 
clothes, to get rid of a colony of diſguſtful animals, with 
which our driver in particular, in conſequence of his 
ſetting in the front ſeat, had ſtocked our waggon. We 
f 1 e after- 
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afterwards did not ſuffer the Hottentots to wear any other ;,, 


clothes than their own pelliſſes, as in theſe the vermin —— 


kept themſelves more quiet, and were more eaſity picked 


up by the Hottentots, .in which cafe, (the broiling part ex- 


cepted,) they underwent the ſame fate as the priſoners of 


the Cannibals. Whether they did this, however, for the 


ſake of gratifying their taſte or revenge, is a queſtion 1 
willingly leave to be determined by the philoſopher, who, 
ſhut up in his chamber, explains every phenomenon in 
nature from certain accidental occurrences. At leaſt, the 
Hottentots themſelves gave us no inſight into this matter; 


as when we propounded this difficulty to them, they gave 


us no other anfwer than, So maar, Baas ! This is our way,, 


Maſeer : In the mean time one may perceive from this, that 


men who are once ſunk into a certain ſtate of filth, degra- 


dation and miſery, will not only be eaſily familiariſed with 
it, but likewiſe, without the intervention of any other cauſe: 


in particular, ſuffer themſelves. to be more and more debaſed.. 

The two Hottentots,, however, which I had in my ſfer- 
vice, ſeemed, by their defire to earn and wear our Euro- 
pean clothes, already inclined to riſe from the inactive and. 
debaſed condition into- which: they were plunged.. It even 


flattered their ambition, that in conſequence of the European 
| dreſs we had given them, they might, perhaps, be taken for 


a kind of baſtards, and conſequently might be ſuppoſed to 
have ſome European blood in their veins. They had, how- 
ever, not the leaſt notion of taking care of their clothes, but 
wore them even 1n the deſert as long as they-would hang on 


their backs; and; indeed, until, in order to prevent the 


vermin 
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vermin they were covered with from ſpreading any far- 


Wy ther, we obliged them to throw them away entirely. 


On the ſame day on which they arrived at Bruntjes 
Hoogtez where they expected to meet with a number of 
| ſmart girls of their own nation, they painted their noſes, 
their cheeks, and the middle of their toreheads, with ſoot. 
A young Boſhies-man, the only young man amongſt all 
thoſe whom I engaged in my ſervice at Zondags-rivier, ſet off 
his perſon in the ſame manner.  Excepting this, I could 
not obſerve that they even took any pains to inſinuate them- 
ſelves into the good graces of the other ſex ; but am rather 
inclined to ſuſpect, that the firſt andes in the way of 
cCourtſhip, moſtly came from the woman's ſide. 


This day, while we were buſied in running after inſects, 


botanizing and waſhing, ſeveral of our Hottentots went a 
hunting; and in the courſe of their ſport, had come with- 
in fifty or ſixty paces of two lions, that were lying on the 
ee but Püree had the ee not to fire at them. 
tots, had ſtolen away as ſoftly as they.” The height of the 
thermometer, at noon, was 84 degrees. 


In the evening we took our departure, and in our POE 
met with and hunted a conſiderable number of buffaloes ; 
one of them, which was wounded in the breaſt by a ball, 
eſcaped from us though cloſely purſued; but a female 
which was ſhot in the cheek, quite through a large vein, 
fell at laſt, after having run to ſome diſtance. 
This day my friend had an opportunity of ſeeing. an 
amorous combat between two tiger- cats, and one of our 


. Hotten- 
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Hottentots caught four oftrich chicks alive, which we fed AK. - 
for ſeveral days with ſacculent plants, till they died i in con- IT 
ſequence of the jolting of the waggon. 

That ſame evening we got to Hevy, and there baited all 
night. It was merely a rocky vale, in which there were 
ſeveral pits of ſtagnating and brackiſh water. From the flat 
ſammit of a mountain there dripped a little freſh water, of 
which we could hardly collect a quantity ſufficient to quench 
our own thirſt. All the plants round about e the 
ſucculent ones) were dried up like hay. + 
On the 17th, at five in the morning, the thermometer 
was at 60, and at two in the afternoon at 80 degrees 
Towards evening we departed, and got before DINER, to 
2uammedacka Well. 2 
This place is ſituated at the diſtance of two hours (uurs) 
from that which we had juſt quitted. A boggy pool of 
water, which at that time was partly dried up, from twenty 
to twenty-five feet acroſs, was the only watering-place to 
be found in a tract of country of conſiderable extent; upon 
which account this was ſo much the more rede to by 
wild beaſts, and ſmelt fo ſtrong and rank of the buffaloes, 
rhinoceroſes, and other animals that wallowed in it, that, at 
the diſtance of ſeveral feet, our cattle, and particularly our 
Horſes, perfectly ſhuddered at it. Their thirſt, nevertheleſs, 
compelled them at laſt to ſip a little of what was collected 
in the prints made by the feet of the larger kind of game. 
On a plot of ground a little higher than this bog, we diſco- 
vered traces of a water-ſpring gently trickling down, and dug | 
round about it. From hence we got; it is true, ſome water 
not quite ſo rank as the former, though it {till retained a. 
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perſesty muddy taſte, and à blue cath leaving on each 
= ſide of the linen, through which we ſtrained it, a deep and 

indelible ſtain of mud. On this occaſion 1 could not Delp 


being ſtruck with the remark, that habit and the charac- 
teriſtic turn of any nation, will generally get the better of 


the plaineſt dictates of common ſenſe. My friend Mr. Im- 
MELMAN pertinaciouſly followed the laudable Dutch cuſtom 
of thoroughly wiping the baſons or veſſels with a clean 
towel, every time that water was fetched in them ; though 


at the ſame time they were perfectly clean, or at the 


moſt, perhaps, were ſtained with the hundredth part of 
a grain of ſugar, or elſe of coffee or tea-grounds, and he 


was juſt going to 8 8 dirt e out of them, I may ſay mT the 


OUnce. 


This evening a herd of about two thouſand ſpring-boks 
coming to drink out of the well, by the fide of which we 
had pitched our tents, made a halt at the diſtance of two 


hundred paces, in order to take a view of us; when I 


fired among them with a long gun, which was loaded 
with three ſmall balls. And though one of theſe balls, as 
L afterwards found, hit a doe, and went quite through her, 
ſo as to pierce her liver, diaphragm, and one lobe of her 

jungs, ſhe yet ran ſome hundreds of paces, before ſhe 
began to totter, juſt after which ſhe fell. She ſoon got 
up again, however, and ſkipped to the diſtance of one 
hundred and fifty paces farther, till ſhe was caught faſt in 
a thicket, where we overtook her and killed her. With a 
larger ball, in all probability, the ſpring-bok would not be 


found ſo difficult to Kill, SPOT i it hit wy of the 
greater — 
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CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 
This animal, which is called by the coloniſts ſpring-bok, 


a term in the Dutch language ſignifying the leaping or 


bounding goat, I have already made mention of in the Swe- 


diſh Tranſactions for 1780. The deſcription, however, of 
ſo remarkable a creature, muſt not be omitted in this place. 


This, if not the handſomeſt, is at leaſt one of the hand- 
ſomeſt gazels in the whole world ; being, like the gazel 
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kind in general, diſtinguiſhed by its beautiful fiery eyes; 


ſo that, in ſome parts of the eaſt, it is reckoned, and not 


without reaſon, as the greateſt compliment that can be paid 


to a handſome woman, to tell her that ſhe has eyes like a 
gazel. Vid. Proſp. Albin. Hit. Agypt. (I. 23 2.) 
Moss (in Numbers, Chap. XIV.) ſeems by his Diſebon to 


have meant this animal, as the ſeventy interpreters tranſlate 
this word by pygargus; the ſignification of which (wropigium 


album, or white rump) beſt agrees with this ſpecies of ga- 
zel. PLiny (VIII. 53.) makes mention likewiſe of a py- 


gargus; fo does JUVENAL (Sat. XI. ver. 138.) According 


to my taſte, this was the handſomeſt gazel I had ſeen in 
Africa, as, in fact, it was the moſt common; which latter I 


conclude from the circumſtance of my having ſeen it in theſe 
places in much greater numbers, than all the other ſpecies 


put together. Hitherto, indeed, I had ſeen no more than one 
of them in their wild ſtate, viz. on the plain near Boſhies- 
mans rivier; but between the two . ;/cb-riviers, J have ſeen 
them ſpread over the plains in herds of different magni- 
tudes, as far as the eye could reach ; and putting together 


what I have obſerved in the courſe of a day's journey on 
3 horſeback, their numbers amounted to ſeveral thouſand. 


Thoſe that I ſhot among to-day, were collected cloſe toge- 
* 2 | . ther 


1 ther into one nerd, and, on 6 Heling the 0 0 of my piece, 
S directly formed a line, at the ſame time making a circular 
movement, as if they would ſurround us, but immediately 
after wards flew off to a different ſide to that which they came 
from. In the Bokke-Yelds, as they are called, theſe animals 
are found in great numbers, and ſometimes at Roode-Zand. 
A great many of this ſpecies are kept in the. governor's me- 
nagerie. And yet, though it is as beautiful as common, there 
has not been hitherto any tolerable drawing given of this 
animal; and much is ſtill wanting, to the perfection of its 
hiſtory and deſcription. On this occaſion I cannot help 
expreſſing my aſtoniſhment, that the nammalia, or quadru- 
peds, the chiet branch of the principal Kingdom af nature, 1 
a branch, indeed, which comprehends man himſelf, ſhould 
be ſo little known, and nevertheleſs ſo little ſtudied by him. 2 
By the neglect of this ſtudy have lions, tigers, and other wild 
4 beaſts, at leaſt in Africa, without controul, committed their 
1 i 3 ravages in the animal kingdom. Nay, they have, as we 
1 © have already remarked, confined man himſelf within cer- 
tain limits, ſo that he even cannot help trembling for fear ” 
of them in his own habitation. Ya WM 
As to this gazel in particular, it deſerves, as indeed do 9 
all the works of the Creator, to be conſidered with all the 
preciſion and minuteneſs of which the ſubject is capable, 
that from the contemplation of it, we may the better learn 
to know and adore the great Maſter of the Univerſe. : 
It appears, indeed, that ſelf-love, which uſually has ſo 
great a {way with us, ſhould induce us to take this ſtep; 
for theſe gazels ought, for the general advantage of man- 
Kind, 39.1 be made tame, and tended in the places where 


they 
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they. now go-to graze expoſed to the ravages of lions, of 1 1775: 
which animals, in fact, they ſeem to be the peculiar pro- wines 


perty ; and may be aptly termed, according to the expreſ- 


ſion of the Hottentots, their flocks of ſheep. In the 


mean time, it is incumbent/ upon me to give previouſly to 
this, a tolerably accurate deſcription ' of this animal, and 
communicate to the public what information T have ac- : 
quired concerning its nature and manners. RO 

The height of it is two feet and a half; from the tip of 


the noſe to the horns are ſeven inches; from the horns to 
the ears two; from the ears to the tail three feet three inches; 


the tail itſelf being ſomewhat leſs than a foot long; the 
length of the ears is ſix inches and a half; that of the horns, 


meeaſuring them along their curvatures, is ſeven inches; 


the thickneſs of them at the baſe is two inches three quar- 
ters; and the diſtance of them from each other at that 
part one inch. After that they ſeparate, as is ſhewn in 
the figure (vide Vol. II. Plate V.) more and more, till at 
about three-fourths of their length they ſtand at the diſ- 

de n in- 
wards; ſo that the tips of them at laſt come within three 


inches and a half of each other. This appears to me to 


be the moſt general way, in which their horns are bent. 
In the ſame animals of this kind in the governor's mena- 
gerie I obſerved, however, that they varied greatly, inſo- 
much that fome of theſe creatures horns were bent forwards, 
like the naguer of BUFFoON, Tom. XII. Tab. XXXNIV- In 
others again, they were turned back. This it is the more 
neceſſary to mention, as | otherwiſe, by ſuch variations in 
the horns, zoologiſts might be induced to make ſeveral 
ſpecies 
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ſpecies o out of one. In like manner, I beg leave to remark 
on this occaſion, that in both ſexes of this ſpecies of gazel, 


the horns are fimilar both in ſize and ſhape; as M. PALLAS, 


; _ Spicil. Zoolog. I. p. 10. miſled by Kxmertr, ſuppoſes the 


female to have very ſhort horns, or none at all. In fact, 


it is from a female that I made the foregoing deſcription, 
This ſame female I got ſtuffed, and have it at preſent 
in the cabinet of the Royal Academy. In anſwer to 


the query put in the Spicil. Zoolog. Faſcicul. XI. p. 1 5. 


1 will juſt mention, that the Comte DE BurFon knew 
nothing at all of this gazel ; and that the #0b@'s horns, 
as well as thoſe of the eiran (vide Faſcicul. I. p. 10.) 


are, beſides the poſition of them, too large ever to have 
belonged to this gazel. 


To conclude, the horns of this beautiful mal are of a 
deep black colour; and from the bottom of them to 
ſomewhat above the middle, are adorned with rings raiſed 


above the ſurface. From hence they are quite ſmooth and 


plain, terminating in a ſharp point; which, as it was ſaid 


before, are turned inwards. The rings here ſpoken of are 


in number about fourteen, being raiſed a line or two above 
the ſurface, and inclining, as it were, forwards and down- 


wards. On the ſides, where the horns are ſomewhat flat- 


tened, theſe rings are leſs obſervable ; and between each 


ring there is a number of ſmall longitudinal ri. There 


are no pori ceriferi under the eyes of this animal. 
The predominant. colour in this animal is brown of va- 


rious ſhades, or a light ruſt-colour. This ſame colour oc- 


cupies a ſpace of two inches in the forehead, juſt in the 


front of the horns, and _ between them over the nape 
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the front of it only excepted; in the fame manner it e- 
tends over the back, the fides, the outſide of the haunches, „ 


and the whole hind leg; but makes only a narrow ſtripe 
in the front of the fore- leg. To the breadth of an inch or 


two, the poſterior moiety of the ridge of the back is white, 


which colour is continued over and round the anus, the in- 
ſide of the haunches, and the whole belly, the hind part, 
inſide and outſide of the fore legs, the cheſt, and the fore 


part of the ribs, whence it proceeds in a narrow ſtripe all 
along the neck, extending over the remainder of the head, 
except a dark-brown lift on each ſide, of the breadth of an 


| inch, which paſſes f rom the COrner of the mouth over the eyes „ 
to the horns. A ſtripe an inch and a half broad, of the ſame 


deep umber- colour, extends from the ſhoulders to the 


haunches, forming thus a boundary between the ſnowy 


whiteneſs of the belly, and the ruſty colour of the ſides. 


ST The hairs likewiſe, which encompaſs the white part of the 


e 


back and of the anus, are of a ſomewhat aner brown 


than the reſt. 
The tail, at leaſt at the lower part, is not thicker chan 


a gooſe-quill, and underneath it is quite bare, being cover- 


ed on the outſide only with very ſhort hairs; excepting, 
indeed, towards the tip, where there are- a four dark-brown 


hairs from one to two inches and a half long, which are 
_ difpoſed in the manner exhibited in the figure. | 
The ears are of an aſh-colour, in moſt places covered with 


very ſhort hairs, and in ſome quite bare; the fore-part of the- 
baſes of the ears, and the whole of their edges, are occupied 
by a quantity of hne light-grey hairs. On the inſide, they are 
moſtly 
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WY) which this creature is furniſhed, are black. The hairs in 
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general are very fine and denſe, the length of them being 
about half an inch. But the dark- brown ones, which border 

, on the white on the hind part of the back; are from two to 
© three, or three and a half inches long. Of about the ſame 
length are the white hairs, which grow neareſt the dark- 
brown ones juſt mentioned; but the middle part of the white 
ſtripe, conſiſts of ſhort hairs like the reſt of the bod. 

Ihe intention of the long brown hairs is in general, and 
in a great meaſure, to cover the dazzling white part of the 

'back juſt mentioned, the brightneſs and purity of which 
ſeems by this means to be preſerved ; ſo that the animal, 


by the expanſion of this colour to the breadth of fix, eight, 


or nine inches, may, on certain occaſions, be able to o make 
a more ſplendid appearance. 
This expanſion particularly takes place when the animal 
1 takes a high leap, which it never fails to do when it is pur- 
ſued. Without any other view. than that of contemplating 
this peculiar property of the ſpring-bob, I have frequently 
rode full ſpeed after whole herds of them; when it was no 
leſs pleaſant than curious, to ſee them Jumping over each 
others heads to the height of two yards, and, indeed, ſome- 
times much higher. Some of them would take three or four 
high leaps together in immediate ſucceſſion, but did not ſeem 
to get on a whit faſter than the others; which, in the mean 
time, kept on an even running pace, interſperſed now and 
then with a moderate leap or two. With their loftieſt bounds 
they made ſtill leſs progreſs. In this ſituation too they 
ſeemed to be ſuſpended, as it were, for ſome time in the 
. 
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air; in order, perhaps with a kind of oſtentation, , to look , 
over their ſhoulders at their purſuers; ; and at the ſame 


time, by the expanſion of the white part of their backs 
to throw out a kind of menace, which, upon any other 
| adverſary than man, may, perhaps, have the intended 
| effect. : 
"The poſition 01 their Te when 1 made the 
higheſt leaps, was various. Sometimes we ſaw theſe ani- 


mals with their backs bent convex, their heads downwards, 
and all their four feet brought cloſe together. Sometimes 


their backs were hollow, ſo that their bellies bulged out 


beneath ; by which means the nape of their necks and their 


rumps were brought pretty near to each other, while the 
fore feet and hind feet were on that account ſo much the 


more ſeparated. 


When hunted, theſe animals ſuffer themſelves ſoon to 
be diſperſed, ſo that in a ſhort time I had not more than 
two or three of them to purſue. Otherwiſe, as ſoon as 
the whole flock had got to ſome diſtance, they would all 
make a ſtand, and turn round to look at their purſuers. 
It is pretty nearly in this poſture that the animal is repre- 
ſented in the drawing hereto annexed, at the ſame time 

ſomewhat expanding the white Hairs ON Its back and 


rump. | | ” 


To conclude, ſpring-boks are extremely ſwift of foot; 0 


that it requires a good horſe, and one that is by no means 


deficient in point of wind, to overtake them. In other 


reſpects they are not very ſhy, ſometimes allowing a ſportſ- 


man either on foot or on horſeback to come within reach of 7 
them. Their fleſh is very palatable, and has a more juicy 
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2 and delicate taſte, though at the ſame time leſs flavour 


WD than that of other gazels. I was informed, that in ſuch: 
Years as are attended. with great drought, the ſpring-boks 
repair in incredible numbers. to the ſouthwards, making to-- 
wards the colonies at the Cape, and keeping ſtraight for- 
wards on the road till they are ſtopped by the. ſea, when 
they turn back to go home by the ſame way as they FR, 
and. commonly with ſeveral lions at their heels. —_— 
Mr., PENNANT calls this animal the 20 antilope. M. V 
PALLAS. gives it the name of the antilope Pygargus. The 5 
Sema Nature mentions an animal by the name of capra 4 
cerui-capra; and it might be ſuppoſed; that the ſpring-bok. ĩ 
was meant by it, as a drawing by Mr. HovsTow is referred Ml 
to, in ſome meaſure anſwering to it; but other. circum- ü 
ſtances ſeem to claſh with this idea, particularly the figure 5 
in Dop ART, (Which, however, is referred to as being a good 
one, ) not bearing the leaſt reſemblance to this creature. 
The name of cerui-capra, moreover, as denoting an inter- 
mediate genus between the deer and the goat, is applicable 
to the whole race of gazels or antilopes. | 1 
After we had ſhot the /pring-bok, we were obli ged to 1 
ſtay at ſo miſerable a watering- place as this 24amedacka WM 
five nights longer, as the two-horned rhinoceros (rbinoce- 
708 bicornis) was ſaid to have its principal reſidence in theſe 
parts. The longing deſire I had to ſhoot this remarkable 
animal was ſo much the greater, and the leſs to be won- 
dered at, as it had hitherto been. only known to naturaliſts 
| by the double horns, which at various times had been 
HO into pe; and preſerved in different cabinets. 
KöoLBE, 
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"Fora , indeed, pretends to have Den the rhinoceros bicor- 


nis; but as, beſides giving a fabulous account of it, he has in 


the drawing he has given of it, repreſented the tail almoſt as 
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buſhy as that of a ſquirrel, it is certain, that this author, on 


this as well as many other occaſions, is merely the echo of cer- 
tain ignorant inhabitants of the Cape, whoſe relations can- 


not be depended upon. I was ſo much the more deſirous 
to anatomiſe the 7wo-horned rhinoceros, as the inveſtigation 


of the internal parts of the one-horned animal had been 
entirely neglected, though this creature had been more 
than once brought to Portugal, France, and England, and 
had been kept there alive for ſome time; and upon the 


whole, has been tolerably well drawn and deſcribed, parti- 
-cularly by Dr. PaRSONs, in the Philoſophical Tranſactions. 
The reader may ſee, likewiſe, on this ſubject, an extract of 


my journal, in the Swediſh Tranſactions for 1778, p. 307. 


with a figure of the rhinoceros. With what ſucceſs my 


wiſhes were crowned, I ſhall now proceed to relate. 
On the 18th day at ſeven in the morning, the thermo- 


meter ſtood at 60 degrees; at three in the afternoon it 
had riſen to 84. This day I had a good opportunity of 
ſhooting ſeveral rare and uncommon ſmall birds, which in 


this arid diſtrict, where water was ſo ſcarce, were obliged 
to come hither in the hotteſt part of the day, and venture 
their lives for a few drops of water, which they were in 


Want of, as well for themſelves as for the young brood they 


had left in their neſts. Though they could not but be 
frightened away by my gun, and indeed ſome of them were 
wounded by the ſhot, and at the ſame time they could but 
too well ſee their deſtroyer, yet they came again, hopping 
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Dor by little and little down to the water-ſide, in order to dip their 
wy bills into it with all haſte, for the ſake of quenching their in- 
tolerable thirſt; with a ceaſeleſs chirping ſeeming all the while 
to lament” their diſtreſsful ſituation, and at the ſame time 
to upbraid me with my cruelty. This ſpectacle, affecting 
as it- was of itſelf, ought at this time to have made a {till 


greater impreſſion upon me, as, on account of the heat of 


the weather and the badneſs of the water I had to drink; 
I felt a thirſt almoſt equal to theirs. “ Vet, thought I to 
myſelf, on the other hand, what a mere trifle are a few 


birds compared with the populous fortified towns, which, = 
merely from a deſire of dominion, my betters 'make no 
cConſcience of afflicting with Hunger and thirſt both, in the 


Higheſt degree!” and thus went on inventing many ſpeci- 


ous arguments, which coſt ſeveral more birds their lives; 
and all this, merely with a view of finding among — 


ſome one that was rare and curious. So prone are men to 


commit acts of cruelty and tyranny, and at the ſame time 


to find excuſes for their conduct. bo 

About the middle of the following night we were awaked 
by the roaring of a lion, which brought to our recollection, 
that we might be as mere a trifle for theſe ravenous beaſts, as 


the birds I have juſt mentioned are in the eyes of naturaliſts. 


Our oxen and horſes appeared now much more diſquieted 
than they were on a former occafion, when they heard ſeveral 
lions roaring at once neither did our dogs now dare to bark, 
but with their tails between their legs crept cloſe to the 
Hottentots; whown this occaſion were very active in ſtirring 
the fire and keeping up a blaze, as they took it for granted, 
that there was a lon at that juncture reconnoitring us at no 


great 
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great diſtance, and ſuppoſed that it would not 1 He. 


De coinher, - 


place without paying us a viſit. As they likewiſe believed * 


that the eyes of the lion could be deſcried at a pretty good 
diſtance in the dark, they looked for them very attentively, 
in order that they might be able to diſcover from which 
fide they had to expect the wild beaſt, and PE them 
ſelves to receive it accordingly. 0 
Mr. IMMELMAN's ſituation and mine, wth this MERE | 
man, determined by motives of convenience rather than 
of 8 had choſen the evening before, was extreme 
ly critical. We had quitted the waggon, a8 being juſt at 
that time too hot and ſultry a place to ſleep in; and made 
our beds on the other ſide of the very ſame buſh, near 


which the Hottentots had encamped themſelves round about ©. F 1. 


a large fire. We had alſo till this inſtant flept there cloſe 
by the ſide of each other, and of our fire-arms ; but not- 
withſtanding the danger there was to be apprehended from - 
ſcorpions and ſerpents, and the inconvenience of lying on 
a plot of ground which was uneven and full of ſtumps of 
trees, we now found it more adviſeable to creep cloſe into the 
buſh, and keep.our guns ready i in our laps; for to go at this 
time from hence to the waggon would have been extremely 
dangerous, and to puſh in among the Hottentots near the 
fire wonld have had a cowardly appearance, and, in fact, would 
have been, without a metaphor, a dirty Piece of buſineſs. 
During all this the lion, according to all appearance, had 
that very night drank out of the well, which was hardly a 
ſtone's throw from us; though it was either not hungry 
enough, c or clfe had ack tuthicient courage to attack us. 
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. On the 19th the thermometer was at 60 degrees, and 
the ſame day at twelve o'clock it roſe to 84, and at three 
in the afternoon to 95, being hung under the tilt of the 


waggon. I found about this ſpot a kind of pur/ain, ſome- 
what tougher than the common cultivated ſort, and having 
very ſmall leaves one or two inches long, and thoſe of a light 
green colour, ( folirs linearibus, marginib. ad rachid. revolutis, 
caule herbaceo, ſuperius ſubquadrangl.) As I had brought with 
me a pint and a half of vinegar, in caſe of our being ſeized 


with an inflammation of the brain, proceeding from our 


'heads being ſtruck by the perpendicular rays of the ſun, 

put a ſmall quantity of it, together with a little ſugar, to the 

herb above-mentioned, in order to treat myſelf with a little 
 fallad, which, however, was tough enough, and ate almoſt 
like graſs. One of my Boſhies-men, who ſaw me prepare this 
diſh, gave me to underſtand by ſigns, that I began at the 


wrong end of the plant, and dug up the root of it, which, 


though I ate it raw, was better taſted than the plant 
itſelf; being nearly ſhaped like a carrot, and of a white 


colour, a palm and a half in length, and an inch and a 
half in diameter, ( fufiformis, albid. Je /quipaim. diametro 


ſeſquiunciali. 


On another occaſion I learned from this Hottentot, who, 


contrary to the cuſtom of his nation, was very communicative, 


that the root of the da-7#az, (vid. p. 27. of this Volume) a 
ſhrub of the me/erbryanthemum kind pretty common here, 
eaten raw, was, in fact, very well-taſted, yielding a ſweetiſh 
ſubſtance, which might be ſucked or otherwiſe ſeparated 


from the more woody and fibrous parts in which it was 
contained. I ſet the greater value upon this diſcovery, as 
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us from ſtarving. The African coloniſts, who are not near fo 


two of the others; one of whom was conſtantly his ar- 
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fine events might eaſily happen, which might make it ne- 8 1 


ecember. 


ceſſary for us to have recourſe to this plant, in order to Keep 


forward to inveſtigate the virtues of the plants of this coun- 
try, as by their continual encroachments to increaſe their 
property in the country itſelf, were as yet ignorant of the uſe 
of this root; neither were the Hottentots, Who followed me 
from Zwellendam, acquainted with it; and the eee 
themſelves were at this time too idle to dig for the root, 
when they could gorge themſelves, as it were, with fleſh. 
The Hottentot who was our beſt ſhot,. had turned out 
this morning before dawn to go a hunting, together with 


mour-bearer, in order that he himſelf, being diſengaged 
from the incumbrance of his arms, might have a ſteadier 
hand, and be more at liberty, when he found it requiſite, 
to creep on all fours and diſcharge his piece, or elſe in caſes 
of danger to make a precipitate retreat from the vengeance 
of the enraged animal. At different times likewiſe, he 
ſent the man who carried Bis a arms to reconnoitre the beaſt, 
and follow its traces. 
The three Hottentots I mentioned. as 5 having gone out 
in the morning, came back in the evening, and ſet them 
ſelves down quite ſpent by the well to cool themſelves. 1 
aſked them ſeveral times, if they had ſhot any thing? to 
which after ſome time they anſwered, © to be ſure there was 
a great ſcarcity of game in theſe parts ;” and at length gave 
me indirectly to underſtand, that they had ſhot two rhino- 
ceroſes. I mention this trifling incident in ſo circumſtantial 
a manner, as it t affords an inſtance of that ſpecies of reſerve 
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1775 peculiar to the Hottentot nation; which ſeveral coloniſts 
December. 
CER had told me of, and I myſelf have likewiſe experienced, 
When, for inſtance, any thing remarkable happens, a Hot- 
i tentot endeavours to avoid, it he can, mentioning it for 
HF 8 ſome days; and when at length he does ſpeak of it, it is 
WE with a kind of circumlocution, or, as the -coloniſts call it, 
with a dray, a ſort of twiſt or winding. And indeed, 
for the moſt part, the Hottentot comes out with his intel- 
ligence ſo late, that inſtead of being of any uſe, it ſerves 
only to vex one. In the mean time, however, I was ex- 
tremely well pleaſed with the news of the rhinoceroſes be- 
ing ſhot; and only wiſhed that my Hottentots had been fo 
kind as to have told me in time, that I might. have gone 
back with them and ſeen the animals alive. However, I 
have had an opportunity of this kind ſeveral times ſince. - A 
On the 20th betimes in the morning, Mr. IMMELM A 
and I, attended by four of our Hottentots, rode to the ſpot 
where the rhinoceroſes lay. 


In our road we ſaw a great many quagęas and partbeefts = 
and at the ſame time chaſed a wood-/wwine, but chiefly ſpent = 
our time in reconnoitring a herd of e/k-antilopes (antilope : 
480 oryx, Vol. II. Plate I,) ſo that we did not arrive at the 
we ſpot where the rhinoceroſes lay till ten o'clock. 

It was about the ſame time in the day before that theſe | 
beaſts were killed, each of them with one ſingle ſhot, which 
penetrated into the-very middle of their 1 They lay 
at the diſtance of about a mile and a half from each other, 
both of them being proſtrate on their belly and knees, 
with their hind legs brought forwards, and ſupporting | 
their bodies on each ſide. The firſt thing I did was to 
draw 
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* and tue the . of the leſſer of theſe animals By 


in this poſition, which I afterwards, from ſeveral others 2 


that I had an opportunity of ſeeing alive, altered to the 
attitude of walking. 

In order the more readily to form an idea of the ſhape 
of this animal, and the mutual proportion of its parts, the 
reader may turn to the figure annexed in Plate III. Vol. II. 


Io this purpoſe he muſt repreſent to himſelf the leſſer of 


theſe beaſts, eleven feet and a half long, ſeven feet high, 
and twelve feet in the girt. And when beſides this he 
conſiders, that, with reſpect to ſize, it ranks among four- 
footed animals the third from the elephant; and, excepting 


the horns, has been hitherto abſolutely unknown, with other 


circumſtances which will readily occur to his reflection, he 
will, perhaps, in ſome meaſure, be able to conceive, what 
a feaſt the ſight and examination of this creature muſt 
have been to a naturaliſt. 3 
The circumſtance which firſt and chiefly excited my 
attention Was, that in the hide of this beaſt there were 
none of thoſe plaits and folds, which we find in the deſcrip- 
tions and figures publiſhed of the rhinoceros bicornis, and 
which give it the appearance of being covered with a har- 
neſs. It was only on the hide of the lefler of theſe ani- 
mals that we could obſerve a ſmall fold or plait, and that 
merely at the nape of the neck; but this ſeemed to proceed 
from the poſition that we found it in, viz. with the head 
leaning againſt the ground, by which means this part was 
thrown ſomewhat backwards. 
Conſidering it in other reſpects, the hide was an inch 
and a half thick on the back, but ſomewhat thicker on the 
. 0 ſiides, 
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time, on one fide out of the way. 


extremely hard. 
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| Kides, though Wy compact chere. The ſurface of it was 


ſcabrous and knotty, and not much differing from that of 
the elephant, but of a cloſer texture; and when it is dry, 
It was of an aſh-colour, excepting about 
the groin, where the {kin is not near ſo thick, but is almoſt 


quite ſmooth, and of the colour of a man's fleſh. 

The muzzle or noſe converges to a point, not only 
above and beneath, but likewiſe very viſibly on the ſides, 
nearly as it does in the tortoiſe. The upper lip is ſome- 
what longer than the lower. The eyes are ſmall, and funk 
in the head. 


Though the horns have been diffuſely deſcribed by ates, 
pet, in order that the reader may form a juſt and adequate 


idea of them, it is requiſite in this place to make various 
additions to the deſcriptions already given. 


both ſexes; yet it appeared to me, that the ſize of them 
was not always in proportion to the body. Neither, indeed, 
is there any conſtant proportion obſervable between the 


foremoſt horn and the hindmoſt, though the enen 18 
always the larger of the two. 


The hindmoſt, eſpecially in the older anne 18 s moſt 


commonly obſerved to be worn away in different parts, 


which is never the caſe in the foremoſt and larger one. 
This, in ſome meaſure, confirms the aſſertion of the Hotten- 
tots and the coloniſts, that the rhinoceros makes uſe of the 
ſhorter one only for the digging up of the various roots, 
which are ſaid to compoſe great part of its food; it being 
endued with the power of turning the larger horn at that 


I was even informed, 


that 


They are of 
the ſame ſhape, and in ſome meaſure of the fame ſize in 
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that in the live ie the horns were ſo looſe and move- 


each other. What ſeems to add farther confirmation to this 
account, concerning the truth of which, however, I am not 
without my doubts in many reſpects, is an excavation or ca- 


vity in the baſe of the horns ; particularly that of the fore- 
moſt, which, like a glenoid cavity, by means of certain arti- 


culations, is adapted to, and incloſes a round protuberance of 
the ſcull. It was with great difficulty that we cut the horns 
away from the cranium through the ſinews and cartilages, 
by means of which they were attached to it, and of which 
the remains are {till to be ſeen on the horns I have brought 


home with me. Had I previouſly had the leaſt hint of 


the horns being moveable, I ſhould certainly not have 


omitted to inveſtigate the degree of force with which the 


muſcles and tendons, intended for the ſtrengthening of the 
joint, and keeping the horn ſteady and erect, were capable 
of acting. Of the elder of the rhinoceroſes which we had 
juſt ſhot, and whoſe horns I have preſerved in the cabinet 
of the Royal Academy, the hindmoſt horn is very evidently 
much worn away. I have likewiſe found the ſame appear- 
ance on another rhinoceros-horn, which was put up for 


ſale at the Cape. But in the younger animal, which I diſ- 


ſected, and which I particularly allude to in the preſent 


deſcription, no marks of this kind were obſervable. The 
ſhape of the rhinoceroſes-horns are univerſally conical, with 


the tips inclined ſomewhat backwards, as is ſhewn in the 


annexed Plate ; ; and may be ſeen ſtill more diſtinctly in a 
02.  Hgure 
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able, that when the animal walks careleſsly along, one may fee .. 
its horns waggle about, and hear them claſh and clatter againſt 
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| figure given by Mr. KLEIN, which repreſents a Pr? of 


GD) rhinoceros-horns of the natural ſize. 


OY 


With reſpect to their ſubſtance and texture, theſe hos 


ſeem to conſiſt of parallel horny fibres, the extreme points. 


of which on the lower half, eſpecially on the poſterior part 


of the foremoſt horn, and on the greater part of the hind- 


moſt, project in many places; ſo that the ſurface in thoſe 
parts is full of inequalities, and in ſome places feels as 


rough as a bruſh. The upper part of the horns is ſmooth 


and plain, like thoſe of oxen. 


The anterior horn belonging to the leſfer of the thine 
ceroſes that we had ſhot, was a foot in length, and five 


inches over at the baſe. On the larger of theſe animals 


this horn was half as long again, and ſeven inches in dia- 


meter meaſured at the ſame part. This rhinoceros, how- 


ever, did not exceed the other in bulk, in proportion to 


the ſize of its horns. Indeed, in the cabinet of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences, there is preſerved a pair of horns be- 
longing to the rhinoceros bicornis, the foremoſt of which is 
twenty-two inches in length, .and the hindmoſt ſixteen. 


The diſtance between theſe horns is ſcarcely two inches. 
They differ likewiſe from the horns I ſaw in Africa, and 


from thoſe I brought with me, in being of a lighter colour 


and ſtraight, and at the ſame time flat on the ſides ; ſo that 


the hindmoſt horn in particular, has pretty ſharp edges on 


the upper part, both before and behind. Theſe horns 


moſt probably came from the northern parts of Africa, as. 
they were purchaſed at Naples by Baron EMANUEL DE 
GER during his we and were by him {ſent to his fa- 


ther, 5 


EIT 


CAPE of GO O E Oro E. GE 


ther; the late Marſhal pz GEER, as an additional ornament . 
to his noble muſeum, together with which they were pre- Gs 
ſented by the Marſhal 8 en widow to T0 * Aca- 
demy of sciences. 

This animal may be cad t to be hs infos of "hah 
though there are a few ſcattered dark briſtly hairs about an 
inch long on the edges of the ears, with a very few between 
and round about the horns. This is likewiſe the caſe at 
the tip of the tail. This part of the animal is about an 
inch thick, diminiſhing by degrees from the root to the 
tip, which is ſomewhat enlarged in the fore part, and parti- 
cularly in the back part, and at the ſame time rounded off, 
but is flattened at the ſides. It is directly on the edges pro- 
duced by this conformation, that there are to be ſeen ſome 

ſtrong ſtiff hairs an inch, or an inch and a half in length. 
Such of them as ſtand towards this creature's hard and 
rough body, are viſibly worn down and ſtunted. 

The feet, as may be feen in the figure, are not much 
wider than the legs. In the fore parts they are furniſhed 
each with three hoofs, which do not project much, and 
of which the middlemoſt is the largeſt and moſt circular. 
The ſoles of the feet, like thoſe of the elephant, are 
covered with a thicker and more callous ſkin than the other 
parts; and are, if we except the edges, (which are compoſed 
of the hoofs) together with a fiſſure in the heel, ſomewhat 
of a circular form. 

l choſe the leſſer of the rhinoceroſes; for the purpoſe of. 
making the diſſection, as well as a deſcription and drawing 
of this animal. I and my people, making five in all, were 
not able to ſtir the carcaſe, when, With. a. view to, get at it 

with. 
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3 with the greater convenience, I endeavoured to lay it no its 
Lec # ; ; . — | . f 
back. This, however, proceeded in a great meaſure from 


the lazineſs of my Hottentots, and their backwardneſs to 
aſſiſt me. In the poſition, therefore, in which this un- 
wieldy creature lay, we cut up its left ſide, aud took a large 
ſlip from off its thick hide. This could not be effected 
without much trouble, and repeatedly whetting our KNIVES 


afreſh. 


fleſh had hitherto been preſerved from putrefaction by 
the thickneſs of the hide. A piece of this fleſh we broiled 


immediately, which taſted in a great meaſure like pork, but 


in my opinion was much coarſer. In the mean time, we 8 
cut through the ribs with an axe, and what with hacking 
and tearing together, we at laſt contrived to empty the 


cavity of the abdomen. I made drawings and deſcriptions 
of theſe parts, and took the dimenſions of them as ſpeedily 
as poſſible; after which we took out the diaphragm, and a 
naked Hottentot crept into the carcaſe, in order to pluck 
out the lungs and heart. | 
As the animal had received its death-wound by a ſhot in 
the large blood-veſſels of the lungs, theſe parts were al- 


ready affected with ſome degree of putridity. The lungs, 


liver and milt therefore, had not been long expoſed to the 
open air, before they began to {well and efferveſce. And 
indeed, the violent heat of the tun at noon, together with 


the thirſt we ſuffered, and the ſtench of the carcaſe, ren- 


dered this operation in a ſhort time extremely dangerous as 


well as diſguſting. In the mean time, I made the follow- 


ing obſervations. | | "This 


Though the animal had lain above cabytour hours, 
and an ecchymoſis was formed about the wound, yet the 
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The viſcera of the rbinoceros bicornis, in my opinion, BY 
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cember. 


moſt reſemble thoſe of a horſe. So that this animal, not- Wy 


withſtanding its being furniſhed with horns, by no means 


belongs to the ruminating tribe, but rather to the claſs of 


thoſe whoſe fat 1s of a ſoft nature Ake . and not hard 


like tallow. 

The ſtomach does not baud the leaſt rhferatilunce to that 
of a horſe, but rather to that of a man or a hog. It was 
four feet in length, (as I have lately found in my notes, 


ſince I gave the deſcription of this animal in the Swediſh 


Tranſactions) and two feet in diameter ; and to this viſcus 
was annexed an inteſtinal tube of twenty-eight feet long, 
and ſix inches in diameter. This inteſtinal canal was ter- 
minated three feet and a half from the bottom by a large 
cœcum, if I may fo call a viſcus, which at its upper end 


was of the ſame width as the ſtomach, viz. two feet, and of 


above twice the length, that is, eight feet and a half, and 
lay on the ſpine of the back, being attached to it at both 
ends, after which it was contracted into a rectum ſix inches 
in width, and eighteen in length. 

The kidnies were a foot and a half in diameter, and 
the milt ſcarcely a foot broad, but full four feet long. The 
heart was a foot and a half in length, and the breadth not 
much leſs. The right lobe of the lungs had an inciſion in it, 
but was in other reſpects undivided and entire, bein g two 
feet in length. The left was ſubdivided into two lobes, 


the ſmaller of which was next the baſe of the heart. The 
liver, when meaſured from right to left, was found to be 


three feet and a half in breadth ; but in depth, or meaſuring 
from above downwards, as it hangs in the animal when. 
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contents of the ſtomach were entirely without ſmell, and 
perfectly freſh and ſweet, conſiſting of roots and ſmall 


big as the end of a man's finger. 1 
peared, had likewiſe eaten a great quantity of ſucculent ME 


* 
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this latter is in a ſtanding poſition, two feet and a half. It 
conſiſted of three larger and perfectly diſtinct globes, almoſt 
equal in ſize, and of a ſmall lobe beſides, which projected 


to about a foot from the concave ſide of the liver, at the 


middle of its upper edge. No gall-bladder, or any traces 
of it, was to be obſerved. In this the rhinoceros reſem- 


Þles the horſe.—Juſt before I finiſhed the diſſection of this 
animal, I opened. its ſtomach, which was very much diſ- 


tended, in order to examine what it uſually fed upon. The 
branches of trees maſticated, ſome of which were found as 


plants, among which 1 thought I recognized two or three 


that were harſh and prickly. The whole of this maſs dif- 


fuſed around a very ſtrong and not diſagreeable aromatic 


odour, which in a great meaſure took off the ſtench ariſing 


from the putrid viſcera. Might it not be ſome peculiar 
herb, or, perhaps, the root only of an herb, with which 
I was entirely unacquainted, that produced the greateſt 
part of the aromatic flavour? In the excrements of this 
animal, which were four inches in diameter, and in other 
reſpects reſemble thoſe of a horſe, though they are of a 
much drier nature, there is uſually ſeen a quantity of bark 
and fibres of trees, a circumſtance that the hunters pay 


attention to; and by that means are able to diſtinguiſh it 
from the dung of the hippopotamus, an animal that feeds 


only on graſs. I thruſt my hand into this creature's mouth, 


ek, Was half open, and found the CL perfectly ſoft, 


which 


This creature, as it ap- 
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which is in direct contradiction to the common notion, viz. 
90d lambendo trucidat, (that he kills by licking with his 
tongue.) I was likewiſe not a little aſtoniſhed to find no 


fore-teeth in any of the three carcaſſes of the rhinoceros, 
although one of theſe beaſts ſeemed to be old; and, in 


fact, this animal has little room for fore-teeth, as the 
mouth goes off ſo ſharp at the fore part, that in that place 


it is only an inch and a half broad. Beſides, it has no oc- 
caſion for any teeth there, as the lips, like the ſkin, are 
of that extreme hardneſs, that it is able to clip off the tops 
of plants and ſhrubs with them; and that with ſo much 
the greater eaſe, as the under jaw goes within the upper; 


into its mouth, with the ſame eaſe and dexterity as Dr. 
Pa RSO NS obſerved in the common rhinoceros on a ſimilar 


occaſion. 


At that time I cond not t poſſibly ſeparate the feſh 3 
the other bones, for the purpoſe of examining them. I 
was in hopes, however, that, by the time I returned, the 
eagles and wolves would have ſaved me that trouble. And, 
indeed, this was ſo far the caſe, that I had it in my power 
to carry home with me the cranium of the leaſt rhinoceros, 
which I diflected, very nearly in a compleat ſtate. It is 
from this ſkull that I had the annexed drawing made; and 
this part of the animal is of too much importance, for the 
deſcription of it to be omitted here. 

Both jaws being clapped together in their joint, give 
nineteen inches for the aggregate height in the back part ; 
and, meaſured at the fore part from the tip of the noſe, 
Y 0. ih P een; 
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ſo that this ſpecies of rhinoceros is probably capable of 
L laying hold of its food with its lips, and conveying it 


106 


1775: 


December. 


YN 


the hindmoſt part of the cranium, is in a direct line 


proportion, &c. of the other parts. It is on the fore part 
of the os frontis that the leſſer horn is fixed ; it will, there- 


ſo that this huge animal has but a ſmall brain in propor- 


giſts uſe to explain the {ſuperiority of hounds in this parti- 
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fifteen; the length, meaſured from the tip of the noſe to 


twenty-three inches, or ſomething leſs than two feet. 1 3 
With a view to avoid being prolix in my deſcription, I = 
refer my readers to the figure annexed in Plate III. of this 
volume, whence they will be able readily to conceive the 


fore, probably, be eaſily perceived from the annexed draw- 
ing, that the /agiz7al ſuture is obliterated, and that the os 
occipitis is terminated. by a flat ſurface, along which it goes 
ſtrait down in a perpendicular line to the condyloid pro- 
ceſſes, one of which is ſeen in the figure. 1 
The cavity in which the brain is contained, does not ex= | 
tend much farther forward than the ofa bregmatis. The 
other bones by which it is encompaſſed are tolerably thick, 


tion to its ſize; the cavity for containing this organ be- 


ing barely ſix inches long, and four high, and of an oval 


ſhape. In order to know the capacity of it with the 
greater certainty, we filled it with peas, which we after- 


wards meaſured, and found to amount barely to a quart. 


With a view to diſcover the proportion between the brain "0 
of the rhinoceros and that of a man, I likewiſe filleda 
middle-ſized human ſcull with peas, and found that nearly RE 


three pints were requiſite for this purpoſe. On the other 


hand, the cavity of the no in the rhinoceros is of a con- 8 
ſiderable ſize, which probably does not a little contribute be: 
to the quickneſs of this animal's ſcent. At leaſt, phyſiolo- 4 


I | | cular, 
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cular, from the circumſtance of the tunica ſchneideriana, „ 
the nervous membrane appropriated to this ſenſe, being ſo 
extenſive, (when expanded and extricated from all the _ 

folds which it makes in the cavity of the noſe, with the 

greateſt art contrived for this purpoſe,) as to cover the 
whole body of the animal; while on the other hand, this 
membrane, in the human ſpecies, 1s but Jan capable of 
covering the head. 

Six dentes molares only, or grinders, were e on 
either ſide of each jaw, belonging to the two oldeſt of the 
rhinoceroſes ſhot by us, and five only in the leaſt or 
dune as the annexed Ae of its cranium ſhews; 
more on each ſide, the foremoſt of which had ank age to 
make its appearance, but the hindmoſt was almoſt entirely 
included in its ſocket. Hence it follows, that an aged and 
full-grown rhinoceros has fourteen teeth i in each Jaw, in 
all twenty-eight. PTY 

In the anterior part of the os palatt, this animal appears 
to have a tooth-hke proceſs, which in the ſcull that I 
brought home with me is loſt. Conſidering the diſtance 
of it from the lower jaw, it ſhould ſeem that it can hardly 
ſerve any purpoſes of a tooth. I have to thank M. PaLLas 
for this piece of intelligence; who, when I had tranſmit- 
* ted to him this engraving, was ſo good as to ſend me the 
| beautiful figures of the cranium of a rhinoceros, tranſmitted 

1 to him by M. CA ER for the Ada Petropolitana. 
Ihe dotted lines drawn about the cranium, ſhow pretty 
nearly the ſituation of the horns and lips. 
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As I have mentioned above that the rhinoceros may be 


killed by a ſingle ſhot, it follows that the hide of this ani- 
mal is not ſo impenetrable as has been ſuppoſed. BoN- 
'TIvs has long ago remarked, that this beaſt is uſually killed 
with powder and ball. M. DE Bur FON probably did not 


pay attention to this paſſage, when he aſſerted, on the autho- 


rity of GERVAISE, that its hide cannot be penetrated by any 


ball, excepting only about the ears. To theſe, however, 


M. DE BurFoN ſeems, of his own free will and bounty, to 
have added the eyes and the belly. It is true, indeed, 


that leaden balls will ſooner be flattened againſt the ſkin 
than pierce it; but that balls or cylinders made of iron 
(des lingots de fer) ſhould not be able to make the leaſt im- 
preſſion on it, ſeems to be another addition of M. DE Bur- 


FON's, equally abſurd with the former. It frequently be- 
comes neceſſary for me to correct in this manner, the vo- 


luminous works of this illuſtrious author; which, indeed, 
merit this correction ſo much the more, as the errors in 
them, being in other reſpects not unfrequently dreſſed up 


in an elegant ſtyle, have, in fact, impoſed on many with 


charms which ought to be the attendants on pure genuine 


truth only, and unadulterated nature. It is therefore pro- 
bable, that the ſportive genius of M. DE Burron, muſt at 


times have operated in impoſing likewiſe on its owner; 
but I am willing to hope, that this gentleman being by 
profel}i eli on the interpreter of nature and truth, will on this 


account ſee with the greater pleaſure, any ſtrictures and re- 


marks which are neceſſary to tree natural knowledge from 
falſchood and error. p 


-For 
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For this reaſon I ſhall proceed, Without any farther cere- De . 
mony, to inform the reader, that the hide of the rhinoceros, Le 
as well as that of the elephant, i is capable of being penetrated 
by javelins and darts. I ordered one of my Hottentots to 
make a trial of this with his haſſagai, on one of the dead rhi- 
1 noceroſes. Though his weapon was far from being in good 
9 order, and had no other ſharpneſs than that it had received 
= from the forge, yet, by means of a certain manceuvre the 
fellow made uſe of, it received ſuch an impulſive force, as 
at the diſtance of five or ſix paces, to pierce through the 
thick hide of the animal half a foot deep into its body. 
The Hottentot or Caffre hunters are accuſtomed to ſteal 
both upon the elephant and the rhinoceros while they are 
aſleep, and wound them in different places at one and the 
ſame time. After this they follow the traces of the animal 
for one or more days, till it drops down with weakneſs or dies 
of its wounds. Generally, however, according to their own 
account, they poiſon one or two of their darts, immediately 
before they attack an animal of this ſize ; in which caſe, they 
have no occaſion to wait ſo many days, as they otherwiſe 
would, before their prey falls into their hands. A farmer 
told me, he had ſeen an elephant in this manner wounded 
and dead within twenty-four hours... 
AS to what regards the one-horned rhinoceros, M. DE Bur- 
FON, in Tom. XI. changes his opinion three times in the 
=—_ ſpace of a few pages. In page 177, without quoting his au- 
=_ thority for it, M. DE BUFFON conſiders the hide as being ſo 
= tough, as not to be penetrable either by the fire-arms or ſide- 
arms of the hunter, (ni du fer ni du feu du chaſeur.) In page ; =_ 
18 1 again in the notes, he quotes, approves, and highly com- — 
mends | 


. ber. : 


Which yet is in contradiction with the former. This, how- 
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mends the account given by M. Mons relative to this point, 


ever, he ſeems again to have forgot, when, in page 195, 
(without producing any authority for it) he aſſures us, that 
javelins (les javelots & les ances) are not able to pi erce this 
animal's fide. 

M. DE BUFFON, not content ith; aſſerting that the hide 
of the rhinoceros is impenetrable, in page 176, will not 
even allow it the leaſt portion whatever of ſenſibility, (prive 
de toute ſenfibilite) and this merely without quoting any au- 
thority, or having any other foundation for the affertion, 
than what his own imagination has furniſhed him with. 


And yet, had M. DE BUuFFoN but paid a moderate degree of = | 


attention to the clear and diſtinct account drawn up by Dr. 
PARSONS in the Phil. Tran/. which he himſelf has quoted, 
it would ſeem that he muſt have been of a different opinion. 
In that paper it is mentioned, that the rhinoceros emitted his 
penis, when he was tickled under the belly with a wiſp of 
ſtraw. M. DE BUFFoN too remarks himſelf, that the rhino- 
ceros is fond of wallowing in the mire like the hog : but ! 
will leave it to others to judge, how this accords with the 
abſolute inſenſibility he attributes to the hide. And, indeed, 
when even the thick hide of the elephant is affected by the 


ſinging of flies, how can we ſuppoſe that of the rhinoceros 
to be abſolutely inſenſible ? In fact, the ſkin at the bottom of f 
a man's foot, though thicker than it is in other parts of the 


body, is nevertheleſs by no means void of ſenſibility. More- 
over, the ſkin of the rhinoceros, however tough and cloſe in 
its texture, has, (at leaſt about the groin, ) veſſels, blood, and 


e adapted for the nouriſhment of inſects, and which, | 


indeed, 


3 
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indeed, actually do nouriſh them ; this beaſt being infeſted 5 N 


with a kind of acari, which I have Bovered on its pubis and 
groin, and have drawn up an account of them, inſerted in the 
VIIth Tome of Memoires ſur les Inſectes. Neither does the 
thickneſs of this animal's hide prevent it from perſpiring. 
This creature, which at all other times appears to be of 
a grey colour, ſoon becomes black when it is hard hunt- 
ed. This proceeds from the duſt and dried mud ſticking 
to the animal's ſkin, and moiſtened by ſweat. Of this fact, 
beſides that I have been aſſured it by others, I think I once 
myſelf ſaw a manifeſt inſtance, in the caſe of a rhinoceros, 
which was purſued by ſome other ſportſmen, and very 
unexpectedly paſſed within the diſtance. of forty or fifty 
| paces of my waggon, and, fortunately for me, without per- 
ceiving it, or doing it any damage. This beaſt was much 
d coloured than any I ever ſaw, the number of which, 
however, in all, did not exceed eight | 
From the figure of the rhinoceros referred to above, and 
from the deſcription I have already given, it follows, that 
M. DE BUFFON, in his notes to page 186, accuſes KoLRE, 
without any foundation, of having deſcribed the leſſer horn 
as being placed in a ſtrait line behind the other, and upon the 
= animal's forehead. 17 is impoſſible, ſays he, ibat the two horns 
Qould be placed ſo far from each other ; for in the borns which 
= vr preſerved in Six HANS SLOANE's muſeum, there is only the 
diſtance of three inches between the larger born and the ſmaller. 
In fact, this eminent naturaliſt ſeems rather too haſty in the 
foregoing remark, and forgets that every animal's noſe is 
placed near its forehead ; fo that while one horn is fixed on 
the rhinoceros's noſe, the other may be very well fixed, and 


actually 
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actually is ſo, on the forchoad.;- A figure ſo plain as ſimple 


as KOLBE's (vide the French edition) might have ſufficed to 


prevent miſtakes on this ſubject. 


In fine, it is neceſſary to inform my readers, that what M. 


DE BUFFON advances concerning the copulation of the one- 3 
horned rhinoceros, viz. that it is performed croupe d croupe, 
is not in the leaſt applicable to the rhinoceros bicornis; but 

in all Probability, this opinion is not true with regard to 


either ſpecies, as in the two-horned rhinoceroſes which I ex- 
amined, the penis was placed as forward under the belly as 
it is in a horſe; though, conſidered with relation to the 
different bulk of the two animals, it is much ſhorter. In 


the animal which I diſſected it was no more than ſeven or 


eight inches in length, as may be ſeen in the ſpecimen! 


brought home with me. In a rhinoceros, which had the 
appearance of being old, it was not much larger. M. pr 


BurfoN, after Dr. PaRSONs, deſcribes the penis in the one- ; 


horned ſpecies as being ſtill ſhorter. Beſides, he does not 
ſay a word concerning the ſituation of this member, but 


founds his conjecture on the ſubject of this animal's -copu- 


lation, merely on the circumſtance of its having been ob- 
ſerved to bend its penis back wards when it ſtaled, in which 


direction conſequently the urine was emitted. But this, : 


perhaps, was owing to an accidental and vicious conforma- 
tion; or it might be done out of cleanlineſs, eſpecially as 
we know that the rh/noceros bicornis at leaſt has a very 
acute ſmell, and feems to love cleanlineſs, from the cir- 
cumſtance of its chuſing certain places near the buſhes to 
ſtale upon. It is poſſible, indeed, that the animal may have 
a kind of muſculus erefror, for the purpoſe of occaſionally 

altering 
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altering the direction of this member. But I am afraid of . 


tiring my reader's patience, by dwelling ſo long on the 


ſuhject of this quadruped; I ſhall therefore at Preſent only 
make mention of it, juſt as it mop happen to occur in the 


courſe of my journal. 


Mr. IMMELMAN likewiſe was at a weary of ſanding 


by and ſeeing me diflect this beaſt, and therefore ſet out 


before us on his road home, with a view to repoſe at in- 
tervals, and cool himſelf under ſome ſhady tree. In order 


to go, as it appeared to him, by a nearer way, he rode over a 


hill overgrown with buſhes. From this ſpot a rhinoceros 
ruſhed out upon him, and he would certainly have been 
trampled to death by this huge creature, or elſe have been 


taken up by it on its horns, and, together with his horſe, 


thrown up into the air, had not this latter in his fright made 
a ſudden ſtart, and by ſeveral fide leaps carried his rider 
through the buſhes, out of the ſight and ſcent of the animal. 

Here it muſt be obſerved, that the rilunoceros s eyes are 


Funk into its head, and are but ſmall when compared to 


the bulk of its body; in conſequence of which it ſees, as 
it is ſaid, but indiſtinctly, and that only ſtrait forwards. 
But to make amends for this deficiency in ſight, its organs 
of {ſmelling and hearing are ſo much the more acute; at the 
leaſt noiſe, therefore, more than uſual, this creature takes 
the alarm, and pricking up its ears, ſtands clapping with 
them and liſtening. Above all things one muſt take care, 
even when one is at great diſtance,” not to get to the wind- 
ward of it; for in that caſe, it ſeldom fails directly to 
follow the ſcent, and attack the object, as it was very near 


doing by Mr. IMMELMANI This gentleman, having with 
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kk great difficulty made his eſcape, ſtruck into a by-patty, 

in order, after paſſing through a little dale, to get into 
the ſtrait and plain road. In this road he overtook me, 
on a ſpot whither I had retired to ſereen myſelf and my 
horſe from the burning rays of the ſun, and was over- IR 
looking my drawings and memorandums. He was till: MY 
ſomewhat out of breath in conſequence of his adventure, 
at the time he gave me an account of it; while I, for my ; f 
part, could not help in ſome meaſure envying his good : 
fortune, in having at ſo cheap a rate ſeen this huge un- 1 
wieldy animal alive, together with the motions it made in 
the cumberſome hide in which it was incaſed: but, indeed, 
agreement to ride up together on the other ſide of the very J 


hill, in which he had juſt been put to flight by the rhinoceros. 
From hence we thought we ſhould be able to deſcry this 
creature on the plain; but that we might not be betrayed 
by the effluvia of our bodies, in caſe he ſhould return again 
to the thicket, we threw ſome duſt into the air, in order 
to determine more accurately which. way the wind was, 


N 
3 


and thus be able to direct our courſe preciſely in oppoſition 


he went on, ſaying, it was impoſſible, as it did not 


to it. And indeed, we had not been long arrived at the 
ſpot before my horſe began to be a little ſhy,. and at length 
was quite reſtive, behaving juſt as he had done before 
when I firſt: rode him up to the carcaſes of the two 9 
rhinoceroſes. This circumſtance I took notice of to my Ml 
companion, conſidering it as a ſign that, in all pro- 
bability, there was a rhinoceros near the ſpot; but 


ſtrike him. jolt then, tat there might be more than 
one 
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like that of an animal raiſing itſelf up leiſurely on its legs. 


Immediately upon this appeared a rhinoceros, with its horn 


projecting over one of the buſhes. I now thought it high 
time for us to turn back immediately, and made ſigns to 
my companion, that it might be done as ſilently as poſſible. 


He too had perceived the ſnout of this animal, and we rode 


away as ſoftly as poſſible; our horſes feet, nevertheleſs, 
made a crackling noiſe among the dry branches which had 
fallen from the trees, and with which the narrow paths 
between the buſhes were every where covered. On this 
account, we did not neglect during our retreat to look be- 


hind us, in order that we might make off as faſt as poflible, | 


in caſe the Thinoceros ſhould have been alarmed by the 


noiſe, and have been induced to purſue us. What I call 


paths were merely tracks made by the buffaloes and rhino- 
ceroſes forcing their way through the thickets ; but among 
theſe likewiſe we found many blind paths, i. e. ſuch as 


terminated on a ſudden in ſome high and impenetrable 
buſh. Into a place of this fort we might in our flight 
Laſily have ſtrayed, and there have been caught by the rhi- 


Noceros, as it were, in a trap. This adventure made us 
afterwards ſuſpect, that every buſh harboured a rhinoceros; 
and induced us for ſome time to give up all thoughts of 
reconnoitring among the buſhes with ſo much aſſurance, 


an animal that did not appear as if it Was to be trifled 
with. 


From the preceding relation, I think we may infer, that 


this rhinoceros was different from that which put Mr. IMMEL- 
Q 2 MAN 


one in that vicinity. We therefore advanced Kill nearer, a. 
til being but fifteen paces off, I heard a ruſtling noiſe * 
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MAN to flight; as likewiſe, that this latter did not purſue us; 
by reaſon that, in conſequence of our having rode up to 
it full in the face of the wind, it could not get ſcent of us; 


beſides, this animal did not hear our talking nor the crack- 


ling of the branches, with a ſufficient degree of certainty 


to engage it to make an attack upon us: and in fine, it 


appears, that it had with great forecaſt choſen a thick and 
high buſh, by way of entrenchment, on that fide of the 


buſh,. from whence the wind prevented it from getting | 


ſcent of any thing. If I may form any concluſion. from 
my horſe's ſtopping, it would ſeem, that he had got ſcent 


of this beaſt as far off as the diſtance of forty or fifty paces, 
though the wind was very moderate from that quarter. 


On the way to our home, (for ſo we always called our 


waggon, or baiting- place in the deſert) we came within 


piſtol-ſhot of a herd of - antilopes, probably the ſame with 
thoſe we had given chaſe to in the morning without ſucceſs; 
but what was very ſingular, they at this time hardly ſhewed 
the leaſt fear. The males, which were of the ſize of an or- 


dinary galloway, appeared much more bulky and corpulent 


than their females, and ſeemed to run rather heavily. 


In the evening we received an unexpected viſit. This 


was from eight coloniſts, who were come hither from Cam- 
debo with four waggons, and had brought with them two 
of their wives, and a couple of children. They were go- 


ing to the ſalt-pit before-mentioned near Zwartkops-river, 
in order to fetch ſalt from. thence ; but having been told by 
us of the violent drought they would meet with in their 


way thither, part of them only went with two Waggons, 
that being fewer of them, they might be leſs liable to ſuf- 
5 fer 
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fer for want of water. . Theſe people informed us, that 
that very day they had chanced to awake a rhinoceros 
juſt by the road fide; but that the beaſt, probably ſcared 
by the noiſe and buſtle it heard from different quarters at 
once, ran by them without doing them any hurt. They 
related to me, however, an inſtance, in which a rhinoceros 
had run up to a waggon, and carried it to a conſiderable 


us, that the diſtemper among the horfes had already 
begun to commit ravages in the diſtrict of Camdebo, where, 
however, it otherwiſe ſeldom uſed to make its appearance 
till the month of April. The reaſon of this, probably; 
was. the univerſal drought that. prevailed this year. 
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diſtance on his ſnout and horns. They likewiſe informed- 
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| On the 2 2d early in the morning, we croſſed Little Viſcb- 
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rivier, it being ſuppoſed, that where we then were, it would or 


not be ſo well worth our while to go in ſearch of the hippo- 


 potamus, or ſea-cow, an animal that is bigger than a rhino— 


ceros, and lives both in the water and on dry ground, (vid. 
Plate IV. of this volume.) This, in fact, as I had ſeen the 
rhinoceros, was what I now chiefly laid out for. 

Between nine and ten Oclock, being on our march, 


ſaw. two large lions. They were about three hundred paces 


from us, in a little vale. The inſtant they perceived us, 
they betook themſelves to flight. Being very deſirous to 


have a nearer view of theſe animals, we rode in purſuit of 


them,. all the while ſhouting and. calling out after them. 


Upon this they mended their pace till they got down 
to the ſide of the river, Which we had juſt croſſed, and 
there hid themſelves in the thickets. Urged by their cu-- 


rioſity, two of our Hottentots followed us, one armed 


with a couple of haſſagais, and the other with a gun. 
We ourſelves were without any arms whatever; but I: 
imagine we ran no riſk in this chaſe, as we conld eaſily 
| have turned back and fetched our arms, in caſe the lions 
had thought proper to purſue us. In running they had a 
kind of ſideling pace, like that of a dog, accompanied now 


and then with a flight bound. Their necks were all the 


while ſomewhat-raiſed, and they. ſeemed to look aſkance at 
us over their ſhoulders. One of them had a mane, and con- 


ſequently was a male; but both of them were nearly of an: 


equal ſize, and ſeemed to be conſiderably higher and longer 
than our ſaddle-horſes, which were of the ſize of common 
Salloways. Neither our horſes, nor ſeveral gazels which 
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_ were on the ſpot, ſeemed in 98 leaſt afraid of theſe tos 
though they were as near them as we were. As the lion 
- ſeldom or never attacks his prey openly, it ſeems that he 


does not ſtrike the other animals with any high degree of 
terror, except when they take the ſcent of him, which 
nature has rendered highly diſguſtful to them. 

This day likewiſe we ſcared a male oftrich away from 


its neſt, which was in the middle of the plains. This 


nelt, however, conſiſted of nothing but-the ground itſelf, 
on which the eggs lay ſcattered and looſe. Hence it fol- 
lows, that the oftrich does not leave its eggs to be hatched 


by the fun, but likewiſe, at leaſt in this part of Africa, ſits 
upon them herſelf : we may alſo. infer, that the male and 


the female fit upon them alternately. The Hottentots too 


aſſured: me of this fact, Which has hitherto been unknown 
to naturaliſts. 


So that THEVINOr is in the right When he aſſerts, that 


the oſtrich lives in monogamy, or with one female; though 
he is quite alone in this aſſertion, and the practice is con- 
trary to the cuſtom of the larger kind of birds. 


Ido not pretend to be able in the. leaſt to determine the 


exact number of eggs laid by this bird; the number of thoſe 
we at this time found was only eleven; they were all freſh, 
and probably were to have had ſeveral more added to them. 
Another time two of my Hottentots ſcared another oftrich 
away from its neſt, out of which they took fourteen eggs, 
and brought them to me, having left ſome-behind, which 
did not 8 to them to be quite ſo freſh; ſo that perhaps 
ſixteen, eighteen, or twenty, is the higheſt amount of the 


number of eggs laid by this bird: and yet it appears to me, 
that 
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that it muſt be very difficult for the oſtrich to cover ſo 


many with its body. A brood of young ones, ſcarcely two 
feet high, which I ſaw in the diſtrict of Roode-Zand, ſeem- 
ed to me to amount to ſome ſuch number; but the oftrich- 
chicks which I had taken on the 16th of this month at 


Kurekoi-ku, were about a foot in height. May we not 
likewiſe-conclude from hence, that the oſtriches in Africa 


have no ſet times for laying their eggs? 
Some of my more obſerving readers may, perhaps, won- 


der how I am able to aſſure them, that it was a male oſ- 


trich which I ſcared away from the neſt. To this I an- 


ſwer, that in all this part of Africa it is looked upon as an in- 


diſputable fact, that ſuch of theſe birds as are males, carry 


and bellies are covered with black. The females, on the 
contrary, have black feathers only in their tails and wings, 


while thoſe on their bodies are of an aſh-colour. This 


likewiſe accords with the diſſections made of this bird-in 
Europe,. (Vide BUFFON, p. 429.) What ſerves farther to 
convince me, that the cock oftrich aſſiſts the hen in hatch- 


ing her eggs, is, that in the neſt which I have been juſt 


ſpeaking of, there were found ſeveral white feathers, as 
well as a number of black ones, both of which would na- 


turally fall into it whilſt the birds were ſitting. Nature, per- 


haps, has found it the more neceſſary to impoſe on both 
ſexes of the oſtrich, the office of mutually aſſiſting each other 


"mn hatching their eggs, as the frame of their bodies is large, 
and they are furniſhed with many ſtomachs, and at the ſame 


time are craving beyond many others of the feathered race; 


ſo that the hens could not bear the uſual courſe of faſting 
SOLE Z 1 9 5 . 
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White feathers in their tails and wings, while their backs 
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which purpoſe, whiſks were made of them of a conſiderable : 
length as well as breadth, with which a ſlave or two were 
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during the whole time of ſitting, nearly ſo well as the 
females of other birds. The authors who have deſcribed 
the young of the oftrich, as being covered with ſmall grey 
feathers, are perfectly in the right. With a plumage of 
this colour, even their necks and thighs are clothed; parts, 
which in the full-grown birds, are deſtined to be naked, 
while the reſt of their bodies are adorned with feathers. 


The moſt beautiful and curled of theſe compoſe the tail of 


the oſtrich, and conſequently it is chiefly for the purpoſe 
of adorning our heads with Oy that we ee this bird 
of its life or freedom. 


In this colony, however, I did not ſee oftrich feathers 


made any other uſe of, than to bruſh. away the flies; for 


employed in driving away theſe animals from the table, 
while the family were at their meals. The Hottentots, 
who eat all ſorts of fleſh, eat likewiſe that of. the oftrich ; 

but the eggs I have ſeen uſed by the coloniſts, and that 
even at the Cape, for pancakes and aumelets. While 
we were travelling through the deſert, we found it an- 


ſwer beſt to ſupple our throats with them juſt before we 


took our chocolate or tea; and likewiſe to clarify our coffee 


with them, or elſe to ſtew them, for want of pans, in our 


porridge-pot, having previouſly thrown into it a little fat; 
a diſh I had learnt to, prepare in Sweden by the name of 
E eggs. 

Oſtriches eggs are eatable, ads; in all theſe ways, but 
not equal to hen's eggs. They are, as it were, of a 


er nature and thicker conſiſtence, and at the ſame 


time 
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time more filling and luſcious. One of the largeſt ſhells 
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of the oftriches eggs, kept in the cabinet of the Royal Aca . 


demy, I found, on examination, to weigh eleven ounces, 
to be fix inches and a half in depth, and to hold five pints 
and a quarter liquid meaſure. It is of the ſhape of a com- 
mon egg. I never found the weight of the freſh eggs ex- 
ceed this in any extraordinary proportion; ſo that when M. 


PDE BUFFON (at page 426, 427) computes the weight of one 


of theſe eggs at fifteen pounds, this bold aſſertion of his ſeems 
to require to be mentioned only, in order to be confuted. 
I have already, in Vol I. page 1 30, related the method 
of hunting the oſtriches in this country; but that this bird 


Contents itſelf barely with hiding its head, when it finds it 


cannot make its eſcape, is a circumſtance which I do not 
remember ever to have heard mentioned at the Cape; but 
even were it a fact, ſtill PLiny's explication of it is not 
more abſurd than M. DE BUFFoN's own, I. c. page 448. 
Children, indeed, who play at hide and ſeek, are apt to 
imagine that they are concealed, when they cover their 
heads, ſo that they themſelves cannot ſee. I have likewiſe 
frequently obſerved turkey-poults merely hide their heads, 
ſo as not to be able to fee any thing, when they were 
warned by their mother's cries of the hawk s approach. 


How then can one expect a greater degree of conſideration 


in a bird, in other reſpects very ſtupid, and whach 1 is in 
danger of its life? 

M. DE Buro, page 443, calls the ſkin of this creature 
very thick; but in this reſpect it is but equal at the beſt to 
goat $ or cxif's Min: 10 that how far it is probable that the 

Na Arabians 
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Aula wſe it for harneſſes and ſhields (I. c. page 44 3) 


— does not ſeem to deſerve a ſerious inveſtigation. 


The cry of the oſtrich, according to the deſcription 1 


have had given me of it in Africa, in ſome reſpects reſem- 


bles the roaring of the lion, but is ſhorter, or, in other words, 
not drawn out to ſo great a length. In this caſe, its cry muſt 
neceſſarily be hoarſe and rough, and likewiſe fill the breaſt 


of the hearer with anxiety and terror; and conſequently it is 


not unaptly that the prophet Mican, chap. i. ver. 8. has 


compared it to the voice of a mourner; if, in fact, by the 


word do in this and other places of holy writ, the oſtrich 
be meant, and not a kind of owl. 


The young of this bird have no cry at all; at leaſt, 


one a foot and a half high, which on my return home 


wards I brought with me alive to the Cape all the way 


from Honing-Rlip, did not, during the whole time, viz. 


twenty-four days, let us hear any thing of it. This was 


_ trampled to death by my horſe, juſt before my departure 


from the Cape, otherwiſe it might have eaſily been brought 
to Europe. It ate a great deal, and was not nice in its 

There were ſeveral large tame oftriches at the governor's 
menagerie at the Cape. Without ſeeming to be impeded 
by their weight, they would run along with any body what- 


ſoever, and would moreover Jump up and perch upon the 
' ſhoulders of all ſuch as would ſuffer it. In conſequence of 


having made this obſervation, as well as of ſimilar inſtances 
to be found in authors, I cannot doubt, but that oftriches 


might be brought to bear burdens, and. do other offices 


of that nature, ſo as to become uſeful to mankind. 


The 
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The inſtance which is given us by ADANSON of a young RM 
oſtrich, not properly trained up to this employ, is there- * 
fore not capable of raiſing in me the ſame doubts as are 
entertained by M. DE Burro on this ſubject. And yet 
we read in this illuſtrious author, I. c. that FiRMIUs, who 
reigned in Egypt in the third century, was drawn by 
oſtriches; and that in Foar, in Africa, an Engliſhman was 
' ſeen riding on an oſtrich, on which he uſed to take jour- 
nies, &c. I have converſed with yeomen at the Cape, 
who had brought up oftriches ſo tame, that they went looſe 
to and from the farm, and were obliged to ſeek their own 
food; but at the ſame time were ſo voracious as to ſwal- 
low chickens whole, and trample hens to death, in order to 
tear them to pieces afterwards and eat them up. At a cer- 
tain farm they were obliged to kill one of theſe oſtriches, 
as he had got a habit of trampling ſheep to death. Quere, 
Does not the oſtrich eat ſnakes likewiſe ? 1 
Theſe large birds were, as it appeared to me, 1 
be found in ſuch tracts of country as partook of the pro- 
perties of the carrow, and produced ſucculent plants. I 
ſaw but one of them in the ,/or diſtrict, as it is called, of 
Lange Kloof ; but this might very probably, like the ele- 
phant in the ſame diſtrict, of which I have already given 
an account, Vol. I; page 315, have got out of its latitude. 

Another kind of large bird, which I have mentioned 
before, as being in the governor's enge VIZ. the ca- 
ſuary, was not a native of Africa.  _ FH | 

This had been a very warm. day, and 3 it . 
ſeem that I ought by this time to have been inured to heat, 

yet in conſequence of it, I was ſeized with a violent head- 
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1 found great relief, however, by waſhin 18 my Want 
8 running water in great Viſcb-rivier. Two of my Hot- 
tentots likewiſe complained of being affected in the ſame 
manner, but were ſoon made eaſy by giving them a little 
hemp to ſmoke. I had forgot to look at the thermometer 
this day till ten o'clock in the evening. Even at that late 
hour it was at 78. At dark there fell a few drops of rain. 
This night we did not hear the lions roar in the leaſt. 
Very early on the 2 3d we proceeded again on our journey, 
to look out for the /ea-cows near ſome other pit belonging 
to great Yi/ch-rivier. There was now again a great ſcarcity 
of meat in the waggon; for which reaſon my Hottentots 
began to grumble, and reminded me, that we ought not 
to waſte ſo much of our time in going in ſearch of inſects 
and plants, but give a better look out after the game. At 
the ſame time they pointed to a neighbouring dale over-run 
with wood, at the upper edge of which, at the diſtance of 
2 mile and a quarter from the ſpot where we then were, 
they had ſeen ſeveral buffaloes. Accordingly we went 
thither, but though our fatigue was leſſened by our Hot- 
tentots carrying our guns for us up a hill, yet we were 
quite out of breath and overcome by the heat of the ſun, 
before we arrived at the ſpot. Vet, what even now appears 
to me a matter of wonder is, that as ſoon as We had got a 
glimpſe of the game, all this languor left us in an inſtant. In 
fact, we each of us ſtrove to fire before the other, ſo that we 
ſeemed entirely to have loſt ſight of all prudence and caution. 5 
When we had advanced to within twenty or thirty paces of 
the beaſt, and conſequently our fears might likewiſe have 
contributed ſome what to the hurry and fluſter we were in, 


we 


- 
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we diſcharged our pieces both almoſt at the ſame time; is 
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at which inſtant the buffalo, which was upon rather lower — 


ground than we were, behind a thin ſcambling buſh, 
ſeemed to turn his head round in order to make towards us. 
The moment, however, we had diſcharged our guns, we 
had the pleaſure to ſee him fall, and directly afterwards 


run down into the thickeſt part of the wood. This in- 
duced us to hope, that our ſhot had proved mortal: for 


which reaſon, we had the imprudence to follow him down 


into the cloſe thickets, where, luckily for us, we could 


get no farther. We had, however, as we found after- 


wards, only hit the hindmoſt part of the chine, where the 


balls, which lay at the diſtance of three inches from each 


other, had been ſhivered to pieces againſt the bones. In 


the mean time our temerity, which chiefly proceeded from 
hurry and ignorance, was confidered by the Hottentots as 
a proof of ſpirit and intrepidity hardly to be equalled ; on 
which account, from that inſtant, they ever after appeared 
to entertain an infinitely higher opinion of our courage 
than they had done at any time before. Several of our 
Hottentots now came to us, and threw ſtones down into the 
dale, though without ſucceſs, in order to diſcover by the 
bellowings of the beaft, whither he had retired: afterwards, 
however, he ſeemed to have recovered his courage, for at 
laſt he came up out of the date of his own accord to the 


ſbirts of the wood, and placed himſelf ſo as to have a full 
view of us on the ſpot, where we were reſting ourſelves 


ſomewhat higher up: his intention, in all probability, and 
in the opinion of our old ſportſmen, being to revenge him- 
ſelf on 1 if we had not happened to {ee him in time, 
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1775- and fired at bim directly. What, perhaps, i in ſome mea- 


Ces ſure put a ſtop to his boldneſs was, that we ſtood on higher 
ground than he did: for ſeveral veteran ſportſmen have 
aſſured me of it as a fact, that they know from experience, 

that the buffaloes do not willingly venture to aſcend 'any 
hill or eminence in order to attack any one. The third 
ſhot, which afterwards was diſcovered to have entered at the 
belly, was fatal. This occaſioned the buffalo to deſcend 
again into the vale, dying the ground and buſhes all the way 
he went, with his blood. Though ſtill hot upon the chaſe, 
yet we advanced with the greateſt caution, accompanied by 
two of our Hottentots, through the thin and more pervious 
part of the wood, where the buffalo had taken refuge. He, 
on the other hand, was advancing again in order to attack 
ſome of us, when Mr. IMMELMAN, from the place where he 
was poſted, ſhot him in the lungs. Notwithſtanding this, 
he had ſtill ſtrength enough left to make a circuit of a hun- 
dred and fifty paces before we heard him fall. During his 
fall, and before he died, he bellowed in a moſt ſtupendous 
manner; and this death- ſong of his inſpired every one of us 
with no ſmall degree of joy, on account of the victory we 
had gained: and, ſo thoroughly ſteeled frequently is the hu- 
man heart againſt the ſufferings of the brute creation, that 
we haſtened forwards, in order to enjoy the pleaſure of ſeeing 
the buffalo ſtruggle with the pangs of death. I happened to 
be the foremoſt amongſt them ; but think it impoſſible ever 
to behold anguiſh, accompanied by a ſavage fierceneſs, 
painted in ſtronger colours than they were in the counte- 
nance of this buffalo. I was within ten ſteps of him, when 


-he e me, and, bellowing, Taiſed himlelf ſuddenly 
again : 


2 
1 
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A. 
—_— 


CAPE OF o HOPE. 


again on his legs. I had reaſon to believe ſince, that x Was. 
at the time very much frightened ; for before I could well 
take my aim, I fired off my gun, and the ſhot miſſed the 


whole of his huge body, and only hit him in the hind legs, 
as we afterwards diſcovered by the fize of the ball. Imme- 
diately upon this I flew away like lightning, in order to, 


look. out for ſome tree to climb up into. 
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Notwithſtanding the tedious prolixity it may ws. occa- 
1 — me to be guilty of, I thought the beſt and readieſt 


poſition of this animal, and of the method of hunting it, 


method of giving my reader an idea of the nature and diſ- 


as well as of other circumſtances relative to this creature, 


would be to adduce an inſtance or two of what occurred i in 


the courſe of our adventures with it. 
My Hottentots cut up the buffalo with their uf Bt alacrity 


believe, will be thought rather uncommon. This was as. 
follows : they cut out large ſlips of fleſh whole and entire, 
with holes in the middle, wide enough for them to put their 
heads and arms through, and loaded themſelves with it in 
this manner before, behind, and on every ſide of them ; the 


and ardour ; but as they had a great way to carry the fleſh to 
the waggon, they took it thither in a method, which, I 


meat all the while dangling about their bodies in a manner 


ludicrous enough, though not much adapted to create an ap- 
petite in the ſpectator. In this way, their hands being entirely 


diſengaged, excepting that each man carried a ſtick, they 


clambered up the brow of the Hill that overhung the vale, 
and thus walked on towards the pond whither one 
might trace them all the way by the blood. | 

In the mean while the Hottentot, who was our princi- 


pal ſhot, had, at no great diſtance from this place, ſhot 
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an elk-antilope, in conſequente of which we repaired thi- 


ther, in order to carry off the beſt and fatteſt part of the 
fleſh. Before we got back to the waggon, darkneſs came 


on, with thunder and lightning ; and, to add to the terror 


of the ſcene, we heard the lions roaring very loud. In- 


deed we had good reaſon to fear, that theſe wild beaſts 
would throw themſelves in our way, in order to ſhare our 


prey with us. Neither ſhould we, in fact, in the total 


darknefs in which we were involved, have eafily found our 


way back to the waggon „if the Hottentots whom we had 
left with it, had not been thoughtful and confiderate 
enough to ſmack the large ox-whip from time to time 
by way of fignal. - At length, when we arrived at the plain 


where the waggon ſtood, we ſaw the fire they had made, 
| We had hardly reached home, however, before there came 


on a heavy ſhower of rain, which continued the greater part 


of the night, and put out our fire; the tilt of our waggon 


too, was in great danger of being carried away by a 
alt ſouth-eaſt wind, with which the rain was accom- 


panied ; at the fame time that the rain not only entered 


the waggon by the ſides of the tilt, but likewiſe penetrated 
throngh the tilt=tloth, ſo that we were not a whit better 
ſheltered there, than the Hottentots under their cloaks. 


During all this, we frequently heard the roaring of the 


lions, as well as the yelling of the hyænas; and ſome of the 
latter animals ſtole away a ſtrap belonging to the tackling 
of our waggon, together with a conſiderable quantity of 


the fleſh which the Hottentots had hung up at the diſtance 


of a Jew Paces from the ſpot where my lay. 
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This day the thermometer at fiye 0 dock in the morning 5 1775. 


Was at 74 degrees, at twelve o clock at noon it roſe to 99, 
and in the afternoon to 100. | 
On the 24th I was induced to ſtay a little longer on 177 


ſpot, by the hopes of ſhooting a ęgnuu, which had been | 


| ſeen ranging by itſelf about this part of the country. 


nu is the Hottentot name for a ſingular animal, Which, 


with reſpect to its form, is between the horſe and the ox. 
The ſize of it is about that of a common galloway, the 


length of it being ſomewhat above five, and the height of 


it rather more than four feet. The proportion of the 
parts to each other may be beſt ſeen by the figure given in 


Plate II. of this Volume, which repreſents this animal in the 
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attitude into which it puts itſelf when it is going to butt ag - * 


one; in conſequence of which, we have been able to give 


a proper idea of the poſition of the horns, and the manner 


in which they lay, as it were, flat upon the head : while, 


on the contrary, in a drawing which accompanies Profeſſor 
ALLAMAND's fine deſcription of this creature, and which 


has been copied i in a compilation, entitled, Nouvelle De- 
ſeription du Cap de B. Eſperance,” the horns appear almoſt 
as if they grew out of the mane itſelf. 


This animal js of a dark-brown colour all over, except- 
ing the tail and mane, which are of a light-grey; ; the ſhag 
on the chin, under the lower jaw, and on the breaſt is black, 


as likewiſe are the ſtiff hairs which ſtand up erect on the 
forehead and upper part of the face. It is ſomewhat ſin- 
gular, that M. ALLAMAND, Who was the firſt that deſcribed 
this ſpecies of animal from one which was brought from the 
Cape to Holland, found the colour of its mane and body 
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extremely different from what I have deſcribed it to "1 
above, and from what 1 have obſerved in Africa, as indeed 
may be ſeen by the ſkin of this animal which I brought 
This difference probably proceeds from a 


diverſity of age, climate, or other accidental circumſtances. 


giſt, M. PALLAS, has ſeparated from them under the _ 


At firſt fight one would be apt to pronounce, that the 
guu moſt reſembles the ox kind; but with reſpect to the 
following particulars, this beaſt may likewiſe be referred to 
the capre in general, or to the genus which the great zoolo- 


mination of antilopes. 


AT The legs of the gnu are as mall as thoſe of PL an- 


3. 


— 


tilope, or the gazel kind; and, like them, have ſmall. fet- 


lock-bones and hoofs. | 
2. The gnu reſembles the antilopes and capræ in its hair: 


wakabith as this 1s ſhort, juſt as it is in the hart kind. In 


its ſhag, the gnu reſembles the capre more than oxen. 
With reſpect to its mane, it is manifeſtly diftin& from 
theſe latter animals ; ; but ſomewhat reſembles another large 
capra, or antilope (the antilope oryx) by the coloniſts called 
the Cape. el, (vide Plate I. of this Volume.) With regard to 
the tail, it does not in the leaſt reſemble an ox's tail, but ra- 


ther that of a horſe; and in this point ſomewhat coincides 


with another large antilope, viz. the hartbeef, (vide Plate I. 


of this Volume.) This laſt-mentioned antilope, according to 


the accounts given me by ſeveral perſons at the Cape, falls 


upon its knees when it 1s going to butt any one; and 


probably the gnu reſembles it in this point likewiſe, as 
M. ALLAMAND remarked of the gnu which was brought to 


Holland, 


- 
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againſt the ground. ; 

3. The gnu, like many ; of the hart and antilope kind, 
has a viſible „nus, or porus ſebaceus, or ceriferus, below and 
juſt before each eye. This ſinus, which has not been re- 
marked by M. ALLAMAND, is (juſt as in the hartbeeſt,) about 


one line in diameter, and encompaſſed with a little tuft of 


black hair. Pores of this kind, or apertures in the ſkin, 


which excrete a ſubſtance of the nature of ear-wax, are 


not to be found, as far as 81 have been able to learn, in any 
ſpecies of the ox kind. 


4. The noiſe made by the tame fawn of a gnu, which 


Holland, that it ſometimes fell on its knees, and butted . 
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(we) 


1 have frequently heard cry, did not in the leaſt reſemble the 8 


bleating of the common calf. 


5. I did not find that the fleſh of this animal had any . 


thing of the flavour of beef or of buffalo's fleſh; but was 


rather like that of the other antilopes or gazels about the 


Cape ; it bad, however, a finer grain, and was more juicy 
than the fleſh of the hartbeeſt, and conſequently was: 


much more delicate than beef. f 
6. I find from the diſſection I made of a fawn of a gnuzʒ 


that its viſcera reſemble thoſe of the other antilopes which 


I had examined, more than the vitcera of the ox, but that 


they bear no reſemblance whatever to thoſe of the horſe; 


fo that this circumſtance is ſufficient entirely to overthrow 


the conjecture, of thoſe who imagine, that the gnw is ove 
_ duced by the copulation of a horſe with a cow. 


What makes it ſtill leſs credible, that the gnu ſhould be 
the offspring of ſuch an intermixture as I have mentioned, 


is, that theſe animals are almoſt always ſeen in large herds; 
: — — 
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and, as far as I can learn, are in Africa to be 1 only 
in Camdebo and Agter Bruntjes-hoogte; from whence it is 


only a few years ago, that one of them was carried to the 


Cape, and from thence to Holland: conſequently, the gnu 


then wandering in theſe parts was, probably, an old buck, 
which either did not care to keep company any longer 


with the herd it belonged to, or elſe had HARON ieee 
ſeparated from it. 


As this that was ſeen here kept upon the open plains, 


and we could not ſteal upon it by creeping towards it from 
among the buſhes, I endeavoured to overtake it on horſe- 


back. And indeed, at firſt I got almoſt within gun-ſhot of 
the animal, when it ſhewed its vicious diſpoſition in making 


various curvets and plunges, flinging out behind with one 


As 1 
7 42 2 „2 
i D Sai 

„ 


or both legs, and butting againſt the mole-hills with its . 


horns; but immediately upon this, it fled with conſider- 
able velocity in a direct line over the plain as far as the eye 
could diſcern it: and I cannot help thinking, but that this 


was one that was become furious, as the other gnus I have 
chaſed ſince would frequently ſtop to look back at their 


purſuers, as ſoon as they had gained ground of them in any 
conſiderable degree. What contributed not a little to this 


gnu's having eſcaped from me was, thatthe ground was rocky, 


and that an ardent deſire for diſſecting this animal induced 
me to puſh my horſe on too faſt at firſt ; ſo that in a very little 
time he was quite out of breath, and all over in a tremor. 
A conſiderable number of eagles and other birds of prey 
that feed upon carcaſes, were feaſting on and fighting for 


the elk-antilope we had ſhot the day before, and had already 


conſumed almoſt all the fleſh we had left behind us. 
likewiſe 


Cart 0 6005 H OP E. 


likewiſe ſcared a jackal away from the carcaſe. I could 


Der. 


not at this time pretend to chaſe it, as my horſe was not ww 


recovered from the fatigue of purſuing the n. This day 
we likewiſe ſaw a numerous herd of quaggas, which not 
unfrequently made their appearance in theſe deſerts. 
Scarcely a day paſſed without our ſeeing a great number 
of hart-bee/ts between the two J iſch-rivers, and . 
by the hundreds and thouſands at a time. g 

It was now the 24th of December, a period which the 
Chriſhans all over the world uſually ſpend in mirth and 
feſtivity*. My friend and I, though in the midſt of a de- 
fert, and ſeparated from the reſt of mankind, were deſirous 
of partaking of this religious jubllee ; we therefore over- 
hauled our ſtock of biſcuit, and found that on occaſion of 
this great Holiday, we could afford to give out two to each 
man. As to the reſt of our fare, we treated ourſelves with 
an oftrich-egg, part of which was ſtewed in our porridge- 
pot, and the remainder boiled up with ſome coffee, a ſmall 
baſon full of which was diftributed to every one of our 
company. The third diſh conſiſted of a piece of elk's fleſh. 

This day at noon the thermometer had been at 84, but 
towards the evening fell to 76.—At night our Hottentots 
faſteried a piece of meat to a long ſtout ſtrap in ſuch a 
manner, that if the wolf ſhould come and attempt to 
{wallow the meat, he would be caught faſt by the ſtrap 
till they could lay hold of him and kill him; but the beaſt 
was not at that time in this part of the country, and conſe- 


quently we could not diſcover how far this New invention. 
of theirs was practicable. 


* This is particularly the caſe in Sweden. 
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W795. On the 2 wth. the thermometer roſe to x00 degrees. We 


December. 


— now repaired to a _/ea-cow hole, (2 ceckoe-gar) near en. 
dW lock for the hippopotamus. _ 
On the 26th the wind .blew agreeably al. and the * 
mometer at noon was not above 79. This day we over- 
took ſeveral farmers from Agter Bruntjes-hoogte, who were 
come into this neighbourhood for the purpoſe of hunting. 
I could not help ſmiling, (though at the ſame time I was 
covered with confufion,) at theſe good ruſtics viewing us ſo 
narrowly as they did from head to foot; while, on the 
other hand, I could not but allow their as well as our ſur- 
prize at this unexpected viſit, to be extremely natural. In fact, 
they found me with a beard which had not been touched 


with my West open at the breaſt, my hat flapped,. my 
hair braided into a twiſt, my ſide-curls hanging down 
ſtrait and fluttering in the air; a ſine thin linen coat, with 
_ a white ground variegated with blood, dabs of gunpowder, 
and ſpots of dirt and greaſe of all kinds; but at the ſame 
time decorated with fine gilt buttons, a third part of which 
were fallen off, and a great many of the remainder dangled 
about looſe, in readineſs to follow their companions. 
As to the other part of my dreſs, my breeches, for the 
ſake of coolneſs, were turned up at the knees, in the 
manner in which they are frequently worn by the 
boors of this country; and after the ſame guiſe, and 
for a ſimilar reaſon, my ſtockings, which were woollen, 
: were gartered below my knees, at the ſame time that 
| they hung down looſe about my ankles; while my 
feet were ſet off with Hottentot ſhoes, made to draw 
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up with ſtrings, of the ſame kind with thoſe repreſented 1775 0 


December. 
in Plate I. Vol. I. Fig. 4. 1 yrs 
Mr. IMMELMAN, Who, in fact, was a handſome young | 
fellow, with large dark eye-brows and a fine head of hair, 
at this time wore a beard five weeks old, which was now 
beginning to curl in a very conſpicuous manner. As to 
the reſt of his appearance, he figured on horſeback in a 
long night-gown, with a white night-cap, large wide boots, 
and, if I remember right, was jult at that time without 
ſtockings, in order to keep his legs the cooler. It may be 
neceſſary here, perhaps, to make ſome excuſe both for our 
beards and our dreſs. As to our beards, we had both of 


us in N mood, formed a reſolution not to touch a Hair - 
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x * into company again with n Chriſtian lafles, or ſhould 
have an opportunity of diſſecting a hippopotamus. Added 
to this, we withed to try how a long beard would become 
our juvenile years. * It is a preſent made to us by nature, 
ſaid we to each other, let us keep it by way of experiment. 
This ornamental excreſcence may poſſibly prevent colds, 
eruptions in the face, and the tooth-ache in cold nights ; 
at leaſt it is probable, that in this climate it ſerves to defend 
the face from the ſcorching rays of the ſun; and who can 
„ tell, what reſpect and conſideration it may acquire us from 
dune beardleſs tribes we are likely to meet with in the courſe 
of our expedition.“ This reſolution of ours, which we per- 
tinaciouſly adhered to, gave riſe in the mean while to many 
ludicrous converſations ; though at the ſame; time I muſt 
confeſs, that we felt ourſelves delivered from a very heavy 
burden, when we got rid of our beards. — as to 
Vor. 1 — f our 
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from the bites of ſerpents, and from being torn by the 
branches of trees. Mr. IMMELMAN thought that boots 
were more convenient, and would anſwer this purpoſe 
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our clothing, it was entirely adapted to the warmth of the 
climate and our own convenience; neither was there any 
danger of its leſſening us in the eyes of our own Hotten- 
tots, or of thoſe we might expect to meet with in the deſert. 


As for my woollen ſtockings, I wore them principally with 
a view to keep off the flies, as well as to preſerve my legs 


better. Being an African by birth, he was not afraid of 


being ſun-burned; on which account likewiſe, in order to 


keep his hair out of his __ he generally rode in his 
night=cap. 


On the 27th at ſeven in the morning the thermometer 
ſtood at 60 degrees, the preceding night having appeared 
to us extremely cool. At noon the er was at 


98. At five in the afternoon it had fallen to 83, when 

there came on a ſhower of rain with thunder and lightning. 

At nine in the evening the thermometer was at 79 degrees. 
On the 29th I forded over Great Viſcb-rivier, and 


mined ſeveral ſea-cows ſculls that lay on the other fide of 


it, and found them perfectly accord with the deſcription 
and delineation given of theſe parts by M. DE BUrrON. 

I now began to be incommoded by a ſlight pain and ſwel- 
ling in the fore part of the breaſt, juſt at the edge of the 


ſternum, which gave me great uneaſineſs; but it went off 


in the ſpace of a few days, and in all probability was only 


a fore-runner of the gout, the ſymptoms of which had al- 


ready begun to appear in a flight pain and ſenſation of 


burning in the ſoles of my feet. This diſorder, which fell 
— = f | _____ particularly 


1 


er 
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particularly heavy on a botaniſt, and one who was travel- 


ling through extenſive deſerts, I had probably brought 


upon myſelf, by having undergone too great fatigue. At 


leaſt one of our horſes was afflicted, from this very cauſe, 
with a kind of gout or tenderneſs in the feet, together 
with a ſwelling in the paſtern-joints, as ſoon as it got home 
to the Cape. The day before we had eaten our laſt biſcuit, 


our patience, in conſequence of waiting ſo long to ſee the 
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hippopotamus, was almoſt as near being exhauſted as our 


bread; we, therefore, the next day came to a reſolution 
to go again into a land inhabited by Chriſtians. 


On the 29th we were conducted by our Boſhies-men 


from Great to Little 7; ;/ch-rivier. This tract of country 
was thinly covered with thorn-trees (7727729/a nilotica,) which 
| ſhaded the ground and kept it cool; ſo that 


being in ſome 
meaſure covered with graſs, it exhibited an agreeable ver- 
dure, and at the ſame time harboured a conſiderable num- 


ber of /pringers, quaggas, and haribeefts, of which latter 


we ſhot a young female. The muſcles and fibres of this 


creature retained a convulſive motion and twitching, even 
for ſeveral minutes after the animal had been cut in pieces. 
I muſt confeſs, that 1 never, either before or ſince, have 
obſerved any thing ſimilar to this, either in the hartbeeſt, 
or any oner: animal. 
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January, 1776. Agter Bruntjes-hoogte, where we were 


now arrived, is rather a flat tract of country, which takes \ 
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in the upper part of Kleine Vi iſch-rivier, and is ſeparated” A 


from Camdebo by Bruntjes-hoogtens, or the Bruntjes-hills, 
and with reſpect to the latter place (Camdebo) is ſituated 
agter, or behind the mM. The Sneeuwbergen, which lie. to 
the north of Comdebo,. are ſo called from the ſnow with 
which in the winter-time the higheſt of them are ſaid to 
be covered, and even to remain ſo during part of the ſum- 
mer; ſo that they are, probably, of the ſame nature as the 


Rogge-veld. and Bokke-veld mountains, and perhaps com- 


poſe: a part of the chain formed by them. The. lower 


ee or Snow-monntains, are inhabited the 1277 . 


E Calficiently res to e the 5 remove into me 


plains below in Camdebo. The inhabitants, indeed, of 


the more diſtant Snecu- mountains are ſometimes obliged, 
it is ſaid, entirely to relinquiſh their dwellings and habita- 


tions, on account of the ſavage plundering race of Boſhies- 
men, of which I have made ſome mention above, (in 
Vol. I. page 198). who from their hiding-places,. ſhooting 
forth their. poiſoned arrows at the ſhepherd, kill him, and 


afterwards drive away the whole of his flock, . which per- 


haps conſiſts of ſeveral hundred ſheep, and forms the chief, 


if not the whole, of the farmer's property. What they 


cannot drive away with them they kill- and wound, as 


much as the time will allow them, while they are making 


their retreat. It. is in vain to purſue them, they being 


very ſwift of foot, and taking refuge up in the Wo : 


ES which they are. able ta. run up almoſt as nimbly 


as 
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2 ſtones, on any one chat is imprudent enough to follow 


them. The approach of night gives them time to with- 
draw themſelves entirely from thoſe parts, by ways and 
Places with which none but themſelves are acquainted. 
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as bab bens or monkies From chende thy coll a wh large 


Theſe banditti collect together again in bodies to the amount 
of ſome hundreds, from their hiding-places and the clefts 


in the mountains, in order to commit freſh depredations. 
One of the coloniſts, who had been obliged to fly from 
theſe mountains, was at this time paſſing to Agter Bruntjes- 
hoog ze with his family, ſervants, and cattle, in order to 


look out for a new habitation. He informed us, that the 
Bo/ſhies-men grew bolder every day, and ſeemed to increaſe 
in numbers, ſince people had with greater earneſtneſs ſet 


about extirpating them. It was this, doubtleſs, which has 


occaſioned them to collect together into large bodies, in 
order to withſtand the encroachments of the coloniſts, Who 
had already taken from them their beſt dwelling and hunt- 


ing-places. An inſtance was related of the Boſhies-men 


Having beſieged a peaſant with his wife and children in 
their cottage, till at length he drove them off by repeatedly 
firing among them. They had lately carried off from a 
farmer the greater part of his cattle. Not long before this, 
however, they had ſuffered a conſiderable defeat in the 
following manner. Several farmers, who perceived that 
they were not able to get at the Boſhies- men by the uſual 
methods, ſhot a ſea- co], and took only the prime part of 
it for themſelves, leaving the reſt by way of bait; they 
themſelves, in the mean while, lying in ambuſh. The 
Boſhies-men with their wives and children now came down 
| from 
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from their hiding-places, with an intention to feaſt ſump- Fs 


a>," < 
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tuouſly on the ſea-cow that had been ſhot; but the farmers, — 


who came back again very unexpectedly, turned the feaſt 
into a ſcene of blood and ſlaughter.— Pregnant women, 
and children in their tendereſt years, were not at this time, 
neither indeed are they ever, exempt from the effects of the 
hatred and ſpirit of vengeance conſtantly harboured by the 
coloniſts againſt the Boſhies-man nation; excepting ſuch, 
indeed, as are marked out to be carried away into bondage. 
Does a coloniſt at any time get ſight of a Boſhies-man, he 
takes fire immediately, and ſpirits up his horſe and dogs, 
in order to hunt him with more ardour and fury than he 
would a wolf or any other wild beaſt. On an open plain, 
a few coloniſts on horſeback are always fure to get the 
| better of the greateſt number of Boſhies-men that can be 
brought together, as the former always keep at the diſtance 
of about a hundred or a hundred and fifty paces, (juſt as 
they find it convenient) and charging their heavy fire-arms 
with a very large kind of ſhot, jump off their horſes, and 
reſt their pieces in their uſual manner on their ram-rods, 
in order that they may ſhoot with the greater certainty; 
ſo that the balls diſcharged by them will ſometimes, as I 
have been aſſured, go through the bodies of fix, ſeven, or 
eight of the enemy at a time, eſpecially as theſe latter 
vows no better than to keep cloſe together in a body. It 
is true, that, on the other hand, the Boſhies-men can 
ſhoot their arrows to the diſtance of two hundred paces, 
but with a very uncertain aim, as the arrow muſt neceſ- 
ſarily firſt make a curve in the air; and ſhould it even at 
that diſtance chance to hit my of the hn it is not 

3 


4 iy . | 5 5 Le —_ | 2 5 4 . | , = #1, 
a A V OY AGE 


1775: able to go eben his os or his s ordinary. linen-or coarſe 


Decem bes: 


ww 8 coat. 


ö In the diſtrict of ns the und. dos has appointed 
one of the farmers, with the title of veld- corporal, to com- 
mand in theſe wars, and as occaſion may require, to order 
out the country people alternately in ſeparate parties, for the 
purpoſe of defending the country againſt its original inhabi- 

+ tants. Government, indeed, has no other part in the cruel- 
ties exerciſed by its ſubjects, than that of taking no cogni- 
zance of them; but in this point it has been certainly too 
remiſs, in leaving a whole nation to the mercy of every in- 
dividual peaſant, or in fact, of every one that chuſes to in- 
vade their land; as of ſuch people one might naturally ex- 

pect, that intereſted views, and an unbridled ſpirit of re- 

venge, ſhould prevail over the dictates of prudence and 

humanity. I am far from accuſing all the coloniſts of hav- 
ing a hand in theſe and other cruelties, which are too fre- 
quently committed in this quarter of the globe. While 
ſome of them plumed themſelves upon them, there were 
many who, on the contrary, held them in abomination, 
and feared leſt the vengeance of heaven ſhould, for all 
theſe crimes, fall upon their land and their poſterity. 
It is true, that no endeavours have as yet been made to 
poliſh the Bo/hies-1man nation, and make them better men, 
and more uſeful to the coloniſts ; but if we may form any 
judgment from the diſpoſition of thoſe who have either been 
hired into the coloniſts ſervice, or having been made ſlaves 
of, have not run away, this ſeems not impoſſible to be 
effected. Vet after all, the ſentiments that are commonly 
entertained to their diſadvantage, as well as the cruelties 


which 
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many impediments in the way of an attempt of this nature. 1 


If what I have been aſſured by many be true, the Hottentots, 
who originally reſided at Agter Bruntjes-boogte, lived Pèeace- 

ably with the Chriſtians who firſt migrated thither. They 
uſed likewiſe to perform the kindeſt offices for the latter, 


and would frequently go unaſked in ſearch of a ſtray lamb, 
or the like, belonging to the Chriſtians, and take it home 


to them; but at length they withdrew themſelves, and 
now ſive concealed in holes and corners up and down 
this part of the country like other Boſhies- men. Yet, be- 


ing fewer in number, they are not altogether ſo bold and 


daring. Their complexions being rather of a yellow caſt, 


they are conſidered as of a different nation, and have con- 


ſequently been called Chine/e- or Sneſe-Hottentots. The 
chief reſort of theſe fugitives is on each ſide of the two 
 Viſch-riviers; and many of them that I ſaw had been good 
ſerviceable ſlaves. While we, like them, were ſtrolling up 
and down between the two Viſch rivers, we came occaſion- 
ally to the very ſpots, where the veſtiges of their extin- 


guiſhed fires were plainly to be ſeen, with other marks 


of their having been encamped there: and it would not, 


in my opinion, have been difficult for them to have 
harraſſed us and done us much miſchief; but whether it 


was their ſtupidity, the nildneſs of their diſpoſitions, or 


their fears that withheld them I know not, but they cer- 
tainly did not do it. If, indeed, the mildneſs of their diſ- 
poſitions alone influenced them in this matter, their con- 
duct is by no means juſtifiable ; for viewing it in this light, 
one may juſtly ſay, that they commit a crime againſt them- 
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ſelves, 3 in leaving the coloniſts at peace, to purſue them and 


Another and more conſiderable part of this yellow-ſkinned 
nation, is diſperſed over a tract of country eleven days jour- 
ney in breadth, and ſituated more to the north than to the 
north-eaſt of the Yi/ch-rivzers, near a river called Zomo, where- 


ſome of them are ſaid to be occupied in the grazing and 
Tearing of cattle. It is true, ſeveral ſmall parties of Chriſ- 
tians have at different times travelled through this country, 


and ſhot elephants there unmoleſted ; but yet they have 
thought it neceſſary for their greater ſecurity, to ſhut them- 
ſelves up at night in their waggons, as in a caſtle. 

The more conſiderable rivers which run through the 
country of the Sneſe-Hottentots, are ſaid to be only the fol. 
lowing. - 2Kamſ/i-Phay, *Nu-?hay, Little Zomo, and Ereat 


Zomo, at which latter commences a country belonging to a 


different nation. Theſe rivers are reported to flow from 


north to ſouth and ſouth-eaſt, down towards the ſea, whi-- 
ther they probably run all together through the country call-- 
ed Cafer-land, From ?Kau-7kay, or the great fiſh river, to- 


Kami tg, or the white river, they reckon ſeven days 
journey; every day's journey being reckoned at above forty- 
five miles, or eight hours briſk driving of oxen without ſtop- 
ping. From thence to ”Nz-2khay, or the black river, it is 
reckoned one day s journey. From hence to Little Zomo, 
or. the little 7/atery-eyed river, it is two days journey; and 


from this to Great Zomo, or the great Matery-eye, it is half 


a day. In this river, which is one of the largeſt, 
there is faid to be a great number of green ſtones, ſome of 
which the perſon who gave me this. information, carried. 


with... 
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with him to the Cape, and fold them to a dealer there, 1776. 
1 r 5 January. 
who ſold them again, and made preſents of them to travelÆ◻——. 
lers. They were, in all probability, of very little value. 

On the other fide of Zomo dwells another nation, who, . 
by the Sneſe-Hottentots, are called Tambukis, and are ſaid 
by. them to reſemble themſelves, vig. the Sneſe-Hottentots, 
in complexion and dreſs, but to be a powerful and warlike 
people. Adjoining to this nation, towards the north, there is, 
according to them, a {till more warlike and intrepid people, 
whom they call Mambuxis. Such coloniſts as have viſited 
Zomo- river, have obſerved, about two days journey to the 
northward of it, a mountain that threw out a great quantity 
of ſmoke. The Sneſe-Hottentots informed me, that the . 
Tambukis had furnaces there for the purpoſe of ſmelting a 


r FD. 2 5 n 
„ oor lr ee REL EIT 
2 2 ws 2 e 
2 r x" e 
< 


er tes 
. 
F I r 


n 
IF; 


Yah 08 
OTE 
9 
5 
te 
— 


mo 
Ni 


E63 
went If 
N r 
A 7 
= 
1 


** = * 1 * 1 P 1 
8 — _—— ———— 
7 Er 
1 e e eee „„ b 


. 7 8 8 
x 
a SP" 


3 3 3 a. 7 - _ * * 2 2 
— a — I. - b Very W p 
> ens age 3 * . wb OI, oe W ; *. — 
: n — . E17 * . rer wi 7 - 
. 1 5 Pn wh 2 = 797 7 1 - 46. Lb. « e . 1 
2 wa — > > 2 6 . n 1 98938 * E <= Bn, WS 
ery 5 5 r. Path e K 5 = _—_ \ 
- rn bp. ta N r r 
we. nn 
as, \ 
4 1 2 
5 * 
* N 7 1 


| ſpecies of metal, which they forge and make into orna- 
ments of various kinds, hiring the Sneſe-Hottentots to 
carry in the wood which they uſe in their ſmeltings. I 
have frequently ſeen the Sneſe-Hottentots at Brunzjes-FHoogte 
with ear-rings of this metal, and of the form exhibited in 
Plate II. Vol. I. fig. 8 and 9. In external appearance they 
reſemble piſtole gold; but from the aſſay made on one of 
theſe rings by M. von ENGSTROEM, Intendant of the mines, 
they appear to be Og more than a mixture of copper 
and filver. e | 
That ſingular animal; the unicorn, which is uſually re- 
preſented like a horſe with a horn in its forehead, has been 
found delineated by the Sneſe-Hottentots on the plain ſur- 
face of a rock ſomewhere in that country, though in as 
an uncouth and artleſs a ſtyle, as might naturally be ex- 
pected from ſo rude and unpoliſhed a pte Jacos Kok, 
that great traveller and attentive obſerver of nature, whom 
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1 have had occaſion to mention before ut page 3 5 I, Vol. 1 


= is my only informer on this ſubject. The Scotch 
"tots told him, that by this ſketch they meant to repreſent 


to the horſes on which he and his company rode, but which 


an animal, which, in point of reſemblance, came neareſt 


at the ſame time had a horn in its forehead. To the above 


at cloſe quarters, nor appear before them on the open 


rock, and there make a clattering noiſe; by which means 


N 


account they added, that theſe creatures were rare, ex- 
tremely ſwift of foot, furious and dangerous ; ſo that, When 


they went out after them they did not dare to attack them 
plains, but were obliged to clamber up ſome high cliff or 


they knew that the beaſt, being of a curious difpoſition, 


would be enticed towards the ſpot, when they -might, 


without danger, deſtroy it by means of their poiſoned arrows. 
It ſhould ſeem, that a rude and barbarous people like the 
Sneſe-Hottentots, could not eaſily feign, and, by the 
mere force of imagination, repreſent to themſelves fuch 
beings, and at the ſame time fo circumſtantially relate the 
manner in which they hunted them. Still leſs credible is it, 


that theſe ſavages ſhould have been able to preſerve any 


remembrance of the occurrences and relations of former 


times with reſpect to this animal. Neither is it any wonder, 


that a ſketch of the unicorn ſhould be ſeen here at one 


place only. For in general little or nothing is ſeen in 
paſting through this country, which is only reſorted to for 
the purpoſe of hunting elephants. Now I have happened 


to touch upon the ſubject of the elephant, it is worth while 


to remark, that even this, the largeſt of all animals on the 


face of the globe, nien! is ſo common and ſo much ſought 


after 


ot 
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after in Africa, and fo frequently tamed, and at the fame 


time ſo much uſed, and conſequently ſo well known in 


I mean the manner of i its copulation, as I have related above 
at page 326, Vol. I. It is therefore not ſo much to be 
wondered at, that of an animal leſs in bulk, and much leſs 
common we ſhould know nothing. And though I ſhould 


object to the teſtimony given me by my informer, as well 
as to that of the Sneſe-Hottentots, on the ſubject of the 
unicorn, yet the exiſtence of it ſhould not on that account 


be looked upon as a fable, notwithſtanding that it is not 
known to theſe more modern times. 
It is but a few years fince the mention of the nnn 


the talleſt when meaſured at the fore part, of all quadrupeds, 


has been revived by naturaliſts; this too has been the caſe 
with the gau. A repreſentation of this remarkable animal, 
the camelopardalis, feems likewiſe to have been given us by 
the antients; but who, till theſe our times, ever conſidered 


it in any other light t than that of a fiction, a monſter, or, at 
leaſt, a monſtrous medley, exiſtin g only in the imagination? 
When we conſider, moreover, that the Hippopotamus, Which 
in all probability 1 is a larger animal, though ſomewhat lower 


than the elephant, has been hitherto very little known ; as 
likewiſe that, till the preſent moment, we have been almoſt 


utter ſtrangers even to the hinoceros bicornts, may we not ex- 


pect that there will be a time, when the unicorn and all other 


| beaſts and inſects, animated by the Creator of all things, but 


unknown to us at preſent, will be brought out of their holes 


and e e into the light 2 The following extract. of 


a let- 


Aſia, has been hitherto, as it were, unknown, and the 
ſubject of much diſpute with reſpect to an efſential point, 
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excitare potuiſſet ad fingenda, quæ ibi retulit, queque non 
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1778, which, on account of the good ſenſe and inſtruction 
with which it is replete, I ſhall take the liberty of inſert- 
ing in this place, will ſerve to confirm us in the idea, that 
the unicorn is a real, and not an imaginary animal. 
9 Quod monocerotem in interioribus Africæ partibus eti- 
amnum latere ſuſpicionem moves, id quidem mihi haud in- 
expectatum; certoque jamdudum perſuaſuſus ſum, non 
ex nihilo apud veteres illam fuiſſe famam; ſed vel caſu 
unicornes antilopas, de quibus in XII. Faſciculo Spicilegi- 
orum dixi, anſam dediſſe, vel peculiarem forte ſpeciem 
unicornem, nobis hucuſque ignotam, antiquitus innotuiſſe, 
quando interiora Africæ itineratoribus Europæis erant fre- 
quentiora. Si non incidiſti forſan in locum relationis Lu- 
dovici Barthema, ubi Monocerotes duos Meccæ ad templum, 
in theriotrophzo viſos, deſcribit; vide illam, quæſo, in 
Vol. I. collection. Ramuſii, p. 151. b. Neſcio quid hominem 


ita malè cohærent. | | 5 

I have not as yet been able to procure a ſight of the 
Collectiones Ramuſii referred to by M. PALLAas*.—With re- 
e ſpect 


- *. The paſſage in VAR THEMA here referred to is as follows: 
Da un altra banda del dicto tempio & una murata, nella quale ſta dentro dui unicorni 
vivi & li ſe monſtrano per coſa grandiſſima come è certo. Li quali diro come ſono facti. 
El maggior facto como un polledro di trenta meſi & ha uno corno nella fronte, el quale 
corno fe circa tre braccia di longheza. L'altro unicorno fie come ſerio un polledro de uno 
anno, & ha un corno longo circa quatro palmi. El colore del dicto animale fie come un 
cavallo ſaginato ſcuro: & ha la teſta come un cervo & ha el collo non molto longo con 
elſchuna crina rara & curta che pendeno ad una banda: & ha la gamba ſottile & aſciuta 
come un capriolo: el pede ſuo & un poco feſſo davanti & longia è caprina: & ha certi peli 
dalla banda di dietro veramenti queſta moſtra de effere un ferociſſima & deſerto animale. 
Et queſti dui animali furono preſentati allo Soldano della Mecha, per la piu bella coſa 
ch' hoggi ſe trovi al mondo & per piu ricco theſoro liquali furono mandati da uno Re de 
| | | Ethiopia: 


fpect to other particulars, I have been informed by the co- 
Joniſts at Agter Brunijes Hoogte, that the tract of country 
lying between them and Zomo, or the Tambukzs, conſiſted 
in 2 great meaſure of very extenſive and barren plains ; 


that the farther they went to the northward, the leſs they 


knew of the vegetables they met with; that there grew in 


theſe parts a kind of blood-tree, &c. that if one travelled 
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from the upper part of Yi/ch-rivier more to the ſouth-eaſt; _ 


or the Cafre fide of the country, one would come to a river 
called Konap, which was ſuppoſed to run into Viſch-rivier; 


but two days journey farther on, goin g from Kongp-river: 
towards the north-eaſt, there was a river, called Kai/-kamma, 


which derived its ſource from a mountain known to the 


Ethiopia : zoe da un Re Moro, el quale li fece queſto preſente per fare parentato con 


el dicto Soldano de la Mecha.” | 1 
« On the other fide of the temple there is a court- yard encompaſſed with high 


walls, where we ſaw two unicorns, which were ſhewn as great rarities,.and indeed are : 


fit ſubjects for admiration. The ſorm of them is as follows. The larger one reſem- 
bles a foal of two years and a half old, and has a horn in its forehead about three cubits 
in length. The other unicorn.was leſs, being nearly as big as a foal of a year old, 
and had a horn about four palms long. The c-lour of this animal is that of a dark 
dun horſe ; its head is like that of a ſtag, its neck of a moderate length, furniſhed with 
ſome thinly ſcattered ſhort hairs that hang down on one fide: its legs are long and ſlen- 
er like thoſe of a roe ; the feet are ſome what cloven in the fore part, and the hoofs are 
like thoſe of a goat. It has on the back part of its legs a great quantity of hair, a cir- 
cumſtance which gives this animal a fierce appearance; though, in fact, the beaſt is 
tame and gentle in its nature. Both the animals were preſented to: the Sultan of Mecca: 
as very great rarities, and which are to be found in very few parts of the globe, by an 
Ethiopian King, who ſought för the Sultan's friendſhip, | | | 
The preceding paſlage is extracted from the original, in the library of the Preſident - 
of the Royal Society. The book itſelf; tRe title of which is as follows, Itinerario de 


Ludovico de Varthema, Bologneſe, ne lo Egypto, ne lo Suria, ne la Arabia, &c. (Venezia, 


1517, 8vo.) is extremely ſcarce, and does not appear. to have been ſeen either by. 
M. PALLAS, Dr. SPARRMAN, or his German commentator Mr. FoksTER. 
The tranſlation of this paſſage is made from RaMus1o,. who. has-modernized this au- 
thor, or rather re-tranſlated him from a Latin verſion, which is itſelf a tranſlation only 
from the Spaniſh ; ſo that the Italian original muſt have been loſt for ſome time. : 
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hs. . coloniſts by the name of the Bambus-berg, or n 
Th 4 ded mountain, from the circumſtance of a fort of reeds or 
bamboos growing upon it, which were very much prized 
by them for the purpoſe of * — r * r 
whips. 8 277 
 Groote-rivier, or Great river, is aid to be the largeſt ri- 
ver in Africa, and to be no otherwiſe known than from 
the account of the Hottentots. It is reported to contain a 
great number of ſea-cows or river-horſes, which were very 
bold and daring ; ſo that it cannot, without danger, be na- 
vigated for the purpoſe of farther exploring the country. 
It is ſuppoſed to lie directly to the northward, at the diſ- 
tance of eight or ten days journey from the Syeeuw-bergen. 
It was ſaid to riſe in the eaſt, and run ſtrait on towards the 
north. It is probable that this river ſoon after turns off to 
the weſt and the ſouth, and is the ſame Groote-riuier which 
I have inſerted in my map, on the authority of M. HENRY 
Hop's Journal of an Expedition made to the Diſtrict of Ana- 
maquas, publiſhed in a compilation called Nos welle Deſcrip- 
tion du Cap de bonne Eſperance, which I quoted above. This 
river, however, muſt not be confounded with another of 
the ſame name, which empties itſelf at the eaſtern ſhore 
of Africa and the Caffre coaſt. | 
The country of the Caffres lies to the eaſt of Great 
Viſch-rivier, next the coaſt. Its inhabitants, the Caffres, 
have no notion of the breeding of ſheep, employing them- 
ſelves only in rearing horned cattle, and, like the Gonaguns 
Hottentots, wearing cow-hides, which are well rubbed and 
dreſſed with greaſe, till they become ſoft and pliable. Their 
Houſes, or huts, are ſaid to be ſmall and ſquare, compoſed 
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of rods, and covered with clay and cow-dung, which gives 23 
them the appearance of ſmall ſtone houſes. OILY 
The weapons of the Caffres are merely ſhields ke of on 
ſhoedalerlentier, and haſſagais, or that kind of javelin 
conſiſting of a ſlender and light wooden ſhaft, headed wit 
a broad and rather heavy iron plate, which I have delineated ; 
in Plate II. Vol. I. fig. 1 and 2, and have mentioned at 
page 9 of this volume, as being made ule of by the Gona- 
quas Hottentots. ; 

The nation is governed by many different lake who 
probably have all the property of their ſubjects veſted in 
themſelves, and at. the ſame time have an abſolute autho- 

rity over them. As far as I could underſtand, their ſtate 
aud power are hereditary. It is ſaid that they are fre- 
= quently at war with each other, and that they always kill 
the priſoners they have taken. But if a chief ſhould chance 
to fall into the enemy's hands, he is not put to death, but 
is ſent back again with admonitions to behaye himſelf 
more peaceably for the future. The occaſion of their 
wars is generally the ſame as in other parts of the globe, 
viz. either a want of the common ſentiments of humanity 
in one of the contending powers, or their arrogant and 
rapacious diſpoſition, or elſe ſome bone of contention which 
they cannot on either fide perſuade themſelves to give up, 
without ſhedding their own blood and that of their fellow- 
creatures. It is even ſaid, that a ſtolen or ſtray calf, or 
one grazing upon the territories of a neighbourin g country, 
or other matters equally trifling, will ſometimes be ſuffi- 
cient to ſet two or. more nations together by the ears. 
Neither of the parties, however, carries its revenge ſo. 
-VoL. II. rs 'X 5 
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far as to extirpate the other, but is ſatisfied when Its 
ng rai yields the day and ſues for peace. LEE 
The Dutch coloniſts have, by means of the following 


occurrence, of which I do not remember exactly the year, 


inſpired the Caffre nation with no ſmall degree of terror. 


A man of the name of HEUPPENAER, made an expedition, | 


at the head of a ſmall party of farmers, into - the Caffre 
country, in order to ſhoot elephants. The Caffres, who 


took a fancy to the iron-work of their waggons, and {ome 
other articles they had with them, came in a body, conſiſt- 


ing of ſeveral hundred men, and threw on a ſudden ſuch 
a number of darts among the coloniſts, that the major part 
of them were killed; a dart likewiſe pierced through the 


tilt of a waggon and killed HEUPPENAER, who was ſitting : 


in it. The blame of this was in a great meaſure thrown 
upon HEUPPENAER, Who was too high-ſpirited to ſhew any 
fear, and, agreeably to the advice of his companions, take 


to his weapons in time. One of them, who was ſaid {till 


to be hving 1 in the colony, had eſcaped, though half drown- 


ed, by hiding himſelf for the ſpace of twenty-four hours 


under a large water-fall, Two others found an opportu- 
nity of riding away, and-afterwards harraſſing the Caffres a 
long time on the plain, by firing among them, whenever 
they came near a party of theſe ſavages, at the ſame time 
jumping off their horfes in order to take a better aim, by 


Which means they killed ſeveral at one ſhot. This fracas, 


and the manner in which it was revenged, have taught the 


Caffres ever ſince, to lay a greater reſtraint on their deſires 
for the iron-work of the coloniſts 170 og 


In 
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In Lange · of 1 met with a farmer Who Was Juſt re⸗ 
turned alone from this country, and had b brought with him 


ſeveral elephants teeth. In return for ſome tobacco with 


which he had preſented a Caffre prince, this latter had 
ordered his ſubjects to ſhew Him the Pers. 9 where THO ele 


1 were to be found. 


In my map I have called a tract of country ſituated to- 
wards the mouth of Groote Y7 7/cb-rivier, by the name of 


King Ruyter's Craal, in commemoration of a Hottentot 


king, or, as he was ſtyled by the coloniſts, a Hottentot cap- 
tain, called Rur TER. I have met with ſeveral Chriſtians 
who had paid a viſit to this remarkable man, and related 
to me his life and adventures, which in brief are as fol- 


lows. While he was in ſervice at a famer's at Rog ge- veld, ))%%%%%CͤC 030 77 
he happened to have a quarrel with another Hottentot his 
companion, and murdered him; and as he was apprehen- 


ſive of being hanged, agreeably to the laws of the colony, 


for this action, he ran away. After a variety of adven- 


tures, he arrived at length in that part of the country which 
lies near Boſpbies man 5-rivier, where by his intrepidity, he 
raiſed himſelf to be the chief of a party of Boſhies-men, or 
Hottentot rangers. At the head of theſe he ſubjugated 
ſeveral other tribes, and afterwards had the art to make 


them take arms againſt the Caffres, by exciting in them a 


miſtruſt of each other; and at the fame time infpiring 


them with a high opinion of himſelf, as being of ſo gitat 


importance to them in the capacity of their chlef or leader, 
that they could not poſſibly do without him; eſpecially as 
he e them better with plunder, and taught them a 


X 2 better | 
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CY better method of rearing their cattle, than ever in either 


caſe they had been accuſtomed to. 
While by ſuch conduct he rendered W highly * 
midable to the Caffres, he took care, by inflicting the 
puniſhment of death on his ſubjects for the moſt trifling 
fault, or even on the leaſt ſuſpicion of a fault, to exact (and 
for a long time received) the moſt ſervile ſubmiſſion and im- 
plicit obedience from the ſimple uncultivated mortals he had 
collected together in order to tyrannize over. He uſed fre- 
quently with his own hand to put to death one or more of 
theſe ſlavith vaſſals, and would immediately throw his jave- 
lin through the body of any of his attendants, that heſi- 
tated at his nod to diſpatch the man whom he had marked 
out as the victim of his revengeful and cruel diſpoſition. 
Excluſively of the dictates of a falſe and ill- judged po- 
 licy, perhaps the natural turn of the tyrant's mind induced 
him to be guilty of theſe cruelties ; but when the Chriſtians 
reproached him with the barbarity and blood-thirſtineſs- of 
his diſpoſition, he replied, It was in a lucky hour that 
J eonveyed myſelf out of the reach of your authority, You 
would have hanged me for having killed my antagoniſt, as 
if I had committed a crime, when at the ſame time, to kill 
an enemy is reckoned a laudable and manly action.“ To 
the coloniſts he always behaved as a true and faithful. ally; 
and in return for the tobacco and other articles they pre- 

- ſented him with, uſed to affiſt them in making ſlaves of 
ſuch ſtraggling Boſhies-men as did not live under his juriſ- 
diction. By keeping the Caffres at a proper diſtance, he 
not only ſerved his own turn: but was likewiſe extremely 
uſeful 
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uſeful to the coloniſts. But however cautious he was to inain- 
tain peace with his more powerful neighbours the Chriſtians, 
yet it is ſaid, that when he was in the meridian of life, and 
at the zenith of his power, he received them with an un- 


common degree of pride and arrogance; which, as my 


informer expreſſed himſelf, they could not eaſily digeſt from 
a vagabond /heep-ſkin prince. He ſucceeded, however, in 
keeping up his importance with them as well as with his 
own people. At preſent, old and infirm, and barely di- 
rector of a more inconſiderable and freer ſociety, conſiſting 
of about two hundred people, he is wont to receive his old 
Chriſtian acquaintance in the moſt friendly manner, and 


with tears in his eyes, and at the ſame time to aſk them 
for tobacco, no longer by way of tribute, but as a preſent, 
Which he is willing to receive from their bounty. 
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The deſpotic and tyrannical conduct by which this chief 


made himſelf ſo famous, and for ſome time ſo powerful 


and ſo much feared, is probably the occaſion of his being 


reduced tothe low ſtate in which: he is at preſent ; and it is 
imagined;. wilt. bring him to a ſtill more. abject and lower 


condition. This great man may, perhaps, at laſt come to 


the miſerable ſituation of the lion in the fable, Another 


cauſe of- his preſent. degradation is as follows. His ſub- 


jects, weary: of the ambition and ſevere diſcipline of their 
chief, took the opportunity of deſerting him, at the inſtant 


when he was gallantly marching at the head of them againſt 
the Caffres: Being no longer ſo ſwift of foot as he was in 
his youth, he was not able to make his eſcape, and was: 
conſequently taken priſoner; but being recognized as a 
chief, his life, according to the cuſtom. [ have before.men= 


tioned, : 
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. and he was ſent back to his people; yet not without me- 

_ +  -naces of having his eyes put out, if ever he ſhould riſe 
againſt them in arms in future. This misfortune, and the 
ſalutary leſſon given him by his enemies, were not efficacious 

enough, however, as ſoon as he had again collected together 
a number of his people, to divert his hoſtile intentions againſt 
the Caffres. It was ſaid, that he had lately endeavoured to 
ſpirit up another petty Boſhies-man chief againſt them, and : 
had received from him promiſes of aſſiſtance, as ſoon as he 
could get iron to head his arrows with, and make the other 
neceflary preparations. They were apprehenſive, and not 
without reaſon, t that the old tyrant in this intended expe- 
dition of his would meet with that death, which, tired of IF 
himſelf and his adverſe fortune, he ſeemed to be in ſearch N 
of. He had, according to a cuſtom prevalent among the 
Hottentots, appointed the youngeſt of his three ſons to be 
heir to his poſſeſſions and throne. Neither of the three, 
however, Was ſuppoſed to inherit the father's talents and 
abilities in a ſufficient degree, to be able to e LING 
on the throne. 
The reſpective methods of fiohting of ths Caffres WY k 
 Hottentots are very different. The Caffres, as we have 
mentioned above, make uſe of darts, which they cannot 
employ with any effect at a greater diſtance than twenty 
or thirty paces. Of theſe darts they do not carry with 
them into the field more than three or four; ſo that they 
are ſoon diſarmed, in caſe their antagoniſts are bold and 
nimble enough to pick up theſe weapons as ſoon as - the 
Callies have thrown them out of their hands. The Caffres, 
Bs *** moxeover, | 
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moreover, uſe a ſhield made of ſhoe-ſole leather, and large 
enough to cover the whole of their bodies completely, on 
their ſhrinking themſelves up into a rather ſmaller compaſs. 


I have {een a baſtard Caffre go through his exerciſe with theſe. 
weapons; from whence 1 conclude, that when they are in 
actual engagement, they ſhift their bodies continually from 
one ſide to the other, ſo that they cannot eaſily be hit, 
taking care all this time to keep their ba/agars or darts in 
readineſs, to throw at the unguarded part of their antago- 
niſts. The Boſhies-men, on the other hand, who are With- 
out any ſhields, are more than a match for the Caffres, as 
long as they can keep them at a good diſtance from them 


159 
1776. 
January. 


— 


by means of their bows and poiſoned arr OWS, which, though _ !!!! Wo + ig 


they do not immediately make 0 painful a wound, as the 
 baſſagais of the Caffres, are yet more dangerous in the 


8 


It was in conſequence of this circumſtance, that Ruy- - 
TER'S Boſhies- men beat the Caffres for ſo long a time. It 
has therefore been a matter of wonder, that the Caffres have 
not learned the uſe of the bow and arrow, in like manner as 
their enemies the Boſhies-men. This manner of fighting 
does not ſeem to require great courage, nor indeed does it 


appear calculated to give either nation a diſpoſition to it. 


If I may be allowed to judge from two inſtances, the 
ſlaves of the Chriſtians are of a much more warlike turn. 
Theſe, conſequently, when they elope from their maſters” 
ſervice, are ſure to be well-received and protected by the 
Caffres. At leaſt, a Caffre prince, notwithſtanding that he 
had a handſome conſideration offered him, had juſt before 
our r arrival f in theſe parts, refuſed to deliver up two ſlaves 
belonging 


A reaſon for his refuſal, that they were his beſt warriors. 
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A. voYAGE To THz 5 
banging to the Chriſtians; ; alledging, by way ts giving A 


Before I proceed, agreeably to the order of my journal, to 
Hack of Agter Bruntjes-hoogte, where I lived for ſome time, 
I muſt juſt mention the following particulars relative to a 
province immediately bordering upon it. 
| Camdebo is an arid, flat, Carrow-like tract of country, | in- 
| habited by Chriſtians, who are chiefly employed in rearing 
cattle. This diſtrict is ſaid to extend as far as the ſouth 
ſide of the Sneeu mountains. From the information and 
accounts that were given me, I have laid down in my map 
two different roads, by which people may go to the Cape 
through Camdebo, both from Agter Bruntjes-hoogte and from 
the Sneeuwbergen. The north road is ſaid to go to An- 
_ thon-veld, Kau-veld, and Bokhe-veld. The ſouthern way 
goes downwards to Olipbantarivier, and ſo along that to 3 
ma high road, by which I went myſelf, and which I have 
laid down in my map. You may likewiſe turn out of this 
ſouthern road before, and go by Platte-Rloo, Hex-rivier, 
and ſo on to the Cape. The inhabitants of Camdebo and 
Sneeuwberg have likewiſe, it is ſaid, found out a by-road, 
though rough and intricate, down by the ſide of Zondags- 
rivier to Zwarthops-rivier, in order to provide themſelves 
with ſalt at the ſalt- pits deſcribed above. 
Theſe two roads through Camdebo, &c. are, it is true, 
the neareſt from Brunzjes-hoogte to the Cape; and in fact, 
the only road that people take. But the tracts of country 
through which they are carried, are ſaid to be but little in- 
habited, very arid, and deficlent with reſpect to paſturage, 
and ſtill more ſo in the article of water; eſpecially that 
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year, which was. ſuppoſed to be the drieſt i in the memory of 776. 


January. 
man, ſo that ſome particular waterin g- places were entirely. 
dried up. I was told of a traveller, the greater part of 
whoſe oxen had, on occaſion of this circumſtance, fainted 
and died upon the road. Conſequently, our beaſts, which 
were too few in number to be able to releaſe each other 
much, by this time wearied out, and not uſed to put up 
with the dry buſhes of the Carrow country, were the 
more likely to periſh, had we not, from theſe conſidera- 
tions, ſuffered ourſelves to be entirely diſſuaded from 
travelling by theſe roads. I was likewiſe obliged to give 
up all thoughts of viſiting Sneceumobeng and Camdebo, on 
account of the diſorder among the horſes, Which was ſaid 
at this time to be very rife, and had already reached almoſt 
as far as to Agter Bruntjes-boogte. . In this place, moreover, 
there were many birds, inſets, and animals which I had 
not ſeen in other parts, and which gave me ſufficient 
employment. Beſides, my preſent hoſt, who wiſhed to 
keep me with him for the ſake of two people who were 
ſick in his houſe, was extremely civil to me, and aſſiſted 
me greatly in my reſearches; and, together with one of 
his ſons and his ſon-in-law, accompanied me afterwards on 
2 hunting- party down Fi/ch-rivier, which laſted for a fort- 
night, and of which I ſhall give an account hereafter. 5 
Having ſo many ſubjects to employ myſelf upon, I was 
almoſt tempted to remain here during the winter, in order 
to make a trip the following ſpring to the Tambuki mines, 
and at the ſame to go in queſt of the unicorn. In fact, 
both Mr. IMMELMAN and myſelf endeavoured to perſuade 
ſeveral farmers to equip themſelves for this undertaking. 
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| This cheme they Rad no great objection to, but could not 
give me a poſitive anſwer on the ſabje& ; and indeed, af- 
ter a more mature conſideration of the matter I found, that 
I had neither money nor gunpowder ſufficient for the pur- 
poſe, not to mention many other good reaſons which pre- 
vented me from putting it into execution. I was therefore 
obliged, though ſore againſt my will, to give up all thoughts 
of this excurſion ; though afterwards I was not very ſorry 
at having met with the difappointmenit, being pretty well 
convinced, that another year's fatigue would not have con- 
tributed much more to my future happineſs. 
In the mean time, after an abſence of five years ſpent 
in travels and voyages to various parts of the globe, I ima- 
gine it will ſcarcely be neceſſary to make any excuſe for 
turning my thoughts likewiſe towards home. Happy if 
my humble endeavours ſhould excite other naturaliſts to 
purſue the ſame path with greater ſucceſs, and make us ac- 
quainted with the remaining curious and remarkable ob- 
jects, which are doubtleſs ſtill to be found in the ee 
parts of Africa. 5 
Conſequently, Avter Bruntjes-hoogte is the northernmoſt 
part that ] viſited of the whole colony; and, in my opinion, 
it is likewiſe the moſt pleaſant. There was ſtill remain- . 
ing on the ground, a more meadow-like verdure than is 
ufually ſeen in this country; a verdure that owed its exiſt- 
ence to the ſhade afforded to the ſoil by the thorny branches 
of the mimoſa nilotica, and was ſtill further enlivened by 
the numerous yellow bloſſoms of that plant. The great 
quantity of beautiful vernal lilies, together with a peculiar 
rep tic __ of a W hue, (deſcribed by me in the 
Swediſh 
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Swediſh Tranſact. for 17 7 6, page 307) which were now 
ſpringing up out of their beds that were covered with a 


more verdant and Juxuriant herbage than the other parts 


of this country, muſt doubtleſs, at the ſeaſon when they 
came into bloom, add {till more to the ſplendour of this 
_ delightful ſcene. © This, however, was not a little aug- 


mented by a purling ſtream, viz. Little Viſch-rivier, which 
winds through this ſpot in ſportive meanders. On its banks, 


beſides corn-fields, were ſeen ſcattered up and down plea- 
ſure- and kitchen-gardens recently laid out, and ſome of 
them cut through with drains: plantations, which thou gh 
they were as yet inconſiderable, ſeemed, however, to pro- 


miſe every thing to time and induſtry. The houſes, far 


from intimidating the traveller by their ſplendid appearance, 
with the conſtrained pomp of antichambers and drawing- 
rooms, were rather in the ſtyle of plain and fimple cottages; 
but, on the other hand, were environed with the animated 


embelliſhments of ſheep and cattle, and inhabited by people | 


in eaſy circumſtances 3 ; who, not with intereſted views, but 


with open arms received me and my companion, juſt arrived 


fem the dreary and inhoſpitable deſert, and charmed us 
With their kind and friendly behaviour. ; 

The ſuperior degree of fertility, and the more delight- 
ful verdure which 1 found here, ought, perhaps, to be aſ- 


cribed to a ridge of mountains on the eaſt fide of Little 


Viſch-rivier, which was interſected by beautiful green vales 


interſperſed with woods. Theſe mountains, by collecting the 


clouds together, cauſed them to fall in refreſhing ſhowers of 
rain on the banks of the river that ran at their feet: and 


the 5 degree of fertility occaſtoned by theſe circum- 
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1776. ſtances, j vitgd not only the antilopes and other inen of 
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the chaſe to this fide of the country, but likewiſe induced 
various kinds of beautiful birds to reſort to it, and build their 
neſts in the trees that grew on the banks of the river. 


Wbat contributes not a little to this fertility is, that the 


1 bil is freſh, that is to ſay, not yet worn out by being too 
frequently and too cloſely grazed off by the numerous 


flocks and herds of the Chriſtians, vide Vol, I. p. 251, 252. 
All the , coloniſts who follow the grazing buſineſs, and 


particularly thoſe at Agter Bruntjes-boogte, lead an eaſy. and 
Pleaſant life. One of thoſe boors uſually puts to his plough 
eight or ten of his fat, or rather pampered oxen ; and it is 


hardly to be conceived, with what: little trouble he gets into 
order a field of a moderate ſize; and in conſequence. of 


Riis feedin g ſo great a number of cattle, how eaſily he can 


render it in the higheſt degree fertile. So that, always ſure 
of a rich harveſt from a ſoil not yet worn out, and which 
always amply repays the culture beſtowed upon it, he may 
be almoſt ſaid to make the cultivation of it, for the bread 
he ſtands in need of for himſelf and his family a mere 
matter of amuſement; while many other huſbandmen muſt 
ſweat and toil themſelves almoſt to death, both for what 


they uſe themſelves, and for that which is confumed by 


others (who frequently live in eaſe and indolence) in towns 
and cities. By means of his extenſive paſtures, and by throw- 
ing a ſufficient quantity of land into tillage, he is able to keep 
a conſiderable number of horſes, which frequently are uſed 
only a few days in a year, for the purpoſe of treading out 
and threſhing his corn. With pleaſure, but without the 
leaſt trouble to hinaſels, he ſees the herds and flocks, which 
conſtitute 
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ente his riches, daily and conſiderably increaſing. 1776. 
Theſe are driven to paſture and home again by a few 
Hottentots or flaves, who likewiſe make the butter; ſo that 
it is almoſt only with the milking, that the farmer, toge- 
ther with his wife and children, concern themſelves at all. 
To do this buſineſs, however, he has no occaſion to riſe 
before ſeven or eight o'clock in the morning; and notwith- 
ſtanding his having enjoyed his bed ſo long in the morning, 
he can afford, without neglecting any thing of conſequence, 
to allow himſelf a nap in the afternoon, an indulgence 
which the heat of the climate renders more ee there 
than it is in our northern regions. 

That they might not put their arms and bodies out f 
the eaſy and commodious poſture i in which they had laid 
them on the couch when they were takin g their afternoon's 

fieſia, they have been known to receive travellers lying 
quite ſtill and motionleſs, excepting that they have very 
civilly pointed out the road, by moving their foot to the 
right or left. Profeſſor THUNBERG, who: has had greater 
opportunities than I had of exploring the warmer Carrow 
diſtricts, (vide Vol. I. page 246) where the inhabitants 

were ſtill more indolent, has given me an account much to 
the ſame purpoſe. 

The leaning of their arms on the table at meal times, 18 

a cuſtom very common with the coloniſts, and conſidered 
by them as a very laudable one, and in this particularly 1 
followed my hoſt's example; but I could not ſufficiently 
admire the inventive ſpirit of idleneſs, exhibited in the vo- 
luptuous poſture in which they univerſally indulge them 


ſelves when they ſmoke their pipes. Sitting on a bench we 
or a chair without elbows, with their backs moderately 
. vent 


166 
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5 88 with the hand on the ſame ſide they ſupport their 


farmer at Agter Bruntjes-boogte, who had plenty of tim- 
ber to ſell, had nevertheleſs only a ricketty elbow-chair i in 
| His houſe, and a few. ſcanty ſtools of the moſt ſimple con- 


maſter of the houſe or any of his three ſons, who were 
however all alert enough at the chaſe, having ever once 
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bent, they lay their left leg over their right knee, and upon - 
the left knee again thus raiſed, they reſt their left elbow, 


. 


chin, or one of their cheeks, at the ſame time holding 
their pipes in their mouths. Their right hand is then at 
liberty to graſp the ſmall of their left leg with, or elſe to 
convey now and then to their mouth a cooling draught of 
tea. Let the reader repreſent to himſelf ſeveral people ſit- 
ting together in this poſture, and he will readily conceive 
what an elegant figure they would make in a group. 1 

never ſaw any of the fair ſex, however, in a poſture. of 
this kind. Among a ſet of beings ſo entirely devoted to 
their eaſe, one might naturally expect to meet with a va- 
riety of the moſt commodious eaſy chairs and ſofas; but 


the truth is, that they find it much more commodious to _ 


avoid the trouble of inventing and making them. 
I remarked as a very ſingular circumſtance, that a wealthy 


ſtruction, made of a fin gle board, with four rough-hewn 
ill-ſhapen legs. What, however, was ſtill more ſingular 
was, that notwithſtanding that one of theſe ſtools had loſt a 
leg, yet it was frequently made uſe of to the endangering of 
the perſon's limbs who fat upon it, without either the 


thought of mending it. Nor did the inhabitants of this 
place exhibit much leſs ſimplicity and moderation, or to 
ſpeak more properly, ſlovenlineſs and penury in their dreſs 
than in their furniture; neither of which, therefore, were 


in 
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in any wiſe correſpondent to the large flocks and herds | 


_ poſſeſſed by theſe graziers, and the plentiful tables they 
could afford to- keep in conſequence of theſe poſſeſſions. 


The diſtance at which they are from the Cape, may, in- 
deed, be ſome excuſe for their having no other earthen- 
ware or china in their houſes, but what was cracked or 


broken: but this, methinks, ſhould not prevent them from 


being in poſſeſſion of more than one or two old pewter pots, 


and ſome few plates of the ſame metal; ſo that two people 
are frequently obliged to eat out of one diſh, beſides uſing it 
for every different article of food that comes upon table. 

Fach gueſt muſt bring his knife with him, and for 


in a jacket of home- made cloth, or ſomething of the kind 
made of any other coarſe cloth, breeches of undreſſed lea- 
ther, woollen ſtockings, a ſtriped waiſtcoat, a cotton hand- 
kerchief about his neck, a coarſe callico ſhirt, Hottentot 


ſtoutneſs of their draught-oxen, that theſe peaſants vie 
with each other. It 1s. ikewiſe by activity and manly ac- 


married ſtate, and the rearing of a family, that the youth 


other in point of dreſs, to have endangered either their huſ- 
band's property or their own virtue. A plain cloſe cap, and a 
_ coarſe cotton gown, virtue and good houſewifery, are looked 

EZ. 5 Ir upon 


 hHeld-ſhoes, or ele leathern ſhoes, with braſs buckles, and 
a coarſe hat. Indeed it is not in dreſs, but in the number 
and thriving condition of their cattle, and chiefly in the 


tions, and by other qualities, that render a man fit for the 


chiefly obtain the eſteem of the fair ſex; none of whom 
likewiſe were ever known, for the ſake of vying with each 


| forks, they frequently make uſe of their fingers. The e 5 0 N 
moſt wealthy farmer here is conſidered as being well dreſſed A 
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1776. upon by the fair ſex as ſufficient ornaments for their per- 
8 eee ſons; a flirting diſpoſition, coquetry and paint, would have 
| -very little effect in making conqueſts of young men, brought 
up in ſo hardy a manner, and who have had fo homely 
and artleſs an education, as the youth in this place. In 
ſhort, here, if any where in the world, one nay: lead an 
innocent, virtuous, and happy life. 4, , 
When in company with theſe plain artleſs hulbandmen, 
I uſed frequently to ſtart ſuch queſtions and ſubjects of 
_ converſation, as tended to give them a proper ſenſe of the 
happineſs. of their ſituation, and make them ſet a higher 
value upon it, than they perhaps had done before. Indeed, 
1 thought I could not more properly or more agreeably 4 
__ employ the little Dutch I had learned, than in perſuading MW 
the good people amon g whom I ſojourned, to be content 
with their lot, and conſequently to be happy. One day, 
when I was urging this point, I received the following 
pertinent, but kind reply, from a diſcreet ſenſible woman, 
who was daughter to an inferior magiſtrate at Zwellendam, 
and was married to a yeoman in this place. 

« My good friend, ſaid ſhe, you talk like a prudent ſen- 
ſible man; I am quite of your opinion, and wiſh you every 
happineſs that can attend you: why need you wander any 
longer up and down the world in queſt of happineſs ? You 

find it here, and are welcome to enjoy it among us. You 
have already a waggon, oxen, and ſaddle horſes ; theſe 
are the chief things requiſite in order to ſet up a farmer; 
there are yet uncultivated places enough in this neighbour- 
hood, proper either for paſturage or tillage, ſo that you 
may chooſe out of an extenſive tract of land the ſpot that 
| pleaſes 


# 


Ws; 
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pleaſes you beſt. Here are people enough, who will ſend _ 
you that part of their cattle to keep which they cannot Cl 


conveniently look after themſelves, on condition that you 


ſhall: have the young ones produced by them for your 
trouble. In this way, many young beginners have acquired 


a competency in a few. years. With your knowledge of 1 


diſorders and plants, you may render yourſelf ſerviceable 
to your neighbours,” and now and then get a heifer or a 
calf, In ſhort, I will venture to propheſy, that you will 


| ſoon have cows and ſheep in abundance. Yet there is ſtill 
ſomewhat wanting, which is moſt eſſential to your happi- 


neſs ;. that is, a prudent and diſcreet wife: take my ad- 
vice and look about you, and I will take upon me to 


affure you, that you will not be long without one in this 


country.? 
This 1 ſo conſonant to the voice of nature, and 
proceeding with ſuch kind intention from the fair ſex, could 


not but greatly affect me: it is remarkable, however, that 


the poor woman who gave 1 it me, was herſelf curſed with 
a bad huſband. | He 


AS a farther proof, that it is not 0 much to the diffe- 


rent degrees in which nature has diffuſed her bounties over 
the place a man lives in, as to himſelf and his fellow- 


creatures, that he ought to impute his felicity, I had the 


chagrin to ſee the peace of this happy {pot interrupted by 
the jarring of two neighbours. 
Having now for ſome time departed in my narration from 
the order of my journal, I will here reſume it. —1 ſtaid at 
Agter Bruntjes-hoogte-till the 21ſt day of January. During 
this time my oxen, Which before were very lean, had got 
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| r into goo | condition; ; 0 we, for our own Zope took care, : 
' nour to the pc bn - fot Wender us in 1 oat inidants by 
theſe worthy ruſtics, to make ourſelves amends for the 
hunger, thirſt, and other hardſhips we had ſuffered: for a 
whole month in the deſert. Among other delicacies, we 
were entertained on the 3d of January with a diſh, as de- 
licious as it was ſingular, taken from a couple of ſcore of 
calves which had been caſtrated that day. The women too 
ate of this diſh without bluſhing. | | 
I have already mentioned, that I had had on my way hither 
ſome little tendency to the gout; and at this place it increaſed 
ſo much, that on the 8th and gth of this month I could 
ſcarcely ſtand on either foot. A ſtiffneſs with which the 
ſinews and articulations of my feet were affected, and which 


was attended with an acute pain and dry heat diffuſed over 
the ſkin itſelf, occaſioned me to think of the vapour bath, as I 
being a powerfully emollient remedy. The quick relief 1 1 
had ſeen afforded by artificial warm baths to two gouty . 


Ep. patients in Africa, as well as the benefits ariſing in ſimilar 
diſorders from the uſe of the natural warm baths in this coun- . 
try, added to my not being able to bear either the pain or 
| loſs of time occafioned by this diſorder, induced me likewiſe 
| foon to make the experiment on myſelf, and thereby en- 
tirely overcome both the complaint in my foot, and the 
common prejudice, that the gout will not bear water. _ 
The apparatus was to the full as. ſimple and eaſy as the 
remedy. My feet were placed twice a day for three or four 
hours at a time, on a ſtick laid acroſs a tub of warm water, 
in. which. the ſteam. and. heat were. confined by means of 
6 cloths, 


= 
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cloths, and kept up by the addition of heated ſtones, 
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intervals I likewiſe put my foot. down into the water, os, —— 


this did not ſeem to produce ſuch ſpeedy and evident re- 


lief as the vapour did, but rather produced a ſwelling in 
the feet, with ſome degree of ſpaſm. Within a few days 
I was entirely recovered, and about the ſame time had the 


pleaſure of reſtoring, by means of this bath, a farmer's 
wife, (who had beſides a bad habit of body,) in ſome de- 


gree to the uſe of her feet; though for ſeveral weeks be- 


fore, by reaſon of the pain and ſwelling in them, ſhe had 


warm pediluviums in the gout. (Vid. his Equi fur les Ma- 


not been able to ſet them on the ground. 


Since my return to my native country, I have not been 
able to perfuade any gouty perſon in ſimilar circumſtances 1 
to make uſe of this remedy ; though I can now likewiſe + i 
appeal to the univerſally as well as juſtly er! ms: 2 


Tissor, who, in a caſe he has given to the public, en- 
deavours to oppoſe the prejudices entertained againſt luke- 


ladies des Gens du monde, p. 142. Lauſanne, 1772.) 


The farmer's wife above-mentioned, was one of the two 


patients on whoſe account, as I have already intimated, 1 


was obliged to make a longer ſtay in this place than I at 
firſt intended. The other was a boy of ten years of age, 


who had kept his bed upwards of fix months with a fiſtu- 
lous ulcer in the thigh, accompanied with a hectic fever 


and great pain, all which were ſuppoſed to have proceeded 
merely from his having jumped off a waggon three feet 


high. The part afflicted with pain, which afterwards 


began to ulcerate, had been dreſſed ever fince, purſuant to 


2 method as cm practiſed in this country as it is 


LY N judicial 
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prej judicial, with hot and-irritating cataplaſins made of aro- 


＋ matic herbs.” But after I had enlarged the wound, and had 


dreſſed it for a conſiderable time with a ſalve compoſed of 
honey mixed with a little oil and melted wax, the patients 
diet all the while conſiſting e only of wort, milk, and greens, 


with now and then a little bread, I was able to extract a 


ſplinter of a bone three inches long, and three fingers broad, 


after which the whole ſeemed diſpoſed to heal very faſt. 


Notwithſtanding that by ſimple and very eaſy 'reme- 
dies of this kind, the lives of the African ruſtics might 
be for the moſt part ſaved, and the calamities attendant | 
on life be mitigated ;' yet in this ſimple and truly paſ- 
toral way of life, ſo univerſally celebrated for its felicity, 
and in the midſt of their delightful parks and meadows, 


ſtill they are fo far unfortunate, - that, when they are at- I 


tacked by any diſorder, they are either entirely ignorant 
of the remedies beſt adapted to the cure of it, or for the 


moſt part apply them very improperly; and at the ſame 


time are at the diſtance of many hundred, and, indeed, 


one may ſay, ſome thouſands of miles from thoſe, from 
whoſe advice alone and affiſtance they have reaſon to ex- 
pect relief. And in this one reſpect at leaſt, is their much- 


vaunted paſtoral courfe of life, with all its ſimplicity and 


concomitant ignorance, leſs to be prized than our more po- 
pulous and better regulated ſocieties in towns and cities . 
where, beſides the advantages redounding to mankind 9850 
all the other ſciences, that of medicine in Particular remark- 


_ ably contributes to the happineſs enjoyed by mortals this life. 


It appeared to me very ſingular, that the coloniſts had 
very little, and, indeed, I may ſay, no knowledge at all of 
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of any they were ſubject to, which was worms. Adults, WOW 


and even elderly perfons, ſeemed to be more univerſally 
troubled with this complaint than children; particularly 
with the tape worm, the ſymptoms of which were likewiſe 
often plainly to be diſcovered in men of the healthieſt ap- 


pearance. Beſides a great number of the more uſual ſymp- 


toms, which aſcertain the preſence of theſe animals, moſt 


of the patients complained of an oppreſſion at the breaſt, 
and an anxiety about the præcordia, (bor quaal en be- 


naauwde bor/t,) for which reaſon the greater part of them, 


| ſome of their own heads, and others in purſuance of the 
advice of quacks at the Cape, kept themſelves weak and 


low by a ſpare diet and remedies againſt the ' conſumption 


of the lungs, and often ſtedfaſtly perſiſted in this treatment 
of themſelves ; though the longer they continued it, the 
worſe they grew. Nay, under an apprehenſion of their 
hangs being diſeaſed, they had even given up their beloved 
brandy ; though at the ſame time they owned that they 


never had obſerved it was in any ways prejudicial to them, 


in reſpect to the principal complaint. Having, therefore, 
during the oppreſſion on the cheſt, the ſwoonings, or the 
difficulty of reſpiration with which they were ſeized, been 
perſuaded by me to take a ſup or two of it, eſpecially when 
the virtues of it were heightened by ww//de ales (a kind of 
wormwood) being infuſed in it, and having always found- 
inſtant relief for the time, their joy can hardly be con- 
ceived, which was not leſs (as they ſometimes jocoſely 
_ confeſſed) on account of their being able to enjoy the 


in. 


. of this delicious . than of the effect it had: 
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1 wo in EDI their complaints; they likewiſe rejoiced i in find- 
ing themſelves able to ſtand this proof of their lungs not 
being affected, as in conſequence of their apprehenſions on 
that account, they would hardly have ventured to follow my 
advice, had I not, on the firſt ſuſpicion I had of their diſ- 
order, informed them of moſt of their complaints before 
hand, by reckoning up the ſymptoms uſually attendant on 
worms. Garlick, the buds of the wilde alſies above- men- 
tioned, falt, oil, ox-gall, and aloes, were, of all vermifuges, 
the eaſieſt to be procured here; and were accordingly given 
them, together with ſome reſin of jalap which I had brought 
with me; but two of VEREIRA'S relations raſhly attacked 
their complaints with garlick, both taken alone and, mixed 
with every thing they ate, and by this means ſoon veided a 
great number of worms, and got rid of all their complaints, 
One of them ſaid he had diſcharged part of a worm with 
legs and feet, which was grey at top, but yellow under the 
belly like rubs, or caterpillars, which are changed into 
.chryſaliſes, and afterwards become butterflies. He had 
likewiſe obſerved the exuwim, or tins, of this kind of worm 
in his ordinary evacuations. 
Beſides the ſatisfaction I found in being uſeful, and. 
ſhewing my gratitude to theſe hoſpitable ruſtics, by giving 
them my advice on this, as well as on other occaſions, as 
well as by the diſtribution of ſome medicines which I had 
brought with me, and always gave away gratis in the 
courſe of my journey, I by this means likewiſe got more 
into their good graces, and procurec aſſiſtance more readily, 
and more authentic information, than perhaps I could have 
done with money: ſo that the flender ftock of medical 
know- 
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knowledge I was poſſeſſed of, proved of greater ſervice to 76. 
January. 
me than I could have imagined; not to mention the aſto- Wu 
niſhment and veneration which it excited in theſe good 
people, and which often reminded me of the Proverb, 
dans le pais des aveugles les borgnes font rois. 
The cauſe, why worms are ſo common a diſorder j in this | 
colony, I dare not undertake to explain. It may be ſuſ- 
| pected that in many people they are hereditary, and are: 
increaſed by a copious milk diet. Others, perhaps, were. 
infeſted by theſe animals, by means of the foul and putrid. © 
water which they were for the moſt part obliged to put up- 
with in their hunting expeditions, and in their journey to- 
the Cape; the men, in particular, appearing to be troubled 
with this complaint. With reſpect to theſe country peo- 
ple, there does not ſeem to be much room for attributing 
the diſorder to fiſh, as in the freſh water and rivers of theſe 
regions there is hardly any to be found. When, however, 
theſe ruſtics get to the Cape, they generally take care not 
to want for freſh fiſh. The towns-people, on the contrary, 
who live a good deal upon freſh fiſh, are not in proportion 
ſo much troubled with worms; but then they have pure 
Water to drink; milk is rather ſcarce with them; while, 
on the other hand, they do not uſe to ſtint themſelves in 
the articles of wine and ſpirituous liquors. 
On the 5th 1 rode out a hunting along with two farmers, 
being chiefly in queſt of the guu, the animal I have deſcribed: 
at page 131 of this Volume. In theſe parts we found large 
herds of them, and ſhot a female guu quite through the body; 
notwithſtanding which, ſhe ran, though tottering, to the 
EEE of ei Arty or an hundred Paces from us before ſhe 
fell. 
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2776. fell. Being mounted on fleet horſes, we were able to n 
mem all, and ſeparate one of the herds from the reſt, from 
wWhence we drove away a calf, which we took home with us 

alive. It was of this that I afterwards made the diſſection, 

to which I have referred in page .133, for the. proof - of 
what I there advanced. The height of this animal was 
two feet, and the length from the ears to the tail meaſured 
nearly the ſame; the tail itſelf was ſix inches long, and 
very hairy, with white and briſtly hairs at the tip. To con- 
clude, the predominant colour in this animal is a very pale 
or light brown; the belly is white, the noſe black; there 
is a black A round the eyes; it is likewiſe black about 
the ears, and its forehead is of a dark brown colour; the 
mane is black, two inches long, and rather of a briſtly na- 
ture, being decorated on each ſide by hairs of the ſame 
len gtb, which cover the neck, and are twice as long as they 
are in other parts of the body; the beard too inclines more 
to grey, or is of a lighter colour than the reſt of the ani- 
mal's body. 1 had likewiſe previouſly ſeen and examined 
another tame one of the ſame ſize, which Was intended for 
a preſent for the governor : it was feared, however, that 
this, as well as the young hartbeeſts which they were en- 
deavouring to bring up tame, would be ſubject to a kind of 
furor or madneſs. The cry of theſe young gnus was ſome- 
times onje, and at other times navond, a good deal reſem- 
bling the nonje of the coloniſts (meaning miſs,) and their 
uſual contraction of the words goeden avond, or good even- 
in g; ſo that in the dark, the ſound might eaſily be miſtaken 
for the voice or ſalutation of a child. The roaſted fleſh of 
| this gnu-fawn, the animal being extremely young, was ſoft 
. and flabby. on 
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| on the day I have mentioned we likewiſe ſhot a guagga, ; 


which was almoſt entirely devoured within a few hours 
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by birds of prey, after they had, according to their uſual 


cops. begun with the eyes. 


An animal of the height of eighteen inches Was known | 


to the farmers here by the name of the grey Jackal, as it 
approaches pretty near the common jackal in ſize, as well 
as in the ſhape of its head and body; but to judge from 
the teeth alone, as far as I can recollect them at preſent, 
the grey jackal ſeems rather to bear the characteriſtic marks 


by which the viverra, or weaſel kind is diftt AI in We 


Sytem of Nature, Edit. XII. 
The hair with which the grey jackal was covered, was 
a mixture of light grey and black; ſo that this creature was 
of a darkiſh aſh colour all over, excepting towards the tip of 
the tail, which, for the length of three inches, was quite 
black; it was beſides pretty buſhy, and reached down to 
the animal's heels. The hairs, indeed, over the whole body 
were pretty long and ſoft, but on the back they were about 
twice as long as in other parts, ſo that they appeared to 
form a bruſh or comb : for which reaſon, this animal may 
for the preſent be called the viverra criſtata. I ſay for the 
preſent, as well on the account that the ſtuffed {kin of this 
creature was ſtolen out of my waggon by ſome hounds 
with which we had been out a hunting, before I had time 
to draw up a more accurate deſcription of it, as likewiſe 


becauſe it is very difficult as yet to define the genera belong- 


ing to the order of fere. I made a drawing of the grey 


 JackaPs liver, and on going to examine it with this view, 
1 found it divided in a ſingular manner. The right lung 
Ve- H me . 
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rity had four da, and the belt three, The Roneakh Had 
Www nothing but ants in it, or, to >» ſpeak more properly, the 
white termites before-mentioned ; yet, that it may not be 
ſuppoſed from this circumſtance, that the animal here 
ſpoken of belongs to the genus of the myrmecophaga of 
LIxNxus, it may be proper to mention here, that the 
character of this genus is the total want of teeth; and that, 
excluſively of our Swediſh bears, the Hottentots themſelves 
are likewiſe very fond of this food. | 
"Rs day we hunted another animal, which was called 
the uynijes jackal, and ſeemed, with reſpect to ſhape and 
ſize, in ſome meaſure to reſemble the grey jackal, but was 
of a deep brown colour. At this time it made its eſcape 
from us by a ſubterraneous paſſage. It has obtained the 
name of wyntjes, in conſequence of its digging up, and 
feeding upon, the bulbs (zynzzes) and roots of flowers. 
The wuyntjes jackal, moreover, is ſuppoſed to be more com- 
mon than the grey, and is, perhaps, a kind of badger. Neither 
this creature nor the former were, as far as I could find, 
known to any body but the farmers in this. neighbourhood. 
The common jacka?, or the Jackal properly ſo called, 
nearly reſembles our European fox in its form, manners, 
and diſpoſition ; and here, at leaſt, is not known to aſſemble 
in packs, for the purpoſe of hunting. Neither is what authors 
Have advanced concerning the hideous cry and voracity of 
the jackal applicable to this quadruped, theſe qualities being 
Probably peculiar to the hyæna and wild dog, with which 
animals it has been by ſome means confounded. A. couple 
of ſkins which I brought home with me, three feet in 
length, with a tail eme what above a foot lon g, entirely 
8 | correſpond, 
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correſpond, with reſpect to hair and colour, with M. Da u- 


BEN TON's deſcription of the chacal, (Burron, Tom. XIII. S 


p. 268) excepting the ſpots on the fore legs; and likewiſe 
reſemble M. ScurtBER's coloured plate of the canis meſo- 


wiſe Mr. PENNANT's jackal, Vol. I. p. 242. 


yellow, the legs are of a pale gold colour ; under the 
belly, and on the inſide of the legs, the colour inclines 
to white; the noſe and ears are of a reddiſh caſt; the 
head grey; the back part of the neck, together with the 
whole back, are covered with a large dark grey ſpot of the 


black and white circular liſts of hair intermixed ; the 

tail is partly grey, and partly of an umber colour, but at 
the tip black. I remember that once I ſaw the fur of a 
foetus of a jackal, which was of a very fine yellow colour, 
and inſtead of a blackiſh grey had a dark brown ſpot upon 
its back. 


Hottentots, I have given a drawing of in the Swediſh Tranſ- 
actions for the year 1777, P. 147. Tab. IV. and at the fame 
time deſcribed it by the name of the viverra ratel. (I have 


By. the colour, it ſhould ſeem to be the very ſame. ſpecies of 
animal which M. DE La CAILLE ſaw about Picquet-berg, and 
has mentioned at page 18 a, by the name of the blereau puant; 


odour in the animal, and I, for my part, have never heard 
( — = 2 . the 


melat, or capiſche ſchakal, Tab. XCV. p. 370. This is like- 


The predominant colour in this animal is a reddiſh 


ſhape of a lancet, with the point towards the tail; which 
ſpot, as M. DAUBENTON has juſtly remarked, is compoſed of 
The n ſo a in Africa both by the coloniſts HE 
likewiſe annexed a figure of it at Plate VI. of this Volume.) 


though this author did not himſelf obſerve any diſagreeable 
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the leaſt. mention made of it; at the ſame time that M. DE LA 


cx does not ſay a ſingle ſyllable concerning the ſingular 
cconomy of the animal, and moreover deſcribes the claws 


as being ſomewhat ſmaller than they really are, particularly 
on the hind feet. Les deux trous oblongs a Vouverture de 


la gueule, dans leſquels la peau rentre, according to the 


obſervation made by M. DE LA CAILLE, appear to deſerve 
a more accurate inveſtigation and deſcription. 


In SCHREBER on the nammalia, p. 450, Tab. cxxv. 5 


there is a deſcription and drawing of it under the denomi- 


nation of the /tinkbinks, or the viverra Capenſis; though, 


in my opinion, the claws and tail in this figure are too 


ſhort, and the head too thick and clumſy, and too black 
underneath. M. SCHREBER mentions his having heard, 


that this animal is fond -of En a te _ _ 


ſerted in the 3 Tranſactions. 


In this part of Africa there is to be ſeen a conſiderable 
number of holes and ſubterraneous paſſages, ſome of which 


are actually inhabited, while others have been previouſſy 


formed, but ſince deſerted by the ri eriſtata, a ſort of 


mis jaculus, or the jerbua Capenſis, the jackal, the mole, 


the /us Airhiopicus, with ſeveral ſpecies of viverræ. Juſt 

thin the apertures of theſe cavities, and of the ſubter- 
raneous paſſages which are blocked up in part by the ground 
having given way, the bees moſt commonly uſe to make 


their neſts, e as trees fit for their purpoſe are ſel- 


dom to be found. The ratel, a ſort of weaſel or badger, 
by nature deſtined to be the adverſary of the bees, and the 
unwelcome viſitor of their habitations, is likewiſe endued 


with 
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with a particular faculty for diſcovering and attacking them 
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within their entrenchments. His long claws, beſides aſ- Www 


ſiſting him in digging the dark ſubterraneous paſſages 
which ſerve him for an aſylum, are likewiſe of uſe to 


him in the occupation he is frequently employed in of un- 


dermining whole colonies of bees. Now, as a man placed 
at the maſt- head can eaſieſt deſcry a ſail or land at a great 


diſtance about ſun-ſet, ſo probably this time of the day is 
the moſt convenient for the ratel to look out for his ſupper ; 
for he is likewiſe ſaid to be particularly attentive to his buſi- 
neſs about ſun-ſet, when he will fit and hold one of his paws 
before his eyes, in order to modify the rays of the ſun, 10 as 


to render them inoffenſive to his organs of ſight, and at the- 
ſame time to have a diſtinct view. of the object of his pur- 


ſuit: and when, in conſequence of peering in this manner 
on each ſide of his paw oppoſite to the ſun, he ſees any 


bees fly, he knows that they are at this time going ſtrait 


forward to their own habitation, and conſequently takes 
care to keep in the ſame direction as that in which they 
fly, in order to find them. He has beſides, as well as the 
Hottentots, the Caffres, and the peaſants of the Cape, the 
ſagacity to follow a little bird, which flies on by degrees with 
the alluring note of cherr, cherr, cherr, and guides its fol- 


| lowers to the bees? neſt. This ſelf-intereſted betrayer of 


the bees, to which I have many times been obliged for the 
honey I have eaten in the courſe of my travels through the 
_ deſert, is the little cuculus indicator, which I have deſcribed 
and given a drawing of in the Phil. Tranſ. and en to 
make mention of a little farther on. 


As 
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As the ratePs hairs are ſtiff and harſh, ſo its hide is 
Vw Print and the animal itſelf is difficult to kill. The co- 
loniſts and the Hottentots both aſſert, that it is almoſt 1 im- 
poffible to kill this creature, without giving it a great num- 
ber of violent blows on the noſe; on which account they 
deſtroy it by ſhooting it, or plunging a knife into its body. 
The ſhortneſs of the ratel's legs will not permit him to 
make his eſcape by flight, when purſued. by the hounds ; 
he is able, however, to extricate himſelf from their clutches 
_ buy biting and ſcratching them in a moſt terrible manner; 
while, on the other hand, he is perfectly well defended 
from the aſſaults of their teeth by the toughneſs of his hide: 
for when a hound endeavours to bite him, it can lay hold 
only on the rates tough hide; which in this caſe inſtantly 
ſeparates from the creature's body or fleſh, as it is reported 
to lie looſe from the ſkin, as though it were within a ſack; 
fo that when any body catches hold of him by the hind. 
part of his neck, and that even pretty near his head, he 
can turn round, as it were, in his ſkin, and bite the arm 
of the perſon that ſeizes him. It is a remarkable circum- 
ſtance, that ſuch a number of hounds, as collectively are 
able to tear a lion of a moderate ſize in pieces, are ſaid 
ſometimes to be obliged to leave the ratel only dead to 
appearance. This report ſeems to be confirmed by the 
circumſtance of M. DE LA CAILLE'S #lereau puant's ſtill 
being alive, after the hounds had dragged it away to the 
waggon. Thus far, however, is certain, that on the fur 
of the ratel 1 have brought home with me, there is ſcarcely 
the mark of a bite to be ſeen, though it had been attacked 
and worried by a number of hounds. Is it not probable, 
that 


— 
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that nature, which has deſtined the ratel for the deſtruc- 
tion of bees, may have beſtowed on it a hide fo much Ly 
tougher than thoſe ſhe has given to other animals of the 
viverra kind, merely for the purpoſe of defending it from 

the ſtings of theſe inſects? Or indeed, may not this crea- 


ture's food, which confiſts of wax and ys make it ſo 


tough and difficult to kill? 
| Thoſe bees neſts which are built up in trees, are in no 


danger whatever from the ratel. In the firſt tranſports of 


his rage at having ſought after theſe bees in vain, he uſes 


WM gnaw or bite the trunk of theſe trees; and theſe bites 
are ſure marks for the Hottentots, that a bees neſt is to be 


found up in that tree. I ſhould myſelf have entertained 
many doubts concerning all theſe properties attributed to 
the ratel, had I not obtained various accounts of this curious 
animal, entirely correſponding with each other, from many 
experienced farmers and Hottentots hving in different __ 
of the country. 

As I was not fortunate enough to catch a ratel myſelf, 
I muſt be contented with giving ſuch a een of it here, 
as I Have been able to make from this creature's ſkin. 

The fore teeth, fix in each jaw, moſtly of the ſame ſize, 
flat at the edges, probably in conſequence of being worn 


away; canine teeth, two in each jaw, very ſtrong and large 


when compared with the ſize of the animal, but obtuſe, 
(probably likewiſe in conſequence of their being worn away ;) 
the grinders, about fix in number, had, as well as the others, 
a yellow caſt, perhaps from the animal feeding upon honey. 

The papille of the FRE were A Rs and retro- 
W as in cats. . 
The 
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1775. _'The/zgsare ſhort; toes, five on ah of the fore-feet, armed 

E with projecting claws an inch and a half long, but thoſe of 
the hind feet no more than half that length. Theſe cla; WS 

mae a ſharp edge, which half way up the fore part of it 

As double, or rather excavated with a deep furrow; a cir- 

cumſtance that apparently greatly aſſiſts the animal in dig- 

ging. There is nothing like ear-laps to be ſeen on this 

creature, excepting a trifling rim round about a rather large 

aperture, in which is placed the organ of hearing. 

Colour; the forehead, crown: of the head, nape of the 

neck, ſhoulders, back, and tail are of an aſh colour; the 

noſe, and the part round the eyes, and on the cheek-bone, 

= the ears, the lower part of the neck, ' the breaſt, belly, 

1 ++ thighs, and legs, are of a black hue inclining to brown; as 

are likewiſe the extreme limits of the aſh- coloured part juſt 

mentioned, which are moreover ſeparated from the black 

_ colour by means of a light grey liſt an inch broad, running 

from the ear quite back to the tail. 

Size of the tin: From the tip of the noſe to the tail 

; | forty inches; length of the tail twelve inches ; that of the 

EE” claws, taken together with the whole phalanx, or all the 

5 toes of the fore- feet, one inch and three quarters; of thoſe 

of the hind feet one inch. 0 

Io other ſmall animals, which probably likewiſe be- 

long to the viverra genus, I had only a haſty glimpſe of 

in this colony. The one we ſaw and gave chaſe to be- : 

tween the two Fiſh rivers, made its eſcape from us, how- 

ever, by running into a hole under ground, and ſeemed 

to be ſomewhat leſs than a cat, though longer in propor- 


tion. The colour of it was a bright red. Of the other 
| ſort 


> - = - — 
— ENS. a roo = . IE F 
. 2 EE Er image ins CY Er ror 1) oo 0 IS. K . 
— . ˙——— — oh oo rg In — — —_—- ooo 2 21 2 BOP — 7 l 
CIS INIT - OBS 8 3 — OS REES IT I 4 Fee x} L et 


7 3 
——— D 2 Secs 
DD 
SR 


"TY = = —_— 
7 o * = 
2 E . ix. \ 
5 17 hy 7 „ 5 T ͤ ee Sb 00 =” Ph 8 2 ' OT l 
bas e j F 5 — Ln es BF. bh 8 (ot RT = . 23 . — as me FR g þ : 
5 — 7 % 1 j 2 N * * r 5 r 8 * . 5 - 2 - l - 
* — D r —— — * DN - 2 * oY 5 Ty; mr 1 n LY Pe te — 2 2 - 72 * N F 2 : 
22 n — 72 . e „ ere ory _.; 2 hogs — D are 2 = Ms ; 2 , : ts, "I lb | yas 
pod T of; 1 r +; 9 N A? x 4 — —— — nn . : 
* . N 2 e : 2 * E r — mu pot on eds — 2 8 - EF" 
8 7 : — es 5 7 — * A 4 > * — 
2 1 — . hen * _ 
8 Ae . 2 2 « — 


o - - p 
ST — ted rem Bs T ——— 
2 . > IS aq re Were mT — eh; wo ene meer — NEED — ERS 
JJ TTT n 1 29 Ii 
DER” ON ũ | 
r 13 —— — 8 


— — 
r 
* 
2 


>, pe, rn nth? =” 1 
1 < "= — oo N 
oy — 1 —— 2 
— 5 r * 
. % ; n 
Si * 1 2 3 23 5 * urn 
io) F5 3 * wy — CAPE: 
„ err 
> 3 
- 


CAPE 'O'Þ 600 HOPE. 


fort 1 ſaw two at once in the vicinity of Nrez-bout-Rloof, 
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; when they inſtantly ran out my fight, and bid themſelves — 


in a buſh. They appeared to be of a coal-black colour, and 


above a foot high; yet I am not certain, whether they were 


not àyntjes jackals, the animal I have already made mention 
of at page 178 of this Volume. The former of theſe 


likewiſe, I mean the light- or roſe- coloured animal, might ; 


be, for aught I know, the zerda, or vulpes minimus Sarenſis 


of M. SKIOLDEBRAND, the Swediſh conſul at Algiers, (vid. 


Swediſh Tramſactions for 177%, page 265) as I was not able 
during the chaſe, to attend to its ears ſo accurately as I could 
have wiſhed; and alſo as I had been informed, that there 
was a very ſmall animal, with long ears, which lived under 


Camdebo, but was difficult to catch, efpecially as it never 


went far from its hole. In this point likewiſe, it anſwers | 


to the deſcription of the 2erda quoted above; but this 


again ſeems inconſiſtent with the account given of it by Mr. 


BRUCE, who ſays it lives in palm-trees, (on the fruit of 
which it ſubſiſts) in Libya, to the ſouth of the Palus Trito- 


nidis. (Vide Burrows Animal Anonyme, Supplement, Tom. 
III. page 148, Tab. XIX.) It is poſſible, indeed, that this 


creature is to be found in Libya; but I have been informed 


by M. SKIOLDEBRAND, that Mr. BRUCE had previouſly ſeen 


this animal in Agiers (where both theſe gentlemen were 


conſuls together) and had employed the fame painter as M. 
SKIOLDEBRAND did, to make a drawing of it; and hence it 
is, that on comparing the two figures, viz. of the animal 
from Libya, and of that from Algiers, it Plainly appears, 


„ FE RR, B b 3J3Cͤ ]³ -am 


M. N1CcANDER, one of the ſecretaries of the Royal Academy 
preſented in its natural ſize and colour, many years ago, 
with it before, as, the animal having unfortunately eſcaped 


from him, before he could examine its teeth, and other 
particulars, he had waited a long time, though in vain, in 
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that either one of them is taken from the other, or elſe 5 


both from one and the ſame original. 
Many of M. SKIOLDEBRAND'S — and among them 


of Sciences in Sweden, have ſeen a figure of the Serda re- 


in M. SKIOLDEBRAND's ſuperb collection; but could not per- 
ſuade this gentleman to ornament the Sweniſh Tranſactions 


hopes of procuring ſome better information from A/ziers 


with reſpect to theſe points. M. SK10LDEBRAND could 
not find at the bottom of this creature's large and beauti= 
ful ears, which were of a roſy hue, any traces of a perfora 
tion; indeed theſe perforations would eaſily be filled up, 


and would conſequently become very inconvenient to an 
animal like this, which is obliged to burrow and live under 


the ſand. He ſuppoſes that providence has made good this 
defect, by ſome membrane lying not very deep in the ear. 
Mr. PENNANT follows M. SKIOLDEBRAND in the account he 


gives of this animal in Vol. I. p. ae at the fame tine 
referring it to the ag genus £4) (1 +: 


The bee-euckow, (cuculus indicator) hin I mala men- 
tion of juſt above, in deſcribing the ratel at p. 181, deſerves - 
to have more particular notice taken of it in this place. It 

has, however, nothing remarkable in it with regard to its ſize. 


and colour, as, on a. curſory view, it appears in theſe points 


not to differ from the common ſparrow ; excepting indeed, 


— ** 
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_ that it is ſomewhat larger, and rather of a lighter colour, 
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with a little yellow ſpot on each 9 and the feathers * 


of its tail daſhed with white. 


It is, indeed, merely with a view to its own intereſt, 


chat this cuckow diſcovers the bees-neſts to man and the 
ratel race, as it is extremely fond both of honey and bees - 
eggs; and it knows that when a bees-neſt is plundered, 


ſome of it is ſhed, which conſequently falls to its ſhare, or 


elſe ſome part is left by the plunderers as a reward for its 
ſervices. Nevertheleſs, the way in which this bird com- 
municates to others the diſcovery it has made, is as fur- 
pUling as it is well adapted to the purpoſe. 
The morning and evening are probably its principal 
win times; at leaſt it is then that it ſhews the greateſt 


inclination to come forth, and with the grating cry of 


cherr, cherr, cherr, to excite, as it were, the attention of 
the ratel, as well as of the Hottentots and coloniſts. Some- 
body then generally repairs to the place whence the 


ſound proceeds, when the bird, all the while continually 


repeating its cry of cherr, cherr, flies on ſlowly and by 


degrees towards the quarter where the ſwarm of bees have 


taken up their abode. The perſons thus invited accord- 
ingly follow, taking great care at the ſame time not to 


frighten their guide with any unuſual noiſe, or by means 


of a large company, but rather, as I have ſeen done 


by one of the ſhrewdeſt of my Bo/hies-men, to anſwer it 


now and then with a ſoft and very gentle whiſtle, by way 
of letting the bird know that its call is attended to. I 
have obſerved, that when the bees-neſt was at a good diſ- 
_ tance, the bird, for the moſt part, made long ſtages, or 
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"is waiting for. its ſporting companion between each | 
flight, and calling to him again tocome on; but flew toſhorter 
diſtances, and repeated its cry. more frequently, and with 
greater earneſtneſs, in proportion as they approached nearer 
to the bees-neſt. I likewiſe ſaw, with aſtoniſhment, what 
1 had been-previouſly aſſured of by others, vis. that when 
this bird has, in conſequence of its great impatience, got 


too far a-head of its followers, eſpecially when, by reaſon. 


of the roughneſs or unevenneſs of the ground, they have 
not been able to keep pace with it, it has flown back to 
meet them, and with redoubled cries, denoting ſtill greater 
impatience, has upbraided them for being ſo tardy. Fi- 
nally, when it has come to the bees-neſt, whether this be 


built in the cleft of a rock, in a hollow tree, or in ſome 


cavity in the earth, it hovers over the ſpot for the ſpace of 
a few ſeconds, a circumſtance which I myſelf have been 
eye-witneſs to twice; after which it fits in ſilence, and for 
the moſt part concealed in ſome neighbouring tree or buſh, 


in expectation of what may happen, and with a view of 


coming in for its ſhare of the booty. It is probable, that 
this bird always hovers, more or "leſs, in the manner juſt 
mentioned, over the bees-neſt, before. it hides itſelf, though 
people do not always pay attention to this | circumſtance : 
at all events, however, one may be aſſured that the bees- 
neſt is very near, when, after the bird has taken one to 
ſome diſtance, it is on a ſudden filent. In a-place where we 
halted a couple of days, my Hottentots were conducted by a 
bee-cuckow, that was rather ſhy and obſcure in its expreſſions, 
backwards and forwards ſeveral times to one and the ſame 


ſpot, till one of them, who was more attentive to the bird 
| than 
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chan the reſt, en of ng: out there. (how the neſt d, 
itſelf. Eu ey 


WT aving, in ee of the bird's dirottions Gone 
no plundered: the bees-neſt, they uſually, by way of 
acknowledgment, leave it a conſiderable portion of the 
Worſt part, or that part of the comb in which the young 
bees are hatching; and which, however, is probably for 
the bird the moſt delicate morſel; and indeed, is by no 
means looked upon as the worſt, even by the Hotten- 
tots. I was informed by my Boſhies-men, as well as by 
the coloniſts, that a man who makes it his conſtant 
buſineſs to go after the bees, ſhould not at firſt be too 
grateful and generous to this officious bird, but leave for — 
it only juſt as much as will ſerve to ſtimulate its appetite; ip 
by which means it will be induced, in hopes of obtaining _ 
a more liberal reward, to diſcover another ſwarm of bees, 
if there be any ſuch in the neighbourhood.. Though there 
are plenty of wild bees round about Cape Town, yet both 
the bird itſelf and the peculiar property it has of diſcover- 
ing honey to others, were entirely unknown there; nei- 
ther could I, when I firft heard it ſpoken of at Groot-Va- 
ders-boſeh, conſider it in any other light than that of a fa- 
ble; eſpecially as at the ſame time I ſaw a lad who was 
out after one of theſe birds, fail in the object of his pur- 
ſuit. In this caſe, however, there was great reaſon to lay 
the blame on the cloſeneſs and compactneſs of the wood, 
and the greater than uſual ſhyneſs of the bird. My Hot- 
tentots from Buffel-jaagts-rivier and Zwellendam. aſſured me 
fince, that they had likewiſe been acquainted with this 
bird at the Phar i mentioned, where they were born, 
but 


23 
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but Seen at the ſame time, that it was there uncommon 
„ as well as ſhy ; nor did it direct them to the honey ſo rea- 


dil y and diſtinctly, as in the tract of country where we then 
were in the deſert, ln near 0 river 7 es or Great 
TL feb-river.” F | 2853 5 

By colhting this laſt vente! wha my account oe” ae 
euculus indicator, or honey-guide, inſerted in the Pbiloſo- 


pbical Tranſactions, Vol. LXVII. page 38 and 43, it will 
appear, that a geographical error has been ſuffered to take 


place there; probably in conſequence of their being obliged, 
as my account was written in Engliſh, to alter this paſſage, 
ſo as to make it approach r nearer to the idiom of the Eng- 
liſh language. | 


zer Bruntjes-hoogte, ſeen this bird, which, .on account of 
the fingular property it is endued with, is called by the 
coloniſts Honing-⁊eyser, or the honey- guide, and, indeed, 
had not unfrequently reaped the fruits of its ſervices, yet 
I had not an opportunity of ſhooting it till I was on the 
road to return home, when I one day purſued it, the little 
creature all the while flying before me with its cheering 
note of everr, cherr. This, however, offended my Boſhies- 
men not a little: and though I had previouſly promiſed an 
ample reward, conſiſting of glaſs beads and tobacco, to my 
Zwellendam Hottentots, on condition that they would aſſiſt 
me in catching and ſhooting a poning-wyzer, yet I found 
them too much the bird's friends to betray it; a circum- 
Nance that gave me great pleaſure, as 1t nd that theſe 
| POE? were in 1 8 ene of good and grateful hearts; 
W 


Though I had eee in the deſert; and once at fe |} q | 
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though i Th gratitude, I am very ſorry to ſay it, is a crime, 11 
of no means rarely to be met with among them. 

While I reſided in the interior part of Africa, I Was 
ſhewn a bird's-neſt, which ſeveral farmers aſſured me wWwas 
that of the-bee-cuckow. It reſembled the neſts of certain 
finches, which are found in thoſe parts, and was formed of 
fine ſhreds of bark, interwoven and plaited together in the 
ſhape of a bottle. The neck or aperture of it hung down- 
wards, and a plaited cord, made of the ſame kind of bark. 
as the neſt, hung, as it were, in a "ſwing, croſs-wiſe below 
the opening, being faſtened by both ends to the brim of 
this ſame aperture, and was certainly intended for the bird 
to reſt itſelf and ſwing upon. 

. following deſcription of this wind Was drawn up 
from the two which 1 ſhot, and which were ſuppoſed to 
be hens; for the cock is ſaid to have its neck (capitrum) - 
encircled with a black ring. 
Roſtrum craſſiuſculum, verſus baſin Juſtin; apice FIR | 
Angulus oris zſ que infra oculos extenſus. Nares poſtreme 
ad baſin Roftri, ſupreme vicinæ, ut carinula dorſali ſaltent 
ſepararentur, oblongæ, margine prominulo. Pili aliquot ad 
baſin Roſtri, precipue in mandibula inferiore; Lingua plana 
Jubſagittata. Oculorum Irides fer74ginz0-griſes z Palpebræ 
nude, mgre. Pedes nipri /canſorii; Tibiæ breves, Ungues 
tenues, nigri. Pileus lætè griſeus è pennis brevibus Jathuſeu 
lis, Gula, Jugulum, Pectus, ſordide alba, Cum aliquo vi- 
rore vix notabili in pectlorée. Dorſum & Uropygium ferru- 
gineo- griſca. Abdomen Criſſumque alba. Femora tecta 
pennis albis, macula longitudinali nigra notatis. Alarum 
Tectrices Superiores, omnes griſee-fuſce exceptis fummis" 
aliquot, 
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) .humeris exiguam & d plumis ſcapularibus ſepe tectam. 
Tectrices infra alam albidæ, barum ſupreme ex' albido nigro- 
ae maculate. Remiges Primarii 8, R. Secundarii 6, R. 
Omnes ſupra fuſci, ſubtus cinereb Wee Alulæ griſeo -juſce; 
Cauda cuneiſormis, recqricibus 12: bHarum duc intermediæ 
Iongiores anguftiores, ſupra & infra eruginoſo-fuſre ; proxi- 
me du fuliginoſæ, margine interiore albicantes; Duæ 
utrinque bis provime albe apice fuſcæ, & exterius ad baſin 
macula nigra notatæ : extima utrinque reliquis brevior, alba 
apice fuſca; ; macula nigra vix ulla ad baſin. Ale complicate 
caude partem quariem attingunt. Longitudo ab apice 
_ = ad extremam caude circiter ſeptem uncias pedis An- 


Flicani euplet. | Roſirum 4 baf f ſuperiore ad _— /mi- 


unciale. 
Since my e deſcription of the cuculus indicator was print- 
44 in the Phil. Tran/. 1 have ſeen in Lozo's Travels to 
Abyflinia, publiſhed by LE GRAND in 1728, (a book to 
which I was referred by M. B. BERG1vs, one of the direc- 
tors of the bank,) and a gentleman of extenſive reading, 
the following accohut, which deſerves to be quoted here 
verbatim. N 
„The moroc, or Boney bind, 18 bed with a pecu- 
är inſtinct, or faculty of diſcovering honey. They have 
here multitudes of various kinds, ſome are tame like ours, 
and form their combs in hives: of the wild ones ſome 
Place their honey in hollow trees, others hide it in holes 
in the ground, which they keep extremely clean, and at 
the ſame time cover ſo carefully, that though they are 
ee in the highway; TORE: are ſeldom i: unleſs 
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pendence upon the niceneſs of my taſte at that time. 
t Hottentots, and eyen two of the coloniſts, ate likewiſe the 
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by the mor0C's aſſiſtance. The honey thus prepared under 
ground, is to the full as good as that which is made in 
hives: 1 have only found it a little blacker ; and cannot 
help imagining it to be the ſame, with that which St. JoHN 
lived on in the wilderneſs. When the noroc has diſcovered 


any honey, he repairs immediately to the road-fide, and 


when he ſees a traveller, ſings and claps his wings, making 
many motions to invite him to follow him; 
| perceives his coming, flies before him from tree to tree, 

till he comes to the place where the bees have ſtored their 
The Abyſ- 


treaſure, and then begins to fing melodiouſly. 
ſinian takes the honey, without failing to leave part of it 


for the bird, to reward him for his information.” 


There is good reaſon to ſuppoſe from this paſſage, that 


deſcribed above, are one and the ſame bird; but if this 


be the caſe, it ſhould ſeem, that Father LOBO himſelf had 


not been an eye-witneſs of this ſingular kind of chaſe, or 


elſe that he has not given an accurate deſcription of it. 


Neither, indeed, have I ever found the honey which has 
been made under-ground, blacker than that which comes 


out of the hives; but on the contrary, full as good as any 


other honey whatever, that in the deſert particularly hav- 
ing a finer flayour than any I ever taſted. Though as de- 


licacies did not greatly abound here, and I was obliged to 


live chiefly on animal food, I cannot place any great de- 
My 


young bees and the honey-comb itſelf, or the neſt, looking 
upon it as the moſt delicate part of the whole. The honey 
VOL. II. Ge 
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the moroc of Abyſſinia and the bee-cuckoo, which I have _ =—_ 2 | 
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1776. here was Ane and mellow, and, without having Saris 
any purification Whatever, appeared to be tolerably free 
from wax. I neither ſaw nor heard of any one in all Africa 
that kept tame ' bees, excepting in the country about Con- 
ſtantia, Where a young lad, the ſon of a coloniſt, uſed 
ſometimes to ſet out empty cheſts and boxes, into which 
a wild ſwarm would enter without fail in 'the ſpace of a 
few days and ſettle ; but the hive was generally taken al- 
molt immediately by this greedy amateur, and part of it 
was likewiſe ſtolen by Hiquoriſh ſlaves, among whom thoſe' 
who were natives of Madagaſcar had a particular knack at. 
finding wild bees and honey. As in the tracts of country 
laſt-mentioned, befides other flowers, there grow in Par- 
ticular many different ſorts of heaths, the culture of bees 
might in theſe places be carried to a very great degree of 5 
perfection. Near the Cape I found the wild honey of an 
inferior quality. Whether this proceeded from the great 
abundance of the different ſorts of heath in the above- men- 
tioned diſtricts, or from my being more faſtidious and nice 
when I was at the latter place, I am not able to determine. 
The erbua Capenſis, which I enumerated a little above at 
page 180 among the animals in the ruins of whoſe ſubterra- 
neous dwellings the bees, in default of trees fit for their 
purpoſe, build their neſts, is deſcribed by Dr. J. R. FoxsTER 
in the Swediſh Tranfactions for 1778, page 108, with ſome 
remarks of mine annexed, 1. c. page 119. On this head 
 Hikewile, the reader may conſult the compilation referred to 
above, called Now. Deſcript. & c. together with M. PaL- 
LAS de Murium Genere, page 87, in which book it was 
atterwards referred to BAQer the denomination of the mus 


Cafer. 
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Cafer. By the: coloniſts it is called Berg- baas, or Jprings |. 
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Haus, (the mountain or bounding hare) and lives upon 


roots and other vegetables, its principal haunts being in 
the vicinity of Sze//en-boſch and Camdebo. It is nearly of 


the ſize and colour of a common hare, but its hind legs, 


by means of which it is ſaid to be able to take a leap twenty 
feet in length, are much lon ger and ſlenderer; its fore legs, 
on the contrary, are extremely ſhort, the animal ſeldom 


ſupporting himſelf upon them, being generally in a fitting 


poſture, and uſing them as hands to convey the food to its 
mouth. It is likewiſe able, with great expedition, by means 


of its fore paws, and with the aſſiſtance of its long pro- 


jecting teeth, to dig holes for itſelf and paſſages under - 


_ ground; though it does not by any means experience * 


greateſt degree of ſecurity in this aſylum, on account of 


the dykes and cuts made by the coloniſts to their corn- 


fields and plantations, which likewiſe find their way into 
theſe ſubterraneous paſſages; fo that the ſerbuas, which 
are thus in danger of being drowned in their own habita- 


tions, are obliged to evacuate them with the greateſt pre- 


cipitation, in conſequence of which they are frequently 
purſued and taken. | 
Where the inhabitants of this by have an oppor- 


tunity (in conſequence, for inſtance, of there being a 


mountain in the neighbourhood) of making the dykes and 
f}uices here alluded to, they do not omit by means of them 
to drown the moles likewiſe, as they are called, which in- 
feſt this colony, and which are, in fact, a kind of rat with 
ſhort tails. The one ſort is leſs than the other, but is moſt 
common round about the Cape; and from the white ſpots 
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= of on its head is called bleeſmol, and is the nu "Chpenſis 8 of 
Meffrs. PENNANx, SchREBER, and PALLAS, and the long- 
toothed narmot of Mr. BRoWN, page 112, Plate XLVI. 
which plate exhibits a coloured repreſentation of this ani- 
mal; but the figure, which is the ſame with that in the 
compilation we have frequently referred to, as well as with 
that in W 8 eee . III. is not anne 
op fs | & 

The het 1 which is s called the nad: mol,” is «id 
mus Africanus of Mr. PENNANT. This is in every part 
ſhaped like the former, but is without any ſpots, of. a 
lighter hue, and, indeed, of a mouſe colour, its tail being 
in proportion equally ſhort with that of the other, but flat- 

tened both at top and underneath, though furniſhed with _ 
hairs ſtanding out in the ſame manner. It bears a great 
reſemblance to the figure of the ws talpinus in PALLAS 
and SCHREBER, but differs from that animal in having a 
compreſſed tail, as IJ have juſt before obſerved; as likewiſe 
with reſpect to its body, which I found to me e a foot 
at the higheſt, though even then it was twice or thrice as 
big as the mus Capenſis, or the mus talpinus. Theſe two 
different ſpecies, the mus Cafer and the mus Capenſis, are 
very troubleſome vermin, particularly in orchards and vine- 
yards; and are caught with ſnares, which fall upon them at 
the apertures of their holes, and are likewiſe frequently killed 
with piſtols, by which they are ſhot through the body, on 
their touching in the ſlighteſt manner a thread tied to the 
trigger. The mus Caper is particularly unwieldy and chamſy 
in its make, and is conſequently flow in running, making 
its See with difficulty when it is found near its neſt; 


* 


CAPE Or G 00D” HOPE. 
though, on the other hab when it is laid hold on, it 


throws the anterior part of its body about'to the right and WO - 


left with great activity and alertneſs, in order to faſten 
upon its enemy with its teeth. 


blance between the rhinoceros and the ſand- mole; indeed, it 
appears to proceed from the ſmallneſs of the eyes and ob- 
ſcurity of viſion in both theſe animals. 
The falpa Aſiatica, LIN N. the ralpa Siberica of PEN- 
NANT, SEBA, and KLEIN; the falpa aurea of BRISSON, 
PALL As, and SCHREBER 3 and the variable mole of BROWN, 


are one and the ſame animal, which comes from the Cape; 
and which not only has been erroneoufly attributed to Si- 
beria, but likewiſe, on account of the number and ſhape 


of its teeth being unknown, has been hitherto improperly 
referred to the mole genus; though, in fact, it belongs to 


that of the /prew or /orex, as plainly appears from the fol- 
lowing deſcription of the teeth, which I made from a ſpeci- 


men I brought home from the Cape preſerved in ſpirits. 


' Dentes ſuperiores anteriores 2 cuneati, approximati. D. 


inferiores anteriores 4 ſubulati, horum inter mediis breviori- 
bus. D. laterales in utraque maxilla utrinque 7, horum 


duobus ſeu tribus prioribus ſimpliciuſculis, acutis, interiori- 


bus ſeu poſter. duobus ſeu tribus furcatis, cuſpide extimo 
majore. This animal may therefore for the future be called 
Sorex aureus, cauda nulla, rofiro nudo brevi, palmis ſubte- 
tradattylis, plantis pentadatiylis. 1 ſay ſub-tetra-dattylis, as 
this creature has, on the outſide of its three. crooked claws 
which ſtand behind each other, a very ſmall fpur, or ſhorter 


tioned 
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In this particular I have, 
as well as many of the coloniſts, diſcovered a great reſem- 


kind of claw — Which the naturaliſts above- men- 


. 
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ws very improperly to augment the catalogue of the animal 


creation with one animal more than really exiſts in it. 


This creature is five or ſix inches in length, its ſnout is 


ſhort and without any hair upon it, notwithſtanding which 


the upper lip is hairy. The colour, which in other re- 
ſpects is exceedingly beautiful, is continually varying, as 
SCHREBER has remarked, page 563, between green, brown, 


and gold. In PETER BrRowN's Illuſtrations of Zookogy, 


page 110, Plate XLV. there is a tolerable coloured draw- 
ing of this animal ; the golden caſt, however, is not ex- 


preſſed with a ſufficient degree of accuracy and beauty ; 


neither is the leaſt notice 0 of the fourth ſmall or ex- 


-eemdl the: | 
To the query which M. Pali as (de Marian Geniers) | 


propoſes at page 154, in the notes, I anſwer, that this 
creature, in fact, has eyes, but they are fo ſmall that they 
were not eaſily to be diſcerned in the animal juſt after it 
was ſhot; and in the ſpecimen I have preſerved in ſpirits, 
could not be ſeen at all till I had tripped the ſkin from off 
the head. They are placed in the center of a ſtrait line, 
which may be conceived to be drawn from the noſtrils to 
the ears. Again, theſe latter are in the ſame horizontal 


| line with the fauces, the apertures of them being pretty 


wide externally, but internally almoſt pepe, This 
creature has no laps to its ears. 
As I have now entered upon the ſubject of Dita this, 
. perhaps, will be the moſt proper place for enumerating, 
and giving a farther deſcription of all the African gaze/s 
together, eſpecially as by following the order of my. Journal 
5 ” in 
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in this particular, 1 ſhould be able to make frequent 
9 | 


The bartbegſt, of which T Be Sealy made frequent 


mention in the courſe of this work, (viz. page 129, 131, 
270, 345 Vol. I. and page 4, 12, 13, 18, Vol. II.) is the moſt 


common of all the larger gazels which are to be met with at N 
Aster Bruntjes-hoogte, or in indeed 1 in the whole colony, and 


in all probability in any part of Africa. Theſe animals 
moſtly keep together in herds of different magnitudes, 
though one does not unfrequently ſee them wandering 
about in a ſolitary ſtate. I have often had occaſion to hunt 
and ſhoot them, and made the drawing annexed in Plate I. 
of this Volume, from one that I had juſt ſhot. Without 


wiſhing in the leaſt to depreciate the labours of others, ! 


find myſelf under the neceſſity of referring my readers to 


this, as being the only figure hitherto publiſhed, which 
exhibits the leaſt reſemblance of this animal. 


The greateſt height of this animal, which is from the 
fore feet to the withers, ſomewhat exceeds four feet. The 
| horns, (which are common to both ſexes,) meaſured along 
the exterior curvature, are from fix to nine inches king, 
and of a black colour all over, being of the ſame nature in 
general as thoſe of the gazel kind. T he coloniſts make 
very handſome ſpogns of them, though the gnws horns 
are reckoned to have the fineſt grain, as well as the blackeſt 
hue, and likewiſe to take the beſt poliſh. With reſpect 
to other particulars, the horns of this animal ſtand upon 
{mall protuberance of the cranium, with their baſes almoſt 
quite cloſe together, diverging as they go upwards conti- 
: nually more and more from each other, a8 far as to one- 
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third of their whole length; when proceeding farther on 


8 to two-thirds of their length, they lean a little inwards or 


towards each other, at the ſame time making a bend back- 
wards ; 3 ſo that the uppermoſt or laſt diviſion, which is 
ſmooth and even, goes backwards very nearly in- a hori- 
zontal direction, yet ſo that the tips turn a little down- 
Wards. Theſe horns from their baſes upwards, as far as 
to two-thirds of their length, are emboſſed in the form of 
rings, which are about eighteen in number, and near the 
baſes of the horns are not elevated more than half a line 
or a line above the ſurface beneath; or higher up, or 
near and upon the curvatures of the horns, theſe rings are 
not only much larger, viz. from a quarter to half an inch, 
but likewiſe ſeem to be more irregular, ſome of them 
forming knobs, while others take a ſpiral turn. All theſe 
rings or elevations are ſmooth in other reſpects, but be- 
tween them there is a number of longitudinal furrows. 
The predominant colour in the hartbeeſt is cinnamon 
colour, but the forehead is covered with black hairs, which, 
with a ſmall admixture of brown ones, he in a wharl. TwWo 
inches below this commences an oblong black ſpot, which 
extends quite down to the noſtrils ; the lower lip alſo, and 
the fore part of the ſhoulders are covered with black hairs, 
as are likewiſe the anterior part of the fore legs quite down 
to the hoofs, theſe black hairs being at the ſame time car- 
ried round them, and rifing behind up to the fetlock-joints. 
This black colour is diſperſed nearly in the ſame manner 
on the fore parts of the hind legs, and between the fet- 
lock-joints and the hoofs behind. A good deal of the 
hindmoſt part of the haunch is covered with a wide black 
ſtreak, 
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in the figure annexed. There are. two narrow ſtripes, WrI9. 


which take their riſe one behind each ear, and afterwards 
run together all along the ridge of the neck. From hence 
a dark brown oval ſpot extends over the whole ridge of the 
back, terminating with its broader and obtuſer end juſt 
above the tail, which is ſlender, and, at the firſt glance, 


has the appearance of an aſs's tail. The hairs of this begin 


high up, being black, and nearly of the nature of briſtles, 
and rather pointing outwards than hanging down; the 
outermoſt, which are the longeſt, being ſcarcely ſix inches 
long. The upper and hind parts of the haunches are of a 


pale yellow colour, as well as the anterior and upper edge 


of them, the infide of them, and the belly. The poſterior 
parts of the fore legs are likewiſe of a ſomewhat lighter 
hue than the cinnamon colour above- mentioned, which 
covers every other part of the animal. fs 
There 1s a pore one line in diameter, ah inch or an inch 
and a half below and before the internal angle of the eye. 
From this pore, which is the aperture of a caruncle that 
lies below, there is ſecreted a matter almoſt like ear-wax, 
which I obſerved my Hottentots kept in a piece of ſkin, 
as a rare and excellent medicine; on the dried {kin of the 
animal, this pore is ſcarcely to be diſcerned. This, perhaps, 
is the reaſon, that ſo great and accurate a zoologiſt as 
M. PALLAas makes no mention of this pore, as he made his 
deſcriptions chiefly from the dried ſkins of the animal ; and 
as to the live hartbeeſt which he ſaw, he could not eaſily 
come at it, ſo as to take notice of its pore. The veſtiges 
of a beard gr whiſkers, mentioned by M. PALL as being 
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S wiſe be ſeen on the ſkin of the hartbeeſt which I brought 
home with me. This animal is deſcribed by M. PALLAS, 
in Faſc. I. p. 12, No. XVI. and Faſc. XII. No. XIII. p. 16 
of his. Spicilegia Zoologica, under the denomination. of 
the antilope bubalis; but in the Sema Nature, it has been 
previouſly taken notice of by the name of capra dorcas : 
wherefore I chooſe to keep this ſpecific name, for the ſake 
of avoiding confuſion; at the ſame time in conformity to 

the well- founded opinion of M. PALLAS referring the dor- 
cas to the antilope or gaze! genus. The bubalis of the an- 
cients was probably the ſame animal with our hartbeeſt, 
and ſo is the vache de Barbarie, deſcribed in the Mem. Pour 
ſervir al Hiſt. des Animaux, Part II. p. 24. The figure given 
there, Tab. XXXIX. is, it is true, not a perfect likeneſs of 

the antilope dorcas; but being very indifferent likewiſe in 
other reſpects, may, with ſome degree of probability, be. 
ſappoſed to repreſent this animal. The deſcription, how- 

ever, contained in the following paſlage, l. c. does not cor- 
reſpond quite ſo well with the hartbeeſt's hair, viz. Poi 
roux, plus pdle vers la poitrine, que. vers la racine, preſque: 

de meme groſſeur vers le point que vers la racine.. I ſeems: 
to be merely this paſſage that has occaſioned M. BuFFoNs: 
Tom. XII. p. 296, under the article Suhl, to confound the 
hartbeeſt with the animal which KoLBE called the elk; though | 
at the ſame time he evidently gives. a different ge 
of the latter, V1Z. . that it is of an aſh colour, R., 


Thee hair of the hartbeeſt is particularly fine, and about an 
inch in length, and in other reſpects reſembling that of harts 
and gazels. The ears are covered with White hair on the. 
5 r 
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inſide. This animal has no teeth, excepting in the lower 


jaw. Theſe are eight in number; thoſe in the middle are 


the-broadeſt, and they are likewiſe broader at the top than 


they are near the baſe; thus in number, as well as other 
properties, entirely reſembling the teeth of the gu. The 
legs are rather. flender, with ſmall fetlocks and hoofs. 


M. PENNANT, in his Synopfis of 2yadrupeds, p. 37, and in 


his Hiſtory of 2yadrupeds, p. go, calls this beaſt the cervine 


antilope; and ſuppoſes that M. Forsxar., by the baker ua/ch 


of the Arabians, which he places among the animals of a 
genus hitherto undetermined, means this creature. Mr. 


 HouTTUYN likewiſe, by the deſcription and miſerable draw- 
ing he has given us in Vol. III. p. 213, Plate XXIV. pro- 


bably means the bartbeeſt. One may eaſily ſee that this 
figure has ſome affinity with the 7emamacama of SEA, 


Vol. I. Tab. XI. III. which is alſo very properly referred to 


by M. PaLLas for the hartbeeſt; but I now find that Mr. 
PENNANT looks upon this to be his Senegal antilope : the 
deſcription, however, does not ſeem to agree ſo well with 
the figure of Seba there referred to, as with M. DE BUrFoN's 


of the thoba, Tab. XXXII. fig. 2, to which he refers like- 
wiſe. The ſkeleton and cranium of which the repreſenta- 


tion is given by M. DE BUFFoN in Vol. XII. Tab. XXXVII 


and XXXVIII. under the denomination of thoſe of the 
bubal, belong to the hartbeeſt; and from hence it appears, 
that the horns are apt to vary in this animal. May not, 
| therefore, the Senegal and cervine antilopes of Mr. PENNANT 


be, in fact, one and the ſame animal? Indeed, though 1 
have found the horns of the hartbeeſt differ from each other 
pretty much in their external ſurface, yet it appeared to me 
Dd a2 | that 
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that the 1 of them was very conſtant i in the very: con- 
ſiderable nunber of them that I have ſeen in Africa. The 
head of the figure here annexed, is rather too ſmall in pro- 
portion to the body; a miſtake which happened, in the re- 
duction of the drawing from a larger to a leſſer ſcale s. 


The large head and high fore-hand, together with the 


aſinine ears and tail of the hartbeeſt, render it one of the 


leaſt handſome of the whole tribe of antilopes. Its pace, 
when at full ſpeed, appears like a heavy gallop; ; notwith- 


1 ſtanding which, it runs as faſt as any of the other large anti- 


lopes. When it has in the leaſt got a-head of its purſuers, 


it is more apt than almoſt any other gazel to turn round 
frequently while it is flying, and, making a ſtand, ſtare 
them full in the face. I have already made mention, at page 
132 of this Volume, of its falling on its knees, like the nu, 


when it goes to butt any one. The fleſh of it is of a fine 


grain, and rather dry, but yet of a rather agreeable high 
flavour. It is at leaſt not ſo coarſe and dry as that of the 
bonte-bok, M. DE BUFFON, Who, at page 298, ſeems deſi- 
rous of ſeparating the hartbeeſt from the gazel, goat, and 
all. other genera, will, perhaps, now be-induced, by what has- 
been juſt mentioned, to allow that it onght- rather to be 
mferret to the gazel or antilope kind. a 
Eland, or Kaapſe Eland, (the Cape elt, or more properly 
the elk-antilope) vide Plate I. of this Volume, is a name 
given by, the coloniſts to a ſpecies of gazel which is ſome- 
what larger and clumſier, though, upon the whole, hand- 
ſomer than the Hartbegſt. I have already. had occaſion in 
Vol. 1 Page 131, and Vol. II. page 70, 96, 116, 1 305 to make 


This defect is remedied in the preſent edition. 


EN 
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mention of this animal, and have given a deſcription and 
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drawing of it in the Swediſh! Tranſactions for 1779. In wy 


one of the places above referred to, I have mentioned, that 


nation pb, and by the Hottentots F gann. There has not 


of this rare animal, as before this it had never e ſeen 
by any naturaliſt. | 

Mr. PENNANT, in the new edition of his excellent Hiſ- 
tory of Quadrupeds, Vol. I. page 70, has perfectly well 
comprehended my meaning in the Swediſh Tranſactions; 
but, as well as M. PALLAs, in his Spicil. Zool. Faſcic. XII. 


the habitation of the Cape elk in mountainous tracts; 


that great zoologiſt, M. PALLAS, who had before in Faſc. 
I. I. c. made mention of this animal by the name of 
oryx, to change it for that of oc, (vide Faſc. XII. page 
8 II, 17, and after wards to give the name of oryæ to ano- 


could have been avoided, on account of the confuſion in 
which the multitude of names, and more eſpecially the alter- 
ations of them, muſt neceſſarily involve the ſcience of natu- 


elk antilope, like the other large ſpecies of the gazel kind, 
lives on the plains and in vallies, inſtead of the high moun- 
tains, whither KoLRE has ſent it, and up which this animal 


been hitherto: given any ſatisfactory deſcription or drawing 


p. II, has been led by KoLBE into the error of fixing 


ther animal; a circumſtance which it is to be wiſhed. 


in particular would in all probability be too heavy and un- 
wieldy to climb. 1 Comte de Burrox, Tom. XII. Tab. 


it 1s called by the Caffres empofos ; ; I have fince found in = 
my manuſcript notes, that it is likewiſe called by the ſame 


(vide Faſc. I. Plate XVI.) an error, which has occafi 100 - 


ral hiſtory. After all, however, the fact is this, that the 
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1776. XLVI. p. 378, has delineated the horns extremely well, 
January. 30S | | 


— but has very improperly aſcribed them to the coudou (Belgis 
koedoe) which is quite a different animal, and of which we 
r ſay more hereafter. 
The figure annexed at Plate I. of this volume, 1 od; an 
ee in my journey homewards, of drawing from 
a live elk-antilope, which had been caught while it was 
yet a fawn; but though it was not quite grown up, and 
though it was permitted to go looſe day and night without 
the leaſt reſtraint or confinement, yet it never went away, 
but kept very near to mankind, and about the farm : whence 
it appears, how eaſy it would be to domeſticate this ſpecies 
of gazel, which, in its tame ſtate, might be more ſerviceable 
than either horſes or oxen, and, in a great meaſure, perform 
the offices for which both theſe animals are uſed : eſpecially 
as this beaſt is ſaid to keep up its fleſh without taking much 
food, for the moſt part contenting itſelf 'with ſhrubs and 
buſhes, which the land is more inclined to produce than graſs. 
It appeared to me, that the hair of the fore-lock and on the 
_ forehead was longer in this than in the three old ones which 
I ſaw ſhot; on the other hand, this wanted the ſmall ele- 
vation, or knob, which the others, and particularly one 
: of. them, had between and behind their horns. 

The beaſt is of an aſh-colour, inclining a little towards 
blue, excepting the following parts, which are quite black, 
viz. the tuft at the end of the tail, the ſkin between the 
fetlocks and the hoofs, and the thin erect mane, which 

= extends from the ape of the animal's neck along the ſpine 
1 2 ot it its back. 
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The horns of this creature, when it is full grown, are 
two feet long, and of a dark brown colour, being twiſted, 
or forming half way up from the baſe a very conſpicuous 
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wreath, in which they have three ſides and three ridges or 


ribs, ſeparated by the ſides from each other; the horns 


afterwards become round and ſtraight, excepting that the 


tips of them are gradually turned a little forwards and in- 
wards. The hindmoſt ridge near the baſe becomes, in the 


middle of the writhen part of the horn, the middlemoſt 


ridge, and the moſt raiſed; but at its termination again be- 
coming the hindmoſt, gradually decreaſes, and vaniſhes at 
the back of the upper half of the horn. The interior and 
anterior edge is the moſt obtuſe of any, and in ſome is quite 
rounded off; the exterior and anterior likewiſe terminates 


at top, outwards and forwards, ſomewhat higher than the 
others. At the bottom of all, near the baſes of the horn, 
there appears ſeveral irregular ſcabrous and oblique rings, 


which are tolerably well expreſſed in the figure of the to- 


bacco horn given in Plate I. Vol. I. fig. 3; but after this, 
the fibres of the horn take a ſpiral form, running over and 


parallel with the above-deſcribed twiſted angles and ſides of 


the horn, though in ſeveral places a half ring or ſcabrous 


inequality going acroſs them is diſcoverable. The forehead » 


of this animal is flat, and tolerably broad at top, in pro- 
portion to what it is lower down about the eyes, where it 


becomes very narrow. It has a forelock ſtanding erect, the 


length of its whole forehead. Its noſe is ſharp. Its breaſt 

is covered with a palzare, or looſe ſkin, with long hair. 
This animal has a great deal of fat, eſpecially about the 

heart: from an old male which we gave chaſe to and. ſhot, 
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ee igel ſuch a quantity of fine and tender fat, a8 we 


— could with difficulty get into a that would hold about 
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ten pounds of butter. As at the commencement of our 


journey homewards through the deſert, the hounds we had 


with us had unfortunately devoured our ſtock of butter, a 
farmer, who ſtill accompanied us, ſhewed us how to prepare 
the fat taken from about the heart of the elk, and to uſe it 
for dreſſing victuals with, and for eating with bread in the 
fame manner as is generally practiſed with gooſe-greaſe and 


hogs-lard. The taſte of it alſo was very ſimilar to theſe, 


and to the full as good: and, indeed, if I may be ſuppoſed 
to have been able to form any judgment of the matter at a 
time when we were ſo ſharp ſet, and in abſolute want of 


breaſt is likewiſe extremely fat, and is always looked upon 


as a great delicacy. The fleſh is univerſally of a finer 


grain, more juicy and better taſted than that of the H. 
beet, When the elk-antilopes are hunted, they always run, 
if poſſible, againſt the wind, even though the hunter himſelf 


ſhould come from that ſide, and attempt to drive them back. 


1 have myſelf ſeen a moſt evident inſtance of this, when on 
a hunting party with three others. In fact, it is thought 
that being very fat and purſy, they find-it eaſier to fetch 
their breath when they run againſt the wind. They 
moſtly keep together in large herds, and were ſuppoſed to 
migrate now and then to the ſouthward, like the {pring- 
boks, when any great drought, or failure with reſpect to 
rain and water, happens in the interior or northern parts 
of Africa. Juſt before our departure from Agter Bruntjes- 
Boogte, ſome Hottentots arrived there with the news, that 
they 
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thas had ſeen, between the two Vi cheriviers, an infinite Halder, 8 
number of elks, which juſt at that place turned back again 
and made towards the north. This piece of intelligence 

was in all probability very true; for on our return home- 

wards, we found ſeveral ſpots, which before were green 

and covered with herbage, grazed off quite bare, and al- 

moſt as much beaten and trampled under foot, as a place 

of encampment for cavalry. It was imagined, that. ſuch. 

large herds as theſe, either would not deign to make Way 

for any huntſman on horſeback, or elſe that the foremoſt 

of them could not avoid making ſome reſiſtance, on ac- 

count of thoſe in the rear preſſing upon them. If this 

were the caſe, it would have been a great mis fortune for 
our ſmall party to have met with this army of quadrupeds, 

as they would, in all probability, have incloſed us, and 

trod us under foot, in caſe we had not had time or room 
enough to have got on one ſide out of their way. The 

male elks, which are rather aged, and conſequently {flow 

and tardy, keep apart from the reſt of the herd; and are 
generally ſo fat and heavy, as, in caſe of being chated; to 

tire immediately on the firſt onſet. And indeed, of this 
ſpecies of antilope, the males are always the fatteſt and : 
largeſt in the herd, and have evidently a fuller neck than = 
the others; it is likewiſe theſe, that the hunter ſingles out 

and is ſure to come up with firſt. I have been aſſured by 
ſeveral people, that ſome of the younger and fleeter, but 
at the ſame time fatter ſort of bucks, will ſometimes, when 

they are hard run, drop down dead during the chaſe; and _ 

that melted fat, as it were, together with the blood, would 

at that time guſh out of their noſtrils 
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1776. Being on a hunting- party on our way home, and ob- 
- January | 
28 5 ſerving a young buck of the elk-antilope ſpecies, a farmer 
who was along with us, ſent off his ſon, a lad about twenty. 
years old, as being the ligheſt, as well as the beſt mounted 
of us all, to give chaſe to it; and by ſo doing, procured 
me likewiſe no ſmall degree of Pleaſure, as long as I could 

get to view the chaſe, which was for the ſpace of more 

— than a quarter of an hour. In conſequence of their dif- 
| tance from me, and the great rate at which they went, the 
legs of the horſe, as well as thoſe of the elk, being ſcarcely 

. perceptible, both the ſportſman and his game ſeemed to 
fwim, or fail, as it were, over the hills and plains, while 

they were mutually endeavouring to get to the windward 

of each other. In fact, the young huntſman had more 
than once the advantage in this point; but in order to pro- 
long the pleaſure of the chaſe, and buoyed up by the am- 
bitious hopes of being able to tire out his game, and after- 
wards drive it back to us, he purpoſely neglected ſeveral 
opportunities that offered of jumping off his horſe, (as the 
ſportſmen here are uſed to do) and ſhooting the flying foe. 
Beſides, the air was now tolerably calm; and in this caſe, 

the animal in general does not ftrive ſo pertinaciouſly to 

get to the windward of its purſuers, as at other times; fo 

that there have been inſtances known of ſpirited and alert 
ſportſmen who, for their own pleaſure, as well as becauſe 

it was more convenient, have hunted elk-antilopes and other 
gazels, and driven them back, for many miles together, 
from the open plains, on to their own doors, before they 
have thought it worth while to fire their pieces at them. 

But to return to our ſporeſinary; : in the * of about two 

— hours 
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hours he comes back, wearied and confuſed, and pleading %%, 


in his excuſe that, having fired at the beaſt and wounded — 4 


it, though not mortally, it had eſcaped into a cloſe thicket, 
while he was occupied in adjuſting his faddle, which had 
got loofe ; together with other excuſes of that nature. He 
likewiſe added, that while he was chaſing the animal, he 
could plainly perceive a bloody froth exſuding from its 
neck, along with the white foam which appears on moſt 
animals on their being hard run. This exſudation, or ſweat- 
ing of blood, does not appear to me in the leaſt improba- 
ble; however, I will not by any means pledge myſelf for 
the truth of it; as, being ſo very unuſual a circumſtance, 
it ought to have been ſeen from a ſmaller diſtance, and con- 
firmed by the teſtimony of ſeveral people, before it could be 
credited. Every body, however, in this country was firmly 
of opinion, (and, as it appears to me, not without reaſon) 
that although game of this kind, and hunted almoſt as hard 
as this, might eſcape for the preſent, they would however 
ſoon after grow ſtiff in their joints and die; or at leaſt be 
ſo diſabled, that the next time they were chaſed either by 
ſportſmen or wild beaſts, they would the more eaſily be- 
come a prey to them. The caſe is quite otherwiſe with 
horſes, which are always prevented by their maſters from 
drinking, or from being otherwiſe cooled too ſoon, when 
they are warm. Nevertheleſs, almoſt all horſes that have 
been much uſed in hunting, are pretty much ſpavined, and 
ſometimes are very {tiff in their joints, and flow in their 
paces, till, previouſly to their being taken out a hunting 
again, they have been ridden out a little, and their limbs, 
by this means, rendered pliable. One of our company 
Ee 2 5 "> Had 
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had a large 8 as thin as a grey-hound,——which 
was very much foundered. This horſe, however, when 
it had got warm, was one of the ſwifteſt Jever ſet eyes on. 

Neither are theſe hunting- parties without their difficul- 
ties, and even danger for the hunters themſelves; as be- 
ſides that they cannot help ſometimes being carried by their 
horſes through coppices and thickets, (in Which caſe their 


legs are ſcratched, and the ſkirts of their coats torn by the 


buſhes) and are obliged to leap over pits and rivulets, neither 
can they entirely avoid ſinking now and then into the 
holes and ſubterraneous paſſages, which are dug in the earth 
by the various kinds of animals I have deſcribed above. In 
chaſing the elk-antilope near little Fi river in our way 


home on the firſt of February, I had the misfortune to 


have my horſe, which was galloping full ſpeed, fink with 
- his fore feet into the ground ; in conſequence of which 
he, as it appeared to me and my companions in the chaſe, 
tumbled over head and heels, (gat over de hop.) I myſelf 
was thrown, with my gun in my hand, to a great diſtance 
from him, and was particularly hurt in both my wriſts, of 
which I had not the perfect uſe of for a long time. The 
gun, though it was cocked, did not go off in the fall. As 


ſoon as my horſe. came up, he galloped home again to our 


waggons, Which were in ſight, ſo that I had the additional 
mortification of being obliged to return on foot; a circum- 
ſtance, which, in the caſe of hunting the buffalo or the 
lion, might have been attended with ſtill worſe conſequences. 
My companions were ſo eager and intent on the chaſe, that 


they all rode on without giving themſelves the trouble to 


ſee whether I wanted any aſſiſtance or no. 
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The elk-antilopes, haven” are none of them ſo fleet as 
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the hartbeeſts; the hide likewiſe of the neck, particularly of S 


that of the male, is thicker and tougher than either the 


hide of this latter- or that of the common ox; and is looked 


upon, next to the buffalo's hide, to be the fitteſt for halters 


for oxen, traces for waggons, field-ſhoes, and the like uſes. 


The female has horns, like the male, but ſmaller ; though 


theſe, as well as thoſe of the male, are uſed by the Hotten- 
| tots, both men and women, for tobacco-pipes, in the man- 
ner I have before mentioned at page 2 30, Vol. I. (ſee like- 


wiſe Plate I. fig. 3. of the ſame volume.) There is no 


porus ſebaceus, or ceriterus, at the corner of the eye of 
this animal, as there is in the eye of the nu and of the 


hartbeet. I obſerved a very ſingular circumſtance in the 


laſt elk-antilope we ſhot, which was, that on each fide of 
its eight front teeth, there was a cartilaginous proceſs ex- 
actly reſembling a tuſk. Theſe proceſſes were ſomewhat 


flexible and elaſtic; in fact, they did not ſeem at all adapted 


to maſtication, to that it was difficult to conjecture for what 
purpoſe they. were intended by nature. In the live young 


elk that I made a drawing of, it did not once enter into 
my thoughts to examine how things Were ſituated with - 


reſpect to this procels. 

EKsoedoe is the name given by the coloniſts to a beautiful 
tall gagel with long and ſlender ſhanks, which is larger, 
though much leſs clumſy and heavy, than the - antilobe. 
The horns too of the #oedoe, beſides that the ſpiral twiſt on 
them is more deeply emboſſed, and is embelliſhed with a 
ſingularly prominent edge, or rib, are twice as long as the 


horns of the elk. M. DE — 5 who has ſeen the horns 
* 
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only of both theſe animals, has, as I have already men- 
tioned, miſcalled the Ei- antilope by the name of coudou; 


which however properly belongs to the animal I am now 


to condoma; a circumſtance which probably proceeded from 


the letter to which M. BuFFoN refers, having been ill Writ- 


ten, or elſe from his having made a miſtake in reading it; 


fo that either in one cafe or the other, they turned the 


letter # in coudos topſy turvy, and made an ꝝ½ of it. He 
was obliged to alter the termination alſo, otherwiſe we ſhould 
have had two very different animals with - the ſame name. 
By this means, likewiſe, the e/t-antzilope ran the riſk of 


85 ene the long ſtately horns of the #o2doe. 


Neither has M. HouTTUyYN been more fortunate in his 
Natuurlyke Hiftorie, Vol. III. p. 267, in which he claſſes 
them with. the ſheep. Excepting the horns, the whole of 
the figure he has given in Tab. XXVI. I. c. is good for 
nothing. Our great countryman LiNNzus has been ſo 


far miſled, as to refer to it in his Sen of Nature for the 


figure of the ovis repſiceros; though the body they have | 
put to the horns (which, however, never belonged to it) 
is certainly not like that of a ſheep. A better figure is 


given in the Nowv. Deſcrip. du Cap de B. Eſperance, page 


41, 42, the author of which aſſures us, that it was taken 
from the life. In the mean time I muſt confeſs, that I 
had no cognizance whatever of the beard : I will not ven- 
ture, however, to diſpute the point very tenaciouſly, as I ſaw 
theſe animals alive but twice in the courſe of my hunting 

expeditions, though, indeed, that was at no great diſtance. 
M. PaLLAs, Who had examined the head of a koedoe, re- 
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marks in Spic. I. p. 1—T17, that the #oedpe has no veard; 1 
and therefore cannot be the capra anonyma of KOLBE. . 
Mr. PENNANT, who in his Hiſtory of 2yadrupeds, Vol. I. 

P. 77, has accurately deſcribed the #oedoe under the name 

of the /triped antilope from ſeveral ſkins of this animal, 
and who refers to the above-mentioned figure in the Nov. 
Deſcript. du Cap, as being a good one, is quite ſilent with 
reſpe& to the beard. I have ſome time before aſſerted in 
the Swediſh Tranſactions for 1779, p. 157, that the male 
of the Foedoe had no horns; a circumſtance which had 

not been remarked before by any zoologiſt, and which I 
would wiſh to confirm in this place ; with the additional 
remark, that the porus ceriferus, which in a number of 
gagels is placed below the eye, is wanting in the Foedoe. 
Concerning this point I aſſured myſelf, by inſpecting the 
body of a fawn of one of the animals dana after 

it was ſhot. 

— The predominant colour in this fawn's ſkin, which 1 
brought home with me, is a ruſty brown; the ridge of the 
back is likewiſe partly inclined to brown and partly to white; 
but the ftripes which go from it downwards, to the number 
of eight or nine, are white; the hind part of the belly is of 
a white colour, which extends ſtrait downwards on the fore 
part of the hind legs in the form of a white liſt, terminat- 
ing a hand's breadth above the hoofs ; but directly above 
them on all the fore feet there is a white ſpot, compoſed, 
as it were, of two; the fetlock-joints are extremely ſmall, and 
the part below each of them is of a brown colour. On the 
breaſt again, there are likewiſe ſome dark brown marks. 

The forehead and the fore — of the noſe are — 
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rw upper lip, on the knees, and on each ſide of the fore legs; 


_ gether juſt above the noſe; upon each of the cheek-bones 


running ſo ſlowly ; for the female, which is free from this 


male: ſo that I cannot conceive the reaſon, why nature has 
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the lower lip is white, and there. is ſome white: on the 


a white ſtripe half an inch long runs forward from the in- 
ternal angle of each eye, and theſe ſtripes almoſt meet to- 


there are two ſmall white ſpots; the inner edges of the 
ears are covered with white hairs, and the upper part of 
the neck is adorned with a brown ' mane an inch long. 
From the tall and {lender form of the #oedve, I had con- 
ceived it to be a very {wift-footed animal; but I have been 
aſſured by two coloniſts, that in this reſpect it is not only 
very moderate, but likewiſe ſoon tires; ſo that it is more 
eaſily overtaken by the hounds than any other gazel : On 
the other hand, the males with their long horns defend 
themſelves with great ſpirit againſt their foe, when he comes 
to cloſe quarters with them. I cannot by any means ſup- 
poſe, that the large horns of the male are the cauſe of its 


_— 


burthen, is not looked upon to be ſwifter of foot than the 


denied her the power of extricating herſelf from danger, 
both by means of her head and of her feet. 

On the 29th of January, being on our way homewards, 
we came very cloſe upon ſeven or eight koedoes, one of 
which, not placing any dependence on its legs, fled for 
refuge into the river, where it got entangled in the weeds 
and graſs that floated on the ſurface, and was ſeized and 
worried to death by our hounds. Afterwards two of our 
Hottentots ſwam to it, and cut off ſeveral ſlices from it. 
I found the fleſn much of the ſame nature with that of the 


bartieef, 
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hartheeft, but the marrow was, at leaſt in my opinion, ex- 


tremely delicious. The #oedoe is ſaid to live more on 
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ſhrubs and buſhes, than any other of the gazels I have 


before mentioned. A ſportſman, in whoſe preſence I Was 
making mention of the cartilages of the elk-antilope which 


reſemble tuſks, informed me, that the n. had 9 
* of the ſame kind. 
Kuen by e name of pines fr or Aae. How im- 
Proper an appellation this is in many reſpects Dr. FoksTER 


has already taken notice, in his Voyage round the World, 
Vol. I. page 84. The horns are very well delineated in 


BUFFON, Tom. XII. Tab. XXXIII. Fig. 3. and there is a 


beautiful figure of the whole animal in the Nouv. Deer p. I 


Page 50, where the name of pajan, which had been given 
it by M. DE BUFFON, is retained. M. PaLLas, who, in 


his Spic. Zool. Faſc. I. pag. 14, hath called it the antilope 


bezoartica, has thought proper to alter the name in his 
Faſc. XII. page 16 and 17, to that of antilope oryx. Mr. 
PENN ANT has deſcribed this gaze under the denomination 


of Egyptian, vid. his Synopſis of Wyadrupeds, page 25 ; and 


his Ht. of 2yadrupeds, p. 67. M. HouTTUYN likewiſe 
by bis Fig. r. Tab. XXIV. which: LINNus refers to for 
his capra gagella, probably meant the Cape cbamois. In 
all probability, this animal is peculiar to the north-weſtern 


part of the colony; for in the tracts of country I travelled 


through, I neither ſaw nor heard any thing of it. At Cape 


Town, however, the horns are not very ſcarce. I have one 


under my care in the cabinet of the Royal Academy, which 
is of a blackiſh colour, about three feet long, and almoft 
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perfectly fir at, the lower half of it at the ſame t time being 
diſtinguiſhed by twenty or more craggy wavy rings pro- 
jecting above the ſurface. The upper half is ſmooth, and 
goes off tapering by degrees to a ſharp point, the diameter 
of the baſe being about an inch and a half. In other re- 
ſpects, this creature is deſcribed both by Mr. PENNANT, 


F 


and in the above-mentioned compilation, as being of an 


aſh- colour ſomewhat inclining to red; the belly, legs, and 
face are white; but the ſpaces juſt 0 and round about 


the horn, together with the fore part of the upper extre- 


mity of the noſe, and the lower part of the forehead, are 
black, or black bordering upon brown; there alſo goes 
from the eyes to the chin a browniſh black ſtripe, which 
is connected by another of the ſame kind with the above- 


mentioned ſpot on the noſe and forehead. This animal is 


likewiſe ſaid to be of a dark colour on the ſhoulders, a little 
on the fore part of the legs, on thoſe parts where the belly 
terminates in the ſides, on the tail itſelf, and all along the 
back and the neck. The tail ſeeras to reach to the hocks, 

and the hoofs appear to be of an uncommon length; ſo, 


at leaſt, - they. are repreſented in the figures alluded to 


above. 


KOLBE $ deſcription of his elk (called 25 elenn-thiep. in 
the German edition, p. 145, anſwers better in ſome ſort 
to this gaze! than to that which is actually known at 
the Cape by this name, and of which I have given a 
deſcription ; but whichever of theſe two it is that KoLBEER 
means, his deſcription is faulty at all events, and the 


weight he mentions, viz. 400 Ib. is under the real weight. 


of the animal. But be that as it will, there is the moſt 
manifeſt 
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manifeſt abſurdity in KoLBE“s aſſertion, that an animal of — ral 
ſuch a weight as this ſhould be caught i in a ſpringe with a 
{mall cord, and drawn up into the air. N 
The Yaaurv- bolt is alſo one of the large ſpecies of rauben 
which, probably, are only to be found in the ſame . diſtrict 
with the gase juſt deſcribed; excepting, perhaps, a ſingle | 
one, which may happen now and then by great chance to 
ſtray from theſe parts: for at Xrakeel-rivier, I found they 
had preſerved a ſkin of this animal. The colour of this 
creature when alive is ſaid to reſeinble that of blue velvet, 
but when it is dead it is of a leaden colour. There is a 
beautiful figure of it by the name of the Tzeiran, to be 
ſeen at p. 58 of the compilation I have frequently referred 
to. On this ſubject the reader may likewiſe turn to Mr. 
 PenNanT's blue antilope, and M. PALLas's antilope leuco- 
phea; which is thus called by the latter gentleman, from the 
_ circumſtance of its being marked with a large white ſpot 
juſt before and beneath each eye. The hairs on the belly are 
long and white; the tail is ſhort ; the horns go backwards 
with a curve, being decorated with about twenty-four rings 
to three-fourths of their height ; but the uppermoſt quar- 
ter is ſmooth, and goes off tapering by degrees to a point. 
The bonte-bok, (the painted or pied goat) called by 
Mr. PENNANT the harneſed antilope, and by M. PALLAs 
antilope [cripta, 1 have already mentioned in Vol. I. page 
129, as being ſomewhat leſs than the bartbeeſ}; and again 
at page 277, as being larger than the bo/ch-bok. The bonte- 
bok is not to be found any farther to the eaſtward of the 
Cape than Zevellendam; but a farmer who had been in the 
country of Tambuki, informed me, that he had there again 


F f 2 ER ſeen 


220 


1776. 
January. 


the eye, belong the following: 
The 3o/cb-bok, or antilope /ylvatica, Fon” ereckis 1. I 


and 173, and have given the figure of in Plate II. of this 


by the arguments I have made uſe of to this purpoſe in the 
Swediſh Tranſactions, the great Engliſh PLiNy, whoſe 
admirable Hiſtory of Quadrupeds I have fo often quoted in 


and have given the figure of it in Plate VI. of this volume. 


better known than this, may be found in the reſpective 
 defriptions of each of them, or in ſome of the authors 
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ſeen bonte-boks, thou gh ſomewhat different from the above- 
mentioned. TE 192 


The 874, which I have deſcribed above at Pages 132, 1 5 2, 


volume, I reckon, with {ſtill greater confidence than I did 
before, among the large gazels of Africa; ſince induced 


theſe ſheets, has likewiſe thought Jes to refer the gnu 
to the gaze/ Kids”: 


To the ſmaller African gazels, (which, indeed, has been 
already treated of) having no porus ceriferus underneath 


quetris ſpiralibus, corpore fuſco, albo maculato, cauda breviſi- 
ma. This animal I have already ſpoken of at page 270, Vol. I. 


As the ſpecific difference of the other Casel which are 


there quoted, I chooſe to omit the inſertion of them here, 
in order to avoid prolixity; particularly as it would be of 
no uſe, excepting with refpect to the making out of the 
nomenclature of the whole genus. 
The ſpring- bol, or the bounding goat, (vid. page 83 to 
page go, and Plate V. of this volume) is called by M. Pal. 
LAS, in his Faſc. XII. page 15, the antilape pygargus. 
Beſides the gazels above-mentioned, there are ſeveral 
others of which I am not able to give the zoologiſts ſo good 


an account as they may require of me. I conceive, never- 
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theleſs, that the enumerating of them here will not be * 


wholly uſeleſs, as by this means the attention of naturaliſts 
and travellers may be turned to them in a particular man- 


ner, ſo that ſome light may at length be thrown on this 
principal branch of zoology, which has been ſo much 
hitherto involved 1 in darkneſs. Theſe animals are. the fol- 


lowang : 


The predominant colour of it is an aſh-colour, ſomewhat 


reſembling that of a hare, but a little inclining to red; the 


belly and anus are white, as well as the under part of the 
tail, which is very ſhort ; the horns are black, quite ſtraight, 


and in poſition, form and ſubſtance, very like thoſe of the 
| gemſe bok, but are barely a foot long, and proportionally 


very ſmall, conſequently very taper at the end and ſharp- 


The ree-bok | 18 A gregarious animal, two feet i in hoight. 


: E 


pointed; for which reaſon the Hottentots frequently keep 


them by them, and uſe them as awls or bodkins for the 


purpoſe of boring holes, when they make or repair their 
ſhoes or cloaks. The hair likewiſe of this creature ſeems | 


to be ſofter and finer than common. The fleſh of it is 
dry, and is accounted worſe than that of any other gazel. 
This animal was not uncommon in Hortentots Holland, 
Artaquas-kloof, and Lange-hloof. I muſt own, however, that 
have drawn up the account I have juſt given of this animal, 


from memory only, as I had the misfortune to loſe the 


original deſcription, together with the drawing. In a 


joerney like mine, loſſes of this kind are not to be won- 


dered at. At times, when I was wet through with heavy 


ſhowers of rain, or in conſequence of having forded a 


river, 
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river, a paper or two that I had about me, I neceſſarily 
Have been in the ſame predicament. The overturning of 
our waggon likewiſe, eſpecially at night, which happened 
at two different times, was of no great ons to my col- 
Walen particularly 5 e ieee 26005 ©: = 
The riet, (or reed) reecbob, 1 ſaw but once, ahd then I 
Had but a haſty glimpſe of it, as it ran by me. This was 
during my reſidence at Agzer Bruntjes-boog Ze, and it was 
there only that I heard any mention of this creature. It 
generally keeps concealed among the reeds and marſhy 
places, and is thought to reſemble a little the animal laſt 
deſcribed, from which' two circumſtances -it has obtained 
the name it bears. It is, however, twice as big as the 


__ree-bok; they are monogamous, or keep only in pairs, and, Ml 


if 1 remember Ry” the females are ſaid to be without 
Horns. | 
Notwithſtanding all the preſents and offers I have made 
to my correſpondents at the Cape, they have not yet ful- 
filled their promiſes of ſending me the ſkins of theſe two 
animals, which are probably a ſpecies of the capra or GA- 
Zz EL genus, hitherto entirely unknown. | 
The vlakſteen-bok was the name given at Agter Bruner 
hoogte to animals (probably of the gazel kind) two feet in 


height, which uſed, in ſome ſort, to herd together on the 
vlaltes, or plains, though for the moſt part diſperſed and 
at a diſtance from each other. I hkewiſe ſaw this crea- 
ture twice on my journey homeward through the deſert. 
Though when at a certain diſtance, it did not appear in 
the leaſt ſhy, it always took care, however, not to let any 


of us come within gun-ſhot of it. It muſt conſequently 
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be hunted down on horſeback, except the ground is too- , 7776: 


anuary. 


ſtoney and rough. The colour of it was a very pale-red or, 


a mouſe- colour, (colore murino) on which account it was 
likewiſe ſaid to be called by ſome the bleek-bok, or vaale ree- 
bok. It is more clumſy and unwieldy than the r2e-b0k, and 
in its form more reſembles the animal commonly called the 


ſteen-bok at the Cape. 


The animals called by the coloniſts ems Bal, A 
duyker-bok, and ęlipſpringer, are about two feet high, be- 


ing probably of the gaze/ kind, and are not uncommon 
But for this very reaſon, and in conſe- 


near the Cape. 
quence of my having been frequently impeded by my bo- 
tanical reſearches, I deferred the inveſtigation of theſe ani- 


mals till it was too late, as my departure for Europe took 
place much ſooner than 1 expected. 


It is ſome. conſolation 
to me, however; to reflect, that this loſs may eaſily be re- 


paired; and, indeed, more than repaired, by ſomebody elſe: 
perhaps we may expect that favour from Meſſrs. FoRsTERs, 


who, when at the Cape, were engaged in making draw- 
ings, together with accurate deſcriptions of theſe quadru- 
peds ; for which reaſon likewiſe, I even then conſidered 
my reſearches into this matter as being the more ſuper- 


fluous. In the mean time, however, I muſt obſerve, that I am 
perfectly convinced that theſe animals are of {ſpecies diſtinct . 


from each other, and that the females have no horns ; and, 
it I remember right, they have all a porus ceriferus below 
the eye, except, according to what I was told, the duyher- 
%. The fleſh too of this laſt animal was alſo {aid to be very 
ary and tough, when compared with that of the others, 
which I taſted of, and which appeared to me, with reſpect 
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SV en to the fleſh of the hare. 

The /eeen-bok is of a reddiſh colour, with a white PI 
over its eyes, and is probably a variety of Mr. PENNANT'S 
be” antilope. Hiſt. of Quadrupeds, p. 76. 
The grys-bok is of a greyiſh colour, with black ears, and 
a large black ſpot round the eyes, being probably the 4. 
 Brimmia in Spicil. Zoolbg. I. p. 8. Tab. III. 5 
The #liphpringer is of a light red colour, inclining to el. 
low, and intermixed with black ſtreaks; the tips and edges 

of its ears are black. The tails of theſe animals were very 
ſhort; the horns of all the males, if I remember right, are 
rather ſhorter than their ears, being in ſome meaſure 
ſtraight, and at the ſame time round, ſmooth, ſharp-pointed, 
black, and ſtanding at a great diſtance from each other, 
though probably they vary in their poſition. The - 
fpringer has obtained the name it bears, from the circum- 
ſtance of its running with the greateſt volocity, and mak- 
ing large bounds even on the ſteepeſt precipices and in the 
| moſt rocky places; ſo that, like the other two, it cannot be 
eaſily caught with hounds. In this reſpect it reſembles Mr. 
PENNANT's ſwift antilope, I. c. As for the duyler- bol, or 
diving goat, I have only had a fingle glimpſe of it. The 
colour of it ſeemed to be dark brown, and its manner of 
running in the higheſt degree ſingular; as the animal would 
make a bound at intervals, riſing in its leap with its neck 
erect, and in its deſcent bringing it down between its legs, 
and then continuing its courſe on the ground. This, per- 
haps, among the buſhes, had * 2Pearance of diving, 
and gave riſe to its name. 
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aper or dabbmm, reſide in conſiderable numbers in the 33 
woody part of the mountain, at the foot of which runs 


little Vſcb-rivier. They are ſaid to have long canine teeth 
or taſks, and to be very ſwift of foot, nimble, ſtrong, and 
difficult to kill, ſo that they will ſometimes even force the 
tigers to quit. their hold, and part with 
hounds at a dear rate. 


ſeveral baboons made their appearance very near the farm 
where we were lodged, I perſuaded my hoſt to ſet his dogs 
upon them. One of theſe baboons, which ſeemed rathei 
in years and inaCtive, and perhaps was not able to reach 


the mountains ſo ſoon as the reſt, took refuge in a low tree 
My piece was at this time loaded with 


down in the plain. 
what they call /een-bok ſhot, or ſhot about the ſize of a 
common pea; and with theſe, at the diſtance of fifteen 
paces only, I Hit the animal in the left breaſt ; notwith- 
| ſtanding which, the creature, though mortally wounded, 
was able to ſtay in the tree ſeveral minutes, and during 
that time did not utter the leaſt cry or groan. At laſt, 
when it was obliged to quit its hold on the tree, the 
dogs fell upon it before it came to the ground. I now 
found that there was very good foundation for what I had 


On This naxctattt che colonies 3 are 
not very fond of hunting them. One day, however, when 


been formerly told, viz. that there was no ſpecies of hunting 


in which the dogs ſhew ſo much fury and malice as in the 


chaſe of monkies or baboons; ours having wounded the 
animal in a moſt terrible manner, before they could be 
made to quit it. The head of this creature very much re- 
ſembled that of a dog, and its tuſks were about half an 
inch long; the colour of the hair was a yellowiſh brown; 
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the tail was nearly as long as the body, and was terminated 


WT Hf a tuft of hair, ſo that in this reſpect it reſembled the tail 
of the lion. The whole length of the animal from head 
to foot was five feet; its colour was the common baboon 
colour, or a mixture bf yellow and brown. It is probable, 
that this baboon is the mia cynocephalus of the Syfiema 


| Nature; though the cauda focco/a of this animal is not 


taken notice of in the diferentia ſpect ifica, as the tails of 


ſuch monkies as are kept in a ſtate of confinement are 
uſually cut ſhort by their Keepers. In the courſe of my 
journey I accidentally ſaw a young baboon or two with crop- 


ped tails, which were kept chained up, and were ſaid to 
be natives of the Cape colonies; but they had not a dog's 
[noſe and large tuſks like this, ſo that they probably formed 


a diſtinct ſpecies; neither had they ſuch a dark colour as 


Mr. PENNaNnT deſcribes in his urſine ' baboon, which he 


ſuppoſes came from the Cape. The ſkin of the monkey 
I had ſhot, had been too ill uſed by the dogs to- be worth 
preſerving; but curious to know, what this animal, in fo 
many reſpects reſembling the human race, fed upon in his 


wild ſtate, I opened his ſtomach, and found it filled with 


a ſubſtance like ſpinach, cut ſmall and ſtewed: this ani- 
mah, in all probability, eats likewiſe certain bulbs and roots, 
like the Bo/hies-men ; though at that time at leaſt, its diet 
did not appear to 9 of a mixture of different ſubſtances, 
neither fruit nor berries of any ſort being to be found in 
theſe parts, at leaſt not in that quantity as to deſerve to be 
ranked among the articles on which theſe animals ſubſiſted. 
They were not in the leaſt ſuſpected of living upon animal 
food; beſides, it is "_ known, at m ſorts of mon- 
| Eies, 
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vegetables, and upon ſuch food are briſk and lively; for, 
which reaſon, as one can ſcarcely entertain ſo ill an opinion 
of M. DE BUFFON, conſidering him as a naturaliſt and author 
of a conſiderable number of large volumes on the ſubject of 
zoology, as to ſuppoſe him ignorant of the circumſtance of 
moſt of the monkey tribe obſerving in general a vegetable 
diet, or of the great reſemblance between the viſcera of 
theſe creatures and thoſe of man; for this reaſon I ſay, it 
is difficult to conceive, what could induce this celebrated 
author to aſſert, that animals which have only one ſtomach 
and ſhort inteſtines, are obliged, like man, to feed upon 
fleſh ? Les animaux qui mont quiun eftomac, & les inteſtins 
court, ſont forces, comme Homme, a Jen nourrir de chair. 1 
(Burrod, Tom. VII. p. 36.) FO TY 
In fact, muſt it not likewiſe inevitably follow: from this 
poſition, that the Thinoceros and horſe, which, i in like man- 
ner, have one ſtomach, with inteſtines very ſhort in pro- 
portion, ſhould be obliged, like man, to live upon Heth 7? 
M. DE BUFFON, indeed, in order farther to enforce his 
opinion, adviſes us, 1. c. to compare the bowels of ani- 
mals with each other : but to ſay the truth, it 1s, very un- 
fortunately for him, preciſely this compariſon, which when 
made between man, the ape, the rhinoceros, and the horſe; 
or again, between the diminutive fructivorous ape, eee, 
Tom. XV. and thoſe carnivorous animals the couguar and 
lynx, Tom. IX. or the wolf, Tom. VII. militates againſt 
him. We likewiſe find this learned author, who is him- 
ſelf, perhaps, fonder of animal than of vegetable food, at 
Page 32 and the Flo Wing pages of Tom. VII. urging in 
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the ſtron geſt manner the indiſpenſable neceſſity that man- 
kind is under of taking animal food; and in one place he 
breaks out in this manner, Were man reduced to the ne- 


ceſity of living on bread and vegetables alone, he would 


ſcarceiy be able to ſupport life in a weak and languiſhing con- 


dition.“ From aſſertions like theſe one is almoſt induced to 


ſuſpect, that this ample and voluminous hiſtorian of the 


animal kingdom, has acquired but a flight and ſuperficial 


knowledge of the human race; and that, preferring elo- 


quence and paradox to ſolid argument, he is at any time 
more likely to adopt falſhood and error, than to arrive at 
truth. For, allowing that the Bramins, who ſubſiſt without 
animal food, or rather, as M. DE BUFFON will have it, a 
particular ſect than a peculiar race of people, ſtill, however, 
they are men, who live and propagate their ſpecies, and 


are certainly by no means in a weakly and debilitated ſtate. 
1 have been told, that a great part of the poor in China 
ſubſiſt, and that tolerably well, upon rice alone. The lower 


claſs of inhabitants in the South-Sea, (the 7 atails) and even 
thoſe of the higher claſſes, uſed to beg meat of us, as it was 


a great rarity with them and though many of theſe could 


very ſeldom get at any fiſh, and even that but in ſmall 
quantities, they nevertheleſs throve very well on this chiefly 
vegetable diet, and were ſo ſtout and robuſt as, not to men- 


tion other proofs of their ſtrength, for the ſake of a glaſs 


bead or a nail, frequently to diſpute with each other which 
of them ſhould carry ſome of us carnivorous Europeans 


on their backs over places, which we could not have other- 


wiſe paſſed without being wet- ſhod. This office they per- 
formed ſo well, as never once to ſtumble in pretty rapid 
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dreads with rough gravelly b battoms, though at the "PIN 
time the water reached up to their middles, and we fate 
aſtride upon their ſhoulders with our guns in our hands. 
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The wretched. iſland, called Eaſter Iſland, is a very con- 


vincing proof, that human nature can accuſtom itſelf to be 
content with very little nouriſhment; for though we walk 
ed quite acroſs the iſland, and explored a conſiderable part 
of it, we could ſee no more than one little boat, which, by 


the bye too, was very much patched up and cobled; neither 


could we find timber enough to make another like it; ſo 
that I do not know what could induce Capt. Coo to affirm 


that they had three or four boats. Neither did we obſerve 


any kind of fiſhing-tackle in the leaſt, nor any ſigns, that 
the inhabitants were uſed to get their food from the ſea or 
its hore. They had, indeed, ſome cocks and hens, but 
as theſe were but ſmall and very tame, and at the ſame 
time ſo far from being numerous, that we ſcarcely ſaw 
fifty of them in a place containing ſeven or eight hundred 


people, we may with great propriety aſſert, that there 


were many perſons in this iſland who -ſubſiſted almoſt, if 


not quite, without animal food of any kind whatſoever. 
There were ſome roots there, it is true; but as theſe were 
not extremely. plentiful, and are held in abhorrence in the 


other iſlands, 1 do not know, whether the reaſons given. 


by Capt. Cook are ſufficient to induce one to ſuppoſe, that. 
the inhabitants of this ifland uſed them as food ; 3 and in 


caſe they did, they would ſeldom be able to make a good 


meal of them. It is true, that theſe people were almoſt 
all of them lank and lean ; but then it muſt be conſidered 


likewiſe, that there was. alſo a Very great ſcarcity of vege- 
tables; 


| 1776. 
7X 8 


AA vio NE Tio TH x 


avs ; ; as the vegetable produce of the. bein country 
hardly conſiſted of twenty plants, among which the piſang, 
yams, ſweet potatoes, © -and the Tagar cane, were the chief 


articles which it appeared to me they could make uſe * 
On the other hand, theſe people were agile, and as ſwift 


as goats, and ſeemed to be very healthy. Their ſtrength 
was not put to the trial; but that their vegetable food did 
not make them tardy in the performance of the Cyprian 


rites, an effect which M. DE BUFFON, at page 33, ſeems 
willing to attribute to it, the reader may be eaſily convinced 


by peruſing Pr. Foks TER s deſcription of the Meſſalina- 


| like temperament of the women. One of theſe, who had 


ſwam to our ſhip, when it was at a great diſtance from the 
ſhore, was ſaid, within the ſpace of- a few hours, to have 
ſuffered the embraces of ſeventeen of our failors and marines, 
before ſhe ſwam again to land. 

By way of farther refuting M. DE BUFFON's aſſertion 
with reſpect to the indiſpenſable neceſſity of an animal diet, 
we may obſerve, that in the Society Iſlands the inhabitants 


had no great ſuperfluity of meat for themſelves, much leſs 


had they any fiſh or fleſh to beſtow on their dogs; ſo that 
theſe creatures, which, according to M. DE BUFFON, parti- 
cularly came under the denomination of carnivorous ani- 
mals, might very properly be ſaid to be fed almoſt, if not 
entirely, on vegetable food alone. I had no reaſon, how- 
ever, to look upon them as being feeble and weak ; though, 
on the other hand, the roaſted ones which now and then 
appeared at our table, as well as at thoſe of the principal 
inhabitants, were convincing proofs of their being in ge- 
| neral fat and in good condition. Moreover, ſince our hounds 
Is in 
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a long time together extremely well with nothing elſe but 
flour and water, why ſhould not ſeveral ſorts of vegetables 
ſuffice for mankind? The ſlaves and the Boſhies-men at 


tle or no butter-milk, and at the ſame time live in parts 
by their maſters in good condition, almoſt. entirely with 


are very careful not to laviſh their ſheep on their ſlaves, 
theſe ſheep being very frequently the only articles by means 
of which in ſome farms they can procure a little ready caſh 


Spain we find, that the poor lived on 2ai2 and a ſort of 
phaſeolus, or kidney-bean; though thoſe which live nearer 
the town, now and then, at leaſt on Sundays, got a little meat. 


follows: „The poor people here have nothing to live 
upon but papas; theſe roots ftand them in the ſtead of all 
other nouriſhment. The Creoles prefer them to fowls 
and the fineſt fleſh meats.” Who. is there that does not 
know, how great a part cacao beans make of the food of 


of them, recover their fleth and ſtrength ? Nay, we have 
an inſtance of a ſhip's crew, which for two months had 


nothing but chocolate tor their JwOrde: and were very tet 
and well with it. 


in Europe, which certainly belong g more properly than man 
to the clafs of carnivorous animals, are often nouriſhed for 


the Cape, who are engaged in the ſervice of ſuch farmers 
as do nothing but graze ſheep, and conſequently have lit- 


where the game has been previouſly deſtroyed, are yet kept 
bread and other preparations of meal and flour; for they 


and pay their taxes. In THoMas Gacz's voyage to New 


In ULLoa's Voyage, Tom. I. p. 148, 149, we read as 


the inhabitants in the country where they grow; and how 
ſoon people of waſted and reduced conſtitutions, by means 


Now, notwithſtandin g that there are many Farr Fre les in 
Upper Egypt which live entirely upon dates, (vide HAssEI- 
 QUIST), p. 501) not to mention ſeveral other ſimilar in- 
ſtances, yet I will not look upon them as abſolutely con- 
clufive with reſpect to M. DE BurFoON; as this author, 
at page 33, 1. c. advances, that abſtinence from animal 
food would deſtroy the human race; or, at leaſt in our 
climate, would render it unfit for the propagation of its 
ſpecies, farther ſays, © It is poſſible, indeed, that a vege- 
table diet may be practicable in the ſouthern countries, 
where the fruits are riper, the herbs have more ſubſtance 
in them, the roots are more ſucculent, and the ſeeds con- 


tain more nouriſhment.” Setting aſide this gentleman's 


may be, 1 rather chooſe, by inſtances brought from Europe 
and our own climate, fully to refute his deluſive doctrines 
with reſpect to the abſolute neceſſity of an animal diet. I 
cannot, however, help remarking, en paſſant, in contra- 
diction to this author, that he has the leſs reaſon to con- 
ſider a vegetable diet as making a man unfit for propaga- 

tion, as the vegetable kingdom produces the greateſt quan- 
tity of ſubſtances which promote venery. Beſides a great 
many plants belonging to the gynandria claſs, together with 
"ſeveral others which might be enumerated, we have cho- 
colate and ſalep, which are known even by the more igno- 
rant part of mankind to be poſſeſſed of aphrodiſiac quali- 
ties: peas likewiſe, turneps, cabbages, and other flatulent 
vegetables, are looked upon as poſſeſſing theſe virtues in 
| ſome degree, and that not without foundation nor unwar- 
ranted by experience. This Pbilo gſopber, indeed, who is ſo 

much prejudiced againſt vegetable diet, might have learned 


even 
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even from the moſt illiterate, that certain vegetables exalted 5 ; 
by fermentation, as in the caſe of good wine and ale, in WL. 
proper doſes, augment, in this particular, n not only the velle 
but likewiſe the poſe, the inclination as well as the faculty. 
As to the greater degree of perfection aſcribed by M. DE 
I BuFFoN to the plants of the ſouthern countries, in compa- 
riſon with thoſe which grow in Europe, it is repugnant to 
all probability, as well as to what we know for certain.of 
the ceconomy of nature, which brings to as great perfec- 
tion the root, ſtem, leaves, and ſeed of a plant ſhe had 
intended for the Alps, as of one Winch ſhe has s planted 
under the line itſelf. 1 
One cannot in particular help wondering the more, that 
= DE Burro ſhould take it into his head, that the plants 
which grow in the ſouthern climates, have more ſubſtance in 
them than thoſe of France; as, according to the teſtimony of 
OLAFSON and ſeveral others, a buſhel of the Heben Ilandicus, 
or Iceland moſs, a plant produced in the moſt northern part . 
of Europe, is adequate to two buſhels of wheat; and, ass 
M. DE BUFFoN likewiſe ſuppoſes, that the roots in the 
ſouthern countries are more ſucculent than they are in the 
north, are we to take it for granted that he did not find 
the turneps in Burgundy ſufficiently juicy ? 
But the fact is, that as far as a knowledge of phyſiology 
and botany, and above all mature reflection, joined with a 
habit of method and arrangement, are requiſite in order to 
enable a man to form a right judgment concerning the fool | 
of animals, this great naturaliſt has in this place, as ens 
well as in many others, happened to ſtumble upon a ſub- 5 
ject, of which he is entirely ignorant: of this we have 5 | 
VorL. II. 5 „ ſufficient 
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1776. ſofficiens bun in the detracting aſperſions he has en 
January. 
cout againſt LINN &vs,. and his ſyſtem of botany, although 
this ſyſtem has been received by all good naturaliſts, 
M. DE BUFFoN, therefore, would have done better, had he 
kept to his uſual admeaſurements and prolix deſcriptions of 
animals, their ſkins, {keletons, and horns ; taking care, 
however, for the future, to make his' oliferirations in a 
more accurate manner than he has done with reſpect to 
the horns of oxen; on the ſubject of which he has hap- 
pened very unfortunately to make a capital blunder, as I 
ſhall be obliged to ſhew more at large a little farther on, 
when I come to treat of the camelopardalis. 
In the mean time, let us finiſh the diſcuſſion of the 
queſtion, in how far a man, at leaſt in France or Europe, 
(au moins dans ces pays, vide BUFFON, 1. c.) may be ſup- 
poſed to linger on through life in a weak and debilitated 
ſtate, or to be incapacitated for the propagation of his ſpecies, 
by living on vegetable food, ſuch as is likely to be found 
in theſe countries, e. g. potatoes, turneps, turnep-rooted 
cabbage, carrots, onions, aſparagus, ſcorzonera, ſkirrets, 
the lathyrus tuberoſus, ſallads, and cabbages of all kinds, 
artichokes, peas, beans, bread, puddings, and all the other 
various preparations of meal or corn, cheſnuts, almonds, 
apples, pears, and plums of all forts, melons, pumpkins, 
cucumbers, olives, dil, figs, grapes, berries of all ſorts, 
wine, beer, &c. | | 
The very mention of theſe ſeems to be a ſufficient proof 
of the abſurdity of M. Dx Burrox's opinion; but as he 
poſſibly will not give up the point without good authority 
being produced to the contrary, I ſhall firſt of all refer him 
| to 


%. 
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to his juſtly celebrated countryman TouRNEForT's excellent 1776. 
January. 

obſervations in the Levant, where he remarks, that the food 9 
of the inhabitants of certain diſtricts i in that part of the world 

conſiſted almoſt entirely of bread, figs, and grapes, with ſome- 

times raw cucumbers. Farther, M. DE BUFFON might have 

learned from Linnzus's Amœnitates Academicæ, Tom. I, Fj 

p. 137, that the athletæ of former times, whoſe principal 

occupation was wreſtling and fighting, for which purpoſe 

a ſtrengthening diet was doubtleſs requiſite, lived chiefly 
upon figs before it was the practice to eat fleſh, We are 
likewiſe told, 1. c. that the poor, who were ſet to watch the 
fig-trees and vineyards, grew plurap and fat in the ſpace of 
two months by feeding on theſe fruits, joined to a very ſmall 
La of bread ; 3 Ang that the foxes, which ag: an OPPOr- 
upon this diet, as to be uſed by ſome RP} as food. 

I have ſeen a great number of Da/ecarlians, who wrought 
for a long time together at a hard and laborious buſineſs, 
ſubſiſt almoſt entirely upon haſty- pudding and beer, with- 
out even a morſel of bread; neither was this in the leaſt 
conſidered by them as hard fare. I have alſo met with many 
poor cottagers in Up/andia, who for a long time together 
even wanted bread, particularly for their children, ſo that 
they were obliged to bring them up upon . and 

frumenty made without milk. 
Thoſe who in the above-mentioned province or elſe- 
| where have an opportunity of adding a little milk to their 
vegetable food, may nevertheleſs be conſidered as living 
nearly on a vegetable diet; as, according to M. GEoFFRO1, 
the conſtituent parts of milk are almoſt entirely the ſame 
Hh 2 5 — With 
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| ry. with thoſe of vegetables, According to the accounts given 
me by the Engliſh, many of the poor-people in Ireland live 
on potatoes only, with now and then a little milk; and a 
perſon who ſeveral years ago reſided. for a long time in 
Ruſſia aſſured me, that the common people in ſome places 
there lived entirely upon ſour-crout and groats ; and like- 
wiſe upon ſour bread, raw cucumbers, onions, falt, guaſs, 
and 7radakna, a diih conſiſting of oatmeal dried in the oven, 
and mixed up with water: ſo that out of thirty thouſand 
peaſants belonging to a certain nobleman who lived on the 
borders of Muſcovy, there were very few who had the 
opportunity of taſting either fleſh or fiſh four times a year, 
M. DE BUFFON may ſee, moreover, in HALLER, Tom. VI. 
Lib. XIX. a long lift of ſuch authors as have produced 
proofs and inſtances that mankind in Europe muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be able, and actually are able to go without animal 
food: and indeed, why ſhould it not be fo, as the ſame 
glutinous matter which is ſo peculiarly nouriſhing in the 
animal creation, is likewiſe found in vegetables? eſpe- 
cially as, to omit mentioning many other inſtances, it is 
well known, that the people who are condemned to work. 
in the gallies, as well as many others, can make ſhift with 
a certain portion of bread and water only ; and likewiſe, 
that the inhabitants of the Apennine Mountains live almoſt. 
entirely upon cheſnuts. | 
The utility of a diet conſiſting entirely of vegetables in 
the hy pochondriaſis, obſtinate gouts, and other ſtubborn. 
and pertinacious diſorders, has, moreover, of late been 
placed in a very clear light by Dr. W. GRAN T, in his E/ 
/a ay on the is Atrabilious Cons p. 399, and ſeq. in which 
, inſtances 


. 
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inſtances are given of its having not only greatly improved 


the patients' health, and given them freſh ſtrength and 


237 


1776. Fn, 
January. 


vigour, but made them, as it were, younger than before. 


In the ſame book too we are informed, that this diet may 
be ſafely had recourſe to by perſons far advanced in years; 
and that it needs to be continued for the ſpace of ſix weeks 


only, or two years at the fartheſt. 


The camelopardalis is, as I have ſaid above at p. 149 of 
this volume, the talleſt of all quadrupeds when meaſured at 


the fore-part of its body; and though it is only found in thoſe | 


parts of the colony that lie fartheſt towards the north-weſt, 


merits, however, an accurate deſcription, eſpecially in this place, 
along with the other animals of Africa. The lateſt and beſt 
accounts concerning the real form and other properties of 
this beaſt have been given to the public by the preſent 
Commandant at the Cape, Major Go DON, who ſhot one 


of theſe creatures in the diſtrict of Anamaquas; in conſe- 


quence of which, the public has been gratified with a very 


good drawing and deſcription of it by M. ALLAMAND, in 
his edition of M. DE BUFFoN's Hiſtory of Animals, Suppl. 
DE LA GIRAFFE, p. 46. Of this deſcription I ſhall here 


preſent my reader with an abſtract. 


The height of this animal, when it holds its neck ſtrait 5 
and erect, is, from the crown of the head to the ground, 
fifteen feet two inches; the length of it, from the cheſt: 
to the anus, five feet ſeven inches; from the top of the- 
ſhoulders to the ground about ten feet; but from the loins 
only eight feet two inches; a difference which proceeds 
partly from the length of the ſhoulder-blades, which are 


two feet ung, and e from a — proceſs of the firſt 
4 | vertebra. 
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| vertebra of the back, which projects above a, foot beyond 


ether the reſt. From the breaſt to the ground it meaſures five 


feet and a half; the neck, which is decorated with a mane 


like that of the zebra, 1s ſix feet long, and conſequently 


twice the length 'of the camel's; the head is above two 
feet in length, and fomewhat reſembles the head of a 

ſheep; the upper lip is rather larger and thicker than the 
under, but both of them are covered with ſtiff hairs ; the 
eyes of this creature are large and beautiful; its fOrectenth 
ſmall, and eight in number, and are only to be found in 
the lower jaw, though the animal has ſix grinders on both 


Aſides of each jaw. Directly before the horns there is a 


knob, which proceeds from an elevation of part of the 


cranium, and projects tWo inches above the ſurface ; and 5 
behind them, or in the crag of the neck, there are two imaller 


ones, which are formed by the ſubjacent glands; the horns | 
are ſeven inches long, i. e. a little ſhorter than the ears; 
they rather incline backwards, and are a little broader and 


\ rounded off at the ends, where they are encircled with long 


hairs, which reach beyond the horny part, forming a tuft. 


In fine, the horas are covered, like thoſe of other animals, 


with a cutaneous and hairy ſubſtance ; but the interior ſub- 


ſtance of them is ſaid to reſemble the heart or boney part 
of the horns of gazels and oxen, and to be proceſſes of 
the ſcull itſelf. On the horns of this beaſt, when aged, 
there have been obſerved ſmall irregular elevations, which 


M. ALLAMAND ſuppoſes to be the DUC as it were, of 


future branches. 


I be colour of this beaſt is a White ground, with large 
reddith W 0 W cloſe to each other; which 


— {pots, 
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ſpots, in the more aged animals, incline to a dark-brown 


or black, but in the others border upon the yellow. The 


tail is ſmall and flender, and is terminated by a large tuft 


Jan 


of very coarſe and moſtly black ſetaceous hairs ; the fore g 


parts of the hoofs are much higher than the back parts. 
This creature has no fetlocks, . as all other hoofed animals 
have. 


This animal when it t goes faſt does not limp, as Cond 
have imagined, but ſometimes paces, and ſometimes gal- 
lops. Every time it lifts up its fore feet it throws its neck 


back, which on other occaſions it holds erect; notwith- 
ſtanding this, it is by no means flow when purſued, as 
M. DE BuxyoN ſuppoſes it to be, but, on the contrary. it 
requires a fleet horſe to hunt it. - 


In eating the graſs from off the ground, it ſometimes 


bends one of its knees, as horſes do; and in plucking leaves 


and ſmall branches from high trees, it brings its fore-feet 
about a foot and a half nearer than uſyal to the hind 
feet. A camelopardalis which Major Gordon wounded in 
the leg, ſo that it could not raiſe itſelf. from the ground, 
nevertheleſs did not ſhew the leaſt ſigns of anger or re- 
ſentment ; but when its throat was cut, ſpurned. againſt 
the ground with a force far beyond that of any other ani- 
mal. The viſcera reſembled thoſe of gazels, but this 
animal had no porus ceriferus. The fleſh of the young 
ones is very good eating, but ſometimes has a ftrong 
flavour of a certain ſhrub, which 1s ſuppoſed to be a ſpe- 
cies of mimoſa. The Hottentots are particularly fond: of 
the marrow, and chiefly for the ſake of this hunt the 
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beaſt, and kill it with their poiſoned arrows. Of the {Kin R 
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_ 772.6: DK Burrox, who has very e en taken it into 
is head to, declare war not only againſt LINNAUs, but 
likewiſe againſt his diſciples, has, in a prolix introduc- 
tion to his Diſſertation upon the camelopardalis, (Grraffe, 

Tom. XIII.) in a peculiar manner inſulted the memory of 
Dr. HasSELQUIST, a man whoſe merit has ſhone conſpi- 
cuous in ſeveral different ſciences. School-boy, pedant, blun- 
derer, &c. are the terms, as-reproachful as unmerited, in 
which M. DE Buro ſpeaks of a man, who at too early a 
period, alas! for the intereſts of ſcience, . yet crowned 
with the applauſes of the literati of Europe, fell a victim 
to his zeal for natural hiſtory. I could ſincerely have 

_ wiſhed to have avoided this diſplay of M. DE BUFFoN's 
ungenerous conduct, that it might not reach to the know- 
| ledge of any others (beſides thoſe who are already ac- 

aquainted with the fact) how far, on occaſion of the deſcription 
.of the above-mentioned animal, he has forgot the language 
of a gentleman; but my reſpect for truth in general, and 

a wiſh to throw a light on my preſent ſubject, the hiſtory 
of animals, forbid me to be ſilent on this head. 

The reſpect likewiſe which I juſtly bear to M. Has- f 
SELQUIST, on account of his merit, and a full conviction 
of his innocence, call upon me to defend him; and that 
more particularly from the reproaches he has ſuſtain- 
ed for not having mentioned in his deſcription of the 
.camelopardalis, whether this animal ſheds its horns 
or not. If it be a fault in Dr. HASSELQUIST not to have 
mentioned what he could not poſſibly ſee, and not to have 


£ deſcribed, ; 
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deſcribed, like M. DE BUFFON, in the compleateſt manner, 
what he could not poſſibly know, I muſt then confeſs my- yy 
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ſelf faulty on the ſame grounds; as, though in fact I was 


allowed to draw up a deſcription of the dried head of a 


camelopardalis at the Cape, yet I could not obtain permiſ- 
fon to ſaw in pieces or diſſect the horns, they having been 
promiſed by the governor to a particular friend of his in 


Europe. It is much to be wiſhed, indeed, that M. DE Bur- 


rod had followed Dr. HasstLqv1sT's example in this re- 
ſpect, in which caſe his Natural Hiſtory would have been 


much ſhorter, much more uſeful and authentic; and, 
what would have been ſtill better, our oxen and cows would 
have kept their horns on their heads in the way in which 


nature has ordained they ſhould, viz. without ſhedding them 
at the end of three years, conformably to the ignorant 
aſſertion of M. DE BUFFON, Tom. IV. p. 459, and of the 
edition reviſed by Mr. ALLAMAND, p. 176. He there ſays, 
90 Ainfi la caſtration ni le ſexe ne changent rien a la crue 
& a la chute des dents :. cela ne change rien non plus A la 
chute des cornes, car elles tombent egalement a trois ans 
au taureau, au bœuf & a la vache, & elles ſont rem 


places par d'autres cornes qui, comme les ſecondes dents, 


ne tombent plus; celles du bœuf & de la vache devien- 


nent ſeulement plus groſſes & plus longues que celles du 


taureau. L'accroiſſement de ces ſecondes cornes ne ſe fait 


pas d'une maniere uniforme, & par un developpement egal; 


la premiere année, C'eſt a dire, la quatrieme annce de Tage 
du bœuf, il lui pouſſe deux petites cornes pointues, nettes, 
unies, & terminces vers la tte par une eſpece de bourrelet, 
Tannke ſuivante ce bourrelet s' eloigne de la tete, pouſſe par 
Vo“. II. 55 —— T1 + un 
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Wee un cylindre de corne qui fe forme, & qui ſe termine auff 


par un autre bourrelet & ainſi de ſuite, car tant que Tani- 
mal vit les cornes croifſent.” For the ſake of ſuch per- 
ſons as have not had an opportunity of being better ac- 
quainted with M. DE Burrox and his works, I ſhall juft 
obſerve, that this is the celebrated man, who, after a mi- 
nute inveſtigation of every concomitant circumſtance (in 
conſequence of which he has likewiſe favoured us with a 
particular deſcription of the whole proceſs) thought him- 
ſelf authoriſed to advance, that a comet, having ſtruck 
againſt the ſun in its courſe, beat ſeveral pieces out of it, 
of which the planets were formed, and has beſides calcu- 
lated the preciſe time which each of theſe celeſtial bodies 
reſpectively took to cool. —But quite enough has been ſaid 
of a blunder, which the moſt illiterate cottager is able to 
rectify, in caſe it ſhould happen to miſlead any raw ſchool- 
boy, totally unacquainted with natural hiſtory. However, 
as we are upon the ſubject of horns at preſent, I cannot 
help requeſting M. DE BuFFoN to inform me, how the 
ſmalleſt elk's horns, Tom. XII. Tab. XLVI. could grow 
from the ſize which, at page 326, under the article na- 
Zames, they are ſaid to be of, (viz. not quite ſix inches 
long ;) how theſe, I ſay, could grow ſo quickly, at page 357, 
2358, in the article coudou, to the length of two feet? if, in- 
deed, the nice admeaſurements of M. DauBEN Tor, page 
377, 378, MCXCIX. & MC. are in every reſpect to be 
depended upon. Neither can I better comprehend, why 
Meſſrs. pz Burrox and DAUBENTON make uſe of the ſame 
Horns for two quite different animals; by doing which, they 
have induced two other n certainly in other re- 
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ſpects the greateſt and moſt accurate in Europe, in like 
manner to refer to horns of one and the ſame ſpecies, for 
two different animals ; though this, indeed, is not ſo much 


to be wondered at, theſe gentlemen being too complaiſant to 


harbour ſuch a degree of miſtruſt with reſpect to the Hi/oire 


Naturelle, as, in fact, was in this caſe neceflary ; neither 

could they eaſily ſuſpect ſo palpable a miſtake in this great 
work of Meſſrs. DE BUFFON and. DAUBENTON, concerning 
which, however, I fear, that many people will paſs the 
ſame judgment, as M. DE BUFFON has done on SEBA's 


theſaurus. But I muſt write a treatiſe conſiſting of many 
volumes, were I to continue to diſſect M. DE BUFFoN's 


work; I ſhall therefore content myſelf at preſent with 
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making, as briefly as poffi ble, a few remarks on the came- 


lopardalis and the viverra ichneumon, (the giraffe and man- 
gouſt BUFFON,) on account of the deſcriptions of which : 


M. HASSELQUIST has been ſo ill uſed. 


M. DE Burrox has not been able to point out, much 
leſs to demonſtrate, any blunder committed by HASSEL=- 
qQuisT; but why does he then dne this learned and 


highly deſerving academician It is, indeed, aſtoniſhing, 


that he ſhould conſider HassELqQu1sT's deſcriptions as pro- 


lix, when, in fact, the ſame animals are treated of in one 


and the ſame Tome of M. DE BurFoN's own writings; one 
of them in at leaſt twice, and the other twelve times as dif- 
fuſe a manner; notwithſtanding which, this ſame volume is - 


{till farther ſwelled out with admeaſurements of the vagina + 


and urethra of the rat. Is it poſſible here to refrain from en- 


quiring, what is the uſe of all this? ſince the animal alluded 


to has nothing extraordinary in the proportion of this part, 


Ii 2. and 
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and Nanda in no need of any affiftance: with refed RO" 
- copulation, and never has any occaſion either for the catheter 
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to be applied, or to be cut for the ſtone. The very cat itſelf, 


an animal which every old woman has it in her power to 
meaſure and examine in her chimney corner, has likewiſe 


been obliged to undergo the moſt minute and tedious admea- 


ſurements in the Hi/forre Naturelle, though at the ſame time, 


on account of the beautiful engravings, which, more than 


any thing elſe, threw a light on this work, the learned 


world, according to M. DE BUFFoN's own confeſſion, 1. c. 
page 9, might have been very well ſpared theſe trifles 
M. HasSELQuIsT's Latin, which M. DE BUFFoON fays is 
no Latin at all, is nevertheleſs extremely good, and exactly 
ſuch as is required for the purpoſes of ſcience, conciſe, ex- 
preſſive, and eaſily comprehended by any one who has 


ſtudied the language, and may even be underſtood by any 


ſchool- boy that has made the leaſt progreſs in this depart- 
ment of learning. It is not HASSELQUIST' s fault, that his 
deſcription as it is quoted by M. DE BUFFoN, 1. c. page 7 
and 8, from negligence, ignorance, or malice, has been fo 
badly copied from the original edition, that e. g. from it 
may be concluded, that the animal's teeth and tongue are 
round, and are placed on its head together with its horns, 
c. How was it poſſible for this circumſtance to eſcape 
the critical eyes of the great BUFFON, ſuppoſing indeed that 


he underſtands Latin, and, as he expreſſes it at page 1 5, 
I. c. is capable of ſeizing the genuine knowledge of nature 


by means of la vue immediate de 'Peprit & / le coup Poeil du 
genie & 


In 
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In ſhort, 1 am ſorry that Dr. HASSELQUIST's s deſcri eier * ; "il 
ſhould appear dry to M. DE BUFFoN 5 but I cannot help Larub 
thinking, that if it had been ſtuffed and ſeaſoned with un- 
_ juſt and ill- natured criticiſms, with conjectures and miſtakes, | 
even though it had been compaſed in the French language, 
and in the moſt tumid and high-flown ſtyle, moſt lovers of 
truth and natural knowledge would have found it in the 
higheſt degree diſguſting. The reader needs only compare 
Major GorDoN's deſcription with that of Meſſrs. DE BUTrNW 
and DAu BENTON, in order to be convinced of the inſigni- 
ficancy and utility of all their tedious deductions and cal- 
culations. & | Wh, 
Hlad M. DE nur ran taken che pains to „anderen =—_  _ = 
made uſe of HAssELOUIS 's Latin deſcription, inſtead of IR, 
quoting it, merely for the purpoſe of criticiſing it right or 
wrong, he would have known, that the head belonging to 
the ſkin deſcribed by M. HassELQU1sT, was four ſpans, or 
at leaſt two feet long; and conſequently, that the deſcrip- 
tions of OrPian, HELIODORUS, and STRABO, are by 
no means adapted, as M. DE BUFFoN affirms they are, 
to give a tolerably juſt idea of the camelopardalis, or 
giraffe; for, according to theſe, a giraffe, of the ſize of 
a camel, has a head not above twice as large as that of an 
oſtrich : a creature which would certainly make a figure in 
Prince PE s collection of monſters. (Vide BRYDONE's 
Tour, Vol. I. page 93.) We are, however, too well ac- 
quainted with, and have too great an eſteem for, the ex- 
tenſive genius and learning of the Count DE BUFFON, in 
the leaſt to ſuſpect. him to be of the ſame taſte; although, 
beſides the circumſtance above alluded to concerning the 
| head, 
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on head; he terms the camelbpardalir at one and the ſame time 


ot the handſomeſt, and, with reſpect to its legs, the moſt 
enormouſly diſproportionate animal in the whole creation; 
though other people are apt to conſider that only as bea- 
tiful which is proportionable. M. DE Burrox might like- 
wiſe have learnt from Dr. HassZLqu1sT's accurate deſcrip- 
tion of this quadruped, that neither the head nor legs are 
ſo diſproportionate, as he imagines them to be. In fine, 
Major GoRDoN did not find this animal fo tottering, ſloth- 
ful, and unwieldy, as it has pleaſed M. DE BurFoN, with- 
out any authority, but that of his'own prolific imagination, 
to repreſent it in the deſcription he has given of it. 
With regard to the viverra ichneumon, or the mangouf, 
1 ſhall only ſay, that at the Cape I had an opportunity of 
comparing M. HAssELOUISr's deſcription of it with the 
creature itſelf, and found it remarkably accurate. This 
ſame gentleman having obſerved in a note, that the French, 
when in Egypt, are accuſtomed to beſtow French names on 
the natural objects of which they have no knowledge, and 
conſequently have in all probability given the name of 
rat de pbaraon to this animal; M. DE Burro conſiders this 
remark as an attack upon the French nation. But if M. Dp 
Burro means by this, to excite his countrymen againſt Dr. 
HAss ELVIS T, he muſt pardon me when J tell him, that 
I am too well acquainted with the generoſity and diſcern- 
ment of the French nation in general, to ſuppoſe that his 
defires would be gratified. For my part, I can have no 
inducement on the ſcore of any national predilection to take 
Dr. amen s part againſt M. DE BUFFON, as all thoſe 
who * occupied in enbghtening themſelves and: mankind 
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to be conſidered likewiſe as brethren and fellows of a com- 


munity, in which it is neceſſary for each to aſſiſt the other 
in promoting the object of their common purſuit; in a 
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word, they are countrymen and 'fellow-citizens of the com- 


monwealth of literature. After all, whether there is any 
foundation for this obſervation of Dr. HAss ELVIS T or 


in neither caſe can it in the leaſt affect the reputation 6f 
the French merchants who are uſed to viſit Egypt, whe- 


ther they are ſaid to give French or Latin names to the 
ſubjects they ſee, or whether they take the pains to learn 
the Arabic, Turkiſh, or Coptic names of them; ſtill lefs 
could it have been M. 1 8 intention hk wu re- 

To ee la if M. 'DE BUFFON had _ and taken the 
pains to underſtand M. HASSELQUIST* 8 book, with any other 
view than that of criticiſing LIN Ns and his diſciples, he 


might have eaſily found by it, that HAssELOUIS HS manu- 


ſcripts were ſeized in Egypt after his death, being after- 
wards redeemed by the munificence of a great queen, and 


through the conſpicuous love and Zeal for ſcience of the 
ſame exalted perſonage, were ordered to be printed in the 
manner mentioned in the preface; and that conſequently, 


the author himſelf could not put the laſt hand to his work; 
in which caſe, indeed, he poſſibly, either from memory or 
from his notes, which were loſt by his untimely death, 
might have added the deſcription of the interior part of the 
girafe's horn, which M. DE BuFFoN ſeems to have ſo very 
much at heart. Perhaps, likewiſe, M. HASSELQUIST, in 
order to Pleaſe M. DE DVFRONs Wound have ſomewhat cur- 
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tailed his deſcription of the mangouſt ; ; though, as 1 have 
Naturelle. 
man of M. DE Burrows great genius, that even he, with 


| his ſuperior talents, is capable of committing blunders, and 
by that means of greatly injuring academicians of the higheſt 


at the ſame time happy on every occaſion to vindicate their 
reputation when attacked, he would give manifeſt proofs 


Would moſt aſſuredly add to the eſteem which every lover 
of literature entertains for them. 


had an intention of deſcribing it in this place, together 
with the reſt of the African animals, from the ſkin of this 


do it with the greateſt pleaſure. 
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ſaid before, it is much ſhorter than it is in the Hiftoire 


J have doubtleſs faid ſucient; at da, to « convince a 


merit: and that if, on the contrary, he ſhould rather ſhew 
that he is touched with compaſſion for their ſufferings, and 


of that generofity and candor which, in a great man, ought | 
always to go hand in hand with his talents, and which 


of the zyger-bo/ch-kat 1 have made mention above, and 


creature which I brought home with me; but find that it 
has ſince been ſo accurately deſcribed and delineated from 
the live ſubject by Dr. Foks r ER in the Philoſoph. Tranſact. 
Vol. LXXI. for the year 1781, that I can refer the reader 
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 JoURNEY FROM AG TER BRUNTJES HOOGTE TO THE TWO 
V1SCH-RIVIERS, AND RESIDENCE AT THOSE PLACES. 


* 


N the 21ſt of January, as I have mentioned above 
\_Z at page 169, we took our departure from Agter 
Bruntjes-hoogte. In the afternoon we arrived at Great 
Viſch-rivier, where we again reſolved to try our luck in the 
purſuit of /ea-cows; for I was determined not to depart out 
of the country, before I had made as accurate an inveſti- 
gation of this large, though not unknown animal, as I had 
of the 7wo-borned rhinoceros, On our arrival at a certain 


ſpot upon Viſcbrivier, we found ſeveral farmers from the 
province we had juſt left, who had arrived there before us. 


In their company, likewiſe, came to this a place a huſband- 
man, or, as they are uſually called here, a corn-boor, from 


the country near Cape Town. When we firſt ſaw him he 
was fleeping under a ſhady tree, by the fide of a perfect 


beauty, who was clad in a light ſummer dreſs: no wonder 
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then, that ſo uncommon and romantic a ſcene appearing on 


a ſudden in a deſert, ſhould immediately chaſe away all 
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7 is "Er and dreary aſpect of theſe plains had begun once 


preſſions made on him by the contemplation of ſo perfect 


On our entering into converſation with them, our voluptu- 
ous corn-boor and his beautiful ſpouſe informed us, that 


paſtoral life, when compared with the drudgery of that of 


ſell their vineyard and corn- farm near the Cape, and to 


who informed us, that ſome wild beaſt, probably a tyger, 


_ cloſe to the very ſpot, where our informers told us they 
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dds: images of deſolation and wild horror, Which the f- 


more to excite in mine and my friend's imagination: and E 

would not anſwer for him, that he. would not ſoon have 
forgot all his botany, had he ſuffered himſelf any longer to 
be carried away, by the firſt delightful and charming im- 


a production in the chief of the three kingdoms of nature. 


they had juſt been to pay a viſit to their relations at Agzer 
Bruntjes-hoogte, where having experienced for the ſpace ſix 
months the ſweets of the eaſe and convenience attending a 


the huſbandman and vine-dreſſer, they had given up all 
thoughts of their former buſineſs, ſo that they intended to 


look out for ſome {pot in theſe une en for ns on 

the grazing buſineſs. 
Our converſation on this add was now interrupted by 

the arrival of another farmer and a little boy of their party, 


had juſt before come upon one of the hounds by ſtealth, 
and torn it to pieces, while it was drinking out of the river, 


had lately been bathing, and. near which they had lain 
down to take their afternoon's nap, having riſen from it 
only half a minute before. They, as well as we, had only 
heard the dog give one ſingle ſqueak 3 after which it was 
found quite dead. S0 nt in all probability the wild beaſt 
„ 6 kack 
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had, previouſly to this, an in wait for the little WW”; In on 
order (as they ſaid) purſuant to its uſual cuſtom, to kill — 
him flily and by ſtealth, and then, after a Mort interval, 
to return and carry him off. 
In the mean time, this incident put us all inſtantly into 
an alarm, and occaſioned us to take to our arms in order 
to revenge ourſelves. Accordingly, ſeveral couple of hounds 
were put upon the ſcent in a thicket doſe by the river fide, 
where the wild beaſt {till lay concealed, while we Rt 
_ ourſelves round about. The hounds, which followed the 
ſcent with great eagerneſs, ſoon drove the tyger out, and 
that only forty or fifty paces from our beſt ſhot, a little old 
farmer, who ſhot him flying, as it were, viz. while he was 
ſpringing from the ground. The ball was found afterwards —© 
to have entered at the upper edge of the anus, and to have 
paſſed through the whole length of the body, till at laſt it 
came out at the animal's mouth; as a great part of the 
palate was miffing, and the remainder of it, cloſe by the 
fore teeth, was bloody, without theſe latter, however, being 
damaged in the leaſt. I do not know whether this can be 
explained from any particular poſition of the animal, or ra- 
ther from the circumſtance of the ball, in conſequence of 
the reſiſtance it met with, having gone out of the right 
line. On the body of this wild dealt we found a little Hip- 
poboſea, totally unknown to naturaliſts, which they told me 
was uſually met with on the carcaſſes of tygers. They like- 
wiſe informed me, that a peculiar ſort of fly, much larger 
than this, in all probability likewiſe of the N kind, 
nen on the body of the lon. 
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„ The ** Which 1 and the coloniſts in this. part of 


HA Africa call tygers, are of that kind which are repreſented 
in Tom. IX. Tab. XI. XII. and XIV. of M. DE BurroN's 
Work, under the denomination of pantbers and leopard. 
At the Cape I have likewiſe ſeen ſeveral ſkins of the bounce 
of M. DE BUFFON, Which, by ſome of the coloniſts, was 
diſtinguiſhed from the former by the name of leopard, and 
was ſaid to live chiefly in the mountains, and to be leſs 
common, bold and daring, though more treacherous and 
deceitful, than the animal uſually called tyger at the Cape, 
or the panther of M. DE BUFFON : to which, however, it 
is equal in point of ſize, though the ſkin is not ſo beauti- 
ful, nor ſo much coveted, as it is more ſhaggy, and co- 
vered with longer hairs, neither is it i much TRIES nor 
ſo glofly. . : | 
Both theſe ſorts, when they happen to fall in the way 
of fix or eight hounds of the common ſort, which, in fact, 
are uſed by the coloniſts for this purpoſe, are eaſily caught, 
or elſe torn in pieces by them. I ſaw at one farmer's only 
at Gantze-craal, about fourteen or fifteen furs of tygers, as 
they are called, which are ſaid to have been taken and 
killed within the ſpace of three years, by the common dogs 
belonging to the farm; now and then, however, a dog or 
two had loſt their lives in the conflict, or elſe had been very 
much wounded. 
1 was told, that a flave- who looked after his maſter's. 
cattle, had been attacked unawares and by ſtealth on the 
Plains between Tyger-mountain and the Cape, by a tyger, 
with which he had long ſtruggled and rolled about upen 
the ground: at length, however, the tyger was overpowered 
| by 
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by the ſlave, who, notwithſtanding the dangerous wounds th m_ 
he had received, recovered. This, though bordering on the N 
marvellous, i is not abſolutely incredible; for when the de- 
ſire of revenge, or the dread of inſtant death, is added to 
a man's natural ſtrength and vigour, he is almoſt capable 
of performing ſupernatural things. I recollect, moreover, 
to have read, in JoNsTON's 7, haumatographia Naturalis, 
that a man of the name of PoLYDAMAs, was able, un- 
armed, to kill a lion. The tyger, however, that we ſhot at 
this place, ſeemed to me to be rather dangerous to grapple: 
with. It was thought to be old and about the uſual ſize. 
I cannot find in my note-book, whether I had taken any 1 
notes of the meaſure; but I think I remember that the beaſt— a= 
was two feet high, but much longer in ptofantion manrrza ; —_— 
dog of the ſame height. 

Very early in the afternoon, the hunting party ave 
mentioned went away, and about an hour before dark there 
arrived a hord of Cafres. They had got within three hun- 
dred paces of us, before we diſcovered them, being to the 
number of about one hundred, all men, and each of them 
armed with a few hagagais, or a brace of kirries. They 
marched, moreover, directly on towards our waggon, not 
with the careleſs gait of ordinary travellers, but with mea- 
ſured ſteps, as it were; and, in ſhort, as they approached: 
nearer to us, with an affected pride and ſtatelineſs in their 
deportment. Upon the whole, we could not well have 
received a viſit on this ſpot more unexpected, nor of a more 

alarming nature; indeed, it occaſioned a viſible conſterna- 
tion in ſeveral of my Hottentots, at the ſame time that it 
puzzled my friend and me, to think in what manner we. 
thould: 


* 
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1 ſhould receive this nation ſo on a duden, f ſo as to avoid 
Loyw ſharing the 1 unhappy fate which, as T have already mentioned 
before, at page 154 of this volume, attended HEUPPENAER 
and his fuite. In caſe of an attack, my Hottentots were 
too few in number, and too cowardly to be depended upon; 
ſuch of them as were of the Boſhies-man's race, and had 
come with us from Zondagarivier, would probably have 
aſſiſted in plundering our waggon, had they found a con- 
venient opportunity; and who knows, whether they were 
not in ſecret intelligence with the Boſhies-men, who were 
at this time in the ſervice of the Caffres, and belonged to 
their party. They had long prefled me. to leave Agrer 
Bruntjes-hoogte. At leaſt I had hints given me afterwards, 
that this viſit of the Caffres was not accidental, but was paid F 
me in conſequence of ſome intelligence given them by cer- 
tain Hottentots at Agter Bruntjes-hoogte. However, 1 had 
not then time to go into ſuch deep ſpeculations on the ſub- 
ject, being entirely occupied by the apprehenſion, left the 
party under my command, by the ſmalleſt appearance of 
cowardice or of a diſpoſition to mutiny, ſhould call forth 
the uſual enterpr iſing ſpirit of the Cafres. I was very ſen- 
ſible that my friend and I, mounted on our horſes, would 
have been a match for them, in like manner as the two 
men were who revenged HEUPPENAER's death; but in this 
caſe, we had not a moment to loſe, much leſs had we any 
ſpare time to fetch our horſes from paſture. I therefore 
reſolved inftantly to carry matters with as high a hand as 
it was poſſible for me to aſſume in the ſituation we were 
in, eſpecially as 1 knew from experience, that by this 
means tue Indians might ſometimes be kept in awe juſt 


like 
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like child ren. Accordingly, I be gan with my owt. Horten- 
Tobe, threatenirig with the moſt terrible Dutch oaths I could 


think of, to ſhoot the firſt man through the head, Who 


ſtir a foot without leave, or once open his mouth to 
the Gaffres; or, in fine, ſhould not, at the leaſt nod, per- 


mould 


form what I might think fit to command. My companion, 


on his part, taking a handful of bullets, put them into a 


loaded gun of an uncommon length which he had brought 
with him; in the mean time frequently addreſſing him- 
ſelf to me, and making it out to be a very eaſy matter 
(and of tlie feaſibility of which there could be no doubt) 
to kill with it the Whole body of Caffres at a ſingle ſhot, 


in caſe they ſhould offer to behave in a hoſtile manner; 


and at the fam 


this gaſconade, did not omit to practiſe a few mancuvres 
in the true legerdemain ſtyle. While Mr. IMMELMAN was 
thus with his long gun, beyond all doubt, making a tre- 


mendous figure in the eyes of the Caffres, and I was like- 
wile armed with my gun, and the fierceſt mien I could 


poſſibly muſter up, they came towards us wedged up, 
it were, into a cloſe body, with three leaders in their front. 


A Hottentot interpreter in one of the wings, ſeemed juſt 
going to open with a long harangue; when I put a ſudden. 


top to his ſublime oratory, by accoſting him with a few 
rough compliments in the Swediſh language, and d turning 
my back upon him. | | - 
This haughty and uncivil reception, which would only 
have ſerved to irritate any other than Hottentots and Caffres, 
on the contrary, from the very beginning, abaſed their 


P ſo that _ ſtood like a parcel of orderly, or rather 


intimidated. 


2 time, in order to give ſome probability to 
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1776. _ intimidated, Keel, and waited for my due 
9 them; upon which, in quality of the principal ſons of the 
company, we ordered our intepreter to aſk them what na- 
tion they were of ? Whence they came? and whither they 
Were going? For the purpoſe of making this examination, 
J called out JAN SCHEEPER, the moſt alert and intelligent 
of all my Hottentots, and had the ſatisfaction to ſee him 
fly to me like a flaſh of lightning; a proof of his obe- 
dlience, which, indeed, was at this time very agreeable to 
me; as it was requiſite in order to excite in the Caffres a 
hig Ih opinion of our authority and power: but the ſtill 
higher ideas, and even dread which he had conceived of 
this nation, put his whole frame into a tremor, ſo that 3 
even his teeth chattered in ſuch a manner, that he could IM 
not utter a word. This unlooked for cowardly behaviour, 
threatened to ſpoil my whole plan; for which reaſon, both 
from indignation, and in order to diſguiſe the reaſon of 
his trembling, I threatened him very hard, and accoſted 
, N him in the rougheſt manner. I am not certain, however, 
whether the Caffres were not more ſharp-ſighted than 1 
wiſhed them to be ; however that be, ſome of them fixed 
their eyes upon him and laughed. | 
Whenever the interpreter of the Caffr es offered, which 
he did ſeveral times, to enter into a private converſation 
with my Hottentot, 1 conſtantly took care to prevent it. 
In fine, the account they gave of themſelves was, “ that 
they were Caffres from 1 and were come hi- 
ther merely with a view of meeting with us, and to ſee 
whether we had brought with us a great deal of iron and 
copper to eachange for their cattle; for they knew from 
— 
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report, that we were come from a — ee and __ 
long reſided in theſe plains.” _ 

In the mean time, this propoſition of chokes with reſpect 
to the traffic and cattle, appeared to me in a very ſuſpicious 
light, inaſmuch as 1 could not at that time perceive that 
they had brought any live ſtock along with them; and 
_ thoſe which their herdſmen and boys brought to this place 
CORY W A of a few muck cows and A 


all probability, intended them for theis, own \ Gupport Gunn g 
their march. 


In order to prevent their ſittin 8 48 without being pre- 
viouſly aſked, I did not delay a moment to tell them by 
means of the interpreters, that they had my leave to ſit 


down, whilſt I gave them my anſwer on the ſubject of their 
propoſed commerce. Accordingly they. ſat themſelves 
down in the ſame order as they came, viz. the three Chiefs 


in front of the reſt. I enquired, notwithſtanding, how 
many of them were captains or commanders; and the 


three foremoſt being mentioned by name as ſuch, I gave 
each of them a good piece of tobacco ; telling them, at the 
ſame time, that this was the way the company's ſons choſe 
to receive their friends the Cafre captains; but that we 
had already exchanged our iron and copper in theſe very 
Plains with ſome other Caffre friends; that, however, I 


imagined that they had not taken their journey in vain, in 


caſe they called at Agter 'Bruntjes-hoogte, where they would 


get enou ough of theſe — from the farmers ſettled 


Var. Il. — | — —_— When 
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5 When 04 7" that, in order to get tobacco, nothing . 


more was neceſſary than to be a captain, they preſented to 


me ſeveral others of the party, as being likewiſe / Ku-E fois, 
or captains, and aſked for tobacco for them; but the ſcheme 
not ſucceeding, they themſelves laughed heartily at the 
captains of their own creation. Neither did they ſhew the 
leaſt inclination to diſtribute to theſe pretended chiefs, any 
part of the preſents that had been made them. However, 
in order to keep the real chiefs in good humour, I likewiſe 


gave them afterwards a handful of dry hemp, which they 


accepted as a valuable preſent; and mixing it with ſome 
tobacco, ſmoked it with a high reliſh, while we were talk - 
ing together. The pipes out of which they ſmoked, and 


which were circulated merely among the chiefs, had ſtems 


above four feet long, from 3-4ths of which the pith had 
been taken out, but by what means I am entirely ignorant. 
Where this hollow part of the pipe ſeemed to terminate, 
a bowl three inches long but very narrow, appeared to be 
fixed at the bottom of the ſtem, being kept firm and ſteady 
with a band or collar, in the ſame way as the ſtays of a 
maſt are in a ſhip. From the ſmall bore and ſize of this 
bowl, one may venture to conclude, that theſe Caffres 
were but indifferent ſmokers compared to the Hottentots. 

When they heard that we intended to hunt the /ea-caw, 
Ii that theſe animals were rather uncommon as well as 


- ſhy in the part of the country we were in, they told us, that 


near Konaps-river, the ſea-cows were ſeen to come up out 
of the river in the very middle of the day, and both to ſleep 
and graze in the fields thereabouts, where, in fact, to their 
great ſorrow, theſe beaſts aſſembled in as great numbers as 
— 32 the 
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: the pebble-ſtones I actually ſaw ſcattered by the ſide of Yi/ch- 


rivier, on the ſpot on which we then ſtood. Though this 
compariſon was, it muſt be owned, in the true Oriental ſtyle, 
yet it is probable that theſe animals were really to be found 


in great numbers about the river above-mentioned ; and | 


that they were far from being ſhy, but grazed and flept 


on land in open day, as the Caffres informed us; for, 


in conſequence of the uncultivated ſtate in which they 
were, and particularly as they had not the uſe of . fire-arms, 
theſe people muſt neceſſarily be obliged to give MEA to 
animals of ſuch ſtrength and magnitude. 


When it grew dark, the Caffres ſtood up, and int 


any kind of order, or the ceremony of taking leave, went 
towards a large buſh, at the diſtance of a muſket-ſhot 


which they took up their repoſe for the night. Shortly 
after we heard a hideous roaring near that ſpot, and we 
conjectured that it proceeded from ſome beaſt they were 
killing. Accordingly Mr. IMMELMAN and I haſtened thi- 


ther to ſee it, and found the beaſt, which had been felled 


to the ground, lying on its right ſide, with its fore leg bound 
over its head; neither was any other binding or faſtening 
neceffary, as the animal lay tolerably ſtill, though not yet 
dead; while five or ſix people ſtood by, and made ſeveral 
meint with their haſſagais into its ſtomach, which they 
afterwards took out through an opening they made for that 
purpoſe in the cheſt. I do not know whether this way of 
ſlaughtering beaſts is practiſed by any other nation; it cer- 
tainly appeared to be a very cruel one, though while this 


buſineſs was diſpatching, a good deal of mirth and laughter 
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” from us, where they made a great fire, by the ſide of 


L 2 ſeemed 
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. ſeemed to * between thoſe who had the management of 
—— it. The whole of this operation, however, did not take 
. up a long time, the animal's pain terminating with its life 
in about two minutes after the firſt inciſion had been made. 
Immediately after this they ſet about flaying the beaſt piece- 

meal, with the aſſiſtance of their haſſagais, and cutting 
the hide into ſlices of different forms and ſizes. | Theſe 

were likewiſe intended to be eaten, as I afterwards learned 

from one of my. Hottentots, who the next day got a broiled 

piece of it, in exchange for a little tobacco; and aſſured 
me, that when an ox or cow's hide was well dreſſed, viz. 
firſt boiled in water and then in milk, it is by no means a 
contemptible diſh, | 
While we were ſanding to o ſee the beaſt en we 
took notice that all the ſpears and haſſagais, excluſive of 
thoſe that were uſed in killing the animal, were piled up 
together in the middle juſt before one of the chiefs, who 
was now obſerved to be very buſy in iſſuing out his orders; 
theſe orders being obeyed without delay by thoſe who 
looked after the fire. Indeed, they did not ſeem to pay the 
leaſt regard to our being preſent: however, as it was grown 
very dark, we thought it moſt adviſeable not to make a 
long ſtay. We had ſcarcely got home, before their inter- 
preter came along with two Caffres to borrow our porridge 
pot. This meſſage our Hottentots interpreted to us in a 
ſorrowful tone, adding, that the Caffres uſually kept what 
they borrowed, elſe we muſt have a (rugje, or) diſpute with 
them. As our porridge pot was abſolutely a treaſure to 
us, and was particularly uſeful to our Hottentots, for the 
PRE: of boiling and melting their fat, &c. and the 


Caffres , 
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Caffres probably could not have withſtood the temptation 1 Xe 
of keeping it, I thought it was as well to have a rue \naw 
with them at firſt as at laſt. I endeavoured to pacify them 
however, by a civil anſwer ; ; and ſent them word, that if 
the company's ſons had two porridge pots, they would cer- 
tainly lend one of them to their friends the Cares; but 
that we were then hungry, and were going to, dreſs our. 
Vvictuals that very night : to which I added, that ſome {kill / 
was requiſite in order to dreſs. victuals in our pot, ſo. that 
they might. not be ſpoiled ; for which reaſon, I would my- 
ſelf take care to have their meat dreſſed for them the next 
morning, as ſoon as ever they ſhould ſend it to, my Hot- 
tentots. It is true, they ſuffered themſelves to be put off 1 1 
with this compliment 3 notwithſtanding which, c 9 8 
not tell whether they might not take it in their heads to . 
ſend a ſhower of darts in the night, before we were aware 
of it, through the tilt of our waggon, in the ſame man- 
ner as happened to HEUPPENAER, Whoſe ſtory I have re- 
lated at page 154 of this volume; on which account we 
fortified the back- part of our waggon with our ſaddles, and 
the ſkins of beaſts, and made a fence on the ſides: with 
bundles of paper, clothes, and pieces of dried rhinoceroſes 
hides. Two guns, with their muzzles pointed in a proper 
direction, were placed at each end of the waggon, ſo that 
we could directly, on the firſt rupture, diſcharge four 
pieces; moreover, in order to increaſe the alarm and terror 
of the enemy, we were then, as well as at the firſt arrival 
of the Caffres on the preceding day, prepared to throw, if 
neceſſary, powder-horns and large cartouches into the fire, 
which Was about eight 0 or nine paces diſtant from us: we | 
8 . ee Were - 
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were likewiſe on this occaſion to have filled our pockets 3 in 


g "4 


all haſte with looſe gunpowder, in order to keep up from 


our fire-arms, a briſker, though lefs effectual fire, and a 
continued report, with a view to frighten the enemy, and 
keep him at a diſtance. We conſidered our horſes and 
oxen too, Which, according to our conſtant cuſtom, were 
tied to the waggon all around it, as a kind of intrench- 
ment, and from the ſhyneſs of our horſes in particular, 
had reaſon to expect previous notice of any attack that 


might be made; ſo that upon the whole we flep : 55 1 


ſecure: and though, even after ſuch ample preparations for 
our defence, we thought ourſelves happy to eſcape being 
attacked by the enemy, yet ſtill we could not help wiſhing 


that we had been able to entertain our friends with an 37 


account of a ſkirmiſh with the Caffres. 

I cannot help thinking, however, that the inſtances we 
have of the deceitful diſpoſitions of the barbarians in ge- 
neral, and of the ſudden tranſitions which are ſometimes 
made by them from a ſtate of peace and tranquillity to 
that of rapine and ſlaughter, are ſufficient to juſtify all our 


ſuſpicions, and the precautions we took with reſpect to 


them: and, in truth, I am inclined to conſider the being 
maſſacred by theſe fellows, as one ſpecies of the ſudden 
death, againſt which we are taught to pray in the Litany. 
I have lately been informed by a letter from Mr. IMMEL- 
MAN, dated from the Cape, 2 5th of March, 1781, that 
the Cafres at that time were laying waſte every thing they | 
could meet with in the diſtricts belonging to the Chriſtians : 
among others PRINTSLOO, my old worthy hoſt, and the 
firſt 1 had at mw n 1 had the mortifica- 
tion 
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tion to ſee his new houſe burnt to the l by theſe 5 0 
barbarians, after having loſt his numerous herds of cattle, \wvu/ 


out of all which he had been able to ſave no more than ſix 
oxen. A woman, of the name of Kok rs, had with 


great difficulty eſcaped the purſuit of theſe barbarians, 
having been obliged to leave one of her children behind 
her, which had been pierced through the body with ſeven 


haſſagais. The loſs of the Chriſtians in the article of 
cattle, 18 ſaid to amount to twenty-one thouſand; while, 


on the other hand, they could not meet with the third part 15 


of that number of cattle belonging to the Caffres, who, 


Mr. IMMELMAN tells me, were led on by the Captains 


Mos AN and KoBA. I cannot ſay whether it was either of 
theſe that paid us a viſit, as I forgot to take down their 
names, and therefore cannot remember them ſo as to be 


certain of them. Juſt after midnight it rained, Wich thun- 


der and lightning. 
The next morning (being the 224) at ten o'clock, the 


whole party of Caffres went away without taking leave, 


after having, under pretence of ſelling a milch cow, tried 
to get a ſight of all the iron and copper which they ſup- 
poſed I had brought with me: however, that I might not 


lead them into temptation, I ſhewed them nothing but 


plants and inſects, which 1 told them were the only com- 
modities I had, except the valuable conſideration 1 had 
offered them (and they had refuſed) for their cow, which 


we otherwiſe, on account of the ſtore we ſet by the milk, 


would have been glad to have bargained with them for. 
After this they bent their courſe towards Agtey Bruntjes- 
Boog te, and were met on the road ** three farmers, viz. 


TJACOR 


an he 
K 


Nees eating with His foh Peirce or FLie, and bis 
foh-indlaw Frans LaBrsKANTE, Who were coming with 
three. Hottentots, according to agreement, to ſtrengthen 
our party, and to enable us the W to ae PP and 
ſhoot tlie Tea-cows. 
As the coloniſts are ſtrictly probiBited TO carrying on 
atiy kind of commerce with the Hottentots and Caffres, and 
as beſides theſe peaſants, not without reaſon, ſuſpected the 
Caffres deſigns, appretiending at the ſame time, that they 
would at/leaft ſtrike a terror by their arrival, 1 in thoſe whom 
they left at home behind them, they at firſt endeavoured 
to diſſuade them in a friendly manner from going to the 
town; and afterwards had recourſe to threats, which ſuc- 
ceeded better; affuring them, that in caſe they would not 
90 their way SA. they would make a great havocx 
among them with their fire-arms; which, in fact, as they 
were on horſeback, they might do without dan ger, by ſuc- 

g ceſſively diſpatching them in ſmall parties, in the ſame 
manner as I mentioned at page 14 3 and 154 of this vo- 
lame, and of which the Caffres were not ignorant. 

As to the external appearance of theſe Cafes, I found 
them not ſo tall in general as the Gonaquas Hottentots, and 
the Caffres I ſaw with that people; neither were they 

nearly ſo much adorned with copper and beads: they Were, 
however, full as robuſt and manly. 

While I was waiting for the arrival of the three farmers, 
and there was no particular natural ſubje& about this ſpot 
that required peculiar attention, I ſet about digging in the 
earth after antiquities. I had before this, during my firſt 
reſidence near Groote Vi eo-rivier, obſerved heaps of ſtones 
larger 
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larger than thoſe few 1 had ſeen near K rgheel-rivier, md 
:ompoled of ſtones equal to them in bulk. They were \ 
from three to four and four feet and a half high, and the 

baſes of them meaſured fix, eight, and ten feet in diameter. 
They likewiſe lay ten, twenty, fifty, two hundred Paces, 


and even farther aſunder, but conſtantly between two par- 


ticular. points of the compaſs, and conſequently in right 


lines, and thoſe always running parallel to each other. 


I likewiſe found theſe heaps of ſtones in a con ſiderable 


number, and knew from the account I had on this ſubject 
from the coloniſts, that they extended in this manner ſeve- 
ral days journey from this ſpot, in a northern direction, 
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through uricultivated . plains, into the Sneeſe Ylakten, as 


they are called, where they are ſaid to occur in a till greater 
number of parellel lines, Theſe monuments are there- 
fore conſidered. as irrefragable proofs, that this tract of 
country was formerly inhabited by a race of people, who 
were more powerful and numerous than either the Hotten- 
tots or Caffres, whoſe ſepulchral rites, as well as other 
cuſtoms, and above all their inconceivable ſloth and idle- 
neſs, are too well known for them to be ſuſpected of ſuch 
great, and, to all appearance, uſeleſs undertakings. 

In the mean time, in order to diſcover the intention of 
theſe heaps of ſtones being collected together, many con- 
jectures were formed with various degrees of probability: 
thus much, however, is certain, that they could not have 
been collected together by any other than flaves. But 
whether this -was done by a people bending beneath the 
yoke of ſuperſtition, or elſe under that of monarchy or -Y 


an Wl I ſhall not * to n. In the 


/ 
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exhauſt the forces of his ſurviving ſubjects. 
influence of which ſoever of theſe cauſes the ſtones have 


of our Boſhies-men, a ſtout, willing, and alert young fellow. 
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firſt caſe it is probable, that they conceived theinfeves 
bound to make offerings like theſe, of uſeleſs toil and trou- 
ble, to their tyrannical gods; or in the latter caſe, were 


_ compelled to pay this tribute to the pride and vanity of 


ſome tyrant, who even after death, for the ſake of immor- 


talizing and procuring vain and imaginary honours for his 


duſt, contrived in this manner to waſte' the ſtrength, and 
Under the 


been accumulated, they are certainly the relics ' of ſome 
early period, in which, whether ſmarting under the ſcourge 
of ſuperſtition or that of a tyrant, ſome flouriſhing and popu- 
lous natiorr has dwindled away to a few ſcattered herdſmen, 


or elſe has been degraded to the preſent race of FRO Hot- 


tentots, Boſhies-men and ſavages. 
In ſome few heaps of ſtones, I I obſerved that the founda- 
tions only had been laid, or perhaps the ſtones had been 


carried away, till the remainder was level with the ſurface 


of the earth. As theſe ſeemed moſt convenient for the 
purpoſe of exploring the ground, Mr. IMMELMAN, and I 
rode nearly three miles to one of them, which was in the 
vicinity of Koks-craol, in order, as I ſaid before, to ſearch. 
after antiquities, or any relics whatever of antient times, 
concerning which I was in hopes of getting information. 
A bar of iron, two feet long, which we had taken with 
us in order to dig up bulbs and roots with it in the courſe 
of our journey, was the only inſtrument we had fit for our 
purpoſe; and we had not an opportunity of taking any 
more hands with us by way of afliſting us, than the youngeſt 


We 
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We met, however, with impediments not to be overcome, | 


in large ſtones piled up cloſe together, fo that with our 
united ſtrength we could not penetrate more than two feet 


deep into the centre of the heap, and that not without 
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great labour and trouble; and at laſt found only ſome rot- 


ten bits of trees, and ſomething that appeared to be a piece of 


a bone almoſt mouldered away to duſt. The Hottentot who 
before this, induced by the tobacco which we promiſed him, 
had aſſiſted us, though not without a great many ſneers, 
and ridiculing us in his own language which we did not 
underſtand, at laſt fairly burſt out a laughing, and began. 

likewiſe, with an air of great indignation, and moralizing 
on the matter, to turn his back upon the work. To this 


may be added, that this diſtrict Was very much noted for | ” 


barbouring lions; and that our horſes, which we had turned 
out upon the paſtures, With their heads and legs tied-toge- 


ther, had ſtrayed away, and were miſſing a long time be- 


fore we could find them again among the buſhes on this 
dangerous ſpot. 

In the duſk we got home. to our waggon, and were not 
a little pleaſed with the punctuality of the three farmers 
before ſpoken of, who were now come, agreeably to their 
promiſe, to aſſiſt us in hunting the ſea- cow : though at 
the ſame time I was then, and ſtill am exceedingly vexed at 
having miſſed the opportunity of exploring, in a proper 


manner, and with a ſufficient degree of accuracy, the heaps 


of ſtones occurring in theſe parts; an inveſtigation which 


would probably throw much light on the nature of man- 
kind in general, and more particularly on its priſtine con- 
dition in this part of the world. There was a vague report 
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the diſtrict of Camdebo, ſome ancient ſtone ruins; 


23 
ay > 
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* here, that a farmer had found on a {pop near 
This 
ſtory 1 ſhall make no comment upon; yet, together with 

the heaps of ſtones ſo often mentioned, it forms a ſubject 
worthy of a particular and cloſe inveſtigation: and this 
could not be done by any one better than Major GoR DON, 


Who, being a member of the regency at the Cape, and a 


man of great genius and an inquiſitive turn of mind, would 
certainly acquire as great a claim to the gratitude of the 
public by his ſucceſsful labours on this ſubject, as he has 
already. by developing the hiſtory " that remarkable ants 
mal, the camelopardalis. 1 

Jacob Koks-craal, which I have mentioned | before, and 
put down in my map, is a place which is in general paſſable 


with waggons; and from the ſituation of the mountains 


Hence, in order to go to another part of the river. 
day I for the firſt time perceived that my lazy Boſhies-men 


near it, and other circumſtances, is ſaid to be the key, as 
it were, to the northern part of Africa. It is reported to 
have obtained the name it now bears from the circumſtance 


of JacoB Kok, my friend at Zeekoe-rivier, who, with 
ſeveral others, had intended to make a long journey a great 


way up the country, having been detained for ſeveral © 
months by an unuſual flooding of the water; which in- 
deed: was ſo great, that the force of the ſtream even pre- 
vented them in their attempts to croſs it on a float of wood. 


On this, as well as on the Prey night, we had RO. : 


der and rain. 
On the next morning, wie the 23d, we fat off from 
This 


were able to run faſter and hold it out longer, than I 
| _ Joua 
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ſhould otherwiſe ever Have ſuppoſed. The farmers, who J es 
had lately joined our party, and who were better appriſed Www 
of this circumſtance than we, as well as of what was to 

be expected from theſe gentry, obliged ſome of them to 

carry our arms, and at the ſame time follow as faſt as We 
rode; our pace in general being an ordinary trot, which 

we now and then changed to a gallop, for ſeveral hours 
together, over different kinds of ground. Once or twice, 
indeed, we made a little ſtop; but twice at other times, 
having taken our arms from them and carried them our- 
felves, we rode faſter, by which means we ſoon got ſome- 
What a-head of them, but did not wait long before they 
again came up to us. In ſhort, J found then, as well as 
afterwards, that even the oldeſt of theſe fellows would run 


about twenty miles in the ſpace of three or four hours, 


without appearing to be extremely fatigued by it. The 
farmers moreover aſſured me, that they knew of Boſhies- 
men, who could hold out in this manner all day long; and 
had, by this means, ran down, and with their own hands 
deſtroyed, many elks or hart- beeſts, eſpecially when theſe 
creatures had been previouſly wounded. Indeed, moſt of 

the people belonging to this nation are obliged, for their 
ſupport, to acquire this ſwiftneſs of foot; to which be- 
ſides, their way of life, and their education from their 
infancy, cannot but diſpoſe them. | 
Towards evening, after having loſt our way ſeveral | 

times, we came by a number of. by-roads to a pit in the 
river, which our new guides, the farmers, knew uſed to 

be frequented by ſea-cows. For this reaſon, all the dif- 
ferent paths, by which theſe animals might come up from 
| : | tha 
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the river, were beſet by us ſeparately, our bunting- party 
conſiſting in the whole of ſeven perſons; viz. five of us 
Chriſtians, together with my Hottentot and another belong- 


ing to the farmers. Beſides this, the reſt of the Hottentots 


were ordered to go to the windward and to the more open 
places, and by ſmacking their whips and making other 
noiſes, to frighten the animal and drive it towards us, as ſoon 
as it ſhould make its appearance: in conſequence of which 
meaſures it appeared to us, that, when at length obliged 
to go on ſhore in queſt of its food, it muſt neceſſarily 
come to the hiding-place of ſome one of the hunters. 
Every one of theſe places were juſt at the edge of the river, 
between the reeds which grew on the dry parts of the 
river, or on thoſe ſpots which the water had left, and at 
the ſame time cloſe to the very narrow paths which the 
animal had made for itſelf at each place: in conſequence 
of which diſpoſition of our company, it would inevitably 


| Paſs not above ſix inches, or a foot at moſt, from the muz- 


zle of the ſportſman's piece. Conſequently our whole de- 
pendence was upon two contingent circumſtances, viz. that 
our guns did not miſs fire, and that the ſhot did not fail to 
prove mortal. In the former caſe, the ſportſman muſt 


_ have inevitably paid for his temerity with his life; though 


in the Jatter. he had reaſon to hope, from inſtances of what 
had happened to others, that the fire, together with the 
report from the piece, as well as the ball itſelf, would con- 
fuſe and ſtun the animal to ſuch a degree, as to prevent it 
from immediately making towards its enemy. 
The banks of the pit, which we then beſet, were in 
moſt Places ſteep and perpendicular, and the pit itſelf was 
| almoſt 
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almoſt three quarters of a mile long: but my poſt, and that No wh 
of my fellow-traveller, happened to be at the diſtance of rw 
not above thirty or forty paces from each other. To theſe 

very places too, after we had waited at them an hour and 

a half, in the moſt profound ſilence, the enormous animals 

did not fail to reſort. They had already, while on the 

other ſide of the river, got ſcent of the Hottentots, and 

now ſhewed by their ſwimming up and down and blowing 

_ themſelves, as well as by a ſhort but acute and piercing 

noiſe between grunting and neighing, that they were not 

without ſuſpicion of theſe paſſes. I imagine Mr. IMMELMAN 
as well as myſelf felt his heart beat rather ſtronger than uſual, 

| each of us expecting every moment to have a bout with a 

huge enormous beaſt, which we knew had given proofs of 

its being able to bite a man aſunder. Vet were we each of 
us at times no leſs fearful, leſt the other ſnould have the 
honour of killing game of ſuch conſequence. The ihhρh. 
potamus, however, left us, and, as we were afterwards in- 
formed, made its appearance in the ſame manner, where 

the farmers were ſtationed; notwithſtanding which, at 

that very inſtant we heard it ſhot at by one of the 

Hdtten ese 

The ſable darkneſs of the night, and the plittering of the 

Hottentot's piece, together with the loudneſs of the report 

from it, occaſioned by the weight of the charge, and the vi- 

brations of the echo prolonging the ſound along the neigh=- 

bouring chain of mountains, all conſpired to compoſe a. . 

moſt awful and ſuperb ſpectacle, which was {till heightened ' 

by the expectation of ſeeing an animal fall ſuperior in 
bulk to the elephant. This * ſpectacle was imme 
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| d by a ridiculous Kind of farce perforrned by 


mw 3 troop of baboons, which, from their calling and anfwer- 


hood, with regular out-poſts in the trees on each fide o 
After an interval of a couple of minutes, ſilence again took 


ing each other along a ſtrait line, we could Aer to be 
encamped on a ſteep rocky mountain in the neighbour- 


it. 


place till two o'clock, when the other Hottentot fired his 


Piece, and another alarm, though of ſhorter duration, went 


through the baboons out-poſts and head- quarters. 
The next morning, for the arrival of which we ardently 
longed in order to ſatisfy our curioſity, our Hottentot 
ſportſmen related to us the following particulars concern- 


ing the adventures of the night. Involved in darkneſs, 
covered up to the eyes in reeds, and overſhadowed with 
branches-of trees, they could only get a glimpſe of the 


animal, and conſequently could not anſwer for their ſhots 


having taken place: and one of them acknowledged, that 


he was a little confuſed, as he could not well ſee what he 


was about; and for the ſame reaſon fired his piece too ſoon, 


before the animal had well riſen out of the water : the 
other, indeed, had had an opportunity, both with the 


ball and ſhot that made up the charge, of hitting the 
creature as it paſſed by him; but he could not ſee 
Which part of the animal preſented itſelf before the 
muzzle of his piece. As ſoon as he had fired, he 


| , flank away, and directly afterwards heard the beaſt 


take to the water. The reſt of the Hottentots had 


obſerved one of theſe animals, probably a different one 


from this, run up on a ſhallow along the river fide, and 
thus make its eſcape, without their having” been able to 


ns 3. prevent 
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prevent it. After this we ſtaid here till the afternoon, in 


anuary. 


hopes that the wounded animals would die and riſe to the 9 


top of the water, but we ſtaid in vain; and to as little 
purpoſe would it probably have been, had we waited ſtill 
longer, as there grew by the ſide of the river a great 
number of trees, to the roots of which theſe creatures, it 


is ſaid, in the agonies of death, make themſelves faſt, by 


means of their long and crooked tuſks. On the other 
hand, ſuppoſing theſe two ſea-cows to be but {lightly 
wounded, they would be cautious how they made their 


appearance; and, indeed, in all probability, it would have 
been a dangerous ſervice to the ſportſmen who ſhould have 


ventured to follow them any farther. Beſides, the water 


had now, in the ſpace of a few hours, riſen conſiderabl y,, [ven 


and had overflowed many ſpots fit for lying in ambuſh ; 
for which reaſon we departed to another hippopotaraus- 
pit, leſs than this. 

Here too we laid, by way of ſnare, a "OP ne 
which the farmers had brought with them for that pur- 


poſe; the Hottentots occupied one poſt, Mr. IMMELMAN | 
and LABESCANJE guarded another; the oldeſt of the far- 
mers, POTGIETER, with his ſon FLIP, ſtationed themſelves 


at the third, and placed me in the middle of them. Juſt 
in this part, the banks of the river were of a conſiderable 
height, and the river itſelf was dried up, near an exten- 


five ſhallow, where it was ſpread out into a little plain co- 


vered with pebble-ſtones and gravel. We three then ſet 


ourſelves down cloſe by the fide of each other, in a path 
made by the ſea-cows, making ourſelves pretty certain, as 


the place was flat, and conſequently it was light here, of 


VoL, II. N — ; 
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being able, if any hippopotamus ſhould chance to come 


i upon the ſhallow and look about it, to ſee it plain enough 


ſwift as an arrow out of a bow; at the ſame time, I heard 


to kill it with a volley of three ſhot. But, to the great 
_ endangering of our lives, we, on a ſudden, found the 


animal much quicker in its motions, as well as bolder than 
we had thought it: for while I was fitting half aſleep and 
moralizing on the ſubject, ſtruck with the conſideration, 
that although we, with our guns, had at that preſent mo- 
ment the dominion over Job's Leviatban or Behemoth, yet 
on the other hand, the flies, or ſmall muſquitoes, had the 


dominion over us, (ſo much, indeed, that I was obliged 


to wrap my face up in a handkerchief,) a ſea-cow came 
out of the river, ruſhing upon us, with a hideous cry, as 


the farmer call out, * Heer Fe/us ” but fortunately at the 


very inſtant he diſcharged his piece, which flaſhing full in 


the animal's face, contributed, perhaps, more than the 
ball, to make it ſtart back ; when ſetting up another cry, 
it threw itſelf into the water agen. with as great Precipita- 


tion as it came out. 


At this I was not a little alarmed ; - yet, what is very ſin- 
gular, not at the danger, (which was real,) of being tram- 
pled under foot, or being bitten aſunder by the beaſt, but 


in conſequence of my apprehenſions, (which were merely 


imaginary,) of being drowned : for the rattling noiſe, 
ariſing from the creature's running out of the water and 
along the ſtoney beech, immediately ſuggeſted to me the 
idea, that the river had on a ſudden overflowed its banks: 


a ſuppoſition to which I was the more inclined, as I knew 


that this accident ee more — here than at 


Gaurit- 


* 
F 
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 Gaurits-rivier, (for an account of which I muſt refer the 4. 1776. 


nuary. 


reader to Vol. I. page 254:) and as the bippopotamus, when 
it is newly come up out of the water, and is wet and limy, 


is ſaid to gliſten in the moon-ſhine like a fiſh, it is no 
wonder, that as ſoon as I took my handkerchief from be- 
fore my eyes, it ſhould appear to me, at ſo near a view as 
I had of it, like a high column of water, which ſeemed to 
threaten to carry us off and drown us in a moment : for 
which reaſon, I ran, or rather flew towards the higher | 
ground, leaving both my guns and my brother ſentinels 
behind me; but, as juſt at this ſpot, I was prevented by the 
ſteepneſs of the river's banks from aſcending the heights, 
and nevertheleſs perceived that neither my companions F329 
nor myſelf were drowned, it ran in FFF 086 
| ſpace of ſeveral ſeconds, that we were all of us either tae 
dreaming or delirious. The farmer's ſon had fallen aſleep, 
and {till continued to ſleep very ſoundly : as to the farmer 
himſelf, who, panting and breathleſs, every now and then. 
looked up to heaven, and at the ſame time, with much 
aukwardneſs and buſtle, was endeavouring to make his 
eſcape, I made all the haſte I could to diſengage him from 
a large wrapper, which, as well on account of his gout as 
by way of keeping off the flies, he had wrapped round his 
legs. I then aſked him what courſe the water had taken 
when it overflowed; and he, after a long pauſe, anſwered 
only by aſking me in his turn, if I was not mad; upon 
which I was almoſt ready to put the ſame queſtion to my- 
ſelf : and even at laſt, when all this was unriddled to me, 
could not help doubting of the truth of it, till T found the 
farmer's gun was really diſcharged ; for the rattling among 
ME. _ — 
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the ſtones and the ſquaſhing in the water, occaſioned by 
the ſea-cow, was what I firſt heard, and what made me 
take to my legs; ſo that I did not attend in the leaſt either 
to the report of the gun or the cry of the animal, though 
theſe latter appeared to the reſt of our party the moſt ter- 
rible ; ſo much, indeed, that they occaſioned Mr. IMMEL- 


MAN, together with the farmer's ſon-in-law, to fly from 


their poſt, though they had teen nothing of all that. had 


happened, and could not eaſily have come to any harm. 


We concluded the chaſe, and ſpent the remainder of the 
night in laughing at each other; in chatting and forming 


various conjectures with regard to the precipitation and 


impetuous fury of the ſea-cow, which, however, was pro- 
bably as much alarmed and frightened as we ourſelves could 


poſſibly be: we even ſmoked a couple of pipes, while we 


liſtened to the roaring of the lion, and waited for the ap- 


proach of the morning. Several Hottentots then told us, 
that ſoon after the noiſe and tumult we have been deſcrib- 


ing had ceaſed, they had ſeen a ſea- co.] making its way | 


__ out of the river towards that ſide of it which was un- 


_ guarded. 


On the 25th, from ſome traces of the ſea-cows which 


we found in the duſt near another ſpot, we concluded that 


many of theſe huge amphibious animals had lately taken 


up their quarters in a certain pit thereabouts, which we ac- 


cordingly prepared to lay ſiege to in every poflible way. 
In the mean time, we obſerved a young lion make its 

eſcape into a cloſe thicket, on the fide of this ſame pit, 

where it would be perfectly ſafe from us and our hounds. 


Not much approving of this animal's being ſo near a neigh- 


bour 


* 
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bour to us, we thought it beſt for ſeveral of us markſmen 


to be together at each hiding- place; at the ſame time or 


dering our Hottentots, partly by making a noiſe and up- 
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roar, and partly by means of making large fires, to frighten 


the ſea-cows from attempting any of the other paſſes. 


Theſe animals had probably been beſet in the ſame 


manner ſeveral times before, as this night we ſcarcely heard 
any thing of them. In the mean time, however, we 
flattered ourſelves, that by continuing to block them up, 
we ſhould at leaſt by ſtarving them, force them to quit 


their aſylum, and expoſe CR on the land to the fire 


of our guns. 


On the 26th nie we were on the ſearch after theſe 
animals, between the hours of ten and eleven in the fore: 
noon, and alſo juſt before duſk, though upon a quite dif= + 


ferent plan from what we had before, as we meant now to 
hit them on their ſnouts the inſtant they ſhould {tick them 


up within the reach of our guns out of the water, in 


order to take breath, or rather, (as it is not unaptly called 
by the coloniſts) to blow themſelves. In order that the 


ſhot might prove mortal, we were obliged, however, on 


this occaſion, to direct it in ſuch a manner, that the ball 


ſhould paſs through the cavity of the noſe into'the brain. 


It was merely upon this plan, that we went: out after the 
| ſea-cows, before we arrived at Agter Bruntjes-boogte,' and 
were ſtrengthened by the farmer's party. But we conſtantly 
found theſe animals too ſhy, to allow us to put our de- 
ſigns in execution: for although in thoſe places where they 


had not been frightened or wounded, they will often in the 


middle of the day raiſe their heads and part of their bodies 


aboye 
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1776: above the Guben of the water, they at this time ſcarcely 

January 
ORE ventured juſt to put one of their noſtrils only out of it, in 

order to breathe almoſt imperceptibly; and this only for the 

mioſt part, in thoſe ſpots in which they were ſheltered from 

As by the hanging branches of trees. Notwithſtanding this 

diſadvantageous ſituation, they ſeemed in' conſequence of 

the acuteneſs of their ſmell, ſtill to beware of us, eſpecially 

on, when we were to the windward of them; as in that caſe 

they inſtantly withdrew to another part. ! 

The ſame night, we betook ourſelves again to our poſts; ; 

and in the duſk of the evening, I ſaw a little animal, which 

probably was an otter, ſtick its head up out of the water 

and blow itſelf a little, ſuffering itſelf for a few moments 

to be borne away by the current. | 

At half an hour after eight, it being N very W . 

a ſea-cow began at intervals to raiſe its head above the 

water, and utter a ſharp, piercing, and, as it were, very an- 

gry cry, which ſeemed to be between grunting and neigh- 

ing. Perhaps this cry may be beſt expreſſed by the words, 

geurb hurb, heoh-heoh : the two firſt being uttered ſlowly, 

in a hoarſe but ſharp and tremulous ſound, reſembling the 

grunting of other animals ; while the third, or compound 

word, is ſounded extremely quick, and is not unlike the 

neighing of a horſe. It is true, it is impoſſible to expreſs 

theſe inarticulate ſounds in writing to any great degree of 

perfection ; but, perhaps, one may make nearer approaches 

to it, than one can to the SN ſounds of the 

Hottentot language. 

At eleven o'clock came the ſame; or elſe 3 other bip- 

popotamus, and in ke manner viſited the poſts we occu- 


5 9 5 pied; 
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pied; he did. not, however, dare to come up, though to 


our extreme mortification we heard him come and nibble. 
the boughs which hung over the ſurface of the water, as 


well as a little graſs and a few low ſhrubs which grew here 


and there on the inſide of the river's banks. We were, 


however, in hopes, that this way of living would not long 


ſuffice animals, one of which only required almoſt a larger 


portion than a whole team of oxen. Thus far at leaſt is 
certain, that if one ſhould calculate the conſumption of 


Proviſions made by a ſea-cow, from the ſize of its fauces, 
and from that of its body and of its belly, which hangs 
almoſt down to the ground, as well as from the quantity 


of graſs which I have at different times obſerved to have 
been conſumed by one of | theſe animals in the | ſpots, 


whither it has eome over night to graze, the amount would 


appear almoſt incredible. 


On the 27th day, we met with the misfortune of one 


of our Hottentots having heedleſsly hit the muzzle of his 
gun againſt a rock, ſo that it went off and ſhot him through 
the foot, at the ſame time wounding ſeveral others in the 


legs with the ſhivers of the ball (a compoſition of lead and 


tin) which was ſplit in pieces againſt a rock. As proviſions 


were now ſcarce with us, we were obliged in the day-time 
to ride a conſiderable way round about the neighbourhood: 
in ſearch of game. Excluſively of our having had an op-- 
portunity of giving chaſe, en paſſant, though without ſuc- 
ceſs, to a lion and a ena, we had the good luck to catch 


a young wood-pig, and to ſhoot a hart-beeſt; but our 


Hottentots going El two hours afterwards to fetch off | 


the 
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che major part of it. In the afternoon it thundered, and 

we paſſed the following night at the ſame poſts as we occu- 

pied on the night preceding, the ſea-cows acting much! in 
the ſame manner as before. 

On the 28th, after ſun-riſe, juſt as we were thinking 

of going from our poſts home to our waggons, there comes 

a female hippopotamus with her calf, from ſome other pit | 
or river, to take up her quarters in that which we were 


then blockading. While ſhe was waiting at a rather ſteep 


part of the river's banks, and looking back after her calf, 
which was lame, and conſequently came on but flowly, 
ſhe received a ſhot in her ſide, upon which ſhe directly 
plunged into the river, but was not mortally wounded ; 
for FLie, the drowſieſt of all ſublunary beings, who had 
ſhot her, and at that inſtant could hardly be awakened by 
two Hottentots, was ſtill half aſleep when he fired his 
Piece; and happy was it for him, that the enormous beaſt 
did not make towards his hiding- or rather fleeping- place, 


and ſend him into the other world to fleep for ever. In 


the mean time his ſhot was ſo far of ſervice, that one of 


my Hottentots ventured to ſeize the calf and hold it faſt by 


its hind legs, till the reſt of the hunting party came to his 
aſſiſtance. Upon which the calf was faſt bound, and with 
the greateſt joy borne in triumph to our waggons ; though 
while they were taking it over a ſhallow near the river, 
the Hottentots were very much alarmed, leſt the wounded 
mother and the other ſea-cows, ſhould be induced by the 
cries of the calf to come to its reſcue; the creature; as long 
as it was bound, making a noiſe much like a hog that is. 


= going. to be killed, or is ſtuck faſt between two poſts. The 


ſound, 
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CAPE or n Neon 
found, however, proceeding from the hippopotamus calf, Ja 77%: 
was more ſhrill and harſh. This young animal ſhowed S | 
likewiſe a conſiderable ſhare of ſtrength in the attempt it W 


made to get looſe, and was found to be quite unmanage- 
able and unwieldy; the length of it being already three 
feet and a half, and the height two feet; though the Hot- 
tentots ſuppoſed it to be no more than a fortnight, or at 
moſt three weeks old. When at laſt it was turned looſe, __ = 
it ceaſed cry ing; and when the Hottentots had paſſed their —_ 8 
hands ſeveral times over its noſe, ' in order to accuſtom it 4 
to their effluvia, directly began to take to them. 

While the calf was yet alive, I made a drawing of it, a 
copy of which may be ſeen in the Swediſh Tranſactions fot 
1778, and likewiſe in Plate IV. of this volume. After 
this it was killed, diſſected, and eaten up in leſs than three 
hours time. The reaſon of this quick diſpatch was partly 
the warmth of the weather, and partly our being in abſo- 
late want of any other freſh proviſions. The dried ſkin, 
which I brought home with me, is of the thickneſs of the 
ſole of a thin ſhoe, and at the ſame time was very ſtiff. 
Notwithſtanding theſe diſadvantages, I have had it ſtuffed 
for the cabinet of the Royal Academy, ſo as to bear a to- 
lerable reſemblance to the living animal, excepting that the 
belly could not be ſufficiently diſtended. On this account, 
the drawing given by M. ALLAMAND from a ſtuffed hip- 
popotamus calf, and afterwards copied in M. DE BUFrFoN's 
Supplement, muſt neceſſarily be faulty, in reſpect that it 
is too lean, and the toes or hoofs too far diſtant from each 
other. The eyes, moreover, are made too large, and juſt 
the fame may doubtleſs be ſaid of the figures given of the 

n... O o adult 
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1776. A W IM the ſame Place, We found the 
N fleſh and fat of this calf, as flabby as one 1 might have ex- 
pected from its want of age, and conſequently not near 

ſo good as that of the old /ea-cows; of which I found the 

fleſh tender, and the fat of a taſte ike marrow, or at leaſt 

not ſo greaſy and ſtrong as other fat. It is for this reaſon, 
likewiſe, that the coloniſts look upon the fleſh and fat of 

the ſea- cow, as the wholeſomeſt meat that can be eaten; 

the gelatinous part of the feet in particular, when pro- 
perly dreſſed, being accounted a great delicacy. The dried 
tongues of theſe animals are alſo conſidered, even at the 
Cape, as a rare and ſavory diſh. On my return to Swe- 

den, I had the honour to furniſh his Majeſty's table with 

a dried ſea-cow's tongue, two feet and eight inches long. 
With reſpect to form, the tongue of a full- grown hippo- 
potamus is very blunt at the tip, and is, in fact, broadeſt 

at that part; if, at the ſame time, it is ſlanted off towards 

one ſide, and marked with /obes, as I was informed it is, 

this circumſtance may, perhaps, proceed from the friction 

it ſuffers againſt the teeth, towards the ſide on which the 
animal chiefly chews; at leaſt ſome traces of this oblique 
form were diſcoverable on the dried dongve I am peaks 

ing. of. . 

On the ſkin 55 the hippopstanim calf bh: 1 had 
ſtuffed for the Royal Academy, there are ſome ſtiff reddiſn- 
brown hairs, from a quarter to half an inch long, ſome 

on the inſide of the ears, and others about the noſe and 

the back part of the neck; but they grow ſo ſcattered and 

thin, as to be at the diſtance of 1-8th, or even half an inch 

from each other. There are alla hairs upon the back like the 
former, i 
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1 
former, excepting that they are ſtill more thi 15 ſcattered and 1776. 
ſhorter ; theſe were longeſt on the edges of the tail, as 1 2 — 


formerly obſerved in the deſcription 1 gave of this animal 


in the Swediſh Tranſactions, though they have ſince fallen 


off during the ſtuffing of the animal. The reſt of the hide 


is quite bare of hairs. The tail itſelf is flattened at the 
ſides, and conſequently the edges or ſharp parts of it look. 


un and downwards, as in the tail of the rhinoceros. 


The tuſks, or canine teeth are to be ſeen on the calf 


here deſcribed, already grown to the length of half an 


inch; but thoſe of the large ſea-cows weigh, according 
to KolBE, ten pounds. An aſſertion which is, however, 
criticized by M. DE LA CAILLE, at page 349, who aflerts, 


that they ſcarcely weigh. three pounds, M. DE BUFFON 
again, Tom. XII. page 38, ſays, that the weight of one 


of the grinders exceeds three pounds, and that the tuſks 


are each of them from twelve to ſixteen inches in length, 


and weigh twelve or thirteen pounds. On the other hand, 
though I have actually had an opportunity of ſeeing a great 


many very large ſea-cow-teeth, yet I find that one of the 
largeſt ſize which I had brought home with me and pre- 
ſented to the Royal Academy of Sciences, weighs no more 


than ſix pounds nine ounces, and is twenty-ſeven inches 


long, meaſured along the infide of its curvature ; and con- 
ſequently about twice the length, and at the Kane time 
not half the weight of that mentioned by M. DE Burrox. 
It is therefore to be hoped, that this illuſtrious author will 
excuſe my preſumption in doubting the accuracy of his ac- 
count, eſpecially as M. DAUBENTON himſelf, at page 62 of 
the fame Tome, makes the length of a canine tooth of the 
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bippopotamus to be twenty-ſix. inches, and conſiquenty 
twice as long as it is affirmed to be by M. Dz Burrow. [ 


Have not yet weighed a grinder of one of theſe animals; 
| at preſent, however, I cannot help doubting, whether M. 


DE BUFFON can find any that exceed the weight of three 


pounds; for an elephant's grinder, which 1 brought home 


with me as a preſent for the cabinet of the Royal Academy, 
weighs four pounds and a half, and is nine inches broad; 
but yet, to judge from the eye, was at leaſt three times * 


large in every dimenſion as any grinder of a hippopotamus, 


with Which J compared it, and of which 1 have had an op- 


portunity of ſeeing great numbers, in ſeveral ſkulls, in dif- 


ferent ſpots on the banks of Yiſch-rivier, being the relics 


— ſea-cows which the farmers had ſhot there from time to 


time. From what has been ſaid it likewiſe follows, that 


KOLBE is in this particular the moſt to be depended upon. 


M. DE BUFFON is, however, in the right, when he aſſerts, 1, c. : 


page 48, that KoLRE took the figures of his animals from 


other people, and compoſed moſt of his deſcriptions from 
memory, ſo that no Loy PE] is to be en upon 
them. . : 

The mouth of the 1 is 10 1——0 that though 
a full third of the enormous tuſks above-mentioned in the 


lower jaw, as well as ſeveral of the fore-teeth which pro- 


jet forwards, ſtands clear of the gums, yet they are not 
ſeen except when the animal opens his mouth. 1 
The hide of the adult hippopotamus bears a great re- 
ſemblance to that of the rhinoceros, but is rather thicker. 


5 Whips likewiſe made of this hide are ſtronger, and, (after 
being uſed ome time,) are more e pliable than thoſe made 


— 
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of the hide of the rhinoceros uſually are, though they : are Fro 
ary. - 
not ſo tranſparent as theſe latter are when new. . 
The food of the hippopotamus conſiſts entirely in ande . 
and graſs, a circumſtance of which we are informed by Fa- 8 
ther LoBo; and which may partly be inferred from what I De” 
have already ſaid on the ſubject, as well. as from the figure 
of the ſtomach belonging to the Fetus of a hippopotamus 
given in Meſſrs. DE BurFoN and DAUBENTON's elegant 
work. I therefore do not look upon it as very probable; 
that theſe animals, agreeably to the aſſertions of M. DE 
BUFFON, Page 93, or of DAMPIER in his voyage, ſhould 
hunt after fiſh by way of preying. upon them ; eſpecially 
as in ſome of the rivers in the ſouthern part of Africa, 
where the ſea-cows are ſeen daily and in great abundance, 
there is not a fiſh to be ſeen; and in others only a few. 
_ baſtard ſpringers, as they are called, (cyprinus gonorynchus) 
which are ſcarcely as big as a common herring. It is ſaid, 
that a ſmall ſpecies of carp is ſtilk more: rarely to be met 
with here. It is true, that the ſea-cows ſometimes fre- 
quent the mouths. of the rivers. here, which are full of 
ſea-fiſh, and even ſometimes: the ſea itſelf: we know, how- 
ever, that theſe huge quadrupeds are, notwithſtanding this,. 
obliged to go from thence. upon dry land in queſt of + | 
Neither is it probable that they can drink the ſea-water; 
an inſtance was related to me of the contrary in the caſe of 
a hippopotamus, which, having been diſturbed in the rivers, 
had taken refuge in the ſea, and yet was obliged to go 
aſhore every night and drink freſh water from a well in. 
the neighbourhood, till at laſt it was ſhot by ſome people. 
that lay in wait for, it there, That the nippopotamuſes 
— ey actually 
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Gray lived in falt-water, I have ſeen evident proofs = 


Www the mouths both of Kromme and Camtour rivers, particu- 


larly in the latter, on my Journey homewards; where 
many of theſe animals blowed themſelves in broad day- 
light, and thruſt their heads up above the water; and one 


of them in particular, which had been wounded by an ill- 
directed ſhot on the noſe, neighed from anger and reſent- 
ment. In Krakekamma ] ſaw on the beach manifeſt traces 


of a hippopotamus which had come out of the ſea, but 
had retired thither again directly. That very attentive na- 


vigator Captain BuRTZ informed me, that on the eaſtern 


coaſt of Africa he had frequently ſeen ſea-horſes (meaning 
probably the hippopotamus) raiſe their heads above the 


ſurface of the water, . in order to blow themſelves and 


neigh. I have been induced to be rather circumſtantial on 
this ſubject, as Mr. ADANSON has been pleaſed, in his 


Voyage au Senegal, to limit the abode of the hippopotamus 


to the freſh water rivers only in Africa; and M. DE Bur- 


FON has taken upon him to ſupport this opinion, and to 
render KOLBE's teſtimony to the contrary liable to ſuſpicion, 
An old experienced huntſman told me, that he had once 


3 two hippopotamuſes copulate, which they did in he 


Tame manner as common cattle. On this occaſion the 
| beaſts ſtood in a ſhallow cok of the river, where the water 


reached up to their knees. 


The ſize of the largeſt of the two ſea- Co meaſured by 
ZEREN CHI, Was, according to BUFFON, Tom. XII. page 31, 


as follows: The length ſixteen feet nine inches, the girt 


Aker feet, the mags 11x feet and a half, the aperture of 
- the 
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the mouth two feet four inches wide, and the tuſks were 
above a toot long, clear of the ſockets. | 
The method of catching the hippopotamus conſiſts (be+ 


ſides ſhooting. it) in making pits for it in thoſe parts by 
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which the animal paſſes, in his way to and from the river; | 


but this method is peculiar to the Hottentots, and is only 
practiſed by them in the rainy ſeaſon, as the ground in 
ſummer is too hard for that purpoſe. It is ſaid that they 


have never ſucceeded in killing this huge aquatic anim al 


with poiſoned darts, though this way of killing game is 


practiſed with advantage by the Hottentots for the deſtruc- 


tion both of the elephant and rhinoceros. The coloniſts, 
mentioned by M. HASSELQUIST, as being common in Egypt, 
viz. to ſtrew on the ground as many peaſe or beans as the 
animal can poſſibly eat, by which means it burſts its belly 
and dies. But as this method is very expenſive, and they 
can generally have this animal for a ſingle charge of pow- 
der and a lead and tin ball, ſent in a proper direction, they 


chiefly and indeed almoſt ilely' have recourle to this e e 
expedient. c 


likewiſe,” were not entirely unacquainted with the method 


1 hippopotamus 18 as not ſo a in its pace c 


on land as the generality of the larger quadrupeds, though 


perhaps it is not ſo flow and heavy as M. DE BUFFON, I. c. 
page 39, deſcribes it to be; as both the Hottentots and: 
coloniſts look upon it as dangerous to meet a hippopotamus 
out of the water, eſpecially, as according to report, they had 
had a recent inſtance of one of theſe animals, which, from 
certain circumſtances, was ſuppoſed to be in rut, having, 


7 difficult 


for ſeveral hours, purſued a Hottentot, who found it very 


_—_ : 
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on. difficult to make his eſcape. | M. KLOCKNER confirms this 
N opinion, by the inſertion of a ee to this Ne related 


. one MARAIS. 

The people of this be did not entertain the ſame 
Opinion of the medicinal virtues of the hippopotamus, as 
they did of particular parts of the elephant and rhino- 
ceros; excepting one coloniſt, who imagined he had found 
the os petroſum of this animal, reduced to powder, and 
taken in the quantity that would lie on the point of a knife, 
excellent in convulſions, and particularly in the convul- 
ſions (/tuypen) of children. That the fleſh is reckoned 
very wholeſome food, I have already mentioned. 

Having already exceeded the limits I had preſcribed _." Ju 
myſelf, I do not intend particularly to dwell here on the 
anatomy of the hippopotamus we caught, eſpecially as the 
internal conformation of the calf is ſomewhat different 
from that. of the adult animal. I ſhall, therefore, only 
briefly mention the following particulars : : the ſtomachs 
were four in number, and conſequently one more than in 
the foetus examined by M. DAUBENTON, which was kept 
in ſpirits. Compare Burrox, Tom. XII. Tab. IV. Fig. 2. 
The two firſt ſtomachs, which correſpond with, and were 
ſomewhat ſimilar to the ſtomachs H. and L. (L c.) were 
each of them about ſeven inches long, and three inches 
in diameter; the third was nine inches in length, and a 
little wider than. the two former; the fourth was ſeven 
inches long, and at the upper part five inches broad, but 
decreaſed by degrees on one fide till it terminated in the 
pylorus, which had an aperture an inch in width, being 
about half as wide again as the cardio. I did not obferve 


any 
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any ſuch valves as M. DAUBENTON has adintated: The 
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firſt ſtomach we found moſtly empty, it containing only a 


few lumps of cheeſe or curd; it likewiſe differed from the 


reſt by the finer texture of its internal coat. The in- 


ternal membrane of the ſecond ſtomach was rather coarſer, 
and had many ſmall holes in it; it likewiſe contained ſe- 


veral clods of caſeous matter, together with a great quan- 


tity of ſand and mud. The third ſtomach had very viſible 


folds, both longitudinal and tranſverſal, on the inſide of 


it, and contained lumps of caſeous matter of a yellow co- 


lour and harder conſiſtence than the others, together with 
ſeveral leaves quite whole and freſh, and at the ſame time 
ſome dirt. The interior membrane of the fourth ſtomach 
was very ſmooth, though it was not without folds; in the 


ſtomach itſelf there was a good deal of dirt, with a ſmall 


quantity of curds, which were whiter than they were in 


any of the other ſtomachs. This fourth ſtomach i a 


great meaſure covered the reſt, bein g ſituated on the right 


fide of the animal, and was found to have the upper part 
of the milt adhering to its ſuperior and interior edge. From 
hence this latter viſcus, which was one foot long and three 


inches broad, diverged downwards on the left fide. The 


inteſtinal canal was 109 feet long; the liver meaſured 
fourteen inches from right to left, and ſeven or eight from 
the hind part to the fore part. On its anterior edges it had 
a large notch, being in other reſpects undivided and entire ; 


it was of an irregular form, being broadeſt towards the 


left fide, where I diſcovered a gall-bladder five inches in 
length. In the uterus there was nothing particularly worthy 


of —— I found two teats — the heart, ſurrounded 
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with more fat in proportion than the elk-antilope's heart, 
” deſcribed at page 208 of this volume; the length of this 

muſcle was five inches, and the breadth about four inches 
and a half. The communication between the auricles 
called the foramen ovale, was above an inch in diameter; 

each lobe of the lungs was eleven inches long and undi- 
vided; but at the ſuperior and exterior part of the right 
lobe, there were two ſmall lobes or proceſſese levated half 


an inch above the ſurface; and on the ſide correſponding i 


to it, in the left lobe, and in the upper part of it, there 
Was a little excreſcence, terminating in a point; ſomewhat 
below this, yet more forwards, there was found likewiſe a 
proceſs, half an inch in height. Directly over the lower 


| Lauch of the communication Prey mean the? Sen e 


ES an 610 Fromm! ies den to the ee | Tart 
One of my brother ſportſmen informed me, that he had 
once obſerved a peculiar kind of vermin on the body of one 


of theſe amphibious animals; but on the calf we had caught 


we found nothing but a ſpecies of leech, which kept merely 
about the anus, and likewiſe at a conſiderable height up in 
the ſtrait gut, where, by a ſeaſonable abſtraction of the 


blood, they may be of uſe to theſe large amphibious ani- 


mals; and particularly may act as preſervatives againſt the 
piles, repaying themſelves for their trouble in kind. Moſt 
of them were very ſmall, but on the other hand there was 


a conſiderable number of them. The only large one I 
law of this ſpecies, being ſomewhat more than an inch in 


length, I deſcribed and made a drawing of; this is inſerted 
* the name of the Hirudo cons corpore ſupra nigri- 
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cante, medio lon gitudi naliter| ndl, ſubtus pallide fuſeo, 
in the elegant treatiſe on worms, which M. ApoLeaus 
Movers, firſt ſecretary of the Patriotic Society at Stock- 


holm, is preparing for the preſs. Inſtead of the lighter 


coloured ſtreak upon the back, there was diſcoverable in 


ſome of theſe leeches, one, and ſometimes two longitu- 
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dinal browniſh lines, which ene * and fainter to- 


wards the extremities. 


The huge animal, of which we have been freaking, 
has doubtleſs obtained its preſent name of hippopotamus, 


which fignifies river-horſe, merely in conſequence of the 
neighing ſound it makes; as otherwiſe in its form it bears 
not the leaſt reſemblance to a horſe, but rather to a hog. 
Neither does it in the leaſt reſemble the ox; ſo it could be 
only the different ſtomachs of this animal, which could 
occaſion it to be called ſea-cow, at the Cape ; and, perhaps, 


it is for the ſame reaſon, that the Hottentots call it the 


I gao, which nearly approaches to 7 gau, the name by 
which the buffalo is known among theſe people. 

From the account given by BELLoxrus of a tame 
pppd which he deſcribes as a beaſt of a very mild 
and gentle nature, as well as from the diſpoſition of the 


calf we had juſt caught, it follows, that this animal might 


be eaſily brought over to Europe, where it has been for- 
merly exhibited at two different times in the public ſpectacles 
at Rome. (Vid. PLIN. lib. 8. and DloN. Cass. lib. 1 I.) For 
this purpoſe, the capture might eaſieſt be made at Konaps- 
river, where theſe animals, according to the accounts given 


me by the Caffres, reſide in great abundance; and milch- 


cos might be kept ready at hand, in order to rear the 


* 
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calf; in . it was a ſuckling. Indeed, 1 am apt to * | 
that one a little older than this, would not be very nice in 
its food; as that which we caught, was induced by hunger, 
as ſoon as it was let looſe near the waggon, to put up with 


ſomething not extremely delicate, which bad been juſt 
dropped from one of our oxen. This, perhaps, may ap- 
pear very extraordinary in an animal with four ſtomachs; 


but there have been inſtances of this kind known in com- 


mon cattle,, which in Herjedal are partly fed with horſe- 


dung *. (Vid. A. A. HuLpHrrs's Beſtrifning om Norrlaud, 
3:je Saml. on. Herjedalen, | page 27—87.) I have. been 
likewiſe aſſured, that this method of feeding cattle has been 
practiſed with great advantage in Up/andia, when there has 


been a ſcarcity of fodder ; and that afterwards theſe ſame 


cattle, even when they have not been in want of proper 
fodder, have taken to this food of their own accord, and 


eaten it without any thing elſe being mixed with it. 


At noon the temperature of the air was, according to 


FAHRENHEIT's thermometer, 104 degrees; and the heat of 


the fun, to which I had been to-day particularly expoſed, 
occaſioned me to have a violent head-ach, which, however, 
was ſenſibly relieved, by wetting. my head all over with 
vinegar. The length of time we had ſet up, had likewiſe 
not a little contributed to this indiſpoſition of mine; not- 
withſtanding which, we reſolved ſtill to continue blockad- 


ing this place. The following night, however, it was un- 


comfortable and even dangerous for us to keep at our poſts, 


in the open air, as there fell a violent thunder-ſhower, which 


not only made ſome of our fire- arms uſeleſs, but even ex- 


* HuLeneR' $ Deſcription of Norrland. 
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tinguiſhed the fires we had made at the upper ſide of the 


pit; ſo that two ſea-cows had the boldneſs to venture out RI 


of the water at this place, and run along the ſhallow in 
the river. We fired, indeed, a ſhot at them! in the dark at 
a venture, but without effect, 


On the 29th in the morning, finding chat it would not 
be worth while to ſtay here any longer, we took our depar- 
ture, going towards the ſouth, and hunting Uhu and 
koedoes, one of which latter leaped into the river, as I have 


before mentioned at page 216 of this volume. In the 


evening, we had hardly taken our oxen out of the waggons, 


and unſaddled our horſes, before a large rhinoceros paſſed 


within fifty paces of our waggon, probably without ſeeing 


any thing of us; as otherwiſe, in the opinion of the 


Hottentots, this enormous animal would not have failed at 


leaſt to have turned our waggon topſy-turvy. I have made 
mention of this rhinoceros at page 111 of this volume. 
It was, as we afterwards learned, in the midſt of its flight, 
having been hunted juſt before by two of our party. It 


had likewiſe got to a conſiderable diſtance from us, before 
we could take our fire-arms out of the waggon ; ſo that 
two ſhot that we ſent after him, could not poſſibly have 


any effect. Our hounds, which at firſt were able to keep 
cloſe to the animal's heels, formed a ſtrong contraſt to'the 
coloſſal ſize of this animal; while the beaſt or his part 


did not ſeem to take the leaſt notice of them, but, with a 


trifling riſe and fall of the neck, kept on an even and ſteady 


courſe, which, in fact, was a kind of pacing, but nevertheleſs + 
rid a great deal of ground; which pace, however, as ſoon 


as he — the report of our guns, he altered to a very 
— faſt 
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"0p faſt gallop, ſo that the hounds were in an inſtant left at a 
to: — great diſtance behind: and it appears to me, that any 
ſportſman, though mounted on an excellent hunter, would 
inevitably be loſt, who ſhould be purſued by this animal, 
and had not art enough to get out of the fight and 
ſcent of it, by ſhifting and dodging occaſionally. In this 
particular the rhinoceros was ſaid to reſemble the elephant, 
that without delaying or ſtopping in the leaſt, it will run 
to the diſtance of many leagues from the place where it 
has been cloſely hunted, or in any other way moleſted. 
On the 3oth, we ſet out for Xleine Viſcb river, in hopes 
of ſucceeding better there in our purſuit after the ſea-cows. 
In the night it rained. _ Ni e a 
V the ziſt, we hunted ſome ee ee ack adit 3 
wards met in theſe deſert tracts of country with a young 
farmer, from the Camdebo quarter, who had taken a journey 
Hirher, in order to look out, together with a flave and two 
Hottentots in his ſervice, for a proper place to ſettle in. 
In the mean time they were feaſting on ſome of the prime 
parts of a buffalo, which they had ſhot. In purſuance of 
the directions we received from this man, we found three 
rhinoceroſes, viz. a female, with her calf of no inconſider- 
able ſize, and a male, which was much larger than the 
female; and, indeed, was the largeſt rhinoceros I had ever 
| ſeen. This laſt was hit in the ſhoulder by a ball from one 
of the Hottentots, who lay concealed behind a buſh, a cir- 
cumſtance which occafioned the animal to ruſh forth into 
the plain, where all the ſportſmen that were provided with 
Horſes were ſtationed; and who now, being greatly alarmed, 
betook themſelves to flight. The greateſt braggadochio in 
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the whole company, was the firſt on this occalion to ſet an 1 +" 
example of prudence, and a ſpirit of ſelf-preſervation in re 
the extreme, by clapping ſpurs to his horſe and galloping 
off immediately; and was the laſt to turn back and purſue 
the maimed and limping beaſt, as it turned off, which it 
ſoon did, towards a different quarter, and by this means at 
length made its eſcape through a cloſe thicket. | 

One of my Hottentots, who in fact was our driver, but 
whom I had-uſed in ſome meaſure to ſhooting, and had at 
this time entruſted with a gun, that he might aſſiſt the other 
ſportſmen, was accuſed by them of having manifeſted, on this 
occaſion, a greater inclination to fkulk and hide himſelf, 


than to join in the ſport. On which account, I having — 5555 7 # 


way of puniſhing: him, given his gun to one of the Boſhies- 
men, he did not, indeed, diſcover any concern at the time; 
yet, perhaps, was even in this reſpect, capable of being 
actuated by ambition and emulation, as, indeed, are many 
of his countrymen; ſince, as a proof of his puniſhment 
having had an effect upon him, he afterwards exhibited 
that every day, though entirely without arms, great bold- 
neſs and courage, in conſequence of which he, that even- 
ing, ran the riſKk of nn nnn. under foot by another 
rhinoceros. . : 

To conclude, we now quitted our horſes, i in order to go 
with a party of our Hottentots and trace the wounded rhi- 
noceros on foot. In this manner, notwithſtanding the 
ground's being very dry and hard, we were able to follow 
the traces of the animal during the ſpace of half an hour; 
for a Boſhies-man, who was our principal leader, and 
{painting . — to the earth) went before us with the 

deepelt 
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' deepeſt: ſilence and utmoſt attention, was very ſkilful- in 
obſerving (and regulating our courſe accordingly) where 
the dried graſs or duſt had been diſturbed or diſplaced in 
the leaſt; which, with all the attention I was maſter of, I 


was not able to diſcern; though in more than one ſpot, we 


found, nevertheleſs, diſtinct and unequivocal prints of the 


rhinoceros's feet, a proof that our leader had taken us right. 
In fact, neceſſity and cuſtom render the fight, faculty of 
_ obſerving, and judgment of the Hottentots, very acute in 


this reſpec ; in like manner, as on the other hand, from 
the operation of the ſame cauſes, they have acquired the 


talent, which is univerſally acknowleged, of finding water 


in ſpots they are unacquainted with, much better than the 


Chriſtians; a talent, which alone ſerves them inſtead of a 
compaſs in particular exigencies, and precludes the neceſ- 


ſity of ſuppoſing them to be endued with a particular acute- 
neſs in the organ of ſmell, as they are erroneouſly repre- 


ſented to be by ſome, who, living at a diſtance from the 
Hottentots, have no great opportunities of knowing this 
peculiar race of men. This, however, is no argument, but 


that the inſtances we have of other men who have been 
endued with a very fine and acute ſmell, not much differing 


from that of the hound, may be perfectly true. In the 


evening, we rode home to our waggons; but the greater 


part of our Hottentots did not come home till the ms, 


after having ſhot a young buffalo. 

On the iſt of February, my horſe fell down with me, 
in hunting the elk-antilope, as I have already mentioned 
at page 212 of this volume. The ſame evening, two of 


_ our Hottentot markſmen found a rhinoceros lying on its 


right 
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ria ſide; and ſo. faſt aſleep. withal, that it did not wake, EE: 
though they chanced to make a conſiderable clattering, in EY 

_ conſequence of their gun-barrels ſtriking againſt each other, 
when they firſt happened to ſee it through the buſhes, 
being then at the diſtance of three or four paces only from 

it hinder parts, and immediately in their fright took aim; 
however, when they found that the animal Aid not wake, 
they gave themſelves time to reflect a little, and, after hold- 
ing a conſultation upon the matter, took a circuit round a Y 
couple of buſhes, and having placed themſelves ſo that 
they could point the muzzles of their guns right againſt 
the animal's head, diſcharged their pieces both at the ſame 
inſtant into its brain: but afterwards again, the animal 

making a few trifling ſtruggles, they were afraid it might 
come to itſelf again ; for which reaſon, as well as by way 
of amuſing themſelves, they charged again, and fired ſeveral 
balls into its cheſt, This incident, together with the ac- 
count given me by an old hunter, of a rhinoceros which 
he found ſo faſt aſleep, that he had it in his power to go 
very near to it and. ſhoot it, induced me to believe, that 
this animal fleeps very ſound; though the caſe ſeems to 

have been quite otherwiſe with the one-horned rhinoceros A 
which Dr. PARSONs made his obſervations PIES! and gave | 97 7 
a deſcription of in London. ” $99 

On the 2d, when I went to diſſect the rhinoceros which ET 5 10 

had been ſhot the day before, I found that my Hottentot * 
markſmen, with a view the better to preſerve the fleſh 
from putrefying, had taken out the entrails as ſoon as the 
beaſt was dead; I ſaw, however, very evidently, from the 
liver, that theſe animals have no gall- bladder; : a fact, con- 
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| cerning which one of the Saunen belonging to our hunt- 
ing party entered into a diſpute with me, and for which 


reaſon we were at that time very eager to chaſe them. 


One of my Boſhies-men, who had been ordered to come 
to us, and help to cut up the rhinoceros, and at the ſame 
time bring with him a few things which we wanted, put 
us very much to our ſhifts by ſtaying away. It ſeems that 
he had rather choſen to repair to the elk which had been 
ſhot the night before, partly becauſe he preferred the taſte 
of elk's fleſh, and partly as, like the reſt of his countrymen, 


he ſet great ſtore by the ſinews and aponeuroſes of the elk; 
particularly thoſe on the back of the animal, as forming 


the beſt ſtrings that could be got for their clocks. 
.Now this Hottentot, though according to our articles of 8 


war, as well as from his own experience, he might expect 


to receive a good drubbing for an act of diſobedience of 
this kind, yet he made his appearance quite free and eaſy, 
with ſeveral ſlices of a honey-comb i in his hand, and making 
an excuſe in his language, which was interpreted to me as 
follows: „That the honing-wyzer (cuculus indicator, vide 
page 186 of this volume) had enticed him quite away 


from that part of the country, where the rhinoceros was, 


to that where the elk lay ; but that he had now brought 
with him a conſiderable quantity of honey to ſmear my 
mouth with.“ I, on my part, accepted both of the ex- 


cuſe and the bribe; as my brother ſportſmen, whoſe mouths 


began to water at the latter, unanimoufly voted, that the _ 


Hottentot had done better in following the honey-guide, 


than he would have done had he obeyed our orders. . 
5 „ But, 
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But where, in the name of goodneſs, could a Boſhies- 


man Hottentot, bred and born in the wild and deſert plains 
near Zondags-rivier, where could ſuch a one as this learn 
the art of bribing? Was it of his ſimple COMPANIONS, or 


rather in conſequence of the readineſs of the more en- 


 lightened coloniſts to give theſe heathens in this manner a 


proof of their forgiving diſpoſitions ? It is a great pity that 


I could not determine this queſtion with any degree of cer- 
tainty, a determination which would have thrown much 
light on the nature of man in his ſavage ſtate ! It deſerves, 
however, to be remarked, that the Hottentots in Houtniquas, 
who are in a much more civilized ſtate, are ſaid now and 
then to endeavour to ſoften their judges with preſents of 
honey ; and even ſometimes to ſucceed in their attempts, 
and thereby to obtain beſides certain privileges. 

This day we took an oſtrich's neſt, and gave chaſe to 
the elk, which I mentioned at page 211 of this volume, 
as having ſweated blood. At night we laid ſiege to a ſea- 


cow-pit, out of which too a ſea-cow came running up, but 


made its eſcape, after two of our company had fired at her 
in the dark, and miſſed her. 

On the 3d, our Hottentots again ſaw a couple of rhino- 
ceroſes, a circumſtance which, for the information of others, 
and particularly of the poſterity of the coloniſts of this 


country, with reſpect to the numbers, and, as it were, pe- 


culiar abode of this huge animal in theſe parts, ſeems to 


me to be worth noticing here. It may not be amiſs like- | 


wiſe, for the ſake of giving the reader ſome notion of the 
diſpoſition of the Hottentots in general, to mention, that our 


driver ſpent twelve hours in running to a place and back. 
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again, where he recollected that he had left his wooden 
tobacco- pipe two days before, though he could have made 
another as good in a little more than half the time. Here 
it may be remarked by the by, that he walked all the way 


alone and without weapons, and conſequently ran ſome 


riſk of becoming a prey to the lions. Neither this, nor 


the following night, did we ſucceed in our attempts on the 
ſea-cows in the pits of Little Viſch-rivier. 

On the sth, the three farmers Who had come to our 
aſſiſtance on the 2 2d of January, took leave of us in order 
to go home. We had kept company with each other much 


longer than we had at firſt expected; the reaſon of which 


was, our having had ſuch bad ſucceſs in hunting the ſea-cow. 


Once, viz. on the 28th of January, it was, as J have already 


obſerved, the fault of FII T. The extraordinary drowſineſs 
of this youth, of which I have given an inſtance at page 
280 of this volume, proceeded in all probability from a 
paſſion, which yet, for the moſt part, makes other ſleep- 
leſs. For FL1e, though a briſk lad in other reſpects, and 
bold and daring to a high degree in the chaſe, one who had 
been the death of many a buffalo, and who, at ſo early a 
period as two years previous to this, being out with a party 
hunting the lion, had fired the firſt ball into the body of 
that fierce animal, was yet ſo timid with reſpect to the fair 
ſex, that he had long been deeply in love with a fine girl 
in his neighbourhood, without daring to let either her or 
any one elſe know it; till one day when we were riding 
cheek by jowl over the deſert plains, he divulged his paſ- 
ſion to me, (no doubt becauſe I was a phyſician) and at the 
ſame time aſked my advice, I, on my part, preſcribed to 
—— — nm 
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him to diſcloſe his ſentiments to the object of his affections . Wh 5 
in writing. Though this way of wooing was, in all pro- 
bability, entirely unknown to FLIr, as well as, perhaps, to 
the greater part of the colony, yet he placed an implicit 
faith in the remedy, and the phyſician was inveſted with 
the office of dictating the terms of the billet-doux. The 
epiſtle was accordingly written on the round lid of my box; 
and, as may naturally be ſuppoſed, in a pretty amorous 
ſtyle, though in a curious kind of broken Dutch, which 
ſavoured very ſtrongly of the foreign diale& of the in- 
diter ; but as the girl, in all probability, would lay a greater 
ſtreſs on the looks of her lover, who was a ſmart well- 
made young fellow, than upon his letter, I was in hopes 
that, notwithſtanding theſe diſadvantages, my epiſtle would 
prepare the way to his good fortune, than which nothing 


. give me n pleaſure. 


= 
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Gel 
JoukNET BACK TO. THE CAPE, 
1776: N the 6th of February, with Mr. IMMELMAN and my 
| ebruar 
EE Hottentots, 1 ſet out Win. on our road home to 


5 ated, at page $1 x of this ae ee Hrs: I 
firſt began to have an earneſt longing to reviſit the Cape, 
| having, almoſt as well as could be expected, accompliſhed 
the purpoſes for which I undertook the expedition into 
theſe parts; and having hitherto, partly by means of the 
remarkable objects which actually preſented themſelves to 
my notice, and partly in conſequence of being in continual 
expectation of meeting with them, been able to paſs the 
time with ſome degree of pleaſure, under more fatigues 
and difficulties than can eaſily be imagined. Beſides, I was 
now obliged to haſten back to the Cape, that I might not 
be overtaken by the winter ſeaſon, and miſs the oppor- 
5 tunity of returning, or at leaſt writing to Europe, by one 
of the Eaſt-India homeward bound ſhips. 


In the evening I rode along with a Hottentot to the ſpot 
where we had tot the two > rhinoceroſes on the 19th of 


December, 
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already eaten up or deftroyed ; but the ſkulls were ſtill in . 
good preſervation. Having taken the leaſt of theſe with 
us, and being about to return to our waggon, in our way 
we found a female rhinoceros with her calf. Theſe ani- 
mals had probably been drawn out from the place of their 
retirement by the cool of the evening, and were juſt then 
coming out to graze for the night. The calf had already 
attained the ſize of a ſmall ox, though its horns were of a 
very trifling ſize, in compariſon with thoſe of the mother; 
and upon the whole, it followed and was guided entirely 
by every motion of her's. I would gladly have waited with 
the greateſt patience, in order to explain this animals man- 
ner of eating and digging up roots, &c. but the night was 
approaching, and it would have been too dangerous an 
undertaking for us two, to paſs the night on theſe plains, 
which abound with lions and rhinoceroſes, without the 
apparatus neceflary for making a fire. Beſides, the clatter- 
ing noiſe made by the capariſons of our ſteeds, had already 
betrayed us to the two rhinoceroſes, while they ſtood liſten- 
ing and moving their ears about juſt at the entrance of a 
narrow vale, through which we muſt neceſſarily paſs, if 
we wiſhed to reach our waggon before night. In this cri- 
tical ſituation, therefore, we had no other reſource than to 
ſhoot them immediately, or at leaſt to frighten them from 
the ſpot. Of theſe two different methods we were moſt 
inclined to attempt the former, though neither our pieces, 
nor the charge they were loaded with, were any ways 
adapted to game of ſuch an enormous ſize; my Hottentot 
having taken with him A ſmall — apy only, into 
which 


- 5 
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pants. tis we put a leaden ball in addition to the ſhot with | 


AV which it was already charged. My piece, indeed, was 
loaded with a lead and tin ball, which however, was not 
nearly large enough for a rhinoceros. N otwithſtanding 
this, we crept on till we got behind a large ſpreading buſh, 
which, with reſpect to its height, and the extent of its 
branches, was like a tree, and which on the fore- part of the 
plain at the diſtance of fifteen / RY from . two 

rhinoceroſes. | 
My piece, which. las he Wn to me, cot damp the 
h before, went off, to my great ſurprize and mortifi- 
cation, with a hiſſing noiſe, and hung fire a long while ; 
and, inſtead of hitting the old rhinoceros in the heart, only 


angle of the lower jaw. It made her, however, ſomewhat 
ſwing about with the fore-part of her body, and ſnuff up 

her noſtrils, as if endeavouring to diſcover: her enemy by 

the ſcent; but as we were to the windward of her, ſo that 

ſhe could not get ſcent” of us, ſhe advanced forwards to the 
quarter. where ſhe heard the noiſe, cloſe followed by her 

calf, with a ſlow meaſured pace, and ſeemingly full of at- 
tention, in all probability with an intent to ſearch the buſh 

all over which ſtood between her and us. The blood now 
began to mount in our faces, chiefly from the apprehen- 

ſion, leſt while we were endeavouring to avoid one of the 
beaſts, we ſhould run into the jaws of the other; for with 

one rhinoceros alone, a ſportſman, who is tolerable agile, 

may very well venture upon occaſion to play at blind man's 

buff. My attendant and companion, the ſame Hottentot 

who had made {0 miſerable a x figups'3 in the ene of the 
„ 1 Caffres, 


wounded her, as we afterwards found, in the poſterior ; 
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| Caffres, now ſtood to his ground boldly, as he had pro- 1 e 
miſed to do, and did not fire, before the animals were juſt \ 
upon us; by this means being alarmed, they ruſhed for- 
ward with great violence, as we ſuppoſed they would, and 
_ conſequently paſſed us, when the Hottentot inſtantly leaped 
up among the boughs of the buſh, and ſtole off to the 
other ſide of it. Having found our horſes again at the 
place where we had tied them up out of the way, my 
curioſity led me to ſee which way the two rhinoceroſes had 
taken. In fact, I happened to find them much ſooner than 
I expected; and at the ſame time diſcovered, that they 
were nearer-ſighted than I could have ever imagined, they 

ſtanding about eighty or ninety . paces from me on the 5 
open plain, without ſeeming to perceive either me or my THE ah | 
horſe, though they ſtood liſtening with their heads turned 
towards the quarter whence I was coming towards them. 
After this, getting off my horſe, and walking on till I got 
within fifty or ſixty paces of them, without any thing to 
cover my approach, I fired at the old one, which even now 
did not ſee me, but merely ſwinging the fore-part of her 
body from one fide to the other with great violence, at the 
fame time blew ſo hard and loud, that our horſes, which I 
had left in the care of my Hottentot at the diſtance of 
ſeveral hundred paces, were not a little ſcared by it. Upon 1 
this, the two wild beaſts ran off through the buſhes, where „ 
it was both dangerous and difficult to purſue them. The 
Hottentots, who were better ſkilled in this kind of chaſe, 
afterwards told us, that we ſhould have done much better if 
we had fired at the calf, on which the ſmall ball would 
have taken more effect; in which caſe they imagined, that 
Vol. II. — "hs 
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WL day, when they might have gone there and ſhot her like- 
wiſe. In like manner they ſuppoſed, that the calf would 
have ſtaid by the TROY of the mother: in caſe me had been 
ſhot firſt. 
It was as dark as pitch before we got to our r waggons; „ 
Sy as here was no beaten path, I was under great appre- 
henſions left we ſhould miſs the road; though my Hotten- 
tot was under no concern on that ſcore, being quite fure of 
what he was about. There was, however, great reaſon to 
fear, leſt in the dark we ſhould ride full butt againſt a rhi- 
noceros, or elſe into the jaws of a lion. Once our horſes 
ſtartled, a circumſtance which did not a little alarm us; 
till we obſerved, that what excited our fears Was nothing 
more than a porcupine, (vide Vol. I. page 151.) The 
holes and ſubterraneous paſſages made by this, as well as 
the various other animals enumerated above, and by which 
the ground was every where undermined, occaſioned our 
horſes to have ſeveral falls, which put us under the diſ- 
agreeable neceſſity of riding very flowly ; at laſt we began 
to perceive now and then a little glimmer from the fire of 
our brother ſportſmen who were left with the waggon at 
Yuammedacka, and I muſt own, that I was not a little re- 
Joiced at the appearance of this leading ſtar. When at 
length we had got to our waggons, we were told, that our 
Hottentot huntſman had likewiſe that day ſeen and wounded 
a rhinoceros. Juſt before dawn two buffaloes came to 
drink out of the well near which we were encamped ; but 


though we- fired at chem, we miſſed them in the dark. 


— 
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On the 7th we went by Heuy to Kurekoiku, and ſhot a 4 
butfalo in our way. In the night we were awakened by wn 


ſeveral horrid diſſonant noiſes, which, though quite diffi- 


milar to each other, were uttered at one and the ſame time, 
ſo as to form a moſt diſmal chorus. Among theſe, how- 
ever, there was one which almoſt drowned the reſt, and 


which in ſome meaſure reſembled the diſguſting kind of 
laugh, which the ſimple populace in Sweden aſcribes to a 


ſpirit they call the G4, or the ſhrieking man, but which 
is nothing more than one of the ſeveral different cries 


uſually uttered by the /{rix nyctea, or ſcriech-Owl. By the 
light of the moon we could fee on a hill near us, the 
glimpſe of above half a ſcore hyznas ; ; and the horrid din 


we heard was, in all probability, nothing more than a tu-. 


multuous yell, ſet up by them in order to ſcare our oxen, 


and put them to flight, not daring otherwiſe to attack 


them ; but theſe, with our uſual forecaſt, we had made 


faſt to the waggon. As I thought one of theſe ravenous 
creatures preſented a good mark to my piece, I could not 

help, in direct oppoſition to the advice of the Hottentots, 

firing a ball at it. The ſhot, ſo far from ſcaring them 


away, rather occaſioned them to repeat their attempts to 


frighten us; as the whole pack now ruſhed down from 


the hill, and ran cloſe by us at full ſpeed, which bore the 


appearance of their having at firſt intended a general 
attack. 


On the 8th, we continued our way homewards, when, 
beſides a few ſcattered hartbeeſts, we ſaw a large herd of 
clk-antilopes ; - we. likewiſe that day ſhot a buffalo, by 
. | which f 


_ 
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which. our Hottentot markſman was in the e dan ger 


of being trampled under foot. 


On the gth, we again ſaw ſeveral A antibpes, Ban- 
beeſts, and quaggas, paſſing by Haſſugai-boſch. We ſhot 


a female elk, from whoſe body we cut out a foetus, which 


we carried away with us, and the next morning diſſected. 
The viſcera we found to reſerable thoſe of * in 
general. 5 | 5 

On the 1oth, we met with a FRET? Who informed us, 
that two days journey from hence, two Caffre princes were 
at war with each other on account of a few ſtray calves. 
At this place, croffing Boſhies-man-rivier, we went up to 
a craal of Gonaquas Hottentots, who, in our preſence, per- 
formed their military exerciſe, of which I have made ſome _ 
mention at page 1 58 of this volume. 


On the 11th, one of our Boſhies-men having been in- 


formed, that his neareſt relations had removed along with 
their craal into this neighbourhood, wiſhed to take leave 
of us; and as he had given us his company and affiſtance 


throughout the whole courſe of our journey, he aſked for 
ſomething by way of gratuity or recompence; which I 
readily complied with, to his entire ſatisfaction, by pre- 
fenting him with a ſteel for ſtriking fire, a braſs tinder-box, 
ſome tobacco, a knife, and a few glaſs beads. He was the 


only married man in our party, and ſeemed to have more 
ceconomy than any of the reſt, having either for his own 


uſe, or that of his wife, loaded himſelf with the fleſh of 
the buffalo we had ſhot laſt; ſome of which he carried 
extended over his fouaers, and the reſt hanging on a 
* for * ſake of drying it in the ſun. When the 


time 
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time came in which he muſt part from us and his coun- 177%. 
trymen, he went away without taking any leave. In fact, 
it is che mode with the Hottentots, (as now, indeed, it is 
ſometimes practiſed with us) to echp/e, as it is called, in 
this manner. However, on my calling out to him in 
Dutch, when he was at a conſiderable diſtance from 
us, farewel, accompanied with the Hottentot ſalutation 
Phabe, he anſwered me in the ſame language; at the ſame 
time making ſeveral aukward bows in the Dutch faſhion. 
The other Hottentots laughed immediately at this incident, 
and (probably on this account) took a formal leave of us, 
as well as of each other, when they parted from us at 
Zondags-rivier, where we arrived in the evening. Here I 
met with an old Hottentot, who was born with nipples, the 
two ſpurious ones being rather lefs than the others, and 
Placed three inches lower. 
On the 12th, we met with ſeveral peaſants, who, with 
the permiſſion of the preſent governor, BARON PLETTEN= 
BERG, had removed hither in order to inhabit this part of 
the country; which, for this reaſon, in my map, I have 
called PLETTENBERG's colony. In the evening about duſk, 
the thermometer was at 68 degrees, when the rain began, 
which continued all night along, with a ſouth-weſt wind. 
On the 1 3th, at ſeven o'clock, the thermometer was at 
64, and the whole day was overcaſt and rainy. We ſaw 
a Foedoe, and our Hottentot markſman, who had been 
courſing along Zondags-rivier, informed us, that he had 
obſerved one of the ſea-cows there, had her calf riding on 
her back, when ſhe came up to the ſurface of the water, 
in order to breathe ; but that as ſoon as ſhe had got _ - 
VV»Vůÿ:ĩx' EET 8 EE 7 
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of him, ſhe bucathied: with the os: of her- pate only 
out of the water; and each time after ſhe had breathed, 
dived, or ducked her head forward, with ſuch nice exact- 
neſs, that her calf likewiſe appeared with the extremity of 


' * 
W ” 
4 


her noſtrils only above the ſurface of the Water, and was 


able to blow itſelf too. 


On the 14th, we came to Kuga; i= thermometer, at 
five in the afternoon, was at 7 2 degrees. nel Ef 
On the 15th, the thermometer, about dawn, was at 62. 
We ſaw ſome buffaloes, and three Hottentot fugitives, and 
paid another viſit to the ſalt-pans, with the view of catch- 


ing inſets. At noon, in the ſhade, the thermometer was 


at go degrees. We paid a viſit to a little craa/ of Caffres, 


which had lately removed to Zwartgops-rivien; and went - 
to the upper part of this river, to viſit a coloniſt of the 


name of GERT SKEPPER, Who had long reſided there, on 
the one hand, in conformity to ſome orders of government, 
and on the other, in direct oppoſition to them: for go- 
vernment, which, though it had long employed land- ſur- 
veyors, was yet left totally in the dark with reſpect to the 
geography of the country, had not permitted the coloniſts 
to cultivate or dwell farther to the eaſtward than Kabe/iaauw- 
71vier, but had left them at liberty to inhabit what part they 
pleaſed to the ſouth of Camdebo; in conſequence of which, 
this ſhrewd peaſant had gone round about by the way of 
Camdebo from the Cape to this place, to take poſſeſſion of 


it; and upon this pretence, had got a charter for the tenure 


of it; when, on the contrary, he would have been ſeyerely 


puniſhed,” had he gone by the nearer and better road, We 


were totally diſappointed in our hopes of furniſhing our- 
| ſelves 
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ſelves With bread at this place, as the farmer himſelf had 1776. 
February. 

choſen to be without it for ſome days, ſooner than grind * 
the corn in his hand-mill. Conſequently, we lived ſome | 
time entirely upon fleſh. From the 5th of February 
hitherto, we had been provided with ſome very coarſe 
meal, or gurgions, which our Hottentots, with the addition 
of a moderate quantity of water, had every day kneaded 
into dough, and. made up into loaves or ſmall cakes of 
ſeven or eight inches diameter, and about half an inch 
thick : theſe were baked on the ground, which had been 
previouſly heated by our fires, with great eaſe and readi- 
neſs, by covering them up well with warm aſhes and a few 
live coals. . Us” 
A fmall ſociety of Gunjemans Hottentots, whoſe an- 
ceſtors, at the time that the Dutch invaded this part of 
the continent, inhabited the tract of country about Table- 
mountain and Conflantia, now lived on friendly terms with 
the farmer above-mentioned. By what I could underſtand, 
this little ſociety had long been without the exerciſe of any 
perſonal authority among them, without beggars, and with- 
out any penal laws and ſtatutes, as well as without crimes 
and miſdemeanors ; having been united and governed only 
by their own natural love of juſtice and mildneſs of diſpo- 
ſition, together with ſeveral common Hottentot uſages' and 
cuſtoms. My Hottentots from Zwel/lendam ſeemed to hold 
in high eſtimation the virtue, freedom, and happy ſtate of 
theſe people; ſo much, indeed, that they were reſolved _ 1 
to partake of the bleſſings enjoyed by this happy race, for „ 
the remainder of their lives, as ſoon as they ſhould have 
finiſhed the journey with us at the Cape, For this pur- 


poſe, 
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1 1776. poſe, they ſolicited me to buy at this place for each of them 
February. : 8 . : 55 EY 
yr a heifer with, calf, which, according to our agreement, they 
had a right to demand for their reward. As Hottentots, 
this way of thinking and turn of mind, did not by any 
means diſcredit them. I, therefore, advanced for them 
glaſs beads, braſs tinder-boxes, knives, and ſteels for flints, 
to the value of nine or ten eld in conſideration f 
which, two of the beſt heifers in their judgment among 
the whole herd of cattle belon Sing to the FOR were looked 
out for them. 
The moſt conſiderable part of this bend Une to a 
widow, who was reckoned to be worth ſixty milch-cows, 
and was (at leaſt in this point) the moſt reſpectable female 
_ Hottentot I was ever acquainted. with. She was childleſs, - | 
and was to be ſucceeded in her eſtate by her couſin ; ſhe 
ſeemed to be paſt the middle age, and, in her younger 
35 days, to have been a beauty in her kind. Beſides a coſtly 
1 necklace of ſhells, and a ſpare cap, (vide Plate I. Vol. I.) 
(which by the by I got from her, in the way of barter,) 
ſhe was not better clad than the reſt; having neither more 
leathern rings on her arms and legs, a better ſheep-ſkin 
over her ſhoulders, and particularly no more greaſe upon 
her body than that of the others. It is true, beſides a 
few common glaſs-beads, I obſerved, that two ſtrings of 
the ſmall copper-beads, mentioned at page 238 of the ſame 
volume, were kept by her in a pouch apart, being the 
whole of her trinkets and Jewels, and the only things for 
which ſhe could poſſibly be envied by the reſt of her ſex. 
However, I am willing to hope, that this vice had taken 
little or no root among theſe gentle and benevolent people; 
| Eo SS 48 
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as the female juſt mentioned, who was ſo much richer than A776. 
any of them, was not obſerved to take more ſtate upon A 
her, and, indeed, ſcarcely to be dreſſed better than the reſt. 

In fact, the other women ſmoked their pipes, without any 
ceremony, by her ſide; and theſe too were filled by my 
Hottentots, without the leaſt reſpe& to perſons, with a cloſe- 

ſpun and better kind of tobacco, Which they had brought 
with them; While, for their entertainment, on the other 

Hand, a ball was ſet on foot, Which was to open late at 

night, and by moon-ſhine. Here I muſt confeſs, that my _ 

companion and I, by indulging ourſelves in ſleep, loſt a fine , 
opportunity of ſeeing and deſcribing a brilliant Gunjemans- 
Hottentot ball, which was ſaid to be ry different from the | 
h — _— I have mentioned before. | 
In fine, it appeared to me, that the Hottentot: widow I 
have juſt been ſpeaking of, was the leſs liable to be the 
object of the envy of her compatriots, as, notwithſtand- 
ing all her riches, ſhe could not get at more ſavory and 
Hhigh-ſeaſoned diſhes, and conſequently could not have 
more faſhionable pains and indigeſtions, nor any diſorders 
that would entitle her to higher reſpect than the reſt; for 
in the hairy leathern ſacks for milk, this ſalutary beverage is 1 
not either by nature or art, prepared for the rich in any 
other manner than it is for the poor. They all roaſt their 
uynties in the aſhes, in the ſame ſimple way; and almoſt 
every one of them dreſſes his meat by broiling it over the 
coals, as it is a very uncommon thing for a Hottentot to 
have earthen veſſels of his own manufacturing, for the 
purpoſe of boiling or ſtewing his victuals; and as the 
Hottentots abſolutely deteſt ſalt, they mult « eat all their meat 
Vor. * F -— (which 
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(which i is [either freſh, or elle dried in the aun, dreſſed in 
this manner; though upon recollection, it occurs to me, 
that their diet may be varied alſo * the en of a 


little more or leſs fat. 


Conſequently fat or greaſe w Was here, Par} indeed i is uni- 


verſally among the Hottentots, who live at a diſtance from 


the Dutch, one of the principal comforts of life ; and is, to 


ſay the truth, the only gratification afforded to this nation 


by its herds of cattle ; and which is likely to prove a motive 


ſufficiently me to induce them to be eager after the 


acquiſition of this kind of wealth: at the ſame time, I do 


not mean to exclude other motives, which in all likelihood 


co-operate with this; ſuch as, for inſtance, ſome reſpect 
to the honour and advantage of being able to maintain 
ſeveral ſervants, or cow-herds, as well as the divine plea- 

ſure of. doing good to their fellow-creatures. To the 
ſtimulus of this latter inducement, I look upon the Hot- 


tentots to be by no means inſenſible; as I have ſeen them 


diſplay the. greateſt hoſpitality to each other, when in the 


courſe of. their buſineſs, or merely for. pleaſure, they have 
viſited one another from a great diſtance. Beſides, it is 
probable, that in the other well-governed Hottentot craals, 
any more than in. this, no member of ſociety is abandoned 


to any confiderable degree of indigence and miſery. But 


in conſequence of the farther migrations of the coloniſts 
- hither, and of the quantity. of glaſs-beads and other com- 


modities which J at this time brought to market here, and 
for which 1 found a good ſale among the fair ſex, I think 


I can plainly foreſee a ſpeedy and not inconſiderable revo- 
lution in the turn of mind and manners of this ſociety. 


MOT” 
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on the 1 6th, there aroſe fo violent A fois from the 


5 Köfth-weſt, that we did not dare to ſet out on our journey, 
for fear leſt our waggon ſhould be overſet on the plains. 
Towards night, however, the wind chopped about to the 
ſouth-eaſt, and was leſs violent, bein g accompanied with rain. 
On the 17th, drizzling rain. At firſt ſetting out we 

paſſed two Caffre families juſt removed hither, and after- 
wards went to the ſouthward into Krakekamma, paſſing by 
ſeveral hollows or fens of difterent ſizes, which contained 
very few ſaline particles, but on the other hand, a great 
deal of rain- water: theſe I have diſtinguiſhed in the map, 
by the ſame marks which I have uſed for pointing out the 
falt-pans. I made this round, merely for the ſake of taking 
a curſory view of two harbours or inlets, which I was told 
a ſmall Dutch veſſel had lately viſited, and taken poſſeſſion 
of, as it were, in the name of the government at the 
Cape, by erecting a ſmall ſtone of marble, on which they 
put the company's mark. The Captain of this veſſel is 
ſaid to have informed his employers, that there was good 
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anchorage in both theſe harbours, and particularly in that 


which lay to the ſouth ; which yet I did not give myſelf 
time to look at, but have notwithſtanding laid it down on 
my map from the relations of others, and diſtinguiſhed it 
by an anchor. Vet, as there is ſaid to be no river nor 


ſprings in this harbour, it would not be of much uſe to 


ſhips which are in want of water; but, on the other hand, 
being nearer to the foreſt, it is more convenient for fetch- 
ing wood and timber. The ſtrand and the tract of country 


13 beſides 


between Zwart-kops-rivier, and the rivulet or brook which 
1 have lain down on the northernmoft inlet of Kratetamma, 
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beſides welt flat and without wood, were Ukewiſe found 


to be low and ſandy, but from that part began to be full of 


rocks and breakers; and as it was ſeen from the land, be- 
tween ſouth and eaſt, terminated } in a ſharp point, with a 


rock which had been detached from itz and which proba- 
bly formed part of what, in the Portugueſe chart, is called 
Pont Padron. The weather now cleared up for a while, 
ſo that I got a good view of Sunday river, and two iſlands 


ſituated near "41 all this, however, require a more accurate 


inveſtigation, and likewiſe to be delineated on a ſeparate 
chart and on a larger ſcale, than can reaſonably be expected 
in ſo general a map as mine; which, therefore, can only 


. in this reſpect, as a foundation for the farther and 
more minute reſearches of navigators. 


Government having lately allowed the calgniſts t to 5 | 


bit Krakekamma, a farmer had twelve days before left a 
number of cattle here in the care of one Hottentot only. 


While they were removing hither, the farmer being pre- 


font with his hounds by the ſide of him, a lioneſs had killed 


one of his oxen in the duſk of the evening, but was ſcared 


away from her prey by the noiſe made by the farmer's people 
with their whips, and by the yelling of the hounds. The 
following day they looked after the lioneſs in vain, but 
inſtead of her found her three whelps, which did not offer 


' to fly 1 in the leaſt, but proudly put themſelves into a poſ- 


ture of defence againſt the dogs, which were nearly four 
times their number, and which immediately tore them in 
pieces: for in fact, theſe hounds were not much ſmaller than 


the wild beaſts themſelves, which moreover were obſerved to 
be Very ugh 4 and rugged, lean, and ſeemingly: half ſtarved; 
ö 1 FT | 
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ſo that the lioneſs herſelf was {ſuppoſed to have periſhed ita 
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hunger, or elſe to be ſick, eſpecially, as ſhe never afterwards = 


made her appearance in thoſe parts to take her revenge. 


On the 18th, in the morning, the thermometer was at 


67 degrees, ſo that probably the temperature of the air 


near the ſea, was here, as it is in general elſewhere, wilder 


than it was farther up the country. 
On the 19th, we ſhot a hartbeeſt. 


on the 20th, we came to a farm newly laid out, and 
ſituated on an eminence, from which, early the next morn- 


ing, we ſaw thouſands of buffaloes in rows, one after ano- 
ther croſſing the plains by the ſea- ſide, that were encloſed 
by a thick wood, out of which theſe animals were then 


marching, probably with a view to ſpread themſelves after. 


wards over the paſtures, and graze at a diſtance from each 


other; having, perhaps, been obliged to herd together in the 


night, in order to defend themſelves againſt ſome lions. 
In the afternoon we ſhot an old buffalo, and at the ſame 
time arrived at a farm newly laid out, near a little lake, 


fen, or hollow, filled with freſn water to ſome depth, where 


we ſhot a few ducks, and I made a drawing of the live 
buffalo-calf L mentioned at page 66 of this volume. 

On the 22d, we met with ſome farmers of our acquaint- 
ance, who, with their wives, children, and cattle, had re- 
moved into Krakekamma. Theſe honeſt ruſtics gave us 
much pleaſure, by news of different kinds they brought 
from the Cape, and from our friends on the road; being 
on their parts very happy to find. us ſafe and in a whole 
ſkin, as people had been all along apprehenſive. that we 
ſhould fall a ſacrifice to the — PER of the Caf- 


fres; 
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fres; and this was ſuppoſed to have been auen the cafe, 


— on account of the long ſtay we made before we returned, 


We then took a trip to Van Staades-rivier, to ſee the ſame 
Gb Hottentots, which we had met with before in 
our journey to Agter Bruntjes-hoogte. But as the current 
of this river was dammed up in a conſiderable degree by 
ſtorms and the ſurf of the ſea, we were obliged next morn- 
ing to go back by a road two hours round about, before, 
on account of mountains and other ſuch impediments, we 
could find a ſhallower place; by which at length, however, 
we paſſed this river. We there met with ſeveral Hottentot 
families, who called themſelves Damaquas, and ſeemed to 
have a greater affinity to the Caffres than the Gonaquas 


had. Then we came to a pretty ſteep Bill, which, though „5 


only a few hundred yards long, took ſix oxen a good hour's 
work and hard tugging to go up it with the waggon, which 
might, upon occaſion, have been drawn by one pair only 
on level ground. —On the 22d we ſtopped at Galge-boſch; 
on the 23d at Looris-rivier: and on the 24th we ſtaid 
at Camtours-rivier, with Captain Kits, whom I mentioned 
at page 1 of this volume; and who, in conſideration of a 
trifle that I gave him to boot, ſwopped with me for two of 
my oxen, which were become quite uſeleſs to me. A pair 
of young lively oxen, full of fire and ſpirit, and as ſwift- 
footed as deer, which I received inſtead of theſe, were 
each of them immediately yoked with a ſteady old ox, and 
in the ſpace of a few hours were pretty well broke in, with 
the aſſiſtance of the large whip. In fact, the reader muſt 
Hot imagine that theſe animals are as flow and heavy in 
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Africa as they are in our country, where they are obliged t to 76. 
be kept within doors during our long winters: but ſhould A 
recollect, on the contrary, what I have related at page 2 kw 
of Vol. Ht concerning a Hottentot who had. trained up Ws 
pack-ox to hunting. =, | 

On the 26th, we Ry at | Cabeljaarurw-rivier and the 

ſame day, the bailiff of the farm of this name, Mr. I- 
MELMAN and I. rode towards the lower part of Camtours- 
rivier, in order to look out for the ſea-cows. Of the way 
of life and manners of theſe animals, I have already ſpoken 
at page 285 of this volume. To what has been there ad- 
vanced I will add, that we now ſaw theſe animals going 
out to ſea with the tide, as, indeed, it is ſaid, they are in 


general uſed to do. At this juncture they appeared to enjoy V 


themſelves, by blowing, rolling, and toſſing about in the 

Water, which was here already ſalt, but were ſaid to return 

in greater ſilence with the tide of flood. On account of 

the ruſhes and weeds which grew on the inſide of the 

river, our ſhot did not. take place; by which means Iike- 
wiſe theſe animals. were made ſo ſhy, that for a long time 

after they could not. be. attacked with any hopes . of 

ſucceſs, | : 

There was one ſingle rack more beaten than the others 
by the buffaloes, which led to the lower part of the river 
through a very cloſe thicket full of thorns and briars, but 
otherwiſe cut through in every direction with a labyrinth 
of buffalo-paths. An old. buffalo, with hardly any hair 
upon its hide, which ruſhed out of a buſh cloſe to us, and 
was Very near knocking us down, contounded our guide, 

F . — 
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_ tinually ſhifting our lodging, we now, by the care of our 


with the wind at ſouth-eaſt. 


. that he 10ſt bis uud marks on tht Rig in Gtr 
of which, we were obliged to ride backwards and forwards 
about two hours, being all the while ih no ſmall danger 
from the buffaloes ; and 4bſoturely uncertain whether we 
ſhould be able to get out of the labyrinth in the ſpace of 
as many days, eſpecially if the fun did not ſhine out, 
whereby we might diſcover whereabouts we were. After 
this, we gave chaſe to and wounded a N on the 


open plains. 
On the 28th, we rode to our old and öpuletit friend 


Icon Kok, near Sea- co. river ; where, after an abſence 
of about three months, during which we had been con- 


kind hoſteſs, had an opportunity of reſting our weary limbs 
and bodies broke down, as it were, with fatigue, on the 
ſofteſt beds in the beſt bed-chamber. But ſcarcely two 
nights had paſſed, after ſo agreeable a change, before we 
found ourſelves, (while ſinking in the yielding down,) in- 
volved in heavy though reſtleſs ſlumbers, attended with 
the moſt uneaſy dreams; ſlumbers with which we had to 
ſtruggle at a Jate hour every morning, almoſt as if we had 
been in the agonies of death. Inſtead of this, before. our 
return hither, though on the ground, and in the open 
air, we had ever enjoyed an eaſy, cool, and refreſhing 
feep; out of which we were accuſtomed to awake of our 
OWN accord, as early and briſk as the reſt of the animal 
creation, which awoke with the firſt dawn of day.—On 
the 29th, the day after our arrival, it rained all day long, 


March 
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| March the 1ſt and 2d, rainy with the wind at ſouth- 
| "= The thermometer at 72. We ſtaid with our worthy 


and agreeable hoſts till the 7th of this month. Now and 


then, during this period, I rode with my hoſt to the ſea- 


ſhore, and treated myſelf with oyſters, at the ſame time 


taking ſome home with me. Some time before this, he 


had found in the ſtrand there a bottle of red wine, and ſet 
it by to regale us with it on our return from the deſert. 


This, though not very nicely corked, proved not only not 
damaged, but even excellent; and had probably, in conſe- 
quence of a ſhipwreck, or of its having been offered up, 
either in a merry or a ſuperſtitious mood, by ſome brave 


tar to Neptune, been long toſſed by the waves, . 


came to its original deſtination, to which we applied it by 
drinking each others healths. In one part of the ſtrand, 
we perceived a ſtrong ſmell of amber, without being able, 


however, to find any of this drug thereabouts. Several 
ſpecimens of the Gorgonia ceratophyta (a black horn-like 


coral with a red bark) which had been thrown up here by 
the ſea, I have brought home with me; one of theſe, 
which was three feet and a half long, and is branched out 
to an almoſt equal breadth, is conſidered by divers con- 


noiſſeurs, who have ſeen the firſt cabinets in Europe, 
"as s one of the largeſt of this ſpecies that ever was 


found. 

On the gth we again viſited 577% camma, where we now 
found a number of ſnakes, which, on account of the farmers 
having ſet fire to the dry graſs, for the purpoſe of manuring 
their lands, had fled to the ſands, and there at this time 


. ET. 1 . 


lay dead; ſome of them ſcorched by the fire, ſome dried 
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m6 up by the fun, and others rotted to pieces. There were 
ſome traces left of their having had four legs, ſo that pro- 
bably this ſerpent was the 9785 guadrupes of LINN &Us. 
= —T- Numbers of the owl achatina of LINNæVs, though only 
1 the varietas livida of it, were found alive on the ſandy 
plains, and up in the trees. When I/ was here before, I 
found in the very ſhell of one of theſe ſnails, ſeveral yolks 
of eggs (as it were) of the ſhape of common eggs, which, 
however, only contained a thin watery liquid. 

On the T1th, having taken up our quarters near Wagen- 
booms-rivier, the moſt eaſterly part of Lange-Kloof, we diſ- 
covered at night on a ſudden, that a tract, near three miles 
in length, conſiſting of fields of dry graſs, was in flames. 
This conflagration, which a neighbouring farmer hae 
occaſioned, for the purpoſes of deſtroying the arid plants, 
graſs, and buſhes that grew on his lands, (though it muſt 
be owned, that he had ſet about it very mal-à- propos, 
both as to time and weather, ) ſpread with the wind that 
blew very hard, with incredible rapidity, proceeding in a 
direct line to the farm where we were; ſo that our hoſts 
were obliged to throw water on the roof of their corn- loft, 

in order to preſerve it from the flames. We were likewiſe 
not a little anxious for the ſafety of our waggon, and were 
obliged to keep ourſelves in readineſs to drive it into the 
water, as well as to put off our journey till the next day, 
as the fire burnt rapidly on each ſide of the road. By this 
Way of drefling the land, a number of ſerpents, lizards, ; 
ſcorpions, and ſeveral other kind of inſects, together with 
young birds, are generally deſtroyed in their habitations. 
When we failed along the African coaſt, in the Reſolution, 
on 
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on our return from the South Pole, we ſaw of nights ſeveral 1256. 

large fires up the country, which probably were occaſioned Wy 
by the lands being ſet fire to in this manner. 
+ piece of lapis laguli in a matrix of quarts, which 1 
found in the vicinity of the river above-mentioned, contained 
no inconſiderable quantity of metal. But, ſuppoſing this 
mineral to abound here, even then it would hardly pay for 
the ſmelting, on account of the length of the way and the 
badneſs of the roads, by which the coal and fuel muſt be 

brought hither for this purpoſe from $77/icamma. 

On the 1 3th we left this place, and arrived at Krakeel- | 
rivier, which I now found to be a continuation of Magen- 
booms-rivier, but have forgot to rectify the error in my 
map®. In the evening, riding alone to Aapjes-rivier on a 

mettleſome horſe which I had lately purchaſed, and which 

was a ſtranger to this part of the country, it is no wonder 

that I loſt my way when the night was far advanced; eſpe- 
cially as the road over certain fields was unbeaten and not = 
to be diſtinguiſhed. In the mean time, there came on the EO”, 9 
moſt violent ſtorm of thunder that I ever experienced in any "40 
climate: the lightning frequently darting and crackling be- 
tween my horſe's feet, while I was naturally enough puſh- 
ing him on as faſt as I could, in order to get out of the 
rain. And though my feed, notwithſtanding this, did 
not loſe any of his mettle, but, on the contrary, made 
ſeveral ſudden ſtarts and leaps, yet the poor animal was ſo 
much affected at two different times by the violence of the 
thunder, that he ſunk quite down to the ground. As I 
found that I run riſks in divers ways, and met with ſeveral 

* This error is rectified in the preſent edition. 
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19775. obſtacles in the courſe I was ſteering, 1 Meter it moſt 
adviſeable to endeavour, by the affiſtance of the flaſhes of 
| lightning, which were very frequent, to regain the beaten 
road which I had quitted. In this attempt ] at laſt ſucceeded, 
and lighted upon a farm that was newly laid out, without 
any other premiſes upon it, than a ſolitary hut thatched with 
ſtraw; in which, though I found no better company there 
than a parcel of Hottentots, I was very glad to have at leaſt 
the comfort of a roof over my head; the fire being already 
quite burnt out, ſo that I was obliged to fit there freezing 
and drippin; g wet till the next morning. In the mean time, 
1 was extremely anxious Concerning Mr. IMMELMAN, who 
had ſet out the ſame evening, though later than I did; 
while he, having by means of a horſe which he led in 
hand, and which was perfectly acquainted with the road, 
arrived ſafe at the place of our deſtination; and likewiſe 
| miſſing me, was not leſs uneaſy on my account than I was 
on his; and, after having made ſeveral ſignals, to no pur- 
poſe, by firing a muſket, among other ſurmiſes which 
preſented itſelf to his imagination, he could not help being 
apprehenſive that I was ſtruck dead by lightning; eſpeci- 
ally as he had thought himſelf in great danger from it, by 
a flaſh haying darted into the ground cloſe by the ſide of 
his horſes, in the fame inſtant throwing them both on 
their knees. It rained likewiſe the following night, but 
without much thunder; and on the 1 5th, while we were 
on the road to Kukor-rivier, it rained all day long. 
On the 16th we came again to the farm of Zand-plaat, 
near Klein-dorn-rivier, mentioned in Vol. I. page 299. Here 


they were at this time very buſy in e and drying 
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raiſins; which was done by macerating the grapes a lon ger or wc, 
ſhorter time, according to what ſort they were of, in boil- Cru 
ing water, and then ſpreading them out on mats to my 
The uncommon drought which, this ſummer in a greater 
or leſs degree, infeſted the whole country, had, among 
many other inconveniencies produced here, as well as in 
many other places, a ſcarcity of meal, ſo that they had no 
bread at this farm. The cattle in many places died for 
want of fodder; ſo that at Vallche-rivier, (Falſe- river) 
where, as I mentioned at page 244 of Vol. I. I ſaw, the 
preceding September, ſeveral buckets of butter-milk thrown 
away, they complained that they had then hardly enough 
to wean a child with. In conſequence of this horrid drought, 
_ which, according to the account I read in the papers, was 
probably pretty general in other parts of the world, my 
draught-oxen fell away in their fleſh, being quite ſpent 
and worn out with fatigue, fo that ſeveral of them died 
one after the other; which e me to ſupply their 
places with freſh ones. 
on the 206th we came to Zafraan-craal. on the 21ſt, 
early in the morning, we entered the tedious and tireſome 
vale, called Artaquas-kloof ; and about the duſk of the 
evening, at a precipice. by the ſide of the road, my waggon 
met with a worſe accident than it had done during the 
whole journey, as it was turned quite topſy-turvy. 
Beſides the danger which one of our Hottentots and two of 
the hind oxen were in of breaking their necks, I had the 
mortification of ſeeing my collection of natural curioſities 
trundle down the hill, in conſequence of which they 
received confiderable damage. I look upon it, however, 
— — — — 5 
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as ee forturiate, that I was at this time near at hand, 
by which means I, in ſome degree, preſerved them. 
On the 2 2d we had, with great care and trouble, got 
the waggon, together with our wearied oxen, through 
the remainder of Artaquas-kloof, having been obliged to 


unload it in two difficult places, and carry the contents of 


it ourſelves. Our hoſt at Hagel-craal, who had him- 
ſelf travelled a good deal in this country, was, peculiarly | 
happy at our having got off ſo well. This night there 
fell frequent ſhowers ; but on the 23d, when we arrived at 
Honing-hlip, there fell the whole night throughout the moſt 
dreadful heavy rain known in the memory of man; which 


continued, though with ſomewhat leſs violence, all the 
next day, being the 24th, by which means, on the 25th, 


| the road leading from hence was intirely impaſſable. 


On the 26th we paſſed Yal/che-rivier. They began now, 
in this part of the country, to take advantage of the wet 
that had fallen, for ſowing ; but though every grazier in 
this country has a greater quantity of land, draught-oxen, 
and bread than he wants, yet the farmers here had hardly 
every one a plough-ſhare to themſelves, and this as well for 
want of ſmiths as of iron ; both which, even in the town 


itſelf, are difficult to be procured. I was extremely hurt to 
find, that theſe good people were not more plentifully ſap- 


plied with a metal with which our country abounds almoſt 
to exceſs, and of the implements made of which probably 
all South-America is not leſs in want than the ſouthern 
part of Africa; where I at this time faw a wealthy farmer 
wringing his hands and complaining, that he could not take 
advantage 4 the wet weather, on account of his n 
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Pei broken, and was obliged to wait till he could borrow 
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one of his neighbours. I muſt juſt mention here, that a HF 


| plough-ſhare, 19 inches broad and 27 long, ſuch as is 
commonly uſed in this country, cofts from three to five 
rix-dollars; and a ſmall round-fhouldered ſpade, with a 
peaked point, which might be bought in Sweden for ten- 
pence, is ſold at the Cape for ſix times that price. Copper 


veſſels alſo bear a high price in this country, but the de- 


mand for them is by no means conſiderable; and they muſt 
be wrought after the peculiar faſhion of the country. 

March 27th. Not having had occaſion to remark, 
| during the whole journey, the leaſt diſagreement among 


the Hottentots, excepting that a young Hottentot girl pretty 
_ ſeverely tallied one of the ſame nation; older than herſelf, 
for wearing too ſmall, and conſequently indecent a Fneite, 


or apron, we were the more furprized to ſee this day, at 
Zoete-miell-rivier, a terrible fierce battle between two Hot- 


tentots. I muſt not, however, forget to mention, that the 
combatants were man and wife, both equally ſmall and 


ftunted in their growth, as well as equal in point of ſtrength; 
both born and bred in the ſervice of the Chriſtians, and 
both dreffed in the Hottentot f>ſhion. | 


'There was at that time nobody at home but a few ſlaves, 
who every now and then parted them; but on the leaſt 
wry face or haſty expreſſion, theſe loving turtles flew like 


lightning again at each other's throats. On my teſtifying 


my ſurprize at the peculiar readineſs and expertneſs they 
ſhewed in boxing each other, one of the flaves anſwered 


me very ſeriouſly, © Ha, baas! there is no great wonder 


in that, for in the two YEars that I have been here, ſcarcely 
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"as 4 has paſſed without their having practiſed together 


S once, if not oftener, before any body could get to them to i 


part them.“ The ſingularity of this account was increaſed 
by the following remark, “that they had never been ob- 
| ſerved to be at variance of nights, nor had they ever had 
occaſion to upbraid each other with the leaſt infidelity.” 
Matters being thus ſituated, as the beſt way of reconciling . 
them, we defired the ſlaves to let them alone, and leave them 
at full liberty, in the Engliſh ſailors phraſe, zo fight it 
out, and give each other their bellies full. This was accord- 
ingly done, and I have reaſon to believe, that they not only 
had enough of the ſport, but even more than they wiſhed 
for, and conſequently that the peace which enſued, was 
the more laſting. —On the 28th, 29th, and Zoth, it 


rained more or leſs, but always with the wind at weſt. 


At Krombeek-rivier a yeoman, who was a great obſerver 
of the weather, had remarked, that the moſt violent 
winds were the north-weſt and ſouth-eaſt ; but that the 
former was generally the moſt powerful, and that the 
weſt wind was the warmeſt ; but what was very extraor- 
dinary was, that-the north wind was the coldeſt. He in- 
formed me likewiſe, that the ſouth-eaſt wind was not nearly 
ſo cold as it was at the Cape, and that the weſt wind uſed 
to ſet in every evening. Foul weather moſtly came into 
this country with an eaſterly or weſterly wind. Though 
violent rains fell at that time at the Cape, or on the other 
ſide of Hex-rivier, it ſeldom extended as far as this place, 
the wind becoming only colder. Likewiſe when it rains 


here, the rain ſeldom extends to the other ſide of the laſt- 
mentioned river. 


. Ned 


On 
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on the 31ſt I rode alone to a farm on the other ſide of 3776. 


this upper part of Duyven-hoeks-rivier, havin g reaſon to be- 
eve, from report, that there was gold ore at this place. 
On the It of April I examined this pretended gold ore, 
and found it was nothing more than a pyrites, which they 
had given themſelves the trouble of breaking off from the 
mountains. In certain ſpots here I met with a blue clay, 
impregnated with iron, which at firſt, in ſome degree, im- 
parted a colour to any thing it was rubbed upon; but in 
the ſpace of a few days grew hard, and acquired a ſchirrous 
nature. I likewiſe found here a red ferruginous earth, or 
bole, but higher up in the mountains there was a great 
quantity of flint-ſand. Towards the end of the preceding 


month a noiſe. had been heard at a diſtance, and we were 


afterwards informed, that certain changes had taken place in 
a mountain, and in a little ſtream ſituated a great many miles 
on the other ſide of the high chain of mountains upon 

which I then was. 455 7 5 
On the sth we arrived at Zwellendam; from whence, for 
the ſake of variety, we determined to purſue the remain- 
der of our journey by Hex-rivier, Kockelmans-kloof, Roode- 
Sand, 8c. This tract of country was partly of the carrow 
kind, and was ſo well inhabited, (chiefly by wwine-boors) that 
I could not find room for diſtinguiſhing all the farms with 
the uſual circular mark in my map. The rivers, or rather 
brooks, that lay between Zwellendam and Hex-rivier, were 
_ Puſþas-valley, Klip -rtvier, Meulenaars-rivier, Leeuwen-ri- 
vier, Saaras-rivier, Fink-rivier, Goree-rivier, Seuj-rioiery 


and Nana-rivier. 342 | 
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The river Goree juſt menti ned has we name from the- 

be plant, (vide LINN. Suppl. Plant.) commonly called at 
the Cape Goree- boſch: though beſides that ſpot, this well- 
known vegetable, of which there are many varieties, being 
of a ſucculent nature, throve extremely well in all the dry 


GE 'TO TE 


carrow and half carrow plains; yet it grew in the greateſt 
abundance in the tract of country lying round about Mu/cle- 


bay, Gaurits and Duyvenhoeks rivers; ſo that in certain 
ſpots thereabouts, and that chiefly on the declivity of 
mountains, theſe plants formed groves, (as it were) of ſmall 
palm- trees. For the ſtems which aroſe from, and were com- 
poſed of the thick ſucculent leaves, in conſequence of almoſt 
the whole of each leaf, after being dried up and withered 


towards the bottom, having fallen off, or at leaſt ring 
been ſtripped off purpoſely, (by which means they had 


moreover acquired a rough, brown, and parched appearance) 
were yet, for the moſt part, ſtrait and erect, from eight to 


thirty feet in height, and about one thick, and were ter- 


minated by tufts of freſh and healthy leaves of a vivid green. 
Not only the uſe, but even the real name of this vegetable, 
(viz. aloe) was, as I have been told by many people, long 
unknown to the coloniſts, and for this reaſon the plant had 
been neglected and held cheap by them. It is true, there 
had been always in the ſervice of the government a num- 
ber of Negro flaves, who, at the place of their nativity 


(another part of the African coaſt had learned the method 
of preparing, as well as the value of the gum aloe; but 
bowing as they did, beneath the yoke of ſlavery, they 


would rather at any time have ſeen a dart pierce the hearts 
of their tyrants, than be inſtrumental in procuring them 


APE or GOOD HOPE. 
any additional knowledge or wealth of what kind ſoever; 
by which, on the one hand, the pride, avarice, and power 


of their maſters, and on the other, their work, as well as 
the number of ſlaves employed would be increaſed. For 


$37 
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this reaſon, the uſe of the aloe was for à long time kept 4 


ſecret among the ſlaves; who, indeed, made a point of 
conſcience of not revealing it, till one of them, called 
GoR EE, diſcovered it to a coloniſt of the Ds WIT family. 


Whether this proceeded from gratitude to his maſter for 
his humane treatment of him, or whether it was done in 


hopes of being rewarded for it, they could not inform me 
with any certainty : they only knew, that DoE WIrr had, 


through this diſcovery, obtained an excluſive privilege for 


the delivery of a certain quan tity. of aloes to the Eaſt-India 
company, and had given up to GoREE the inſpection of 


the whole work. It is likewiſe after the name of this ſlave, 
that the aloe plant is ſtill to this day in Africa moſt com- 


monly, if not always, called the Goree-boſch, 
The method in which gum aloe 1s prepared in Africa, 


has, it is true, been deſcribed before by profeſſor Tuux- 


BERG, (vide Tranſactions of the Swediſh Phyfiographical 
Society, Part I. Art. II. page 112.) But as my readers 


may, nevertheleſs, probably expect ſome information on 


this ſubject, I have thought proper to communicate the 
following particulars concerning this ſubject. 
The leaves being cut off at ſome diſtance from the ſtem, 


as many of them as there is room for are placed in a flant- 
ing poſition over the concavity of another aloe leaf laid 


under them for this purpoſe, ſo that the juice, trickling 
down from the leaves which are cut, may be collected in 
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Ag. it. After this; the whole quantity: of juice contained in 
LAs theſe reſervoirs, is boiled down to about a third part, and 
being papredi out into e 18 * to eee and ow 
hard. £4 
Others again content dee wich wiping off the 
Juice, which comes out of the - freſh cut leaves, ſeveral 
times againſt the edges of a marble veſſel, wherein it is by 
this means collected, and is afterwards boiled down. 
In the methods deſcribed above, which, however, in all 
probability, are by no means the beſt that might be thought 
of, only a few drops, or at moſt a thimbleful or two, are 
_ procured from each leaf. By handling it, the hands of the 
operator are ſubject to be made ſore; and the boiling of 
it down, an operation which is likewiſe performed in the 
open air, the operator being at the ſame time frequently 
expoſed to the ſcorching rays of the ſun, is alſo attended 
with its inconveniencies. Add to this, that thoſe who at 
- preſent make it their buſineſs to buy up this drug at the 
Cape, do not give above two or three ſtivers a pound for 
it; and it will not appear ſtrange, that the Cape farmers 
do not think it worth their while to prepare this gum, 
unleſs they have young children or other people, that can 
do nbthing elſe, to employ upon it. In the winter (quaade 
5 moigſſon) the aloe leaves are ſuppoſed to contain moſt juice; 
on which account, this ſeaſon is principally choſen for pre- 
paring the gum aloe, and particularly fine and calm days; 
as in windy weather the juice coagulates too ſoon, - and 
cannot run out of the leaves.” Vide l. c. The gum pre- 
pared in this manner is, when powdered, yellow, like any 
other aloes in poder; but the thin pieces that are broken 
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off from it, and the edges of even larger pieces, are tranſ- 
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parent, appearing as though they were made of a yellowiſh A. 


brown glaſs. Conſequently it has nothing of that dark 
green, cloudy and opaque appearance, exhibited by the 
other aloes which are to be found in the apothecaries ſhops - 
under the denominations of /uccozrine and hepatic aloes. 
This dark colour, which is ſeen in a great quantity of 
aloes, in all probability proceeds from its having been pre- 


pared in a method very different from that uſed at the 
Cape; perhaps from the leaves being preſſed, by which 


means a greater quantity indeed of juice is obtained, but 


then it is full of dregs. 
It is true, I have often uſed the gum aloe of the Cape 


tor medical purpoſes,. but cannot take upon me as yet to 


give it the preference to the more opaque ſort ; in-the mean 
time, deſirous of exploring this drug in divers ways, I got 
M. Joan E. JULIN, apothecary at Nerv Carleby, to {ſeparate 


from each other the gummy and reſinous parts of the gum 
aloe from the Cape, who found it to contain nearly equal 


quantities of both theſe principles. 
Near the above-mentioned river Goree, farmer ALOVEN 
SMIDT, Who reſided on the banks of that river, had caught 


a dreadfully venomous lizard, called Pgeje, which he had 
kept in ſpirits of wine; and on the 19th of this month, on 


my departure from this place, made me a preſent of it. 


I had long before this been told by many people, that the 


bite of this creature would produce a terrible ſort of leproſy, 


which terminated in death, but not till the expiration of 


fix months or a year, the body in the mean time rotting: 


and falling away piece-meal. This man, however, gave 
JJ) 
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me an inter of a Buguneſe ſlave having, a few years 
before, been fortunate enough to cure a female ſlave in 
the neighbourhood, who had already experienced, in a 
pretty high degree, the effects of the geizjes bite. The 
patient, who had afterward removed to about ſixty. miles 
from this place, was ſuppoſed to be ſtill alive and in good 
health; but the ſlave, they knew, had died with the 
| ſecret, having never diſcovered either this or any other 
of the .remedies of which he was in poſſeſſion of, to 
| | any body. It has been obſerved, however, that among 
| 5 other means which he uſed, he had ſofnetimes dreſſed 
the wound with oranges and lemons cut into halves. In 

the mean time, the matter deſerves to be inveſtigated in 

| different ways. Among other things, animals ought to be 
. expoſed to the bite of this ſerpent, and the effects of 

| oranges and other remedies on the ulcers that would in all 
probability ariſe from it, ſhould be tried. It is a fortu- 
nate circumſtance, that the geizje is ſlow in its motions, 
and not of a very irritable diſpoſition; conſequently the 
diſorder occafioned by its bite is not common, though the 
animal itſelf is common enough in ſpring, or at leaſt at 
certain times in the vear. We ſought for it, however, to 
no purpoſe, under the rocks and ſtones near Krakeel river, 
and in the empty ſhells of the ulla achatima in Silſicam- 
ma, (where the inhabitants aſſured me it was very com- 
mon) when I paſſed through theſe places. As the tail is 
apt to fall off with a ſlight touch, and is found filled up 
with a yellow matter, like that which is ſeen in boils and 
ulcers, and as no nails are diſcoverable in the ſpecimen 
that I brought home with me, is it not probable that the 


1 N _ geilje 
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geilje is a larva, which in time is transformed into a lizard. 2 
of a quite different form and nature? I do not know for rw 
certain, whether I have ſeen this lizard alive or not; yet 

I think I remember, that I caught one of them at the - 
warm bath, and, wrapping it up in paper, kept it in my 
pocket ; but pulled it out again, through haſte and care-- 
leffneſs, along with the wadding of my gun; not being 

aware at that time, what a venomous prize I had got and 

parted with. I afterwards heard the company at the bath 

ſpeak of this lizard, though (if I remember right) by ano- - 

ther name, being to be found at Franſe-boek ; but I con- 
ſidered the account they gave concerning the poiſonous - 
quality of this animal, as one of the tales by which I ob- 

_ ſerved they endeavoured to alarm me, and render me can 8£- 
tious in the. courſe of. my journey. The geitje which I 
brought home with me, is ſcarcely three inches in length, 
of which length the tail makes the ſmalleſt half, and is very _ 

peaked; but in the middle is nearly as thick as the animals. 
body, which is without any ſcales, and at top ſpeckled 
with dark fpots, and white underneath, with from twelve 

to fourteen papilke- on the edge of the under jaw. There 
are five toes to each foot. I have given a figure of the 
geitje, together with-a full deſcription of it, in the Tranſ-- 
actions of the Gottenburgh Wy of . Sciences ank Belles 
Lettres, Part I. page 75: Tab. V. 

I have already, at page 308 of this volume, only men- 
tion of a lizard as black as jet, Which the Hottentots dread 
very much as being highly venomous... 

Not having room for them within. the limits which 1 
have preſcribed to myſelf in this volume, I am obliged to 


poſtpone: | 
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AA ſeveral other matters, for the preſent, with an intention to 
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give them to the public at ſome future period, in a ſeparate 


treatiſe, or by ſome other opportunity. The following 


Iizard, however, which is much the largeſt in the whole 


colony, and to which I ſhall give the name of /aceria 
Capenſis, deſerves. to be briefly. mentioned, were it only on 


account of the hardineſs of its nature, and the difficulty 


with which 1 found it to be deprived of life. It is true, 


it bears ſome diſtant reſemblance to that of SBA, from 
Ceylon, Tom. I. Tab. 94. Fig. I. in the rings or girdles with 
which it is encircled,; but it has a much greater number 
of them, not to ſpeak of the remarkable diſimularity there 
is between them in point of colour, which may be collected 

from the following character of that from the Cape. 


y Lacerta Capenſis, cauda compreſſa ſupra inge, 
Zonis 16, ſeu 18, albis totidemque nigris alternantibus 
annulata, apice nigra. Corpore ſubſquamoſo, ſuperne ex 
nigro viridique fuſco, ſubtus albido, faſciis 1 6— 18, nigris 


anomalis notato. Harum 8 circiter Juguli, 9 autem 


Pectoris Abdominiſque regiones occupant.“ Z 

One of this ſpecies, of the middle fize, which, together 
with its two young ones, I brought home with me from 
Agter Bruntjes-hoogte, was about two feet long in the body, 
and three in the tail; having caught her by the neck, fo 
that ſhe could not bite me, and finding that it required 


ſome ſtrength to hold her faſt, I got a large worſted needle, 


and gave her ſeveral punctures with it, not only in the 
heart, but in every part of the cranium which was in con- 
tact with the brain. T his, however, was ſo far from 

boa anſwering 
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anſwering my purpoſe, which was to kill her in the moſt 
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ſpeedy and leaſt painful manner, without mangling or S 


mutilating her, that ſhe ſeemed ſtill to have life enough 
left to be able td run away. After this my hoſt undertook 
to put an end to her, and after havin g given her ſeveral 

hard ſqueezes about the cheſt, and tied her feet together, 


hung her up by the neck in a nooſe, which he drew as 


cloſe as he poſſibly could. From this ſituation ſhe was 


found in the ſpace of 48 hours to have extricated herſelf, 


though ſhe till remained near the farm, appearing at the 


ſame time to be almoſt entirely exhauſted. Upon this, we 


tied her feet cloſe behind her, ſo that with her long and 
ſharp claws, of which ſhe had five upon each foot, ſhe 


could not damage the ſerpents and other animals which I 
kept in a caſk of brandy, among which I put her with - 
my own hands, holding her a long time under the ſurface 


of the liquor; yet ſhe was ſo far from being ſuffocated 
immediately by the ſtren gth of the liquor, that ſhe flounced 
about a good deal in it; and even a quarter of an hour 


afterwards, convinced us by her motions that ſhe had ſtill 


ſome life remaining in her. This ſpecies of lizard I found 


to be amphibious, living in water as well as on land, and 


likewiſe that it grew to a {till greater ſize; conſequently it 


appears to be an extremely long-lived animal, and, as well 
on account of this property, as of that of not being killed 


without great difficulty, to have an important office aſſigned 


it in the general ſyſtem of the ceconomy of nature. It 


was ſuppoſed, (and not without foundation) by the people 
with whom I reſided, that this creature might eaſily be 


r X X made 


—_—_w or venomous nature. 


gular quadruped from the Cape, which has been kept in 


tion for farther reſearches in future. 


length, and projecting ſtrait forwards, ſo as to form a right 


_ almoſt like that of a man; ar 
likewiſe very different from the long-ſnouted genus of 


Sciences with divers rarities, from the Eaſt-Indies, has 


was to be found in the country round about Salganha-bay, 


down in writing, but loſt the Paper; fo that this animal 


made tame, and that it was not in . eaſt 


1 have this moment beak that en aſe a very U 


ſpirits, I can therefore do no more than give a ſhort de- 
ſcription of it in this place, which may ſerve as a founda- 


It ſeems to be of a dark grey colour, Fey cover: inches 
and a half long, meaſuring from the noſe to the anus; in 
its body, tail, and feet, ſomewhat reſembling a young _ 
but with a quite ifterent head. 


The noſe is round and ſmall, two-thirds of an cl in 


angle with the forehead, which is upright, and rounded 
nd thus in theſe particulars, 


viverra, or ' wea/el, The mouth, moreover, projects in 


ſuch a manner, that the upper lip forms an acute angle 
with the noſe. N otwithſtanding this, the under-lip and 


jaw project beyond the upper. The en broad, and 
round at the tip. | | 

Captain ADOLPHUS Bunge, who has enriched the cabinet 
of Natural Hiſtory belonging to the Royal Academy of 
Nade 
me a preſent likewiſe of this animal, which he had bought 
of a countryman at the Cape. This man told him, that it 


and gave him the name of it, which Captain BuzTzZ took 


| ſeems 


CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 


ſeems to be one of the 69 and 1 e of 
nature, and no monſter. | 


In the evening we came to Nonarrivier. At an tine 
there lived here a widow, whoſe huſband had ſeveral years | 


before met with the dreadful cataſtrophe of being beheaded 
by his own flaves. His ſon, then about 13 or 14 years 


of age, was obliged to be eye-witneſs to his father's fate, 
and was even threatened with being made to partake of it, 


but luckily found an opportunity of giving them the flip ; . 


and after eluding their moſt vigilant ſearch, hid himſelf up 


cloſe from the forenoon till it was dark at night; when at 
laſt he ventured forth, with a view to ſeek a ſafer aſylum 
at a neighbouring farm, and to accuſe his father's mur- 


derers. Theſe villains had reſolved Ikewiſe to murder the 
mother, who was expected that day home from the Cape; 


but fortunately for her, though very much to her diſſatis- 


faction at the time, ſhe Was delayed by ſome accident on 
the road till the next day. By means of her ſon, Who 


had made his eſcape, ſhe received advice of what had hap- 
pened. As the whole premiſes on the farm conſiſted merely 


of two houſes, ſituated on a plain quite open on all ſides, 
excepting that it was covered with a few ſtraggling buſhes, 


which grew along the little river or brook that ran cloſe 
by the ſpot, the lad's contrivance to hide himſelf, though 
in fact extremely painful as well as ſingular, was the only 
one that could poſſibly at this time have ſaved him. It 
conſiſted in this, viz. that he fat, or rather ſank himſelf 


up to his noſe in the river; taking care at the ſame time 


to hide his face behind the boughs that hung over the 


water. The murderers not being able to find him any 
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where, he having as it were entirely vanifh d ou 
ſight, immediately began to conclude, that, in order to 
avoid the ſtroke of the bloody axe, he had rather choſe 
to put an end to his life himſelf, by jumping into the 


tyrants. 
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ut of their 


river: notwithſtanding this, however, they attempted to 
make themſelves certain whether he was drowned or not. 
The means they took in order to effect this, was to ſound 


the brook all over with the branches of a tree; but they 
luckily paſſed over the particular place where the boy was 


ſitting, probably by reaſon that the river in thkt n Was 
ſhallower,. and had a briſker current. n 


I ſhould doubtleſs have brought the tears into > the eyes 
of our hoſts, and thus made them a bad return for their 


civilities, had I, by queſtioning them cloſely concerning 
the particulars of this ſtory, endeavoured ſo unſeaſonably 
to ſatisfy my curioſity. For this reaſon, I have contented 


myſelf with taking it down, juſt as I have related it above, 
from the accounts given me by Mr. IMMELMAN and others; 
and conſequently was not able to learn with any certainty, 
whether the deceaſed had by any unuſual act of ſeverity 
pfovoked his ſlaves to commit this crime, by way of re- 
venging themſelves; or elſe whether theſe latter had acted 


thus, from a perſuaſion that the ſame crimes and predatory 
Practices by which violence had been offered to their per- 
ſons, and they had been deprived of their liberties, might 


likewiſe lawfully be had recourſe to, for the recovery of 
this precious right beſtowed on them by nature, and might 
conſequently be very. pardonable when exerciſed on their 


CAPE OF 00 HOPE. 


Vet, whatever might be the real reaſon of the « commit- 
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ting this dreadful crime, I am convinced, that it has its 


origin in the very eſſence and nature of the ſlave trade, in 
Whatever manner and in whatever country it may be prac- 


tiſed; a motive which I found had as much influence 


among the Chriſtians in many places, as among the Turks 
on the coaſt of Barbary, to induce the unhappy flaves, and 
ſtill more their tyrannical maſters, to behave very ſtrangely; 
nay, ſometimes to be guilty of the moſt horrid cruelties. I 
have known ſome coloniſts, not only in the heat of their 
paſſion, but even deliberately and in cool blood, undertake 
themſelves the low office (fit only for the executioner) of 


not only flaying, for a trifling neglect, -both the backs and = 7 
_ limbs of their flaves by a peculiar flow lingering. method, 3 gh | 


but likewiſe, outdoing the very tygers in cruelty, throw 
pepper and falt over the wounds. But what appeared to 
me more - ſtrange and horrid, was to hear a coloniſt, not 
only deſcribe with great ſeeming ſatis faction the whole pro- 
ceſs of this diabolical invention, but even pride himſelf on 
the practice of it; and rack his brains, in order to find 
ſophiſms in defence of it, as well as of the flave trade ; 
in which occupation the important poſt he enjoyed i in the 
colony, and his own intereſt, had engaged him. He was, 


however, an European by birth ; of a free and civilized na- 


tion; and, indeed, gave evident proofs of poſſeſfing a kind 


and tender heart; ſo that, perhaps, it would be difficult to 
ſhew any where a greater contradiction in the diſpoſition - 


man, though in a —— compoſed almoſt ——7 of con- 
tradictions. 


Many 
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Many a time, eſpecially in the mornings and evenings, 


—— have I ſeen } in various places unhappy ſlaves, who with the 


moſt diſmal cries and lamentations,: were ſuffering the im- 
moderately ſevere puniſhments inflicted on them by their 
maſters; during which, they are uſed, as I was informed, 


to beg not ſo much for mercy, as for a draught of water; 


but as long as their blood was ſtill inflamed with the pain 
and torture, it was ſaid that great care muſt be taken to 
avoid allowing them the refreſhment of drink of any kind ; 


a8 experience had ſhewn, that in that caſe, they would die. 


in the ſpace of a few hours, and ſometimes the very inſtant 
after they had drank it. The ſame thing is ſaid to happen 
to thoſe who are impaled alive, after having been broken 


| upon the wheel, or even without having previouſly ſuffered 


: this puniſhment. This operation is performed by thruſting : 


up the ſpike along the back-bone and the vertebræ of the 


neck, between the ſkin and the cuticle, in ſuch a manner, 
that the delinquent is brought into a ſitting poſture. In 


this horrid ſituation, however, they are faid to be capable 


of ſupporting life for ſeveral days, as long as there comes 


no rain; as 1n that caſe, the humidity will occaſion their 


ſores to mortify, and conſequently put an end to their ſuf- 
ferings in a few hours. 


I am glad that, during my reſidence 3 in the town, no op- 


Portunity preſented itſelf to me of ſeeing any one undergo 


this puniſhment ; which, though it is only deſtined for in- 
cendiaries, or for ſuch as are guilty of ſedition or murder, 


aggravated with peculiar circumſtances of cruelty and bar- 


barity, yet it appears not leſs ſhocking and revolting to hu- 


man nature, than the very crimes themſelves, and actually 


irritates 


CAPE or 0 HOPE. 
irritates more than it is generally thought to do, the other 


ſent even at ſuch public puniſhments as do not affect the 
life of the culprit, in order that they might take warning 
from it. But the flave that is puniſhed for ſedition, is 
always, i in the eyes of his fellow-ſlaves a martyr, who fuf- 
fers for the common cauſe, and for having maintained the 
| deareſt rights beſtowed upon them by nature, which is 
their liberty. Spikes, wheels, red-hot pincers, and all-the 
_ reſt of the horrid apparatus employed by their executioners, 
will never have with the ſufferers the effect of convincing 
them of the contrary doctrine; on the contrary, they be- 
come {till more confirmed in the idea, that they themfelves 


flaves in the town; whom I have ſeen compelled to be pre- N 5 


are tyrannized over, and that ſuch of their fellow-flaves as 


have had the courage to take away the lives of their reſpec- 
tive tyrants, and prefer death and tortures to baſely groveling 
and crawling any longer upon the earth in an opprobrious 
ſtate of bondage, are examples worthy of imitation, and: 
that at leaſt they deſerve to be venerated, pitied, and even 
revenged. The Chineſe maſſacre at Batavia in 1 748, b 
affords a ſtill more dreadful inſtance of the rage and cruel- 
ties into which men in general may be precipitated by the 
tyranny of their rulers. Had the Chineſe ſucceeded in this 
inſurrection, the governor-general Iuhorr, and M. Tür- 
DENS, would have been cut to pieces and devoured. (Vide 
Abk. VALKENIER, Part XVII.) May not we from hence 
conclude, that it is oppreſſion and injuſtice, rather than 
hunger, which have given riſe to the practice of eating hu- 
man fleſh, that prevails in many parts of the world ?—T. 
have before obſerved, that the Buguneſe ſlaves are particu- 
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1 S tion of juſtice. Theſe ſlaves are a ſort. of Mahometans, 


and nearly of the ſame complexion as the people of Java, 
though they are taken upon other iſlands in the Eaſt-Indies. 


They are not moreover of a humour to put up with harſh 


expreſſions or abuſive language, ſtill Jeſs when they are 
not deſerving of it, and not at all from a woman; looking 
upon it as the greateſt ſhame, to ſuffer themſelves to be 
diſciplined by the weaker ſex. Many a maſter and miſtreſs 


of a family, who have happened to forget themſelves with 
reſpect to this point, have, when a proper opportunity 


has offered, been made to pay for this miſtake of theirs 

with their lives. Theſe ſame ſlaves, on the other hand, 
when they know that they are in the wrong, are ſaid to 
thank their maſter for each ſtroke he beſtows upon them 


at the ſame time commending his rigour and juſtice, nay 


even kiſſing his feet; a circumſtance of which I myſelf 
have been an eye-witneſs. In fine, they are reported to be 
capable of bearing the moſt cruel torments with wonderful 


fortitude, as though they were entirely devoid of feeling. 
There have been inſtances of their not having uttered the 
leaſt cry or complaint when impaled alive, or broken upon 


the wheel. But ſhould a Buguneſe ſlave at any time happen 


to betray the leaſt want of reſolution in this point, his 
countrymen are ſaid to feel themſelves hurt by it, conſider- 
ing it as a reproach to the whole nation. {The female 
flaves belonging to theſe people, are reported to be extremely 
conſtant in love, as likewiſe to exact the ſtricteſt fidelity 


from their lovers. In ſhort, the bold and intrepid cha- 
| racer of this nation, is the cauſe that people a. at the Cape 
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are not fond of buf ying them; and that the importation 
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of them is prohibited, though in fact it is ſometimes prac- 33 


tiſed. The ſlaves from other parts, ſuch as from Mo/am- 
bigue, Madagaſcar, Malabar, &c. are in general not ſo dan- 


gerous to their unreaſonable and: tyrannical maſters. On 


account of this great tameneſs ſhewn by them, they are 


more generally made to bow beneath the yoke; and the 
miſtreſs of a family may venture to give as free a ſcope to 
all her whims and fancies, with reſpe& to theſe ſlaves, 
as her huſband himſelf. There is a law, indeed, exiſting 
in the colonies, which prohibits maſters from killing their 


ſlaves, or from flogging or otherwiſe chaſtizing them with 


too great ſeverity ; but how is a ſlave to go to law with his 


maſter, who is, as it were, his ſovereign, and who, by the 


| ſame laws, has a right (or at leaſt may by dint of bribes 
purchaſe that right) to have him flogged at the public 
 whipping-poſt, not abſolutely to death, indeed, yet not far 
from it; and this merely on the ſtrength of the maſter's 
own teſtimony, and without any farther inquiſition into 
the merits of the caſe? The maſter has, beſides, ſo far his 


ſlave's life in his hands, that by rating and abuſing him day 
after day, as likewiſe by proper family diſcipline, as it is 


called, ſuch as heavy iron chains, hard work, and little 


meat, he may, without controul, by little and little; though 


ſoon enough for his purpoſe, worry the poor fellow out of 
his life. In conſequence of this, the unhappy ſlaves, who 
are frequently endued with finer feelings and nobler ſenti- 
ments of humanity, though for the moſt-part actuated by 
ſtronger paſſions than their maſters, often give themſelves 
E totally to Gelpatadlencys and commit various acts of deſpe- 
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tions may, perhaps, concur to induce a wretch in this ſitua- 
tion to exempt his tyrant from the dagger, which he plunges 
in his own boſom ; content with being thus able to put an 


end to his miſery, and at the ſame time to diſappoint his 
greedy maſter of the profits ariſing from the ſweat of his 


brow. A female flave, who had been juſt bought at a 


high price, and rather prematurely treated with ſeverity 


by her miſtreſs, who lived in the Roode-Sand diftrict, hanged 
herſelf the ſame night out of revenge and deſpair, juſt at 

the entrance of her new miſtreſs's bed-chamber. A young 
man and woman who were ſlaves at the Cape, and were 
paſſionately fond of each other, ſolicited their maſter, in 


conformity to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom, for his conſent to 


their being united in wedlock, though all in vain, as from 
ſome whim or caprice he was abſolutely induced to forbid 
it. The conſequence was, that the lover was ſeized with a 
ſingular fit of deſpair; and having firſt plunged a dagger 
into the heart of the object of his deareſt wiſhes, imme- 


diately afterwards put an end to his own life. But how 


many hundred inſtances, not leſs dreadful than theſe, might 
be produced to this purpoſe! Theſe, however, may ſuffice 


to create all that abhorrence for the ſlave trade, which ſo 


unnatural a ſpecies of commerce deſerves ; we will, there- 


Jore, at preſent diſmiſs this diſagreeable fabjeck.- 


On the 1loth, we ſet off from Hex-rivier, and went by 
the way of Roode-297d, a tract of land of the carrow kind, 
laid out in vineyards, and almoſt encircled with very high 
mountains. The only road by which it was poſſible to go 

I TL from 
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from hence to the Cape, went through a narrow, long, 
and tedious vale, along which runs part of Klein- berg river. 

On the 12th, having got out of the diſtrict of Roode- 
 2and, we met with ſome farmers from Sneeumw-bers, WhO 
had juſt been at the Cape. Theſe good people informed 
us, that a large lake had lately been diſcovered a little to 
the north of the latter diſtrict. Otherwiſe, there is not 
another lake to be found in the whole colony. —As far as 
1 could underſtand them, it was of a ſpecies of cactus of a 
conſiderable ſize, that they made at Camdebo and other 


places in the colony, a kind of- brandy, equally good with 
that which is prepared from grapes or malt. They like- 
wie informed us, that there was a [Swediſh ſhip in each 


of the harbours, 7. able-bay and Fa Jſe-bay, and that both of 


them were ſuppoſed to be ready to ſail. This piece of 
intelligence, neceſſarily cauſed me to make all the haſte I 
could to get to the end of my journey. 

On the 15th we arrived again at the Cape. 
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Some Account of the Mos PUMIL10, a new Species of Rar, 
from the Southern Part of AFRICA, ww a: covered and 
— 2 the Author. 


HIS animal, which has been hitherto totally un- 


- ficamma, hard by S/angen-rivier, two hundred uurs to the 
eaſtward of the Cape. It is eafily diſtinguiſhed from all 
the other numerous ſpecies of the genus to which it be- 
| longs, by means of the four black lines which run along 
its back. The figure annexed in Plate VII. of this volume, 
repreſents this rat of its natural ſize, being drawn from a 
ſpecimen which I have preſented to the Muſeum of the 
Swediſh Academy : and, as it ſeems to have attained to its 
full ſize, the mus pumilio, or dwarf mouſe, may certainly 
contend with the mus minutus and mus betulinus of M. 
PALLAs for the palm, of being the moſt diminutive qua- 
druped in the whole world. The ſpecimen I have in my 
poſſeſſion at this time, though impregnated with the ſpirits 
in which it is preſerved, weighs no more than four ſcru- 
ples : conſequently, when compared with the gigantic qua- 
drupeds exiſting in the ſame quarter of the globe, and of 
which 1 Have given deſcriptions as well in the Swediſh 
Tranſactions 


known to naturaliſts, I found in J) 
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| Tranſactions as in the pick journal, it konten With 
them a ſtriking contraſt. Compared with the hippopota- 
„ mus, for inſtance, an animal which is ſeventeen or eighteen 
A French feet long, and at leaſt fix in diameter, the mus 
5 pumilio is but eth of the ſize of the former, conſider- 
ing the bulk of this latter as being equal to a cubical maſs 
an inch. and a quarter in length, and half an inch in 

diameter. 


VC 


Corpus tenue, compreſſiuſculum. Color Velleris in ge- 
nere fuſco-cinereus ; Frontis & nucbæ niger. Linea qua- 
tuor dorſales, longitudinales nigræ: Harum duo inter- 
mediæ, & in nucha & ad baſin caudæ in unum coaleſcunt ; 
duo exteriores a nucha, paulloque pone aures ortæ, fibi in- 
vicem parallellæ, ad baſin uſque caudæ ferè extenduntur, 
Regiones utriuſque oculi & narium pallidæ. Hedes antici & 
Poſdici quinque-dactyli, anticorum pollicibus minutis, con- 
ſpicue tamen unguiculatis. Cauda longitudine + , 
nudiuſcula, pallida. 


SPECIMEN. OF THE LANGUAGE OF THE 
H oy T FT E N 0 T 8. | | 
. | ee ö 
e Us. Four, F Hacba. 
Two, P Kammi. F ive, 7 C. : 
Three, F Knona. Six, Golo. | 


Parts 27 the Ba and Clothing. 


Hair, F Kum. 
Noſe, # Koz. 
Eye, Mo. 


%ͤĩ . r. 8 


Tooth, ? O. 
Teeth, Kong. 
Lip, Gamma. 
Hand, F Una. 
Leg, i Nu. 
Stocking, Nur Tanka. 


Nails, Kologua. ; 


Finger, ? Naniqua. 


Stomach, F Amſa. 


Penis, 7 Ka. 


Caput penis, F Ora. 


Vulva, £ Gar. 
Apron, F Netie. 
„ Fes 


Shoes, Noaſfta. 


Men's 1 and Conditions in Li . 


Father, Bo. 
„ 
Elder Brother, F Ai. 
Younger brother, Kana. 
Mother, Mans. 

— 9 Sauſi. 

Parents, Sanna. 


Elder ſiſter, P Kaes. 


5 
| Young girl, 7 Ou 
| Girl, ? Gos. 


Younger fiſter, / Kangs. 


Lad, t 'Go. 
Slave, Kobbo. 


Moen” Maſter of the houſe 


The 
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Tiger, Kaſſau. 

Wolf, Guta. 

, Nuka. 

Elephant, Coa. 

Dog, Tu. 

Dogs, Tuna. 

Penis of a dog, Tuna- ia. 


Bitch, Tus. 


Lion, Gamma. 
Tortoiſe, ? Gammi. 
Elk, Kan. 


- | Roebuck, £24. 


Steenbock, Gunima. 
Jackal, A Intai. 
Zebra, d Au. 
Horſe, Hanqua. 


Stallion, Karangaba. 


Subſtantives not 3 to the former heads, Adjectives, 


_ 


- 


— 


The Names Y Animals and their Propertie 


Mice. Abos. 


_ Fiſh, ? Gau. 
| Baffalo, ” Kaz. 
Sea- -cow, 7 'Gao. 


. 


Hog, Hango. 


Horned Cattle, ? 'Guku. 


Sheep, f'Gus. 
Cow, 7 Gods. 
Bull, Hara. 
„Ho. 


| "Leng Fa G 
Bee, Oi. 


Honey, Denni. 
Milk, Bi. 


| Fat, t Nut. 
Fleſh, ? Go. 


Pronouns and Phraſes. 


Thunder, ? Gulu. 
Fire, F Ei. 


Wood, 4. 


Bread, Bre. 
Pipe, Nov. 


Terra firma, Houtniqua. 
Waſhing- river, “ Kam t naſi. 
Water, Kamma. | 


j 


| Houſe, * Kooqua. 


Road, Dau. 


Bad road, Tradau. 


» Tudau. 


Good road, Shundaba. 
| Callibaſh, Karabu, 


Waggon, Krohe. 
Good, Huka. 


. | 


Better, 8 


- 


Better, Orn. 94.1 7 Who lives h here? Dame lobe pe. 7 
— Haboqua Karin, CUT Þ Our father, Zita Bo. 
Bad, ugly, Kali. f 8 | — Ty. FAR . | 1 
. EN | * Tiri. | 5 ä 
What belongs to you is 850d fo for — Tit, Por 
nothing, Zgu ka, | —Fzmininum, Titti. 
Angry, Solo. VT” | Thou, Tats. | 
Why, or with whom are you W 
1 angry! Solo naha, | He, Hekoe. 1 85 5 75 % 
Cold, Oro. % A | l 
Yes, Io. Ts I They, Hekoina. tba 
No, A . Will you have 95 _ Tats 
Thine, T2 © e Bræ. 
Thy Horſe, Ta Hanus 1 — — —— Sas 
| Whoſe, which, Dane. Bre. 
Who is come? : 'Danne hoha. | N 


6 f . . 1 
0 : bs 2 
* 
5 4 2 
V 5 1 Fe 
8 2 
. Fi : = IS 
. FP \ l I 
— — — 2 7 ” ; 4 ; n 4 * , * _— . 4 D a : os » l * 
* 3 ; py Nr or N a 22 — 2 py Þþ CY N Fr — 8 2 2 28 a5 — r . . „ 
r ey nl er Ee eee eee INE: * — IT. En DIR on were 
2 2 prick N N — 2 — — rags — v2 — pee — Le : — l 8 . — 3 — 
ä TI d 7 nn > . = = : — Sn ==. 5 
5 — — —  --/ 5 Ort - L — 8 n x — — ——— 3 2 x7 r : : F 
a> * WD SN. eg Bonn "4 S ales — * * —_ 2 of <a of _ 2 n N — S "> ALI = 2 — I 1 * _— - 
72 * 11 — 2 1 2 ph ws * — B 8 g . 5 + GE 5. 8 — 2 * 7 HEN 
ITY — 0 5 ©. {on vie x 1 al * 3 3 bb ”, o 8 IS 1 = — — — 0 * 
2 


— 
— — ewe 


. af Wd * * — — ITS 
= —— Er C 
— S - 3 


t 
7 
. 


2 


4 ag” 


"x 
y f 3 
1 * 
— . - 3 —— 
A on ro OO ee" A 
— 2 


— 
1 
- 
'* 


Nr Ps. 
— es: pay 
; e 


8 5 * 
4 1 þ og * 
— 1 » 


Verbs Active and Meter, with fone Examples of them in Phraſes. 


"Sam, Tree. :* | Give fire, Ei mare. 
Tho art, Ki. | . Br mare: ©, 

He is, Oi. V Order me ſome drink, Erela. 
We are, Zihatifi. e victuals, t Koko mare. 
We are there, Zihatih inaha, © To eat, © Knu. 

He is there, Dan inaba. I wiſh to eat, Nuu hail tiri. 
To come, Ha. BH | Iam hungry, Tiri kalu naba. 
Come hither, Heva ba. Having one's fill, or one's s belly 

| —, Jata ha. V 
e quickly, Suſa Be. Tolie down, orliealong, 7 Koe. 
Do not come, Ha gutti. 5 a ——— , Kue. 

To do, Hi. 5 | To gerd Kom. 

To give, Male. Il am ſleepy, Tilila- Rule. 
, Mare. To boil, Zain. 


Give me, Male gu. . The water boils, Dautai? kamma 
Vor, II. | 1 2 2 Truth, | 


1 


* 
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various degrees of force in one and the ſame word ; and, . 
ſometimes to be e omitted. 


Truth, it is true, Kammaſu. 
It is fine weather, Oro. 


Remember me to your family! | To drink, 


f' Kabebare. I ͤ Here, take it! 1 
Good day! 095 See there! hold faſt! Kath. 
7 £ 3 5 * 5 
Farewel | 5 | 


of the tongue to the roof of the moyth : this appears to me to. be- 


One, Kon. 1+} Water, 7 Kat, 

Two, Tinnano. {| Fleſh, ? God. 

Three, Tinnanbaita. | Abuſive language, 7 'Kaltge, 
Four, Tinnanonaks. | Lion, F Kal 

He, *Natho. I þ Tiger, t .. 
Fire, 7 Ei. £5 Good day! Ave. 


ſhepherds in the ſervice of the Chriſtians, are ſaid to diſcover much 
ſooner than their maſters, when any one of the ſheep in the nu- 
merous flocks committed to their care, is miſſing or loſt, 
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Good day, Maſter Abe lala 
To ſteal, P Sa. 


To kill, “ Nautkam. 
| A draught, A 
ee JK. 


To lie, it is falſe, Eige. 


It rains, F Nai. 


N. B. t' Prefixed to a word, indicates that the ſyllable imme- 
diately following is to. be pronounced with a clack,. or application 


effected, according to the different dialects uſed, the different 
emotions of the ſpeaker, or the different ſubjects ſpoken of, with. 


Shecimen of the Language of the Sneſe, or Chinge-Ftentot 


N. B. I did not meet with any of this nation that could reckon 
farther than four. Notwithſtanding which, ſuch of them as are 


12 


1 PN *® N 5211 X. 


It ſhould farther be obſerved, that it 1s only the Fe denoting 


Are and fheſh, and the term uſed in mutual ſalutations, that bear 
| any rewe 4 vaull ollier in rnc ts EP YG n 


”” 


Specimen of the lads of ee e 


1 reckon, Slum, : 


One, Ene. 


Two, Babini. 
Three, A-tatu. 
Four, Sanu. 
Five, Sumenini. 
Six, Sinje. 

Ten, Sumi. 


A Hundred, Enkukug 


Father, Bao. 
Mother, Mau. 
A Man, Doda. 
A Woman, Lai. 


Two Brothers, Emkulo. 


Couſins, Umsdla. 
Kindred, Sinlobo Tetu. 
Friend, Exlobo. 
Hand, Fanſa. 
Finger, Aene. 
Thumb, Umine. . 
Arm, Enkomo. 
Thigh, Mulemſe. 
Foot, Enjau. 


** 
Te 


Toes, Emauſſani, 


"RF; 


Head, Lok, 


22 2 


| $ 


[ 
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Water, Maaf.. . 
Milk, Ammaſs. | ; 
Fire, Lilo. et 
The un, Lelanga. 

The Moon, Janga. 

Rain, Evula. 

Ox, Gomo. 

Horſe, Hanſhi. 

| Lion, Elepho. 

Buffalo, Emujata. 

Jackal, Pangalio. 


Elk, Pass. 


Dog, Sefya. 
To give, 


A Road, Uſala. 


, Eenzela. 
* ſick Perſon, Faffa. 
One that is dead, Nile. 
The Ear, Sila. 
Handſome, Opepile. 
Angry, Stala. 

| Great, Entue nune, 
Little, B 

Javelin, Haſlagai, Emkangata, 
Knife, Siſbafſe. 
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Waggon, F 
Copper, Braſs, Em bemſs pi. 


Slum Beads, Dznzera. 

Small redGlaſsBeads, Lenkitenka. 
More! Give more! Ungeeſa. - 
It is too little, Ninneni. 
Good Day, Echiote. © | } 


— 


To dance, Uno. 5 1 


=. 
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Come hither, Vat. 


Run! Haſte! Harden. | 


Tv Nuvpy 3 
To awaken, Vika, 
| To wake, 
No! Hay. 
Ves! Ave. 

Far away, Kude. 


N. B. The Caffres do not make a noiſe with their tongue againſt 


the roof of their mouths in {peaking, as the Hottentots do, but 


pronounce their words in a manly and diſtinct manner, moſtly 


A 3 


with a ſtrong accent on 2 the penultimate, 


Sung by the Hottentot-Caffres, near Little Sunday. river. 
(Vide page 28 of this volume.) 
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'- in the original of this Journal, as well as in the map, 
the author has written Drooge and Vet-rivier. But Pet is 

. Swediſh word, ſignifying wet in Engliſh; and as the 

river ſpoken of is in a Dutch colony, it ſhould doubtleſs 
have ſtood Drooge and Natte-rivier. We have accordin gly 

printed it thus at page 244, Vol. I. though we have not 
taken the liberty of making any: alteration. with reſpect to 
this word in the map. 
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DIRECTIONS ro THE BOOK-BINDER.. 


The Landſcape is to make the Frontiſpiece to the firſt 
Volume. The other Plates belonging to this Volume are to 
be placed at the End: the Map laſt of all. 

The Plates belonging to. the ſecond Volume are to be- 
placed at the End of it. 
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1. A HISTORY of the DISCOVERIES and VOYAGES: 
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2. The HISTORY. of MODERN EUROPE: 
With an Account of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, and a 


View of the Progreſs of Society, from the Riſe of the Modern King- 


doms and States, to the Peace of Paris, in 1763. 
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The Firſt Four Books by RogERT Warson, , LL. D. Principal of the 
United College in the Univerſity of St. Andrew's. The Two Laſt by 
WILLIAM THOMSON, LL. . Member of the Society of Antiquaries at 


Edinburgh. 
The Second Edition, enlarged by various Proofs and Illuſtrations ; and 


an Appendix, which contains, among other curious and intereſting Parti- 


culars, A Journal of the Conferences, now juſt publiſhed, between the 


Spaniſh and Engliſh Commiſſioners, for effecting a Peace and Commercial 


Intercourſe between their reſpective Nations at London in x6 40. 
Theſe Conferences were carried on with extraordinary Ability. Decorum, 


and Dignity, on both Sides; and ſerve not only to gratify a Curioſity rela- 


tive to their particular Subjects, but alſo to throw Light on the Intereſts 
and Views of the Courts of London and Madrid at that Time, on 
the State of Commerce, and the Sentiments, Manners, and general Cha- 


racter of the Age. 
In Two Volumes Ockavo, Price 128. in Boards. 


4. MEMOIRS of BARON DE TOT THF; 


- Containing the State of the Turkiſh Empire, and the Crimea, during 


the late War. with Ruſſia; with numerous Anecdotes, Facts, and Obſer⸗ 


vations on the Turks and Tartars. To which are fubjoined che Strictucs 

and Remarks of M. de Peyſonnel. 

Complete 1 in Two Volumes Octavo, Price 128. in Boards, with a copious 
Index. (Tranſlated from the French.) 

N. B. M. de * ſonnel's Strictures may be had alone. Price 286. 
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Books . for G. G.J.and}. Robinſons Pater-noſter-Row, 


3H The LIFE and ADVENTURES of JOHN 
J... WOLF, Fu 


Late principal Secretary of State at Jaffanapatnam; in Ceylon, &c. 
Tranfſlated from the Gzrman, ＋ 
In © One Volume Octavo, Price 4s. in Boards. 


6. The NE ANN U ATL. REGISTER; 
Or General Repoſitory of Hiſtory, Politics, and Literature, Volume VI. 


for the Year 1785. 
The Britiſh and Foreign Hiſtory, the Principal Occurrences, and the 


public Papers; are continued with the ſame Impartiality, Attention, and 


Diligence, which have already obtained ſo general an Approbation. The 


Miſcellaneous Part, which is divided into a Vari icty of important Articles, 


contains many of the choiceſt Extracts from on moſt valuable Produc- 
tions of the Year. The Account of the Domeſtic and Foreign Literature 
of 1785 is carried on upon the new and improved Plan begun in. the Firſt 
Volume: And to the whole is prefixed, by way of Introduction, A con- 
ciſe View of the State of Knowledge, Literature, and Taſte, in this 


Country, from the Acceſſion of King Henry IV. to the Acceſſion of — 


Henry VII. In One large Volume Octavo, Price 6s. 6d. half- bound, 


Of whom may be had, the Firſt, Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth | 
Volumes, for the Years 1780, 1781, 17 $2, 1783, and 1784. | 


7, ESSAYS on the INTELLECTUAL POWERS of MAN. 
By. 1 HQAS&S REID, . D. F. R. S. KE. 
Profeſſor of Moral Philoſophy in the Univerſity of Glaſgow. 
Ja One large Volume Quarto, Price 11. 58. in Boards. 


8. The HISTORY of ANCIENT GREECE, 


From the earlieſt Times till it became a Roman Province. 
By WILLIAM ROBERTSON, Eſq; 
Keeper of the Records of Scotland. 
The Third E corrected and enlarged, and a Map of Ancient Greece. 


Dedicated to his Royal Highneſs the Prince of aer. 
Price 6s. 6d. in Boards. 


1 PHILOSOPHICAL DICTIO NARY:; 


or the e of the Modern Philoſophers on e WMoral, 
and Political Subjects. 


In Four large Volumes, Twelves, Price 128. ſewed. 


10. TALES of the CASTLE; or, STORIES of 


Ilctruction and Delight. 
Being Les VE IL LES ou CHAT E AU. — 
Written in French by Madame la Comteſſe Genlis, Author of the N 
of Education, and Adele and Theodore, &c. &c. | 
Tranſlated into Engliſh by THOMAS HOLCROFT. 
The Second Edition, in Fi ive Volumes T ae Price 158. ſewed. 
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